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MtlCH0lR YODER Research Summary
h r r"J  Mrs  .  i ' I .  F red  C o f  f  man

There is  not  much evidence on th i_s fami ly
and thei r  descendants and what  is  avai lable con-
f l i . c t s  t o  some  ex ten t .

Census records for  Northumber land Co.  PA (see
no te  #1 )  f o r  1810  l - i s t s  a  i v l e l ch io r  Yode r ,  ove r  45
w l th  w i f e ,  and  the  fo l l ow ing  ma les ,  a l l  aged  26 -
45 ,  a l l  ma r r i ed  and  w i th  ch i l d ren :  John ,Jacob ,
Henry ,  I v l e l ch io r ,  J r ,  and  Pe te r .  S  i nce  they  a l l
appear on the same census page (288)  of  Center
Twp . ,  one  cou ld  reasonab l y  expec t  t ha t  t he re  was
a  re la t i onsh ip .  f n  t he  ' 1800  census ,  same  p1ace ,
there are 5 Youter  fami l ies l - is ted,  again a l l  on
the same page.  They are Mj- lear  ( lv le lch ior?) ,  Ben-
jamin,  John & Jacob ( these aged 26-45,  and Henry,
age  16 -26 .  I n  1790 ,  on l y  Me lch io r  Yode r  i s  l i s t ed
in  l , l on tgomery  Co .  w i t h  J  ma f  es  unde r  16 ,  3  ma les
ove r  16 ,  and  2  f ema les .  F rom the  l ax  l , j _s t s :  o f
Ph i t ade lph ia  coun ty  (became Mon tgomery  i n  1784 )
wc -  f i nd  Me lcho i r  Yode r  t axed  i n  1774  fo r  13O
ac res  o f  l and .  l l e  i s  s t i l l  i n  i l a t f  j . e ' l d  Twp .  o f
Ph r l - a .Co .  i n  1779  &  1740 .  Then  i n  178J ,  Mg lcho i r
Yoder is  taxed for  170 acres of  Land in L imer ick
Twp. He remains there j  through 1796 when he and
sons  John  and  Jacob  a l l  d i sappea r .  The re  a re  no
land  reco rds  reco rded  i n  Mon tgomery  coun ty  f o r
lv le lchoi r  Yoder (  of  any speLl  ings )  .

Dunke lbe rse r .  i n  h i s  S to rv  o f  i nvde r  Coun tv .
[ P A ) ,  1 9 4 8 ,  p  1 6 6 ,  s a y s  r r T h i s  l a n d  e x t e n d e d  a s
far  west  as the land known later  as the Peter
Yoder farm. Beyond th j -s  was the land of  Melchoi r
Ye t te r . r r  I n  ano the r  Snyde r  Coun ty  book4  a  sec -
t ion on the Yoder fami ly  says | tMel ,chol r  Yoder,
Sen io r ,  came  to  t he  sec t i on  now known  as  G lobe
I ' i i l ls  before 1800.  He seems to have had a bro-
ther  named i {enry.  Melchior  and Henry were born
in Germany and af ter  corn. ing to th ls  country
se t t l ec i  i n  i ' l cn tgo rne ry  Coun ty r (PA) .  I n  1796 ,
I r i e l cho i r  Jun io r ,  and  h l s  w i f e ,  Anna ,  came  t c r
the Middle Creek Val ley and bought  some land
from Judah Roberts  in  what  is  now Middle
i l r eek  Townsh ip .  I n  a  sho r t  t ime  h j s  f a the r ,
o ro the rs ,  and  unc le  a l so  came to  t he  sec t i on .
M e l c h o i r r S e n i o r r s  c h i l d r e n  w e r e :  P e t e r ,  J a c o b ,
John ,  and  Me lcho l r r Jun j -o r .  Some th ink  he  a l so
had a son named Abraham. Ihere is  ev ldence which
ind i ca tes  t ha t  Me lcho i r  d i ed  i n  1BO2 (bu t  he
appears in  the census of  . ' l  810 !  )  .  John succeeded
to  t he  ownersh ip  o f  h i s  f a the r r s  es ta te .  I n  1790 ,
h is  fami ly  consisted of  three males over  and
three under " l  6  years,  and two females.r r

The above quotat ion
w i th  census  reco rds  and
Snyde r  Co .

wou ld  appea r  t o  con f l i c t
Orphans Court  records of

fhe Godshalk/Got tschal l  f 'ami ly  records2 state
that  Ann Godshalk the daughter  of  Godshalk God-
shalk who d ied in  1786 was marr ied to Me]chol r
Yode r ,  a  ca rpen te r  o f  Ph i l a .  Co .  PA .  Whe the r
th i s  i s  t he  f a the r  o r  t he  son  i s  open  to  con jec -

Wh i l e  John  Yode r  (bo rn  1768 )  son  o f  Me lcho i r
S r .  i s  l i s t ed  as  a  weave r  i n  t he  t ax  reco rds ,  t he
o the r  sons  were  ca rpen te rso .  Toge the r  t hey  bu i l t
t he  Se ibe r t s  o f  G lobe  M i1 l s  Lu the ran  Church  and
a  pub l i c  schoo l  i n  1BO5 in  I , 1 i - dd l "e  Oreek  Twp . ,

(cont lnue next  co lumn)

l ' i in l : lechlxrut aut dcm obcrcn Ohi(t .

l k ' r  r r ' l (  l  l a r h l r x r t s c h i l f c r  a l l f  d ( n l  ( ) h i o  $ i r  d c r  l ) c i l l s c h ' '  . l r k t ' h  . t o d c r '  l i r  f t r h r  ' m

l . r h r r  1 7 5 7  r | | . r !  s l r r . n t  h i i l i l r .

Captain Jacob Yoder-l larl-y Adventurer
lhe i f fust rat ion above was provided by Mr.  Kar l -

Joder,  the prominent  German researcher of  our  fami ly .
Capta in Jacob Yoder,  a member of  the Oley Va11ey,
yn r l en  f em i ]  v -  i s  r eco rded  as  t he  f  i - r s t  man  to  t ake
a f la tboat  down the Ohio and Miss iss lppi  to  New
Orfeans.  look for  an ar t ic le  on h is  l i fe  in  a
future edi t ion of  the Yoder Newsl-et ter .  (The real
date of  th ls  event  was .1 782)

-- -ooo0ooo---

R

Why? Because you heve eupported and shotrn faith
in the success our  paper.  When you resubscr ibe
"""  * i f i  eet  the nei t  three leeues'  You remember
tn"t "" piomised a non-profit operation and wlsh
i t  to  so renaln.  The edi tors recelve absolute ly
no monetary gain--rather we've donated our rnoneyt
t lne,  rn l leage,  etc .  towards the succe€ts of  the
YN!. All we isk le for your continued support
bv belne a subacr iber .  I t ts  been one year  now
*i . " "  o i r  f l rs t  issue and we feel  werve come a

.  Yes,  we too are paying subscr lbers '
- - -oooOooo---

(continued fron previous colunn)

Snyde r  Co .  G la t f e l t e r?  does  no t  l i s t  any  ea r l y
Lutheran Church at  that  locat ion by that  name,
but  i t  could welL bc known today by another
name.

J . P A  C e n s u s :  1 8 1 0 ,  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  C o r C e n t e r  T w p . l
R o l l # 5 1 , p 2 8 8 ;  s a m e  C o .  l B O O  R e e l -  1 4 2 r O t , p 7 4 7 i
M o n t g o m e r y  C o ,  1 7 9 0 , p 1 5 9 .

2 . P A  A r c h i v e s , 3 r d  S . V o l - . X I V  p 1 4 9 1 6 1  1  ; V o l . X V ' p 5 0 ,
{ 1 8 ; V o 1  X I V  P 5 9 8 .

J .Or ig ina l  Tax  L i s t s rMon tgomery  Co .H is t .  Soc .
4.  F i ;her ,  Dr .  Char l -es A.  'SNYDER cOUNTY PIONts i lRS'

1 9 3 8 ,  p  1 o 2 .
5 .MSS-co l l - ec t i on '  Mon tgomery  Coun ty  H i s to r i ca l

society,  TH9 G0DSHALK/Got tScH.g. i , l  FAMILY,Rev.N.B.
Grubb  (1924 )

5 . F l s h e r ,  o p . c i t .
l .  Glat fe l ter ,  Char les H.  'GERMAN LUTHERAN AND

REI'ORME! CHURCHIIIj IN THd PIINNSYLVANIA FIOL])'1717'
1 ' l  j J ,  B re in igsv i l l e ,  PA ,  1980 .

Rd.  r l ' la lvernrPa.  19355,  would be in terested in
heaiing from any readers who may have knowledge
of  th is  Yoder fami lY.
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Chr ls  Yoder,  Bat t l -e  Creek,  Michigan
Ben  F .  Yode r ,  Goshen ,  I nd iana
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V o l .  I  N o .  1 - f r e e  c o p i e s  a v a i l - a b l e .  S e n d  S A S E
# t o .  v o l .  r ,  N o .  2  o r  N o .  3 - - $ 3 . 0 0  f o r  b o t h  o r
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ft was a l itt le over a year ago that we put

toge the r  t he  f i r s t  i s sue  o f  t he  YNL .  We  rea l l y
d idn ' t  know wha t  t o  expec t  i n  t e rns  o f  i n te ree t .

As issue #3 goes to press we are happy to_
say that  your 'n-wslet te i '  has grown to over  5t {
subsc r i be rs  ac ross  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes ,  Canada ,
Swi tzer land,  Afr ica,  Germany,  Framce and Hon54
Kong.

Our 500th subseriber was
of  Yucaipa CA (a descendant
Susanna Hochstet t ler  )  .

E l io ise Cunninghan
of  Caleb Yoder and

READERS CHA],tr,ENGEI ! CAN YOU ANSWER??

AmonE the i terns contr ibuted bv our  readers was
a crypt ic  reference obta ined by Mr.  Lester  Yoder
of  Leesburg FL.  One of  the b i ts  of  data he has
col lected over  the years is  about  a tornbstone
inscr lpt ion f rom Eplers Churchyard,  Berne Twp. ,
Berks County PA. I t  reads "Here l ies Johan
Nicholas Yoder,  is  born 5th day Iebruary 1698,
d ied  15  Oc tobe r  l ?59 "  ( i n  German) .  We  a t  t he
newslet ter  cannot  l ink th is  ear ly  set t ler  to  any
particular Yoder irnmigrant l ine. Can any of you
te l l  us where Er : lers Churchyard is ,  and who th is
gentleman may have been?
I =  = = = ' :  = = = = E = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  = = =

ARTICIES WEIC0ME--Share your research with fellow
readers!  The Yoder Newslet ter  would welcome the
subrniss ion of  any or ig ina}  research and f ind ings
by Yoder h is tor ians.  Because of  space l imi tat ions
and the need to pr lor i t ize the sequence of  pub-
l icat ion,  we cannot  guarantee ear ly  use,  but  do
inv i te contr ibut ions.  They rnay be edi ted.

