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Good morning everyone.  Iôd like to start off by thanking Rich Yoder, owner 

of the Hans Yoder Homestead. Over two years ago he proposed making the 

homestead available for an anniversary celebration on the 300
th

 anniversary 

of the signing of the original warrant . The Oley Yoder Heritage Association 

has previously hosted two wonderful national reunions, and they fully realized 

the amount of hard work involved. Iôd like to thank Ann Balderrama and 

Shirley Stone and all the other volunteers who have made this gathering 

possible. Rich, Ann,  Shirl, Oley Yoders, this is a wonderful gift for the entire 

family. 

My presentation today is entitled ñwhat weôve learned in 30 years of the 

Yoder newsletterò.  It is intended to provide a survey of what weôve learned 

about the family since the newsletter began, and to thank some of those who 

have made this knowledge possible. 



 

Overview: 

I'll tell about the Newsletter and our volunteer, explain the origins of the 

family name and the European research which has been done, outline the 

major American Yoder lines, and discuss the growth of our family  in America 

and some of the  Yoder related events since 1983. 

 



 

30 Years 

Here you see our first issue in 1983, and the issue celebrating our 30
th

  year. 

How many of you are subscribers?  Great. 

The Beginnings of the newsletter 

I had developed an interest in the history of the Yoder family years ago and 

had the chance to do some research when my wife and I lived in Pennsylvania. 

After two children and moving around a bit with my job, we found ourselves 

in Battle Creek Michigan. At that time a company named "Beatrice Bailey" 

was publishing a "Yoder Book" , which ended up being little more that a 

collection of Yoder names and addresses from phone data bases.  

 



 

I was very curious about all the different branches of the family, and I saw 

these addresses as an opportunity to begin contacting Yoders across to 

country. So I  wrote to Rachel Kreider, a recognized Yoder scholar . She and 

her husband were about to move from Ohio to a retirement community in 

Goshen Indiana, not far from us. She knew of a retired school principal living 

there named Ben Yoder who had a similar interest to my own. After she was 

settled in, we got together at her kitchen table in Goshen. With her help and 

knowledge Ben and I put together an initial issue and sent out several 

thousand copies over the space of the next several months, along with a family 

history sheet which people could fill -out and return. That was the beginning. 

 



 

I'd like to introduce you to our staffé 

 

 



 

Rachel 

First off Rachel, our senior editor. She began collecting Yoder data with her 

Uncle John Weaver in the 1930s growing out of data assembled by our mutual 

ancestor Reuben Yoder, and Amish Mennonite who died in 1912. In the 50s 

she wrote an article about the St. Joder Chapel for a Mennonite magazine, has 

written books on Ohio Mennonite cemeteries. In 1986, along with Dr. Hugh 

Gingrich, she published what is now the authoritative book on the Amish 

family histories - "Amish and Amish Mennonite Genealogies". She has been 

the "go-to person" on Yoder genealogy for many many years. Now 105 years 

old, she has slowed down a bit in her envelope stuffing, but still proofs the 

draft of each newsletter issue to catch my typographical or grammatical 

errors. 

 



 

 Ben Yoder 

The co-founder of the newsletteré. He loved the human interest fun stories 

about the Yoders, while I've always focused on harder facts and solving 

mysteries. For the first ten years of the Yoder Newsletter, we would meet at 

his kitchen table  with scissors and glue, and put together each issue over the 

space of a Saturday's effort. It was a tremendous loss of a partner and friend 

when he died 1992 at the age of 80,  while my family and I were living and 

working in Saudi Arabia. 



 

 

John W. Yoder 

Not long before his death, Ben had wisely recruited some younger help. John 

W. Yoder of Middlebury, IN came on board to help us maintain the 

subscriber information and generate our mailing labels for each issue. He 

quickly stepped in to keep things going, and I was able to prepare the 

newsletters at long distance and get them to our printer in Goshen without 

interruption. John has continued as our Circulation Manager for over 20 

years.  



