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TiIE ORIGINS OF THE OI,EY VAILEY YODERS

by  D r .  Don  Yode r

In  t he  su rnmer  o f  1950  f  t augh t  a t  l he  summer  schoo l
o f  Co lu rnb ia  Un i ve rs i t y  and  ea rned  enough  money  t o  nake
my  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  Eu rope .  f t  was  a  p i l g r image  wh i ch  t ook
ne  t o  t he  o l d  home fands  o f  t he  Eu ropean  Yode rs - -  t he
P a l a t i n a t e ,  w h e n c e  t h e y  e m i g r a t e d ,  a n d  S w i - t z e r l a n d
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  h o m e .  f n c l u d e d  w a s  m y  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o
S te f f i sbu rg  i n  Can ton  Be rn ,  wh i ch  I  was  ab le  l - a t e r  t o
i den t i f y  as  t he  b i r t hp l ace  o f  my  f i . r s t  Amer i can  Yode r
a n c e s t o r ,  H a n s  Y o d e r  ( I 5 7 2 - L 7 4 2 )  o f  t h e  o l e y  V a 1 l e y .

I  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  n y
f a m j . 1 y ,  s i n c e  t h o s e  h a p p y  c h i l d h o o d  s u m m e r s  w h j . c h  I
epon t  o r  _9 , I .  G rcn4q9 th -e r  Yode r r s  Sch ' r J ' - ' i l l i l l  l cun t y  f a rm ,
i n  t he  i l eg i ns  Va l l ey ,  wh i ch  my  f a the r  owned  f o r  a
d e c a d e .  T h e r e  a l l  w a s  F e n n s y l v a n i a  D u c c h ,  b u t  w i t h  a
s t r ong  unde r l ay  o f  H igh  Ge rman .  The re  we re  Ge rman  books
and  Tau f sche ins  and  o1d  deeds  and  o the r  pape rs  f r om tbe
pa6 t .  I v l y  f a t he r  and  h i s  b ro the rs  and  s i s t e r s  we re  i n t e r -
e s t e d  i n  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  t h e y  t r e a s u r e d  a  s k e t c h  o f  t h e
f a m i l y  w r i L t e n  b y  t h e i r  c o u s i n  w h o  w a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e
Shamok in  T imee  t ha t  t r aced  i t  t o  t he  o l ey  Va l1ey  i n
Be rks  Coun t l r  l ennsy l van ia ,  t o  ! { ans  ano  Yos t  Yode r  t he
en ig ran t  b ro the rs  who  we re  t he  f i r s t  Yode rs  t o  come  to
P e n n r s  W o o d s .

W h e n  I  b e c a m e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o u r  f a m l l y r s  o r i g i n s ,  r n y
fa the r  encou raged  me .  I , { hen  I  wae  a  boy  ny  f a the r  bough t
ne  a  wonde r fu l  book ,  Anna l s  o f  t he  C Iey  Va l l ey  (Read ing ,

1 9 2 6 ) t  b y  t h e  l l e v e r e n d  F . C .  C r o J - I , D . D . ,  a  L u t h e r a n
m in i s t e r  and  1oca1  h i s t o r i an .  Th i s  book  had  a  chap te r
o n  t h e  C t e y  Y o d e r s  ( p p . 8 f - 8 4 )  w h i c h  f  r e a d  a n d  r e r e a d .
(Even tua l l y  I  co r rec ted  t he  f cw  n i s t akes  t he  goo i l  pas -
t o r  h a d  m a d e l  f o r  e x a n p l e ,  h e  s k l p p e d  a  g e n e r a t i o n  i n
h i s  t r e e  o f  t h e  l l a n s  Y o d c r  d e s c e n d a n t s . )

No r th  o f  g randmo the r r s  f a rn  was  t he  Mahan tongo  Va ]1ey .
! 4any  t J .meo  my  f a the r  t ook  rne  t he re  t o  v i s i t  t he  o l de r
cous j . n6 ,  who  t a l ked  Du tch  and  b rough t  ou t  t he i r  o l d
fam i l y  pape rs .  We  read  and  cop ied  t he  Ge rnan  i nsc r i p t i ons
i n  t h e  c h u r c h y a r d  o f  t h e  S t . J a c o b t s  ( I l s w e r t e r r s )  L u t h e r a n
and  r?e fo rmed  Un ion  Chu rch ,  whe re  mos t  o f  n r y  Schuy l k i l l
Coun t y  ances to r s  we re  bu r i ed - -  Yode rs  and  l l ep l - e r s rMau re rs ,
Bc lac ) . e ,  Re ine r t s ,  l t l agne re ,  I l e r i ngs ,  and  S te i ns .
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Dr .Doa  l ode r  -  A  P ro fesso r  o f
t o l k l i f e  S tud iee  a t  t he  Un i vc r s i t y
of  Penneylvaniar  Dr.  Yoder is  an
la te rna t i ona l l y  r ecogn i zed  au tho r -
l ty  on the Pcnneylvania Gernans.
[ e  se r ves  as  a  consu l t an t  t o  t he
Sn i t hson ian  I ne t i t u t e  and  t he
Llbrary of  Congress and wae co-
founder in 1950 of  the Pennsylvan-
La Dutch Folk Feet iva}.  I t is  rcub-
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CHRISTIAN ANN MA.RIE YODER. TIO{TGRANTS OT'1828
By Mary Helen Yoder Wade

