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Goodmorningeveryone |l 6d | i ke to start off by t he
of the Hans Yoder Homestead. Over two years ago he proposed making the
homestead available for an aniversary celebration on the 308 anniversary

of the signing of theoriginal warrant. The Oley Yoder Heritage Association

has previously hosted twowonderful national reunions, and they fully realized

the amount of hard wor knnBaldewamaad . | 6d |
Shirley Stone and all the other volunteers who have made this gathering

possible. Rich, Ann, Shirl, Oley Yoders, this is a wonderful gift for the entire

family.

My presentation today is entitled Awhat
Yoder newsltettseiamtended to provide a sur
about the family since the newsletter began, and to thank some of those who

have made this knowledge possible.



Overview

The Yoder Newsletter

Origins of the Name

Joders in Switzerland and Europe
American Yoders

Yoder Populations

Yoder Events

Overview:

I'll tell about the Newsletter and our volunteer, explain the origins of the
family name and theEuropean researchwhich has been dongoutline the
major American Yoder lines,and discuss thegrowth of our family in America
and some of the Yoderelated events since 1983.



30 years of Yoder Newsletters
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30 Years

Here you see our first issue in 188, andthe issue celebratingour 30" year.
How many of you aresubscribers? Great.

The Beginningsof the newsletter

| had developed an interest in the history of the Yodefamily years ago and
had the chance talo some researchwhen my wife and | livedin Pennsylvania.
After two children and moving around a bit with my job, we found ourselves
in Battle Creek Michigan. At that time a company named "Beatrice Bailey"
was publishing a "Yoder Book" , which ended up being little more that a
collection of Yode names and addresses from phone data bases.



The Beginnings

| was very curious about all the different branches of the family, and | saw
these addresseasan opportunity to begin mntacting Yoders across to

country. Sol wrote to Rachel Kreider, a recognized Yoder schar. Sheand

her husband were about to move from Ohio to a retirement community in
Goshen Indiana,not far from us. She knew of a retired school principalliving
there named Ben Yoder who had a similar interesto my own. After she was
settled in, we got bgether at her kitchen tablein Goshen With her help and
knowledgeBen and | put together an initial issue and sent out several

thousand copies over the space of the next several months, along with a family
history sheet which people couldill -out and return. That was the beginning.



An Introduction to
our Staff

| *'d |I'i ke to introduce you to our staffeé



Rachel Kreider

Co-founder and Senior Editor

Rachel

First off Rachel, our snior editor. She begarcollecting Yoder data with her
Uncle John Weaver in thel930sgrowing out of data assembled by our mutual
ancestor Reuben Yoderand Amish Mennonite who died in 1912In the 50s
she wrote an article about the St. Joder Chapel for a Mennonite magazine, has
written books on Ohio Menronite cemeteriesIn 1986, along withDr. Hugh
Gingrich, shepublishedwhat is now the authoritative book on the Amish
family histories - "Amish and Amish Mennonite Genealogies". She has been
the "go-to person” on Yoder genealogy for many many years. Now b§ears
old, she has slowed down a bit in her envelope stuffing, but still proofs the
draft of each newsletter issue to catch my typographicabr grammatical
errors.



Ben Yoder (1913-1992)

» Co-founder

Ben Yoder

Thecof ounder of the newsl etterée. He | ovec
about the Yoders, while I've always focused on harder facts and solving

mysteries. For the first ten yearsof the Yoder Newsletter, we wold meet at

his kitchen table with scissors and glueand put together each issue over the

space of a Saturday's effort. It was a tremendous losd a partner and friend

when he died1992at the age of 80 while my family and | were living and

working in Saudi Arabia.