======================-=========================== ==

Rr : , L . l l . rU l ,  U? l ; ? : . . .  I ' l os t  f am i l y  reun ions  take  p lace
i . r  t he  sumrne r  non ths .  Ou r  sp r i nE  ed r i r on  o f  t he
i rev . ' s l - e t r t : r  shou l c i  be  a  t t r , r e l y  p1 -ac r  i o  an r :ounce
t h e n  f o r  t h e  i n i e r e s t  o f  o t h e r .  P l e a s e  l e i  u s
know as  scon  as  i ' ou  can .  , Jcp ies  o f  t he  news le t t e r
v o l .  1 ,  i s s u e  1  c a n  b e  n a d e  a v a i f a b l - e  a t  c o s t  o f
p o s t a g e  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a r  Y o d e r  r e u n i o n s .  C o n -
i a c ' " :  3 e n  I o C c r ,  l ' . C .  y o x  ) 9 4 ,  G o s h e n  r i l ; .  l ( , i 2 6 .
* * * *-)t i€ Jf Jt* + J(J( * J( **J+ )rJ* J(i( Jf i( J( ** J(.r( Jf *-)f + if )e ** ++.* *+! )€+ *lc t()i.)f

Perhaps i t  should be known to a l l  readers that
i f  you are ln  receipt  of  an of fer  to  purchase THE.
YODER FAMII ,Y UELIJ4CE P,OOK by Beatr ice Bai ley we
ft,ulf-Adtlse vouTo save- Voul rnoney. AlthouLh it
does have a sect ion on heraldry,  general  genea-
Iog i ca l  adv i ce ,  e t c . ,  a l l  i t  con ta ins  pe r t i nen t
to  YODER i s  a  l i s t  o f  Yode rs  (ove r  ?000  w i th
addresses)  g leaned f rom pui - ' l ic  sources,  that  would
be  o f  i n te res t  t o  Yode r  re la ted  reade rs .

The of fer  as i . t  comes infers that  yorr  wi l l  re-
ce i ve  i n fo rma t i on  on  the  Yode r  f am i l y .  Th l s  i s
no t  t r ue  (excep t  f o r  t he  above  l i s t ) .  Pau l  W.
Yoder of  Houston TX sent  ne copied data regar-d-
ing th is  pubt icat ion a long wi th a warning to be
wary.  He and I  both have copies of  th is  b 'ook and
feel  a l l  o f  you should be warned.

The YODER NEWSLETIER will furnish you more
YODER informat ion you seek for  a lo t  less money.

IETTERS l RoM oUR 8E_AD_!RS

EXCER]"TS OF

LETTERS FROI| OUR REAIEFS

We cer ta in ly  appreciate a l l  l -e t ters tha. t  we've
rece i ved .  Those  tha t  con ta in  i n fo r rna t i on  t ha t
m igh t  be  o f  i n te res t  t o  sone  o f  you  we  p r i n t .

" f  am most  harpy to see in the l4 l ' i i  that  you have
a  n e w s l e t t e r .  I  a m  d e e p l v  i n t e r e s t e C  i n  t h i s .
f  an  a  Yo r l e r . (My  mo the r ' s  ma ide r r  name was  Yode r
and  a l1  my  b ro the rs  and  s i s te rs  had  "Y "  as  m id -
d l e  i n i t i a l  e x c e p t  m e !  ) "  I r a  A .  K u r t z ,  J r .
Iv lennoni te Centre,76 Water loo Rd,  t /7  Kowloon,
Hong Kong.

" f  was very hanpy to be able to answer '  the
que ry  o f  i ean  Yode r  o f  H igh  Fo in t  NC.  She  ask -
ed  abou t  t he  Jacob  Eschbach  Yode r  1 ine .  He  was
the  son  o f  Jacob  F iau re r  Yo r i e r  1B04-1854  and
Anna  Eschbach  1808 -1881  o f  Leh igh  Co  FA .  Jacob
M. Yoder was the son of  Abraham Yoder t?61-
1836 and El izabsl th l lTaurer  l " i7 l -1843.  Abrahan
Yoder was the son of  Casner ancj  Rarbara Yoder
of  Lower Mi l ford Twp,  Bucks Co PA. Casper was
the sorr  of  the immigrant ,  Hans Yoder and h is
w l fe ,  Anna . "  R i cha rd  J .  Yo the rs  J r .  t sos ton  l 4A
+ - . - i - - - - - -

"My husband 's  g randmother ,  P la rgree t  Ane l ia
Y o d e r  n a r r j e d  J o s e p h  T h o m p s o n .  S h e  w a s  t h e
dau.  o f  Wi l l ian  Shermanr  YoCer  who se t t1ed in
J e f f e r s o n  C o .  P A .  I  b e l i e v e  t h e y  a r e  f r o m  t h e
0 1 e v  Y o d e r s .
I  researched the  Thornpsons and t raced them tc
I t ' l a ry1and,  Har fo rd  Co. ,  bu t  I  am s tuck  there .
f  have a lways  wanted  to  do  the  YoCers .  I  l i ke
t h e  n e w s l e : t t e r  v e r y  m u c h . "  I ' l o r e n c e  T h o n p s o n
Union tovm OH 44685

" 1  a m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  a  c h a r . t  o f  d e s -
cendants  o f  ny  Yoder  fo rbears .  My grandfa ' ther
was John A.  Yoder  o f  Srn i thv i l le  and ny  mother
w a s  C r i s s i e  C .  Y o d e r . "  E r n e s t  C .  S h a n k ,  C o o k e -
v i l l e  T N  1 8 5 0 1

l ' rom Fa.u l ine  Yor le r ,  Greencro f t ,  Goshen fN:
F ' l e a s e  s e n d  m e  t h e  Y o d e r  N e w s l e t t e r .  I  a m
v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d .  f  w a s  a  Y o d e r  a n d  m a r r i e d
q Ynr le r - - rnv  g randna Yoder  was a  loder - -and
m y  m o t h e r ' s  s i d e  h a s  Y o d e r s - - n o  r n a t t e r  w h i c h
way I  tu rn- - there  thev  are .

E lo ise  Cunn inghar r  o f  Yuca ipa  UA w? l tes  the

fo l low lng .  " I  wou ld  l i ke  to  a lso  say  to
yooers  e ie rywhere  rYou are  sure  n iss ing  a

lo t  i f  you  are  no t  a  subscr iber  to  the

N e w s l e t l e r . '  "  T h a n k s ,  E l - o i s e !
r ! !F======== == -= === === ==Ei:€g.- : .E=--. : ;  *EE=?=E== ======

B v  t h e  w a y ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  a  c h a n g e  o f  s d d r e s s '
D lease in fo rm us .  A lso ,  severa l -  have asked what
S A S E  # 1 0  m e a n s .  S e l f - a d d r e s s e d - s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e
( b u s i n e s s  s i z e  ) .

- - - o o o 0 o o o - - -

N. r * ;SLTTT- i t r  r i r . J . l : : r  5 ! l -? !S  H1;  OWN. . .  l ' ; r .  H .  wa l - te r
Y o d e r  o f  G r a n d  l t a p r c i s  I ' i l c h i g a n  h a s  b e g . u l  a . n e w s -
f e t t e r  v r i t h i n  t h e  f a m r l y  o f  J c h n  P .  Y o d e r  \ 1 8 3 7 -
1 9 1 7 )  a s  a  m e a n s  t o  g a t n e r , n l ' o r r n a t i o n  a n c i  t o
s h a r €  i t  a r , ' r c n g  t h e  n e m o e r s  o i  t h a t  l a n i l y .  t i e
c o n m e n d  l i i s  e f f o r i s ,  a n d  w i s h  h i m  w e l l - .
) i+t+*JrJf ++t* ) .Jt ta+J+' Jt+iJtJt**)e+*) iJt++**i(+*)6*+)i . t f  Jf  +)tJ(J(*J+**J(

Ftl\ ' l ILY Kll ]Pi i ] ' l  Tt)U' i l ' I  l f i r touGil I i lAy-L1IiG inTT:ln..
T n e  c h i l c i r e n  o f  i ' , e n n o  i .  Y o c i e r  ( 1 8 6 3 - 1 9 5 2 )  h a v e
s p r e a d  f a r  a n d  w i d e .  T o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e r n  o f
k e t p . n q  ' n  t o u c h  t h e y  h a v e  a  t r a v c f i n g  l e t t e r
wh lch  makes ' ,he  c  i rcu i t  everv  f  ew rnonths  .  . iach

l a . i ' - " : /  a d o s  t i - e i r  c * r r  n e * s  i : ,  t h e  p a c k a g e  a n d  t h : n
t a k e J  i 1  c u - "  a q a i n  a n d  p l c v i d e s  n e w  w r e n  r - c  c o n ? s
b a c k .  W o u l d  t i r i s  w o r k  f o r  y o u ?
J( *J(-i+ + r{-}t * J( * )t J( J(i( Jt )ti( r(* J(Jf Jf * *J( JtJf J(+* tr* YrJ(it Jt+'l(*+Jt*J(* **iCt(
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PLACTS NAMED YODER SERfEST

Yoder,  Kansas
by David Luthy

l ,ocated in  Reno County,  Ka.nsas,  e ight  mi les south-
east  of  the county seat  of  Hutchinson is  the smal1 town
o f  "Yode r " .  I t  i s  i n  t he  cen te r  o f  an  Amish  fa rm ins
commun i t y .  f t s  name comes  f rom an  ea r l y  se t t l e r ,  E1 i  M .
Yod  e r .

El i  Yoder was born f 'ebruary 6, ,  L844 in Union
County,  Pennsylvania,  but  grew to manhood in the
Amis l i  communi ty  of  Long Green,  Mary land,  where h is
pa ren ts  had  rnovec  abou t  1849 .  E l i , s  f a the r ,  So lo -
T91. ,  yag b ishop of  the Mary lanci  congregat ion.  In
1874  E l i  was  th i r t y  yea rs  o l c t ,  had  i o t - j o i ned  the
Amish  Church ,  and  was  ye t  s i ng le .  He  c lec ided  to  go
lVest  to  "seek h is  for tune' ,  and landed in Reno
County,  Kansas,  where he met  a non-Amish young
woman, Mary Young,  and soon marr ied her .  

-Thef

set tLed down,  to farming a hal f  sect ion of  pra i r ie
- - 3 2 0  a c r e s . "

When the Missour l  Paci f ic  Rai l road was beinq
b,u i l t  across Reno CountV,  i t  passed over  E1i
Yode r ' s  f a rm .  He  pe rsuaded  the  ra i l r oad  to
construct  a 2O-ro<j  spur  past  h is  bui ld inss and
ta lkeC the government  in to estabLlshine i  post
o f f i ce  i n  one  ro4m o f  h i s  house - - t hus  tode r ,
Kansas was born.

- rn  1ggg ,  E1 i  yode r  so ld  h i s  f a rm  to  an
Amishman ,  Rudy  M.  Bon t rage r ,  f o r  $5 ,OOO-ana
moved to Hutchinson where he became a . iust ice
o f  t h e  p e a e e  o n  J u l v  2 9 ,  I 9 O 5 . 5

Yoder,  Kansas never  grew very large.  By 1910
i t  had  a  popu la t i on  o f  t h i r t y - f i ve .  f i  l 9?3
i t s -popu la t i on  had  r i sen  to  a lmos t  100 ,  mos tLy
ret i red farners.  A longt ime res ident  of  the Amish
communi ty ,  D.  K.  Borntrager ,  repor ted in  L9?3 that
the  town  cons i s ted  o f r

. . . a  f i v e - r o o m  c o n s o l l d a t e d  s c h o o l ,  a
very good and st rong bank,  a b ig hard-
ware anC lumber oompany owned by Alvin
F ry ,  a  b ig  e leva to r  100  fee t  h igh  and
another  s torage b in wi th a capaci ty  of
3 5 0 , 0 0 0  b u s h e l s ,  o n e  f o o d  l o c k e r ,  o n e
very busy gas stat ion and repai r  shop,
one a l l -purpose b lacksmith shop,  and t
a  b ig  road  con t rac to r  w i t h  b ig  mach ine ry . ' '

A  m i l - e  wes t  o f  t own  i s  a  po l i ce  academy  l oca ted
on the former naval  a i r  base which d isptaced Amish
farmers in  1942.