 

 

Esther and Ken Yoder- Our mail managers 

Esther Yoder, who I first met at the 1995 National Yoder reunion  in Hickory, 

NC . She had with her husband been active in building of the House of Yoder 

in Grantsville. Soon after our meeting, they moved to the Mennonite 

retirement center in Goshen and she took over the role of managing our mail, 

both incoming and outgoing.  Now in her eighties, sheôs has just handed over 

this role to Ken Yoder, who is here with us today. Ken attended the 2012 

National Reunion in North Carolina with his brothers. He unexpectedly 

became hooked on his Yoder ancestry. He also lives in Goshen. 



 

Donald Kauffman- Our web master 

In the 90s the technology of things changed, and the newsletters could be 

composed in Microsoft Word and emailed to the printer. 

We also started putting our accumulated files of Yoder data on-line, 

uploading records to a server in Santa Barbara, California. We decided what 

we needed was an actual web page, so a call went out in 1996 for a volunteer 

webmaster. Answering the call was Donald Kauffman of  Edmonton Alberta.  

Don is also the creator of the "Mennobits" research tool of collected Amish 

and Mennonite obituaries now maintained by the Historical Committee of the 

Mennonite Church. 

So that's our staff todayé all volunteers. 

 



 

 

The Yoder name 

In Europe the use of last names did not become common until after the 12
th

 

century. Some surnames came from given names (like Johnôs son), 

occupational designations (like Carpenter (Zimmerman in German), or 

geographical names.  

Historians believe our family name came from St. Theodore, abbreviated 

Joder, J-O-D-E-R, a missionary monk who crossed the Alps from Italy 

bringing Christianity to Switzerland in the fourth century AD.  

 St. Joder came to be honored in Switzerland and a number of legends have 

grown up around him. Chapels or churches are named in his honor- like the 

one pictured here,  Luxembourg put out a postage stamp to celebrate the 

1500
th

 anniversary of his sainthood, and Swiss church calendars (and 

American Yoders) celebrate St Joderôs day each year on August 16
th

.  



 

Meaning of the name 

 The name comes from the Greek, Theos- meaning God and doron meaning 

gifté literally ñGodôs giftò - so I hope all of you who are married to a Yoder 

appreciate your gift.  



 

What we Knew  

When we started the newsletter, we knew about several main lines of Yoders 

in America. Only the first Yoders, who settled in the Oley Valley of Berks 

County had their connection established to the Old World. Next were the 

Mennonite Yoders of Bucks-Lehigh Co Pa, and in 1742 a large family of 

Amish Yoders. In the mid century Conrad Yoder arrived in PA,  withi n  a few 

years moved to NC to begin the line of our hosts today. In the 1800s a score or 

more of other Yoder immigrants made their way to America from Alsace and 

Germany. Where did we come from? 



 

Yoders in Steffisburg  

 The Swiss encyclopedia places our ñancient familyò in the German speaking 

town of Steffisburg, in Canton Bern, Switzerland- here you can see a recent 

picture of the town and a map showing where it is located. 



 

European Resaerch 

We are all very indebted to European researchers Karl Joder and Otmar 

Jotter who over 30 years ago studied, collected, and shared information about 

our early Joders. 

 



 

Lineage 

They pieced together a Joder lineage going back to the 13th century.. which 

was about the time in Europe that surnames began to be usedé I've show it 

on this chart and refer to it as "apocryphal" because when you are working 

with bits and pieces of church and other documentation, you have to make  

assumptions when you claim relationshipsé.  But in all likelihood many on 

this tree are actually ancestors of those in this rooméof particular interest to 

American Yoders is the family of Caspar Joder who m. Margret Henning in 

1596- and there you see the church record of that marriage. 



 

Caspar Family ï use pointer 

Two children of Caspar have been a focus as the possible origin of American 

Yoder for many years. Jost Joder b. 1607 and his brother Niclaus b 1609é 

both married cousins named Ann Trachsel on Oc 14, 1642.  The recent 

findings have confirmed that these were proper choices. Some of the children 

from these two families left Steffisburg  in the 1690s. 



 

Joder Families in Europe 

These Joders initially settled in Alsace and the German Palatinate. Some 

descendants remain in these areas today, others moved on to America. 