John W. Yoder

»

 Circulation Manager

John W. Yoder

Not long before his death, Ben had wisely recruited some younger help. John
W. Yoder of Middlebury, IN came on board to help us maintain the
subscriber information and generate our mailing labelsdr each issue. He
quickly stepped in tokeep things going, and | was able to prepare the
newslettersat long distance and get them to our printer in Goshen without

interruption. John has continued as our Circulation Manager for over 20
years



Esther Yoder Kenneth W. Yoder

Trtnre Mot GRE SIWE R

Mail Managers

Esther and Ken Yoder- Our mail managers

Esther Yoder, who | first met at the 1993\National Yoder reunion in Hickory,

NC . Shehad with her husband been active in building of the House of Yoder

in Grantsville. Soon after our meeting, they moved tthe Mennonite

retire ment centerin Goshen and she took over the role of managing our mail,

both incoming and outgoing. Now i n her eighties, sheos
this role to Ken Yoder, who is here with us todayKen attended the 2012

National Reunion in North Carolina with his brothers. He unexpectedly

became hooked on his Yodeancestry. He also lives in Goshen.



Donald Kauffman

« Webmaster

Donald Kauffman- Our web master

In the 90s the technology of things changed, and the newsletters could be
composed in Microsoft Word and emailed to the printer

We also started putting our accumulated files of Yoder data otine,
uploading records to a server inSanta Barbara, California. We decided what
we needed was an actual web page, so a call went oul®96 for a volunteer
webmaster. Answering the call wa Donald Kauffman of Edmonton Alberta.

Don is also the creatoof the "Mennobits" research tool of collected Amish
and Mennonite obituariesnow maintained by the Historical Committee of the
Mennonite Church.

So that's oualvolantears.f t odayé



Origin of the Name

* Historians Say. “the name comes from St. Theodore
(Theodorus, Theodulus (Abbrev. “Joder”) ) a missionary monk
who in the fourth century crossedthe Alps from Italy to bring
the Gospelto the Valais country in southern Switzerland.”

The Yoder name

In Europe the use of last names did not become common until after the™.2
century. Some surnames came from given
occupational designations (like Carpenter (Zimmerman in German)or

geographical names.

Historians believe our family name came from St. Theodore, abbreviated
Joder, JO-D-E-R, a missionary monk who crossed the Alps from Italy
bringing Christianity to Switzerland in the fourth century AD.

St. Joder came to be honored in Switzerland and a number of legendave

grown up around him. Chapels or churches are named in his honelike the

one pictured here, Luxembourg put out a postage stamp to celebrate the

1500" anniversary of his sainthood, and Swiss church calendars %nd

American Yoders) celebrate StJodes s day each y%®ar on Aug



Theodore- Joder

* from the Greek name Theoddros,
composed of the elements theos
(god, Greek: B8g6¢) + doron (gift,
Greek:dwpov), meaning:

"gift of God"

Meaning of the name

The name comes from the Greek, Theesneaning God and doron meaning
gi fté | iter adsodlyhopédB ofgod sho@re married to a Yoder
appreciate your gift.



The Yoder Newsletter

WHAT WE KNEW THEN- 1983

Steffisburg Joders ? ? ? ?
| [ | |
Oley Yoders Meanonite Yoder Amizh Yoders NC Yoders 1%th Century
e Al I 3L _. | I
Hanz Yoder Yost Yoder Hans Yoder Christian Jotter Widow Barbara Conrad Alace Germany

What we Knew

When we started he newsletter, we knew about several main lines of Yoder
in America. Only the first Yoders, who settled in the Oley \dlley of Berks
County had their connection establishedto the Old World. Next were the
Mennonite Yoders of Bucls-Lehigh Co Pa, and in 1742 large family of

Amish Yoders. In the mid century Conrad Yoder arrivedin PA, within a few
years moved to NC to begin the line of our hosttoday. In the 1800s a score or
more of other Yoder immigrants made their way to America from Alsace ad
Germany. Where did we come from?



Joders in Switzerland

« “The Swiss encyclopedia (Historisch-biographisches
Lexikon der Schweiz) locates this "ancient family" in the
village of Steffisberg on the edge of the Oberland ...
Joderfirst appears as a family name in the canton of
Bern in the 14th century. At Steffisberg the Joders began
to appear in the records as early as 1529 and at Muri
slightly later."

Steffisburg today-by John W Bieber
Yoders in Steffisburg

The Swiss encyclopedia places our fndanci
town of Steffisburg, in Canton Bern, Switzerland here you can see a recent
picture of the town and a map showing where it is located



European Yoder Research

Karl Joder Otmar Jotter

European Resaerch

We are all very indebted to European researchers Karl Joder and Otmar
Jotter who over 30 years agastudied, colleced, and shared information about

our early Joders.