Iour  nonths af ter  arr iv ing in  Kansas,  E1i  was
jq i l gg ,by  ano the r  wayward  A rn i s t r  you th ,  E .  l ' .  peachy ,
o f  .M i f f l i n  Coun ty ,  Pennsy l van ia . -  A l t hough  peachy , " s
father  was a lso an Amish min is ter ,  he too had chosen
no t  t o  j o i n  t he  chu rch ,  commen t i ng  l a te r  i n  1 i f e ,"My parents belonged to the Amish Ch4rch,  but  thev
cou l c j  neve r  pe rsuade  me  to  be Iong . , ,  a .

In the fa l -1 of  that  same year,  a th i rd Ami.sh
you th ,  John  Na fz inge r . ,  a r r i ved  i n  Reno  Coun ty .  He
was  a  nephew o f  E l_ i  Yode r ,  be ing  the  son  o f  E l i r s
s_is terr  -Lydia,  and Feter  Nafz inger  of  Long Green,
Mary land.  John worked on h is  uncle 's  farm and eot
acqua in ted  w i th  Mrs .  Yode r , s  s i s te r ,  Emma young l
and mar ied her .

None of  these three young men chose to remain
in  t he  Amish  fa i t h  i n  wh i ch  they  had  been  ra i sed .
Perhaps they everr  t t rought  they could escape f rom
thei r  p la in past  by moving far  away f rom thel r
home commun i t i es .  I f  t h i s  was  the  case ,  i t  mus t
have come as qui te a surpr ise to them nine years
Iater  when Amish farn l l ies f rom l l l ino is  beeln
set t l ing in  Reno County-- r ight  in  the neig[bor-
hood where they were homesteading.  Actual ly  i t
was  qu i t e  by  acc lden t  t ha t  t he  A ; i sh  se t t l ed  t he re .
Or ig inal ly  they had p lanned to go to Nebraska;
but  when they could not  t ravel  fur ther  because
o f  a  f l ood ,  t hey  de tou red  i n to  Kansas .  A  rea l
estate agent  f rom Hutchinson showed them land in
Reno County.  They l iker i  what  they saw and
purchased farms in Kansas instead of  Nebraska.

E1 i  Yode r  now found  h imse l f  w i t h  Amish
ne ighbo rs .  He  showed  no  i n te res t  j n  t he i r  nh r r rnh
and  i t  i s  sa i c i  i i r a t  i r e  t r i ed  t o  n i i e  ; ; ; - ; . ; ; - ' " " '
f rom them that  he had been ra ised Amish--a seem-
ing l y  i r nposs ib le  t ask  w i t h  a  name l i ke  . ' yode r ' , .
E, .  I ' .  Peachy re lated many years la . ter .  how El i  was
f l na l l y  exposed  r

Mr.  Yoder was the f i rs t  Amish man to
set t le  in  th is  communi ty ,  but  when Amish
people fo l lowed h im and organized a
chu rch ,  he  neve r  un i t ed  w i th  t hem.  I n
fac t ,  Mr .  Yode r  t r i ed  t o  keep  i t  h i d
f rom the Anish fo l "ks that  he had beloneed
to them. Jake Bontrager  once said the!
we re  th resh ing  fo r  Mr .  yode r .  A f t e r
supper they were s i t t ing i r r  the room ta lk_
ing .  Mrs .  Yode r  t hen  wen t  i n  t he  bed room
and  b rough t  Mr .  yode r ' s  l ong - ta i l ed  coa t
and barndoor t rousers and showed them to
us  i n  t he  absence  o f  Mr .  yode r .  No  soone r
had she shown them to us unt i l  Mr.  yoder
ha.ppened to corne in and saw what she wa.s
doing.  He rebukeci  her  rather  sever ly  for
i t ,  r i gh t  i n  t hg  p t : esence  o f  t he  en t i r e
t h r e s h i n g  c r e w . J .

Yode r  i s  no t  l i s t ed  i n  t he  i ndex  o f  t he  1982
Rand McNal lv  RoaS!  A t las ,  bu t  does  appear  on  the
Kansas map.  I t  is  s i tuated on Highway No.  96 and
h a s  a  p o s t  o f f i c e  u s i n g  Z I P  c o d e  6 ? 5 8 5 ,

f  oo  t no tes  r

I .  Thomas,  Clarke and G1enn Wi l l_ iams,  "They
Prese rve  01d  S imp l i c i t y , "  The  News-Hera ld ,
May 20 ,  I ' )5 I  .

2 .  Bo rn t rage r ,  D .  K . ,  "H i s to ry  o f  t he  Amish
Mennon i tes  i n  Reno  Co . ,  Kansas " .  an
unpub l i shed  wr i t i ng  da ted  I | eb ,  2? ,  t 967 .

3 .  r b i d .

4 .  1 0 l d .

5. I l -"* fogical  data for Et i  Yoder and his
parents were obta ined f rom Amos L.  l - isher ,
Ronks ,  FA .

5 .  A  l e t t e r  t o  t he  au tho r  da ted  May  27 ,  1973 ,
f rom D .  K .  Bo rn t rage r .

(The  a r t i c l e  above ,wh ich  o r i g i na l l y  appea red
in the JuLy L973 issue of  "Fami ly  L i fe" ,
has  been  upda ted  by  t he  au tho r  espec ia l l y
fo r  t he  Yode r  Newe le t t e r )

. - - oooOooo- - -

GINGERTCH/KRETDER BOOK STATUST Many readers are
looking forward to the publ lcat ion of  Dr .  Hugh
Ginger ich and Rachel  Kre ider ,s  nonumental  wook
on the Arnish i rnmigrants and thei r  Cescendants
th rough  1850 .  Lev i  L .  S to l t z fus  has  i n fo rnec l  us
tha t  t he  p re r rub l i ca . t i on  p r i ce  o f  $35 .00  ended
as of  Apr i l  l ,  1984.  Informat ion on th is  f ine
book and i ts  expected publ icat ion date (sorne-
t ime next  sunmer)  can be received by wr i t ingr
Levi  L.  Sto l tz fus,  !8  South Graf fdale Roa.d,
Leo la  PA  t?54O.
l++.rfr+*tl l t lr**{t*t+ltt+tf**J**LtlJs*at+lf*lrt ltt.talr*lf+rtt+fJat*tr*+Jf}-i i}.,+

Se l f r i gh teousness ,  de r i ved  f rom abs t i nence
f rom a  a  hab i t  o r  p rac t i ce ,  i s  t he  g rea te r  s j - n .



li:rliilulll"nllslili'iiuili Hans Joder of Great Swamp
i s sue

There are more than fifty genealogies on various
Yoder families in America, but none speeifically
concerning those that settled in upper Bueks County,
Pennsylvania. The following, based on the premises
that the relationship between John Yoder Sr. and John
Yoder Jr., is one of father and sons, is an attempt
to fiU that gnawing void.

The immigrant and progenitor of this family wa's
one Hans Joder or John Yoder Sr. Although the
specific date of his immigration is not known, it can
be reasonably fixed between 1?l3 and l?20, and most
likely l?17, the year in which some of his friends
and neighbors who settled at the Great Swamp also
immigranted.(l) He and his wife Anna, whose surname
is unknown, were born in Euope in the latter part of
the l?th century.(2) They were friends of and
eontemporaneous with George Bachman (1685-1?53) and
Maria Bachman (f698-f7?6) who once wefe their
immediate neighbors and possibly relatbd.(3) The
size of their family when they immigTated is unknown
but the fact that their son John required
naturalization and their son Casper did not suggests
that the former was born in Europe and the latter in
Amer ica .

The earliest record of John Yoder Sr. is based on
hearsay evidence in the form of notes kept by Isaac
Yothers (1884-1959).(4) These notes state that John
Yoder Sr. bought from Joseph Growden on Jan. 1?, 1720
ninety-nine acres at Great Swamp in Richland
adjoining (actually between) lands of Jacob Clemmer
and George Bachman. That property is at present
bound on the north by Route 663, on the east by the
Milford and Richland Township boundaries, on the
south by the road from Quakertown to Milford Square
and the Upper Bueks County Airport, and extends
westward by twc-thirds of a mile or half the distance

between Portzer Road and Milford Square. The entire

property basieally remains farmland and is what is

iro* tn6*n as Route 663 Produce and Nursery.(S)
The earliest existing document identifying John

Yoder Sr. is a petit ion dated Sept. 17' 1730

requesting a road be laid out from the new

meetingh6use to Montgomery Road on the county Une ir

order t-o have access to Philadelphia.(6) In 1734 the

names of both John Yoder Sr. and John Yoder Jr.

appear on a single documenti a petition for
naturalization.(?) The purpose for naturalization
was to secure the right to own and transfer real

estate under existing EngIsh law.(8) Between 1?20

and 1?40 naturalizaiion virtually required an act of

the Provincial Pennsylvania Assembly and few Germans

achieved this goal' and then not without political

bribery.(g) The results of this particular petition

were that only l4 of 55 petit ioners obtained
naturalization by an act passed on March 29,
I  73s l  l  0 )

Pourteen years elapse before further evidenee of
John Yoder Sr. is found. That evidence, in the form
lf estate papers of his friends ind neighbors,
ceflects that he was a responsible member of his
3ommunity. Considering his sssociates, the strategic
intermarriages, and religious aetivity of his
Cescendants, it would be a reasonable speculation
that he was an elder or trustee under the bishoorie
c f  Va lcn t ine  C lemmer .  ln  I?48 he  s igned a
renunciation to the executorship of the estate of
Samuel Shoup who lived at Great Swamp with John
Drissell.(11) In the same year he helped take
inventory for the estate of John Landis of Great
Swamp.(Iz) In 1751 he appraised the estate of Jacob
Clemmer  o f  Lower  MiUord . (13)

During the year 1750 he apparently had intentions
toward retirement and it was not coineidental that
his son John chose to engage in real estate
traNactions in December of 1750. These actions were
well coordinated with John Yoder Sf. 's retirement
plans.(l4) The last known doeument concerning John
Yoder Sr. is dated April 2, 1753 when he witnessed
the purehase of land by his son Casper.(l5)

When he and his wife died or where they are bufied
are unknown. Although there is no list of children
or a family Bible record now known, there is evidence
that such a record may have existed. Among the
lonfiscated peNonal property of his grandson during
the Revolutionary war there were two Bibles sold at

lublic auction. One belonging to Casper Yoder (d.

l?98) was bought by John Bare for L6.7.6' the other

relonging to Jaeob Yoder (1?34-180?) was bought by

John Siegfried, then sheriff of Northampton Countyt
for L14.10.0.; an incredible amount at that t ime. At
that same sale Ll4 purchased a steer, a eow, or ten

sheep. It is possible that one of these Bibles'
presumably the latter' may originally have been the
Bible of John Yoder Sr. This Provenance would
confirm both with tradition and the pfactice of
pri mogeniture.(16)

bv Ken Hottle*
__,_Flor a,legal viewpoint there is neither proof norprimary evidence that John yoder Jr. "no i."p".'ioo",were or rere not sons of John yoder Sr. of C.r""t----
!y"Tp:. concerning John yoder 

.Jr,; it " 
-i""griiii""i

proximity_indicated in the petition of tZIs inaparucuiarly the fact t}|at both suceessfully obtainednaturalization strongly suggests tne retatidnsnio-oi-
rarher and son. [n lZ3S the homestead wes e.ro*Ouowith both children and grandchildr"n "ni"n-"ouij1" "reasonable time for him to set out on his """i-ih* 

-

h.e purchased land at Saueon. Hi" r"na fllii"Jur"il"."all.upstream conforming with the *r"f i"tnur*"r 
"""

pattern of settlement. Both men setfled besideG€orge,Bact)man_.sugges-ting a com mon relationship. andrne land transactions of l?50 are all too obvioul ?be coincidental.
Concerning Casper yoder; although the yother Notesare hearsay they can be valiiated ti tr,u-"*r""f tl"I""the land owned bv Casoer was the.same "r"" i 'Oy' i "1,

Yoder Sr.(l?) nire is an impressron among sone
descendants that casper was an only child' but
evidence supporting this exclusiveness is wanting.

lJohn C. Wengef. Htstory of the Mennonites of thl
Frdnconio Conlerence (Telford, Pa.! Franconia
Mennonite Historical Society, f93?) p. 398. "in the
year 1?17 many more of our fellow believers eame I
us from GermanyJ' The earliest German setuers of
Great Swamp were probably among this group.