 

American  Yoder Immigrants 

Here are the major batches of American Yoders, and I'll say a bit about each 

one.  



 

Oley Valley 

Our first Yoders were Hans and his brother Jost. They  were grandsons of 

Niclaus Joder we talked about and were born in Steffisburg. In 1709 Hans left 

the German Palatinate for "the island of Pennsylvania" --- Historian Dr. Don 

Yoder found the church record of this seen here through a German 

collaborator . Hans settled on  his property in the Oley Twp of Berks Co Pa in 

1714é300 years ago this year. 

How many of you here today are descended from: The Oley Yoders?  

 

 



 

Oley Researchers 

In addition to Dr. Yoder, we can credit a number of others, including: Dr. 

Peter Bertolet, a Yoder descendant who documented local history in the 19th 

century; Dick Yoder of Bechtelville, PA, who has done significant research 

into the land,   church records,  and wills of the Oley Yoder line,; and the late 

Walter and Mae Moore, who researched the Jacob Yoder family of 

Lewisburg, PAéwhich is now proven to be connected to the Oley Yoders. 



 

Oley Yoder Chart 

Here is a chart of the first two generations of the Oley Yoders. An estate 

settlement held in family hands for over 200 years was given to the Berks 

Historical Society only a few years ago and it allowed us to fill out the family 

details for immigrant Yost Yoder. Don Yoder wrote a major article on this 

find for newsletter 57. 



 

Hans Yoder of Great Swamp 

Hans Yoder "of Great Swamp" referring to the area in which he settled, was 

the next Yoder to arriv e that we know of. He settled in Bucks County 

Pennsylvania by about 1717 and was a Mennonite. The family kept this 

religious link for many generations as it spread from Bucks and Lehigh Cos in 

Pa into Ohio and Indiana. 



 

Mennonite Yoder researchers 

We can thank Ken Hottle for figuring out the early generations of this line. 

Richard Yothers, researched and documented the line of one of Han's 

grandsons who took on the spelling YOTHERS. Actress Tina Yothers of the 

TV show Family Ties is from this family. Leonard G. Yoder researched and 

documented the Ohio branch of the family in the 1940 and 1950s. 

 

 



 

Hans Discovered 

A couple years ago, the Yoder Newsletter hired a professional to research and 

transcribe Steffisburg Joder estate records held in Bern, and these let us 

correct the relationships between several families in the key emigrant 

Steffisburg generations. One was the family of Niclaus' son Caspar, who had 

children both in the Palatinate and remaining in Steffisburg. Caspar's son 

Hans, born 1677, was referred to by 1724 as "in some foreign country, 

moreover it is not know if he's alive" 



 

Our Mennonite Hans  

Our Mennonite Hans had been born "about 1680", was in PA before 1720, 

and his is the only known Yoder line in American to use the name "Caspar"- 

both in his children and grandchildren's generation, We believe it very likely 

this is the same fellow. 

How many of you here today are descended from: The Mennonite Yoders?  



 

Early Swiss Anabaptists 

The Swiss Anabaptists grew out of the Reformation and the Peasant Wars in 

Europe in the 1520s. Several Steffisburg families, including our own, became 

involved in these controversies.. 



 

Joders and the Amish 

The Anabaptist Joders who were to be associated with Jacob Amman and 

become Amish came out of the family of the Jost Joder who was born on 

1607é 

Jost himself was the Chairman of the Steffisburg parish court, which 

supervised morals and church and school attendance. The parish record 

wrote of him that he wasò honorable, careful, wise, and a modest manò 

- An Anabaptist preacher named Ullrich Mueller was active in the 

Steffisburg area and was imprisoned in 1674 for his activities. When 

released he resumed preaching. In 1679, Jostôs son Christian, then 

living in the town of Thun about a mile to the south of Steffisburg,   was 

fined 50 kroner for letting Mueller preach on his property. 

- In 1690 Jost Joder and Hans Kauffman asked to be relieved of their 

parish court positions as they each had ñAnabaptist childrenò..but their 

offer was not accepted. 