Joders in Switzerland

+ An apocryphallineage:
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They pieced togethera Joder lineage @ing back to the 13thcentury.. which
was about the time in Europe that
on this chart and refer to it as "apocryphal" because when yoware working
with bits and pieces of church and other documentationjou have to make
assumptionswheny ou c | ai m r eButanall lkelitoddimpny én.
this tree are actually ancestors
American Yoders is the family of Caspar Joder who m. MargreHenning in
1596 and there you see the church record ohat marriage.
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Joders in Switzerland
* The Key Yoder Family

Jost and Niclaus Joder, sons of Caspar Joder and Margret Henning of Steffisburg, Switzerland

Jost Joder (V6) b 11201687 m. Octl4, 1642 Anna Trachsel

&1 Y82 Y63 . Ye4 Y& 1 Y66 &7 A3 1 A (5 Yéa Yeu Y&
Haxns Anna Verena Peter Jakob Anma Barbara Christian Anma Jost Canpar Catherin
b 4211644 4191646 LI12164T  bh.1649 MAIGE2  WTAT1653 b, L0216 L. S/10/1657 b.E/L1659 b ILAT661 b 52271664 b, 7271666
m INT0671 dy N Rupp . 12131684 wa 191685 dy . N, Berger m. 31071684 m. 1271371680 sl 9/1635  in Weiler . 1971685
Catherine Riser e Al (7)) Veresa Basbare Christian Blank Batbara Rygp Plaltr Hass Ry
&) Kaufmann Gerber (EX6XE) [0 O] m T
*) EXTX18) (xEX1L)
Niclaws Joder (Y7) b 125/160% m Octld, 1642 Anna Trachsel

hed | m Y73 Y74 b ei 3 L X76 b ebd b et 3 ekl YT. b el N
Barbara Anna Caspar Adam Hans Magdalone  Anveget Jost Salomen Stini
BIRAGH A AIVIGE A EWIEE B TRVIGEE B TRER b 2291682 B WINI6ET b LIS b 4131656 b, m“‘ h22871661
m L1666 w LT/1670  ma 1771670 . L9/16T1  dy . A26/1689 m. 27101673 muChristine m V71673 m 39/1682
Hans Rupp  Haow Berger Anni Zaugg Barbare Peter Meyer ULl Risser Schlecd™  Hams Gerber Anna Bcher

Ochsesbein a2 X3
@

(Note: *“D" Dater are dates of Baptiem ar recorded in $teffishurg Church reconds)

(1) Creat grandfather of Michael Yoder, 1325 imumigrant to Somerset county, Pawhose fufhor Samuelwrote in E306 fum Cornaeg 0 his “Diser Comting'" (VR s YRS o2} ety of T
and Yout Yoder, Reformed Chunch settlery to the Oley Valley of Berks Co., PA- thhmmw-MhmhM.Mhthm“‘
records ar surpected Anabagtists, could also have boen the Jacoh Joder who ma Margareth Stahli; (5) Stadbuschin of Bexn seceed of 7)
Traschsebwald to find out whether the Anahaptists Jost Joder and Christian Blank dm-mbw-mhwﬂ*ﬁqﬂw‘ﬂmﬂ

(7) The Staadtrarchive of Bern record 48/1695 “The Anabagtist Christian Joder of Steffish weg, hae leff $ho coundry. hﬁmhﬂhh—w.s%h‘.m;cy&m
Blank was ene of the mindstery accompanying Jacoh Armvmann during his tour of 197 & seek suppent for Mo iess; ) A Hane Ces at Hedde bbb, Alsace in
17115 (10) Theic son Christian who married Margret Corbor reportedly settled in Eppatein, Cormog (soe YNLIE (11) Their dascendunds Fued in the Sphle, Cormarg: Sr youss St o be m 1681
1o Verena Stauffer, now in doubt (12) AAMC shows Yout, son of Yort, as marvied to an Anna Zawge, and the Yort, son of Nicolas as the one whe married Barbars Rupp.