2see footnote f7. Allowing that John Yoder Jr. wl
at least 21 years of age in 1734, his parents would
have been born in the 17th eentury.

3Dorothy K. Landis. Rep@t of the 3lst Reunlon oJ
the Londis-Ldndes Fomtlies (Bethlehem, Pa3 Times Pt
Co,, 1950) p. 44. Anna Bachman is given as the wil
of John Yoder Jr. without supporting evidence or
reference to the source of that statement. Ttle
question is raised whether Anna Bachman was the wi
of John Yoder Jr. or John Yoder Sr.!

4Thse notes were generously shared by a grandsol
of lsaac Yothers, Richard J. Yothers, Jr.' 259 W.
Newton St . ,  Boston,  MA 02116.

son a draught of that property dated 1821 the Ro
to Milford Square is identified as the "Road from
Quakertown to Millerstownn which suggests that may
have been an early name for Milford Square.

oWilliam W.H. Davis. History of &rcks County. znd
rev. ed. (Pipersville, Pa.: A.E. Lear Inc., 19?5)
1:443. There afe numerous errors in the account of
this petition which contains 35 rather than 32
signators. The three additional signatures are those
of David Ginke$, John Greasley, and Casper Ceimar
The signature of Hans Joder is erroneoNly
transcribed as Samuel Yoder. Other similar erros ar
Abraham HiIl is actually A. Shelly, Jacob Klein is J.
Klemmer, Peter Curtz is P. Zuck, Henry Walp is H.
Taylor, and John Jacob Zeitz is George Zeitz. T\e
original document is in the criminal division at the
Bucks County Courthouse.

7 Petitton to the Assembly in 1734 for
Notxralizotton by Divers Inhob{tants of &rcks County
at Historical Society of Pa., Streiper Collection,
Bueks County Paperc, l:4?. The names on this
petition are not signatures in spite of the fact that
some are written by various German hands. Attach€
to the petition is a clerical eopy of these names. I
rendering of this petition appears in Davisrs Histtry
of &rcks Cdnty L:425-426 which contaiN both
omissions and errors.

Supon the death of an unnaturalized alien, his
land, along with improvements, would theoreticauy
revert to the proprietary govefnment under existing
English law. Although never enforced, this law
served as a constant threat to the German+orn
! m migrant.

gRichard K. MaeMaster, Samuel L. Horst, & Rober
UUe. Conscience In Crisis (Scottdale, Pa.: Herald
Press, 1979). Naturalization statistics and their
corresponding legislative process are compactly and
effectively treated here as well as tracing politieal
bribery revealed in Pa. Archives, 8th Series,
2:2855-2856.
l.oJames T. Mitchell & Henry Flanders, Stotutes At

I:arge -o! _,P ermsylvonio From I 6 I 2 - I g0 I ( Harrisburg,
Pa.: 189?) *283-285. Both John yoders are inclJded
among the suecessful 5 Mennonites, 2 Brethren. and ?
Luther€n or Reformed petitionem that acquired
naturalization steming from the petition oi n}q.
Abraham Shelly and Jacob Musselman were &mong tho
who were not successful. Whether their failure can
be attributed to their moral scruDles or a lack of
funds remains to be answered.
_- l lyq of  Samuel  Shoup ol  creat  Swamp (Jan.  8,
1747/48; pfobated Feb. ls, L747/48), phitidetDhia
Co.,_WiI-Book F:128,  Fi le f100.  This renuneiat ion,
which included John Drissel, reads, r'but being
antient and not fit to tfavel in ye winter Seison."

l2WiU of  John Landis of  creat  Swamp (Seot.  26.
l?r l?;  probated May t ,  1?51) phi la.  Co. ,  Wi l l  Book
1:397, Fi le #255.

l3wi i l  of  Jacob Clemmer of  Mi l ford (March 30.  1?4!
pro.  Nov.  r r ,  1751) Phi la.  Co.  Wi l t  Book I :438,  Fi ie
#280. His name but not his signature appears.

l4John Yoder Jr. negotiated a complex sale of lS0
acres in Milford Twp. that involved several
principals. The dates of these transactions were
Dec. 21,  l?50 and Dec.  30,  l?50.  The land was based
on a warrant  dated Ma] '4,  l?3T and was probab. lv in
part an investment vehicle fof John yodei Sr. ihe
notes of Isasc Yotherc state that John yoder Sr. sold
tne homestead to h is son Casper on Dee. g,  1?50.

In addition to these arguments, there was among
some colonial brothers the practice of naming their
sons identically. It is more than eurious that John
Yodef Jr. and Casper Yoder each named their sons
Abraham, Casper, and Jacob, Casper had another son
named John and there is an unproven, but persistent,
b€lief that John Yoder Jr. also had a son named John.
Thus between 1720 and 1?50, there is sufficient,
consistent and connected, circumstantial evidence to
infer that they were both som of John Yoder Sr.

There is a speculative third child; a daughter, in
the intriguing personage of one Magdalena Yoder. Her
appearance can be traced to the papers of Dorothy K.
Landis collection at Lancaster Mennonite Historical
Society where there is a notation stating that
Michael SeU (1748-1772) married Magdalena Yoder.
Ms. Landis obtained this pearly morsel from some
unrevealed source, but applied it to the wrong person
8 n o  r a m l r y . ( r 6 ,

Michael Sell was a son of Henry SeU (1?2,1-1?86)
and [lary (Shell) Sell (b. 1?26). The similarity of
these two surnames nas causeo many genealogists to
enor, (19) but it is within the efror that a greater
revelation is found, Mary Shell was the only
daughter of Michael SheU (1693-l?69) and it is HIS
second wife's name that was Magdalena.(20) This, in
all probability, is the Magdalena Yoder that Ms.
Landis placed in efror.

To speculate further, Magdalena Yoder was also a
sister to John and casper. The close relationship
between the Yoder and SeIl families, with its
intermarriages, has never really been explained,
Magdalena Yoder as stefgrandmother to the SeII
children and the elderly aunt to the Yoder children
would be in a position to both influenee and aecount
for that relationship. Hopefuuy, additional
children of John Yodef Sr. may eventually be
irientif ied throueh modern reseafeh techniaues. | '

.Ken Hot t le ,  Box  ?14,  A l len town,  PA 18t05 .

roo tno tes  on  th i rd  co lumn

( c o n t i n u e d  o n  n e x t  p a s e )



lsDeed, John Lester to Casper yoder (Aprll Z, l?Sg,
rec. Nov, 7, L797, Bucks Co. 29:390-39I. Casper paid
Joh Lester Ll40 for 70 acres ln Richland Two. Ttis
Iand joined the noftheast corner of the homeitead
tract at what is now Portzer Road, extended eestward
to the junction of Route 663 and Old Bethlehem pike,
whieh also ran diagonally across the property,
northward beyond Quakertown borough limits above what
is now the K-Mart shopping eenter, and westward again
to Portzer Road.

l6Pa. Archives' 6th Series' 122432, 444.
l?Joseph Growdents great tract of 1490 acres was

sold in part to Divers Dutchmen Prior to l?25 when
the residual acefage was sold to Robert Fletcher. In
l?85 a resurvey of this remainder was made basieally
identifying the family names of these Df\rers
Dutchmen.

18 wilt of Michael SeIl (pro. April 70, L772)
Northampton Co., Will File #556. The fact is that
irlichael was 24 years old when he died, his wifers
name was Barbara and he had a son named Michael.

l9May Mathis Green-Watson. Nold Fomily Hlstory &
c enealogicol Baclegrouurd. (Corpus Christi, Tex:1941)
p.?. The Shell and SelI surnames are erroneously
considered as one family and it is through this errof
that the records of the Shell family are preserved.

2oWill of Michael Shell (pro. Feb. 19, 17?0) Phila.
Co. Will Book 0:465. File *346. In this will there
is mention of a release between Michael Shell and his
second wife. This release has not as vet been
Ioeated.

( E d l t o r s ' n o t e r

I f  your  Yoder ancestors had long-
standing Mennonl te roots (as opposed
to those who coaverted f rom the Amish) ,
th is  excel lent ly  researched ar t ic le  by
Mr.  Hot t le  should be of  Dart icu lar
in terest .  A l l  o f  the Mennoni te Yoder
l - ines that  we are aware of  descended
fron the Hans Joder i jo f  GraatS6rapp". l

-  - - o o o 0 o o o - - -

PRICETOWN CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
" Oldest Unaber ed Church"

-  r 7 ? 7  -

T h e  a b o v e  p r i n t  w a s  o n  s b a t i o n e r y  r e c e i v e d  f r o m
P e n  Y o d e r ,  o f  M o h r s v i l l e  P A .  H e  w r o t e ,  " R e v .

J a c o b  R .  Y o d e r  p r e a c h e d  i n  t h e  P r i c e t o w n  C h u r c h
o f  t h e  F r e t h r e n  1 8 6 : 0  t o  1 t 8 t r .  H e  w a s  a  g r e a t -
g randson o f  the  Widow Farbara  Yoder  and my grea t -
g rand f  a ther .  : '
J f l+ ls* r f l t l f t t * t++*** t+11. . * { t r t++r t {a . t+* t f l t t f+ l+ { .J t t+ ta+ . | . . *++t t+* l tJ t . t t . * t+*+* f

THn NoRTH CARILTNA YODITRS

O f  a l l  t h e  Y o d e r  i m m i r a n t s  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,
Conrad Yoder  was un ique.  He is  the  on ly  one o f  our
name known to  have se t t led  ou ts ide  o f  the  Pennsy l -
van ia  ? . re&o In  h is  H is to r l t  o f  the  Yoder  la rn i l v  in
N o r t l r .  C a r o l i n a ,  L 9 7 0 ,  D r .  F r e d  R o y  Y o d e r  t e l l s  o f
Conrad 's  immigra t ion  to  l ' ennsy lvan ia  in  the  n idd le
o f  the  century  and o f  h is  move to  Nor th  Caro l ina
s o n e t i r n e  b e t w e e n  1 7 5 5  a n d  1 7 6 2 ,  T h e r e  h e  s e t t l e d
about  e igh t  mi les  south  o f  H ickory ,  Nor th  Caro l ina
and ra ised a  fami ly  o f  s ix  sons  and two daughters .
T h e  f a m i l y  B i b l e  r e c o r d s  c i t e d  t v  D r .  Y o d e r  s h o w
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i r t h  d a t e s  f o r  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n r  J o h n
2 6  O c t , .  1 7 6 4 ;  J a c o b  1 J  D e c .  l ? 6 ? ;  D a v i d  3  A p r ,  \ ? ? o r
E l i z a b e t h  1 4  A p r ,  1 7 ? 6  3  E l i a s  l 1  O c t  ,  L ? ? ?  I  D a n i e l
1 8  J u n  1 7 8 0 ;  C a t h e r i n e  2 1  D e c ,  I ? 8 2 ;  A d a m  2 3  J u n
t i ' 8 5 .  T h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b y  C o n r a d o s
f i r s t  w i f e  C h r i s t i n a  C 1 i n e ,  a n d  t h e  r e r n a i n i n g  b y
h is  th l rd  w i fe ,  Cather ine  Huf fman.  Two o f  the  sons
John and Dav id ,  remained in  Nor th  Caro l_ ina  and
t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  s o r n e  d e t a i l  i n
D r .  Y o d e r ' s  b o o k .  J a c o b ,  E l i a s  a n d  D a n i e L  m o v e d
to  southern  Ind iana about  181J  and Adam is  sa id
t o  h a v e  g o n e  t o  T e n n e s s e e .

Laban Yoder ,  a  g rea t  g randson o f  Conrad Yoder
w r o t e  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  S .  C .  Y o d e r ,  G o s h e n  C o l l e g e ,
da ted  January  o f  L928,  tha t  Conrad was a  Mennon l te
and owned a  Mennon i te  Hymnal .  He a lso  s ta ted  tha t
C o n r a d  v i s i t e d  w i t h  h i s  h r o t h e r  J a c o b  Y o d e r  i n
Berks  County ,  Pennsy lvan ia ,  p r io r  to  h is  migra t ion
to  Nor th  Caro l i .na .  I t  i s  no t  known who th is  Jacob
n igh t  have been and how Conrad is  connected  to  the
o t h e r  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  Y o d e r  f a m i l y .

L a b a n  g o e s  o n  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  C o n r a d
w h o  m o v e d  t o  f n d i a n a .  " o f  t h e s e  s o n s  J a c o b  m o v e d  t o
fnd iana and se t t leC near  F loon ine ton .  He was the
f a t h e r  o f  f i v e  s o n s r  E m m a n t r e l ,  G e o r g e ,  J a c o b ,  J o h n
a n d  H e n r y . . . . E L i a s ,  s o n  o f  C o n r a d ,  m o v e d  t o  f n d i a r r a
c a . .  1 8 1 6 .  H i s  s o n s  w e r e  J o h n ,  J e s s l e ,  J o n a s ,  C o n -
rad  and Joe.  "

W e  a r e  a l l  c e r t a i n l v  i n d e b t e d  t o  D r .  l ' r e d  R "
Y o d e r ,  L a i - ' a n  Y o d e r ,  C o l i n  i v r  .  Y o d e r ,  C o 1 .  G e o r g e
Yoder  and o ther  menbers  o f  th is  fami ly  who have
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  d o c u n e n t e d  b i t s  o f  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e .
I t  c a n  t - r e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  Y o C e r  N e w s l e t t e r  w i l l
p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  i n  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  a n d  h o p e -
fu l1y  b reak  new ground on  the  descendants  o f
C o n r a d  Y o d e r  w h o  m o v e d  w e s t .

Conrad Yoder(1) monument, erected in 1958.

The above n ic tu re  was cop ied  f ro rn  I i red  Roy
Y o d e r ' s  b o o !  H i s t o r v  o f  t h e  y o d e r  l , a m i l v  i n
Ncr th  Ca. rq l ina .  I t  i s  a  comprehens ive  wor t r
cover inq  *n"  0" " : : : : : : : : " : :_ :onrad  Yoder

ff* I : i

CONRAD YODER
t7 - t790

PlO\FER AND FOUNDER 0f  i . : -S
YODER FAMILY IN NORTH CAROI. I \ {  i
C l l R l S l l N A  C L I ) l I  Y O D L R  t s r  u r r i

S E I I . Z  Y O D E R  2  N D  \ r I r I
CATHARINL HUFFMAN YOIJEI I  3  FD! / I I I .

a B t J R t E D  t \  t ) t  D  B A h E t i  a t , , 1 t  l f . R \  )
L L | T  \ B t T H  Y O D E R  D A r  ( ; r i l r r

, \ t . so  R r . . lR i l _D  HLRI
nAF IJARA Y ( ) t )F - l )  n i l t  ( ; r \ ! t ) \ r  ( , t , l t r ,
Vi \ ( IDAI.ENA Di  ITZ YODI f i  . !  , r t r^ ,1 r  r t r t r ,

- - - o o o u o o o - - -



***** ,1+**n***+YoDER INQUIRIES*l t**{ f  ++l t** l+ l f  ' l+ l t+** l f

THE YNL wi l l  publ ish Yoder-re lated inqui r ies
or  exchanges at  no charge.  Plea.se l in i t  t 'o  )O
words or  so p lus your  return mai l ing address.
Al l  inqui r ies are checked against  our  records
to  see  i f  we  can  ho lp  t oo .  Send  i nqu i r i es  t o t
Ch r i s  Yode r  ( l r fN r  News le t t e r  I nqu i r y ) ,  203
Lakesh i re  Rd ,  Ba t t l e  C reek , ru i I  49015 .
ta*t+.trtstt+Jt**tt*lttf l*Llf l+lt+*lr*lt*rsttl l*rf lfLlf.Llt+ltt l. l t*+*+*11 J€

W h o  w a s  o L v i n a  Y o d c r  ( j l s e y r a  l o e t e r ? )  w n o  m a r -
r l e d  i l i i l t o n  d l f l e f o r d . H e r  r n o t h e r  w a s  a  I ' i i l 1 e r
a n d  h e r  s o n  i a m u e l  v / i - f  l e f o r d  w a s  b o r n  D e c . 1 B 5 )
i n  J a r t h a g e , ( Y .  . t e p l y  t o : H .  K r e i d e r  c / o  r , h , e
V n r t  : r  \ l o r , r c l  o l - t - a r ,  P.  O.  Box 5 94 ,  Goshen ,  I i i  46 ' j26
J(J(J(J()CJ(JfJ()fJ(*J€i(JCtC+J(J()e*Jf*?et(J+)€J(J()CJ+++*J(***J(J(r(rC)fXt6i+J(J(*

W o u l d  f r k e  i n f o .  o n  a n d y  o r  A n d r e w  Y o d e r  w h o
l i v e d  i n  P l y m o u t h r i i \ i  a r e a .  ' , V i f e  S a r a h  f l e r s h b e r -
g e r .  i h i l d r e n : A b r a h a m r i { u d y r J o e  r A n d r e w ,  a n d  A n n a
w h o  m a r r - i e d  A d a m  r i i i f l e r . r i e p l y  t o : l i e n r y  Y o d e r ,
1 5 7 5  B a d o u r  R d r R  2 ,  l v l i d l a n d , l U I  4 8 6 4 0 .
*J(+r*l(r()€J(r(-*J(J(J(J(*Jt+r(J(*++)C;(i(Je+J(Je)t-**)C)+'t(J()e*J(JfiCJ(J+*J(J(t(if,)C

I n f o .  d e s i r e d  o n  J o h n  Y o d e r / Y o d e r s  b . c a . 1 ' 1 8 5 ,
m .  r l l i z a b e t h  ?  ,  l i v e d  i n  G r e e n  C o .  , - l A .  - P a r e n t s
o f  A l e x a n d e r  Y o d e r / Y o d e r s  b . c a . i ' i a r . 1 B 2  1 ,  w h o
l i v e d  i n  L i c k i n g  &  U n i o n  C o , 0 H . R e p l y  t o : l u l r s .
C l y e a  Y o d e r  , 1 1 6 4 6  F i l n t o n  I ' i L  R D  r i l l a r y s v i l l e  ,  t r H ,
41440.

J( JCJ()CJ€JCJCJCJ(* J+J(* J( it* J(JC J(J( *i(J+ X )e)€ *J(J(+J( X * J( X+)f ** *)C J()t *t(*J( *

D U A L  " r U , r R Y :  V j a n t e d :  i n f o . r e . S o f o m a n  Y o d e r  ( l l l 0 -
1 8 6 6 )  a n d  B a r b a r a  M i l l e r  ( l l l + - 1 8 5 8 ) f a m l - l y .  j o 1 -
o m a n - s o n  o f  C h r i s t l a n  Y o d e r  a n d  B a r b a r a  t l o o l e y ;
Barbara-dau.  o f  lan ie1  I { i11er  &  Veron ica  i { i sh le r .
H e p l y  t o  b o t h :  1  ) 0 . P . Y o d e r  r 1 4 l  i .  : . 4 9 t h , . P o r t l a n d ,
A n  9 7 2 1 5 ;  a n d  2 ) L i n d a  l ' / i 1 f  i a m s  1 4 6 2 1  D t x o n  l - r r . ,
v i e s t m i n s t e r  r C 0  B 0 O 1 O .
J(J( *J( *)€t(J( *J( l+J(J(J(itJ(J+ J()€ i(t( J(*i(J( J(J(J+ J(X X*J( ** t(J(Xl(t(l( *J( *J6 )eJ(J(

W h a t  w e r e  t h e  n a m e s  o f  l l a n i e f  Y o d e r r s  p a r e n t s ?
D a n i e l  d i e d  M a r . 1 B , 1 B 0 O  i n  U n i o n  T w p r B e r k s , J o ,
l i .  H i s  p a r e n t s  m a y  h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  t , I e y
a r e a .  l ) a n l e l ^ r s  w i f e r s  n a m e  w a s  / \ n n a ,  w h o  c i i e d
l i ia r .  28 ,  1  tJO.1  .  Rep ly  to :  t ia lph  L  -  vengood ,  Box  1O!  ,
R , + 2  r S t . ? e t e r s  R d . , P o t t s t o w n , P A .  1 9 4 6 4 .
J( J( )C JtJ( 9( J€ J( J(J( *J( J( )t J+J+J( XJ( J( J(i( X * )t J+ J( JC* t( * J( )+)f J(J()6 J(J( J( * )e * J( * tt Jf )C

W h a t  b e c a m e  o f  i l e n r y  Y o d e r ,  b . 1 7 d 2 .  i o n  o f
C h r j - s t i a n  ( t ' S c h w e i t z e r "  )  a n d  i l a r b a . r a  i i c o l e y .  , B e -
l - 1 e v e d  t o  h a v e  l e f t  A m i s h  f a i t h .
p ^ o - ^ n ^  * a .  a  v n n 2 T  r 2 o 3  L a k e s h j - r e  i l d .  r t s a t t l . e
C r e e k ,  I v l - t = .  4 9 0 1 5
) t *J (J€)aJ(* t ( *J ( * )6J( ra*J+)e{J t )aJ( i ( * )6** * * ) tJ ( ) t *+) rJ ( - te* i ( *J ( i ( * * * * )+ t fJ (