Caspar Familyi use pointer

Two children of Caspar have been a focus as the possible origin of American

Yoder for many yeas. Jost Joder b. 1607 and hisrot her Ni cl aus b
both married cousins named Ann Trachsel on Oc 14, 1642. The rexte

findings have confirmed that these were proper choiceSome of the tildren

from these two families left Steffisburg in the 1690s.



The Joder Families

 Known descent in France and Germany
— Joders of the German Palatinate
— Jotters of Eppstein
— AlsatianJoders

o w
DEN
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WLUR[YEMBERG

Joder Families in Europe

TheseJodersinitially settledin Alsace and the German Palatinate. Some
descendants remain irtheseareastoday, others moved on to America.



American Yoders

|

* The “first” Yoders Hans and Yost of the
Oley Valley

* The Mennonite Yoder- Hans of Great
Swamp

* The Amish Yoders of 1742
 Conrad - The North Carolina Yoders
* Melchior Yoder of Weidenthal

» 19th Century Alsatian and German
Immigrants

American Yoder Immigrants

Here are the major batches of American Yodes, and I'll say a bit about each
one.



The Oley Valley Yoders

Hans b. 1672 Yost b. 1679 in Steffisburg

Sons of Adam Joder and Barbara
Ochsenbein, g-sons of Niclaus Joder

1709 Hans Joder leaves Schwetzingen,
Germany for “Island of Pennsylvania”

1711-Hans in Chester Co., Pa
1714-Hans in Oley Twp.
Berks Co., Pa.

« Reformed Church

o bt g atat, 1 T— T e

Oley Valley

Our first Yoders were Hans and his brother Jost They were grandsons of
Niclaus Joderwe talked aboutand were born in Steffisburg. In 1709 Hans left
the German Palatinate for"the island of Pennsylvania” --- Historian Dr. Don
Yoder found the church record of this seen here through a German
collaborator . Hans settled on his property in tle Oley Twp of Berks Co Pa in
1714 ¢ 30 (agothis year.s

How many of you here today are descended from: The Oley Yoders?



Oley Yoders
Researchers

o’fr((/y'mw/o (/'/ﬁr Pl
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By Feler . Berkebed, M. 7.

Dr.Don Yoder

Walter & Mae Moore

Oley Researchers

In addition to Dr. Yoder, we can credit a number of others, including: Dr.
Peter Bertolet, a Yoder descendant windocumented local history in the 19th
century; Dick Yoder of Bechtelville, PA, who has done significant research
into the land, church records, and wills of the Oley Yoder line; and the late
Walter and Mae Moore, who researched the Jacob Yoder familgf

Lewi sbur g, ishdwénreven tc beconnected to the Oley Yoders.



The Oley Valley Yoders

Yoders of The Oley Valley

Adam Joder (1650. ) m. 1671 Barbara Ochsenbein
|

Hans Yoder (1672-174172) Yost Yoder (1679-1741/2)
| |
| | | | | | | |
John Son Anna Daniel John Yost Elizabeth Danie Jacob Samuel Catherine
b. 1700 b.1705 b.1718 b.1718 b.1720 b. 1723 b.1735 b.? b.d.?
m. Catherine Oyster name? d. 1749 d. 1812 d. 1782 d. 1800 d.c1803/4 d.>1738 m.
/1779 m. Elizabeth ml.Barbara__ m m. Anna m. Maria Abraham Meyer
ni? m2.Eliz Keim Lazarus Kauffman Keim
Weidener

Oley Yoder Chart

Here is a chart of the first two generations of the Oley Yoders. An estate
settlement held in family hands for over 200 years was given to the Berks
Historical Society only a few years ag@and it allowed us to fill out the family
details for immigrant Yost Yoder. Don Yoder wrote a major article on this
find for newsletter 57.



“Hans Yoder of Great Swamp”

Mennonite Yoder line
c1717 - Hans Yoder in Bucks County, Pa.
1720 - Hans buys land
c1753 - Hans Yoder dies
Descendants in Bucks
and Lehigh Co, Pa.