T v i O  F O i t  O N r :  W h o  w e r e  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  V e r o n _ i c a
Y o d e r ,  w i f e  o f ,  l j t e p h e n  K u r t z ?  i e e m s  t o o  y o u n g  t o
h a v e  b e e n  d a u .  o f  1 7 4 2  i r n .  i h r l s t i a n  ] l o c j e r .  A l s < - r
want  fu l l -  name o f  Yos t  Yoc ie r t  s  f i r s t  w i fe  (m2 to
I v l a r y  S i e v e r ) .  R e p l y  t o  . I o h n  l u l  . , ! y 1 e r , R t . , {  r i 3 . . . r x
4  5 9 9  ,  b t e t c e r  ,  P h  .  1 6 1  i 7  .
.tt.J()tJeJ(**)r.r(r(tc*JfJ(J(*ttt(*J(i{*)cJ+*J(J(.rfJ(*i(rr**J(Jf**j(J(t(.r()t*i€J(*J(

I  w o u f d  l - i k e  a ] l  r e c o r d s  o e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  Y o s t
. r . 1 r . l  i a l l , ; : r a  Y o d e r  f a m i l y .  T h e i r  o l d e s t  c h i l c i ,
C h r i s t i a n  w a s  b o r n  1 ' 1 6 1 .  ' a a s  t h e  - i s a a c  ? o c i e r
i n  a  1 E O 9  A r n i s h  m i n i s t e r s  l i s t  a n o t h e r  s o n ?
T h e i r  i m m i g r a t i o n  d a t a ? - - J o h n  i ' i .  3 y 1 e r ,  i t . 4 ,
B o x  4 ' 1 9 9 ,  P i e r c e r ,  ! A .  1 6 1 5 7  .
J€|r*J€t€+tr**)€r(*) f*J(J(JCJ(+)CJ(J(J(J(J(J(*tat tJ()CJ+*+J(tr | r t r(J(*J(**t-*XX

W h a t  i s  t h e  a n c e s t r y  o f '  d _ L 1 l . i a m  l } r r r w n  y o d e r .  b o r n
7 -  t 9 - 1 8 4 5 . i l i a r r i e d  i ' 1 a r y  l , a L : ; r n a , ' i r t m a n  J - 7 - 1 , r j ' l  

" t
l , n  ( ' i  )  U n l o n  C o .  r l A .  L ? o s s i b l e  s o n  c , r f  J o s h u a
( b . c i r c a  1 8 0 5 )  a n d  r j l i z a b e t h  ( b . c i r c a  1 8 1 O ) .
- - l ' i a r f  i  Y o d e r  r , : 2 6  W .  w a s h i n g t o n , i { i r k w o o o - l r ) c t - 6  j j 2 2

J ( J ( J € + J + + J t i . J ( * i ( * * * J ( i ( * J C * * * J ( J ( ) f * J + * * ) + J ( * . * J ( i + J a * J + X * . * ) a X J ( * J ( J ( J ( ) (

Need  i n fo  on  Chr i s t i anYoder  b .  22  Jan  1824 ,  son
o f  Joshua  Yode r .  Ch r i s t i an  m .  Mar ia  Lan tz  and
the  fam i l y  was  i n  M idC lebu ry  fN  a round  1888 .
Where was Chr is t ian born and f rom whom was
Joshua  descended?  Wi l l i s  Yoc ie r ,  4 )49  SW Lakev iew
Blvd.  Lake 0swego CR 97034
+l(J+.*rt+.F*lt+lfJ+r$+J*lt****ttJa*JirfJt.t++J+ra+tsJ$l+Jt.l+JlJf.*+tfl*J+J+*Jtlf lrtt*

Who was  Jonas  Yode r ,  b .  June  5 ,  lV?  I  m .  Ca the r . -
i ne ,  d .  o f  Joesph  Kanagy ,  Po r t  Roya l  lA ,  l i ve rJ
in  Wayne  Co . ,  OH f rom 1861  to  18?52  Jonas  d .  i n
l , ancas te r  PA ,  Nov  6 ,  1881 .  Mrs .  Ann ie  E .  K in -
s inge r ,  RR#1 ,  Box  l J ,  Meye rsda le  PA  L5552
{* + * {t * * lt J+ J++ + Jf.tf.tf.* Jt J* ++ +,} lt tf J+ tt tf+.tf J+ lr J* tt +* {+ *+ l1 lf tt lT lt+ t* Jf+ * *lf {

Wa.n t  i n fo rma t i on  on  Dan ie l  Yode r  b .  L793  Somerse t
Co .  FA ;  rn .  Susanna  Ramsparge r '  IE )4 .  Dan ie t  d .
1 t 1 4 9 .  S u s a n n a  m .  J .  J .  P a u m a n  ( 2 ) .  D a n i e l  Y o d e r ' s
dau.  Mary m. Samuel  C.  Mast  in  1853 by lv loses Eurk-
ho lde r ,  Where  were  they  mar r i ed?  I ' l ease  rep l y  t o
Mrs .  I  r ank  Gross ,  91  -08  182nd  F1ace ,  J -ama . i ca  NY  11423
JrJrlt***,*ttJ+*J+r+*Jtlf+lt lt+.1+.1*Jtlt l f.trJ+Jr.*Jtt+++*LltJtlf l+.lft+*.1+t+rtJ+tf*L.tt+

Ne.ed info prov ing or  d isproving that  Josel ,h fORNEy,s
l/w was Barbara YODER, Joseph warranted land in
F ro the rs  Va l l ey  Twp . ,  : ed fo rd  Co .  15  Dec  7724 .
Chr is t ian YODER's 1and was wf t r ranted 2 Dec 1??3 in
Brother 's  Va11ey,  Joseph was f rom Lancaster  Co.
Chr i s t i an  was  b ron  Be rks  Co .  Joseph ' s  second  ch l1c l
was  b .  15  Nov  177 ' / .  W ish ,  t o  co r respond  w i th  des -
cendan ts  o f  t h i s  Ch r i s t i an  YOI )ER. - -Eve I : rn  Sch leu*
sene r ,  RR#z ,  Eox  159 ,  Lau rens  fA  50554
* tf+ *Jt J+ t{. Jr+ *.J& ** ta tf.t+.t+.}l1J+ Jl.ta {tJf# +Jt.tfr+.t++ * *+ } t6 + * n *.|i t+,t&.F * * {++.ta * t+

Search ing  fo r  roo ts  o f  W i l l i am Pe te r  Yode r (L86J -
7934) d.  in  Bonne Tera,  M0 and was son of  Martha
Covington,  fa ther  unknown. Wi l l iam Peter  born in
Ste,  Genevieve Co.  M0.  He marr ied Annie Jane Ross
in  18 !J ;  5  ch i l d ren ,  M i l l a rd  W i l l i am '  S tan ley
Ross,  Thel-ma Mae,  Darwin and Dorothy.  ] ie  had a
b ro .  San  and  s i s .  Camie  Wigg ins . - -Edw in  E .  Yode r
RR#4 ,  Box  247 ,  Bonne  Te r re  Mo  63628
*t$*.t++t*ta+l+raJ+++tfrt*r+rtlf l+.lfJ+lf{.+ +t#J+*.lf*lt*.+.lt l f* Jalf. lt**11++ J6*J*L*Jt
Want  ances to rs  o f  Ben jan in  Yode r  (8 -29 -1612 -5 -Z I - I 8
99 )  and  F r i g i t t a  YoCer ,  w i f e ,  ( 7 -15 -1821 -5 -13 -1909 ) .
B o t h  b u r .  F r l e d e n ' s  U n i o n  C e m . ,  O l e y ,  B e r k s  C o . P A .
Br ig i t ta  was dau.  of  Jacob & Mary (Reinhart )  i {aus-
man .  Ch i l d ren r  tw ins ,  Jacob  &  Dav id ,  W i l 1 i am,  I , r ank ,
James,  Ern i ly ,  Amanda,  Sarah,  Loui .sa and Mary Ann.
- -Mar i lyn S.  Mark ley,  774 l t ,a in St . , l - 'ennsburg PA 18073
l*Jt**+tf +Jf Jtaf *ls+rtlt.tttt.ttr{.}.**tf **,*l l tf ,f *Jf *rTl$*.n+1.ilf J+.ta+t.tt lf Jr.tt*rtJt

Who was Jacob Yoder  (son o f  Farbara  She l lenberger
Y o d e r )  w h o  s e r v e d  a s  e x e e u t o r  o f  J o h n  S h e l l e n b e r g -
e r ' s  w i l l  ( b ,  l ? ) I )  ?  J o h n  S h e l l e n b e r s e r  d i e d  i n
M a n h e l h  T w D . r  f , a n c a s t e r  C o . ,  P A  i n  1 8 1 1  a n c l  w a s
t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  l a r ' h a r a ,  J a c o b ' s  m o t h e r . - - V i r g i n i a
C .  J a n s e n ,  1 6 ? 9  D r e w  A v e . ,  C o l u m b u s  O H  4 3 Z Z O .
.lt lt.*.r + * * + *.lf * + * +.*.*.t4lf lf * tt l+ + lf l+ * * *j+ ! Jf ,* * * * *.* * * * * .*-* * + + * * * + +

S e e k  A n n a  Y o C e r ' s  p a r e n t s  a n d  d a t e s .  S h e  m a r r i e d
H e n r y  L e o n a r d  c a .  1 8 2 0 .  W i d o w e d ;  m a r r j . e d  c a .  1 8 2 !
F o r c e ,  W a . y n e  C o . ,  O h i o .  M r s .  D .  E .  Z e 1 1 e r ,  H o l i d a y
S p a - S p a c e  4 1 ,  1 0 4 0 1  N o r t h  C a v e  C r e e d  R o a C ,  l h o e n i x
M,  8502A.
.ttt+.tt.tt{a+l+.t+rt+f.tt+.,t+1tn+l+rfJr*-lfJ+**JtttJ+.rf+#+Jt.lf l+rtl*Ll?++lf*l*lt l t*Jttt*

T n f o r n a t i o n  n e e d e d  o n  Y e r o n i c : a  l r a n c e s  Y O D E R '  m .
to  Michae l  DENLINGERI  J  ch i le ren  known o f r  i l i a ry
( m .  J a c o b  H o c k m a n ) ;  J a c o b  &  H e n r y .  V e r o n i c a ' s
fa ther  may have been Dan ie l  YOD! ;R (wh ic l r  o t te i?
I4 ichae l  came to  Lancas ter  a rea  I .A  by  171 f  .  Don ' t
know any  da+"es ,  so  need a l l  he lp  I  can  ge t  on
t h i s  f a m i l y .  T h e y  s e e m  t o  b e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f
m y  h u s b a n d ' s  f a m i l y  i r r  A m e r i c a .  C a r o l  J e a n  Y o d e r
D e n l i n g e r .  6 ) 8 2  U n i o r r  R o a c i ,  C l a y t o n  o H  4 5 3 t 5 .
l+*+tt+lr+t*+Jt+.ti.r*lfJrl++.tt.r+.tfJtt+.trl+J+tf+*.tt.r+Jr.lt++ltlfJ+**+lf**l*-Fltlf+aJt*
- - /.,- ---Ls J /Y .bTTER var ia t ion  o f  YODER? Seek or is ins
F e t e r  J / Y E T T E R  ( c  1 ? 4 0 - 1 ? 8 1 ) ,  ( N o .  n n n v i l l e  T w p ? )
L e b a n o n  C o . ,  F A  ( w i f e  a  S t o e v e r ) .  C h i l d r e n r  E v a
Mar i r : ,  Mar la  Catar ina ,  Anna N lar ia .  Re la ted  John
Peter  Je t te r .  Chr is tened 1?6( ;  La t lcas ter  IA?
Jean A.  Larson,  1323 12 th  Avenue r tZ ,  San l ranc isco
cA 94122
*Jf.tf l*lfJf. lt l fJf.rf+.nJr**rfn*.,f*ltn**ls++l+{.t+*t*tt***.*J*l*lr l+rfr+1r*tttf*tt*

Wanted r  INi i0RMATI0N RFGARDI I l / . ;  T i f f ,  DESCEIIDANTS 0l
r E T E R  Y O D E R  ( 1 8 0 5 - c a ,  L ? , ? a ) .  M a l e n d a  b .  1 8 1 ! ,  m .
John  Jacobs .  Johannes  S idney  b ,  l 8 )7 ,  James  b .
1 8 4 0 ,  N e w t o n  b .  1 8 4 3 ,  i r a n k l i n  b .  1 8 4 ( ,  B a r b a r a
b .  1848 .  Ch i l d ren  o f  mar r i age  w i th  Mar tha  Cov -
i n g t o n r  M a r y  E l i z a b e t h  b .  1 8 6 4 ,  W i l l i a m  F e t e r  b .
18 f .6 ,  v i r g i ne ry  Ca ro l i ne  mar r i ed  Hen ry  w igg ins ,
Samue l  b .  1871 .  Mos t  we re  i n  S t .  i ' r anc i s  Coun ty '
I { i s s r i l u r i .  F lease  con tac t  Mar  j o r l e  Sch ramm,  850
E1m T ree  T ,ane ,  K i r kwoor r  MA (3122 .
+l+*+*+ .1*+ t+*+r++t f ,+1 tJ f+ t t+ l+Jr * l *J+ . r+ l+J+ l fJ+J+J f { *+J+#t t * *+11**J++ l$**+*
Seek Darents  and ances t ry  o f  la rbara  Yoder  who
m .  J o h n  0 v s t e r  c a .  1 7 8 0  P A .  F o t h  w e n t  t o  0 h i o ;
J o h n  d .  t h e r e  i n  1 8 4 4 .  R e s p o n d  t o  I ' a u l  A .
M o r r i s ,  L Z )  O a k  R o a r i ,  N a n t u c k e t  A c r e s ,  S e a f o r d
DE. 19973
+ J + J a l ? + t t * * . t l 1 + * l + r * { 1 t a + J F i f * l f l t # + * + l + J t . l + l f J + J r J t * * * * { + * * l + i l f l + i l f * l t
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C h r l s t _ i r L a  G e r i g  b .  1 7  A p r ,  1 8 J 1 ,  d .  2 1  O c t  L 9 0 9 ,
m .  t o  M o s e s  S c h r o c k  b .  1 0  J u n e  1 8 2 8 ,  d .  2 2  A p r
1909 ,  Ch r i s t i na  Ger igos  mo the r  was  Chr i s t i ne^
Yodr- ' r .  Does anyone have arry in format ion on th is
Chr l s t i ne  Yode r ,  l vho  had  m(  Joseph  Ger ig?  Mrs .
F 'aul -  Wade ,  Rl l I -2 t (  04 l : reeport  Rd.  Ster l ine
IL  (  TO?L
' l + * l+Jr { * * *J+ l f l { ' l f l f l t l * l+J+.s*+ t l t J *+ t f t+**J t+*J f l t l * * t+J f *+J+J fJa t * t+ . t f l t t t * l f t f . t$

YODER GENEALOGIES TN I'RINT
?h is  news le t t e r  w i l l  i den t i f y  yode r - re la ted  books
cu r ren t l y  ava i l ab ln  f o r  pu rchase .  Mos t  o f  t hese
dea l  -w i t h  one  spec i f i c  b ranch  ( tw ig ) ,  and  may  no t
be  o f  i n te res t  ou t s ide  tha t  imnec t i a te  f am i l t :  W;
wi l l  a t tempt to prov i r ie  suf f ic ient  data for  you to
guage your  in terest .  Iur ther  deta i ls  can be oUtain-
ed  f rom add resses  i nd i ca ted .  G ive  us  f u11  r i e ta i l s
o f  any  books  ava i l ab le  rega rd ing  cos t ,  e t c .

rltf .**{.1+J0Jt**t+rtJf Jr+rf .*.**Jf #.ta.t$Jt**.*lf +.rirt**lt.t*tt****J*+J+1t*+t.tf tf *
The .Dav id  Yode f  l ? l l r . i ] : f t ZZ  Dages ,  qu i t e  a  f ew
r i c tu res ,  "a  l i t t l e  h i s to r i ca l  i n fo rma t i on "  ,  and
memor ies . f rorn each ,of ,  the ten chi ldren.  navia s/o
Sanuel  s /o. Isaac s/o yost  s /o Henry born in  S* i i ;_
. : l13 ld 1756 and bur .  Sunmit  Mi l ls  F, r .  $S.00 p lus
11 .50 postage anr j  handl ing.  Wr i ter  lv l r  & Mrs banie l
Y :  I 9 ! q " ,  R . D .  5 ,  F o x  Z J J ,  D o v e r  D E  t 9 9 o l
*lr+{a lf+t+tflt+lt*l+Jf*+.rr+.**+tttt*.*+l*Jf*+.*,1++tt**J+.}r.**lt l+l*tf*+r+lflfJf+

I i f ] - iam .1.  Is le l  lan i ly  Historv pook-covers the
ramr t y  o t  t h r s  Amish  b l shop  o f  Na r . ,Danee  IN  (1859_
1936).  $Z. lo.  iv tay be order-ed or  in format ion obia in-
e d  f r o m :  E l i z a b e t h  D .  N i s 1 e y ,  R R # 1 ,  B o x  L Z i ,
Hutchinson KS 675OI
l t+Jtr++t l&i{ f  *  *+***+****Jf  . t f  Jr . t f  . r* r*r f  r t } r t  +*++x**+**+***+***r**
]_ami lv  Regsrd.g{^{" .gTiq l r  

I rd€r  arr r  }annie i ; i l ; ;^ -
( m .  J a n .  2 2 ,  \ 8 8 2 ) ,  l q ? s ,  b V -  S V f G n  Y o r t e . r .  f h e r "
i s  a l so  a  1977  supp lemen t .  Sy l van  has  a  l im i t ed
amoun t  l e f t  a t  82 ,?5  each .  H i s  add ress r  Sy l van
Yoder,  l t t?  I rv in.  Car ls i_.ad NM 88220
l+lr*.|t*tt lfJtltrt*Jrtf.tt*+t+++*.r+*.*l{.**.r**ta*,rFJt.*ttJtJt*.t+.**+*+*tf.tt l+lr*

{ ,a ! -4: r ,Recgrd € feISI .  +nd lv iaedalena (Ginger ich)
J o o e r  ( m .  N o v .  1 C ) ,  1 U 6 4 ) ,  1 9 7 5 ,  b y  A g n e s  y o d e r  a n d
Edna Swartzendruber.  fhere is  i fs6 a supplement  to
{u }V  1 ,  1980 .  F r i ce  $4 .00 .  0 r< ie r  f r o rn  Agnes  yo r i e r
2020  Sou th  Down ing ,  Denve r  CO 90210
*Jt+*+JtJ*l*Jf J+l*l++ lf .*l+lt.*Jt+lf .nJtlf J+Jttf tttf .*+tf ++rlt+*J+*.lt l tJtJlLJ+J+t+{.J+*t

J+t+*tattrt.tt+rtlf+**.t+l+Jr+*tfr*t+*..t+r*a+J+Jrta++*.tt i+Ja*.rJtJatt*.t*l$**.

Your Newslet ter  s taf f  woulC l ike to learn
more about  the fo l lowin6J Yoder fami l iesr

Joseph Yoder-b.c l806 in Gerrnany-a 1837 in-
n ig ran t  t o  i l u reau  Co . .  f  11 .

J a c o b  ( b . 1 7 6 7 ) ,  E l i a s  $ . 1 ? ? 7  )  a n d  D a n i e l
(b .1780 )  Yode r  o f  No r th  Ca ro l i na -  moved  to
sou the rn  I nd iana  i n  1810 ' s .

Adam Yoder -  (b .1785  )  o f  N  .C  .  I , oss .  c i escenc
dan ts  i n  TN ,  GA,  and  M issou r i .
+tfr+ t *+* *.tf.tt tt* **f+t*{.* Jtl*{ tf.tr l**lf+J+ tttt **# +*t&tf.t$+*tt+++

HOW ABOUT?? Henry Yocler-  born c i .17?6 in PA.
L i ved  i n  I nd iana  to  l 8 l 0s .  I n  l v i ad i son  Co . , I LL
as  o f  1850 .  P lease  SEND any  NEWS to r  C .Yode r ,
fH I l  YNL ,  201  Lakesh i re  Rd . ,Ba t t l e  C reek .MI .49O l5

YODER WORKS 1N PROCRESS
In our  f i rs t  issue we l is ted several  yoder re l -ated
books being researched for  fu ture publ icat ion.  We
encourae;e our  readers to in form us of  any not  here
ment ioned for  the benef i t  o f  both author  and the
fam i l y  i nvo l ved .  He re  a re  two  more  werve  hea rd  o f l

M r .  R i c h a r d  J . . Y o t h e r s  o f  2 5 9  W e s t  N e w t o n  S t . ,
Bos ton  MA 02116 ,  i s  wo rk ing  on  the  descen< tan ts  o i
Jacob  Yo the rs  (o f  Bucks  Coun ty  yode r  l l ne )  and  i s
hopefu l  of  publ ish ing th is  calendar year .

l{r. Levon Yoder, 24!p Sword HwJ', Adrian MI!�gzZt
is  work ing on a h is tory of  the Al - Ien County,  fN
Yoders.  He is  a descerndant  of  the Alsat ian i .m-
m ig ran t  Joseph  Yode r  ( t tZ5 -19L I ) .

We are sure e i ther"  of  these gent lemen;would
welcome _hear ing f rom fe l low descendants who might
have informat ion of  use in  thei r  ef for ts
+i**+*r f  * r+****+***+.* .*++*. t*+. f  . ***** t* t t***** . r+r**+l t .n**ar i r

* yODER, Hatten Schuyler, Jr.
American petrologisl

Rorn Mar. 20, 1921, Cleuel.and, Ohb, U.S.A-

NOTED YODERS OF THE PRESENT SERIEST

Dr .  Ha t ten  Schuy le r  yo r j e r ,  J r . ,  D i rec to r
of  the.  Carnegle Inst i t ion Geophysical  Labor_
atory in  Washington,  is  one o i  L number of
our  fami ly  who have d is t inguished themselves
in  vapy ing  l i nes .  D r .  yode r  has  been  the
recip ient  of  many awards,  has held prominent
resea rch ,  academic ,  and  ed i t o r i a l  pos i t i ons
in  h i s  f i e l d ,  and  i s  t he  au tho r  o f  a  mu l t i _
tude of  papers which have been t ranslatec j
in to other  languages inc lur i ing Russian.