Hans Yoder of Great Swamp

Hans Yoder "of Great Swamp" referring to the area in which he settlel, was
the next Yoder to arriv e that we know of. He settle in Bucks County
Pennsylvaniaby about 1717and was a Mennonite. The family kept this
religious link for many generations as it spread from Bucksand Lehigh Cos in
Pa into Ohio and Indiana.



Mennonite Yoder Researchers
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Ken Hottle * Richard Yothers

Leonard Yoder

Mennonite Yoder researchers

We can thank Ken Hottle for figuring out the early generations of this line.
Richard Yothers, researched and documented the line of one of Han's
grandsons who took on the spelling YOTHERS. Actress Tina Yothers of the
TV show Family Ties is from this family. Leonard G. Yoder researched and
documented the Ohio branch of the family in the 1940 and 1950s.



“Hans Yoder of Great Swamp”

» Discovery from Estate Records

—Caspar Joder (1648-by1712)m. 1670 Anni
Zaug...some of the children in Steffisburg
and some in The Palatinate or Alsace, and
‘Hans Joder.... about 40 years old, is in
some foreign country, moreover it is not
known if he is alive”

—This Hans was born 10/7/1677

Hans Discovered

A couple years ago,lie Yoder Newsletter hired a professional to research and
transcribe Steffisburg Joder estate recods held in Bern, and these let us
correct the relationships between several families in the key emigrant
Steffisburg generations. One was the family of Niclaus' son Caspar, who had
children both in the Palatinate and remaining in Steffisburg.Caspar'sson
Hans, born 1677 was referred to by 1724 as "in some foreign country,
moreover it is not know if he's alive"



Mennonite Yoder Line
“Hans Yoder of Great Swamp”

Mennonite Yoder Line

Nicholas Joder (b. 1609-) m. Anna Trachsel

|
Caspar Joder (1648. )m. 1670 Anni Zaug

-
|

Hans ("of Grul‘Svuup") Yoder

b. c1680 (21677)
m. Anna
| |
John Caspar Magdalena
b. ¢1708 b.c1720 b.?
d.c1782 d. 1781 m. Michael Shell
m. Anna Maria m. Barbara
|
| I | |
Caspar Jacob Abraham Barbara Jacob Annie  Caspar John Abraham
b. c1745 b. 1734 b.1747 b.? Yothers b.1744 b. <1750 b.c1758 b.1761
d. 1798 d. 1807 d.1820 b.c1742 d.1822 4.? d.cl814 d. 1836
m. Fronica m. Eva m. Maria ml Cath. Kulp m.Jacob m. Barbara m.MaryB m. Eliz.
Sell Landis Sell m2.Barbara Kulp Gehman Maurer
Freu

Our Mennonite Hans

Our Mennonite Hans had beenborn "about 1680", was in PA before 1720,
and his is the only known Yoder line in American to uselte name "Caspar'-
both in his children and grandchildren's generation,We believe itvery likely
this is the same fellow.

How many of you here today are descended from: The Mennonite Yoders?



Early Swiss Anabaptists

» The Protestant Reformation in Switzerland
began in Zurich in the 1520s and spread
throughout the country.

* The Swiss Brethren were radical

evangelical reformers opposed to infant
baptism.

« Anabaptist families among the Steffisburg
residents

Early Swiss Anabaptists

The Swiss Anabaptists grew out of the Rermation and the Peasant Wars in
Europe in the 1520sSeveral Steffisburg families, including our own, became
involved in these catroversies..



Joders and the Amish

The Anabaptist Joders who were to be associated with Jacob Amman and

become Amish came oubf the family of the Jost Joder who was born on
1607¢é

Jost himself was the Chairman of the Steffisburg parish court, which
supervised morals and church and school attendance. The parish record
wrote of him that he waso hsnhomamde, ca

- An Anabaptist preacher named Ullrich Mueller was active in the
Steffisburg area and was imprisoned in 1674 for his activities. When
released he resumed preaching. I n 16
living in the town of Thun about a mile to the sath of Steffisburg, was
fined 50 kroner for letting Mueller preach on his property.

- In 1690 Jost Joder and Hans Kauffman asked to be relieved of their

parish court positions as they each
offer was not accepted.