^  We are g lad to number h im arnong the readers
o f  ou r  news l_e t te r .  O f  i n te res t  t d  you  a l l
wi l l  be one of  the t r ibutes he receive<i  dur ing
h i s  ve ry  ac t i ve  ca ree r .  A  spec tacu la r  pu rp le "
mineral  that  occurs in  Tanzania *as a is 'covl reO
in 1959 by Dr.  Duncan McKie of  Carnbr idge,  and
has been named YODERITE in honor of  Dr l  ioder
who f i rs t  s tudied exper imenta l ly  th is  " " " i " " f
pa r t  o f  t he  compos i t i on  i n  wh i ch  i t  1 i es .

( t he  ske tch  o f  D r .  yode r  i s  f r om Modern  l i en
of  -  S-c ience ,  vo l  .  z  ,  .L968,  Mccrai l -EiTT E; .  ,and - i s ,  r ep roduced  w i th  pe rm iss ion  o f  t he
puoJ - ] . sne rJ

,dNr
1 4  . a

* * * * * * * t fJ ( *J (J fJ+* r ( l ( * t r * ra+J tJ (J€J f ) f * *J ( *+J+** r f *J ( l r * l ( r . * * * *+**

NOTnS 0N LAST ISSUx-NO-Z- - -The c iemograph ic  map
o n  p a g e  o n e  p r o v j d e s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  p r o p o r _
t i o n a l  d i s t r l b u t i o n  o f  Y o c i e r s  f r o r n  o n e  a d d r e s s
s a m p l i n g .  I t  d o e s  n o t  r e f l e e t  t o t a l  y o d e r s  i n
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . . . .  f n e  a r t r c l e  o n  p a g e  7  o nI r L ' u r o p e a n  Y o d e r  F . e s e a r c h r r  r e p r i n t e d  w i t [  p e r -
m i s s i o n  o f  t r l ' h e  P e n n s y l v a n l a  l u i e n n o n i , t e  H e r i t a e e t t
a p p c a r s ,  a s  s e v e r a l -  r e a d e r s  n o t e d ,  t o  h a v e  o n e
c r  m o r e  g e n e r a t ;  o n s  n i s s i n g .
Jt'* 'IA )t J( J( JtJ( J(rC Jt * )fJ( Jr Jt * * JfJi x * x+ * *i x l+ ltt( Jr .)fJr * ri J( J(l(.)l-J(J( +**)c.*J(
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READER
After  hours and hours of  ef for t ,  we have over
2,OOO Yoders f ron the last  century indexed in
our records. lYe also have made a start in
assembl ing aI l ,  1850 Census records for  yoders
in the Uni ted States.  I f  you woul_d l ike us to
sc reen  these  f i l es  f o r  you r  ances to r ,  p l ease
send a stamDed,  seLf-addressed envelope and as
nuch information as you can for each genera-
t ion going back.  0f  par t icu lar  va lue are dates
o f  b l r t h ,  mar r i age ,  dea th ,  l oca t i ons  ( i f  f nown)
,name of narriage partner, and the same for
as far_back as you can go.  This wi l l  not  only
possiDly reward you,  but  i t  wi l l  he lp us at
the newslet ter  key in  on , ,miss ing ' ,  fan i lv
l inks.  Be pat ient  as we expect  i t  n ieht  iake
us a whl1e to answer a b ig volune of  input .  but
-each reader input ing th is  in format ion wi l l  hear
ba_ck wi th the return of  h i -s  sel f  ar idressed en_v e 1- o p e . ( s e n d t o, 2t1t Jkt" "1\? "?ot ! "1n 
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Yoder Descendants Meet at Eelleville
Gsreno-Tim6, Cwallir, Orc, Sundav, Jrnuory 15, 1984 tt

had been photocopied or printed for
sale to the children. Alvin Yoder pro-
vided copies of the will of Christian
Yoder, Moses' father, the settling of
the estate, and a court order appoint-
ing a guardian for Moses H., who
was not of ag€ at his father's death.
These documents contain signatures
as well as information.

The J. Otis Yoders provided prinl-
ed copies of the English translation
of spiritual counsel Moses' mother,
Esther Hertzler Yoder, wrote in Ger-
man for her children and grand-
children six weeks before her death.
The translation wro done by Amish
Bishop Ezra Kanagy of Belleville.

The Sunday morning program was
both historically inspirational and
worshipful. lsabelle K. (Mrs. J. Otis)
Yoder, who had written the Moses
H. Yoder story and geneologY in
1970, brought the statistics up to date
and challenged the group to be grow-
ing on its roots.

ORPHA COOPRIDER (Mrs .
Ezra) Hershberger, of Goshen, Ind.,
gave a colorful account of her grand-
parents, Reuben C. Yoder, Moses'
second child, and his wife Maggie
Bontrager. This Reuben Yoder ls
remembered by older residents of
Bellevil le as the man who brought
horses from the west and sold them
to Pennsylvania farmers.

Mabe l  (Mrs .  O.J . )  Yoder  o f  Den-
ver, Colo., the oldest daughter of
Moses 'youngest  son,  Mar t in ,  Pre-
sented a dramatic resume of her
memories of her grandmother, Eliz-
abeth Slabaugh Yoder, Moses' se-
cond wife, and the closing days of
pioneer Moses H. Yoder. His first
wilt. Barbara Kauffman, was moth-
er of the first four children.

A dozen Yoder men led the wor-
ship by singing a cappella two old
hymns which i l lustrated that Yoders
were singing pioneers.

THE FINAL challenge of the
morning came in considering "The

Pioneer Spirit Must Not Die."
Harold Yoder, professor at Coshen
(lnd.) College and a great-grandson

\r
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P.O.Box594 Goshen, |N46526
trrn lIi

Pioneer Spirit Marks 1s0-Year Reunion
BELLEYILLE, PA.-The l6th

Moses H. Yoder family reunion was
held August 13-14 at the Bellevil le
Mennonite School, but it was more
than the usual reunion-lhe familY
was commemorating the l50th an-
niversary of the birth of Moses H.
Yoder, the youngest son of nine
children of Christian (Kiefer) and
Esther Hertzler Yoder, who was
born in the Kishacoquil las Valley.

Moses Yoder was a true Pioneer
going always west: from Miffl in to
Mercer County, Pa., to lndiana, to
Missour i ,  lo  Kansas ,  and f ina l lY ,  in
the Cherokee Run, he homesteaded
in Oklahoma. Today his l iving de-
scendants number 774 and live in 25
states from Florida to Alaska and
Hawaii and one in England.

A total of 69 Moses H. Yoder de-
scendants, with 3? other Yoders,
descendants of his brothers Dan and
Simeon and his sisters Anna and
Lydia, along with five visitors, en-
joyed the programs.

Alvin and Lee Yoder of the Sim-
eon fanily prepared and guided a
historical tour on Saturday after'
noon. Two school buses transported
90 people to the top of Jacks Moun-
tain for a view of the beautiful green
Kishacoquil las and Furgeson valleys.

ON THE WAY down the tour
leader pointed out Gypsy Dan Hol-
low, named for Moses' brother Dan
who had returned to the valley seven
times, earning the name "Cypsy

Dan." A memorial stop on the tour
was the Keifer Christ homestead
where "Grandpa Mose" was born.

At the home of Stephen Zook, de-
scendant  o f  Moses 's is te r  Sarah,  the
entire tour group was impressed with
a historic German Bible brought to
America from Switzerland in 1746 by
Jacob Hertzler.

Saturday evening's program was
given to history: "Our Fathers Lived
in This Valley" by Alvin Yoder and
"And Crandpe Mose Went west"
by J. Otis Yoder. Charts of family
lines and maps helped to clarify the
family history.

SEVERAL historical documents

The above repor t  is  a repr int  f rom the Sept .  1,
198J issue of  the MENNONITE WEEKLY REVIEW'
Newton KS. The c l ipp ing was g iven by 0rpha
Hershbe rge r  o f  Goshen  IN .  a  descendan t  o f  Moses .

YODER NEWSLETTERw-

of Moses, expressed the desire to
transmit that spirit to our children.

Ret i red  min is te r  C la rence R.
Yoder of Middlebury, Ind., grand-
son of Moses, appealed to the group
to follow the worthy ideals of those
who have gone before. Paul Marvin
Yoder of Campbell College, Buies
Creek, N.C., grandson of Moses,
characterized the pioneer spirit:
unflagging optimism, perseverance,
resource fu lness  and "work  i s
honorable. "

The spiritual pioneer spirit was
presented by J. Otis Yodet, interna-
tional radio speaker of Heralds of
Hope, Breezewood, Pa. He spoke
from Hebrews I l:8-10, showing how
pioneer Abraham had an eYe to see
what others didn't see, an ear to hear
what others couldn't hear and a heart
to follow where Cod led.

THE PIONEER sPirit was re-
flected in the menus, especially the
bean soup and moon pies, and in the
total expense of the weekend being
met by freewill offerings which
overflowed in a surplus to suPPlY
Heralds of Hope with postage to
mail l,1O Bibles to th€ third world
listeners to "Hope For Today."

Elizabeth Yoder
Private graveside servicer for Elizabeth Yoder will be Mon-

day at Oaklawn Memorial Park. The Rev. R. Richard Summer
will officiate at the serviceri, which are for lamily only.

Miss Yoder, {ll N.W. lSth St., died Saturday at Corvallis
Manor, 160 N,E. Conifer Blvd. She was 85.

She was born June 22. 18!8, in Wolford. N.D.. to John and
Lydia Yoder. She spent her carly childhood in Wolford, aud at-
tended lrigh school and collcge in Jamestown, N.D.

After graduating in l92l frum Jamestown College, slre came
west and taught school in \lontana, Idaho and Oregon, She
completed her master's degree at the University o{ Southern
California, and later received an honorary doctorate from
Jamestown College.

t'or {0 years she owned and operated Pantell School, a
private school for girls in Whittier and Pamona, Calif. At
Parnell, she bred and raised Arabian horses and nuintained a
riding acaderrry, a special attraction for hcr students.

She rvas listed in Los AnSeles County's "who's Who," and her
picture hangs in the Jameslown College Hall ol Fame.

In 197{, because of ill health, she deeded Parnell School l!
Jamestown Coilege and moved to Corvallis to be near her
sister.

Survivors include her sistr:rs Doris (Dottie) Humble of Cor-
vallis, and Edna Zilla of Darby, Mont. Her brother Mar died in
1977.

The family suSgests contrlbutions in her m€mory t0 the Linn-
Benton Diabetes Association. These may be sent in care of
McHenry Funeral Horne, 2[8 N.W. sth St.

The above obi tuary was sent  in  by Sylv ia
Mar t i n ,  au tho r  o f  PoDDvrs  Dozen .  Sy l v i a  has
been a fa i th fu l  correspondent  to YNL.  She
also in formed us that  PoDpy's Dozen has lost
t he  second  member .  I ' r ed  P .  Yode r ,  o f  Wo l fo rd
ND, on January 3,  1984.  Jery Yoder,  was the
f i rs t  to  pass on in  October ,  1982.

Syl -v ia a lso in forms us that  she should have
had more copies of  Porrpvrs Dozen pr inted s ince
the demand was larger  than she'd p lanned.
MAybe she could be convlnced to have renr ints
made i f  enough requests were nade.  I t  is  a
his tory of  Peter  and Nancy Yoder and thei r
twelve chi ldren and is  in terest ing reading.
A l ineage char t  proves th is  c lan coning f rom
almost  a sol id  Yoder background f rom both
Darents.

Sy l v i a ' s  add ress  i s r  2058*  P ine  Grove  Ave .
Sp r i ngs  CO 80906 .
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