Christian Yoder is shown as YR3 in the 1859
census records of forelgn-born Yoders reporteal ln
the last lssue of the Yoder Newsletter. Thelr son
Chrlstian married Catherine Becker and son Jonathan
narrled Anna Swartz. Untll 1981+ the facts about
this fanily were rather sparse. It was known that
Christian and Mary (lt4arie, l laria) raised their
two sons in Green Township, Wa)me County, OH.
Chrlstian dled 6 Sep 1850 and was buried at the
Paradise Cenetery, Oreen fownship. By the tirne
Maria died, the Oak Grove MennonLte Cenetery was
being used. Her grave stone reada: "Maria wife of
Chrlstian Yoder-born 2J Nov 1?90 and dled 9 Apr
1882-aged !1 yeers 4 nonths and Ltl days".

Fanlly tradition stated that to this unlon
four chlldren were born, two of whon dled ln
France, the country origln of this fanlly.

This past year these facts were sent to Helene
Widmer of Belfort, Prance to ask lf she could
locate any information about this fanlly. Miss
Widmer, with really lro clue rhere to begin, found
the records in the Danjoutin Archives. ft was
quite a surprise that the inforrnatlon was so near
her home and that the recorda were so lnfortnativer

22 Dec 1.822 Marriager
Chr is t  Joder (25 yr .s .  o ld)  born ln

Charnois--son of Chrlst Joder and Elizabeth Lehnan
(reavers), and Marie Joder (33 yrs. old) born ln
Belfort-daughter of Jacques Joder and Marianne
Guesmann (farmers ln Belfort)
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MORE OLD WORT,D LINKS IDENTIFIED

Joseph Ioder of Bureau CountY ILr

From Kenneth L. Yoder of Grantsvll le MD comes
some information in Gerrnan assembled by Karl
Jocler  and h ls  fe l low researcher,  Otmar Jot ter
which ident i f ies the or ig ln of  . Ioseph loder
of  Bureau Co. ,  IL  (see YNI#4,  Foreign Born
Yoders  o f  L850  Census ,  "Y f " ) .  These  da ta
are s lmopsized as fo l lowsr

"Joseph Ioder, the husband of Barbara Albrecht,
was born in 1805---the son of Joseph Joder and
Mary-Catherln Cernann of Harmersbergerhof. Joeeph
Sr.  was the uncle of  Chr is t ian Joder,  the Anlsh
minis ter  of  Horbacherhof .

"0n 20 Apr.  1835,  Joseph Jr .  and h ls  wi fe
departed with the entire Albrecht famlly for
America. They arrived in New York ln July of
1836. They had friends named Burkey ln Hennepln
fL. From New York they traveled up the Hudson and
then by way of the Erie Canal to Chicago. From
there they traveled by ox tean west and settled ln
Ar lsp ie Township,  Bureau Co."

M ichae l  Yode r  o f  Fu l t on  Co . ,  0H :
The data contributed by subscrlber Thonas A.

Yoder of  Toledo,  a long wi th lncomplete Alsat ian
Yoder records at  hand,  have resul ted ln  the pos-
slble identif ication of orlgin of hls great-great-
grandfather  Michael  Yoder,  a set t ler  in  Fu1ton Co.
0H .

According to Ton's  in fornat ion,  Michael  Yoder
(1825-L8?3) cane to th ls  country f rom Alsace in
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l l shed  books  i ac l ude
l k l i f e .  S
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Chrls Yoder, Battle Creek MI

Ben F.  Yoder,  Goshen fN

Contributlng Edltor, Rachel Krelder,
Goshen IN

FREE coples of fssue #l_ sti1l available. Send a
S4SE(sel f -addressed stamped envelope),  business-
size to have one sent to famlty or-frlends.

Back issues for  $1.50 per  copy.  For  fu l1
subscr lpt lon (pays through issue-#6)  96.OO.

Our next  copl f ,  fssue #5,  wi ] ]  be the last  Lssue
for nany of you. There have been many who have
prepaid past issue #5. We will lnforrn those of you
who should resubscrlbe.

lYe are lndeed pl.eased to have an informative and
enJ-lghtening article submitted by Dr. Don yoder of
Devon PA. We hope to have more naterial frorn him in
the future.

! E 9 U  g . E E  E ! I g 9 E ! , (tade artlcle from p. 1.)
Another recrod stated!

Born in Danjoutin of Christ and lrlarie Joderr
Joseph born 1824-died 1826r Catherine born 182J-dled
age  8  no . r  Ch r i s t  bo rn  23  Sep  1 .82? . (1 . )

lhe 1850 Census record states that both Christ
and Jonathan were born in 0hio, but frorn this
record Christ was born in France--Jonathan , at
two years younger, lgjl probably born in Ohio as
the famiLy was knovid-o have inunigrated in 1828.

Litt le Christ of C. J. grew up to take over the
farning on the land he ancl his biother helped to
clear for cultivation. He was the keeper of many
bees and became known as {Bee Chrlst Yoder". He
was married to Catherine Becker who had been born
18 Aug 1829 on a canal boat near Canal I'ulton OH.
It is thought that she could have been born whiLe
her parents were irnrnigrating to Stark Co., Olt. She
died 29-rnarch 1901 and C.  J .  on 6 Apr 1909.  They
were laid to rest ln the Oak Grove Mennonite
Cenetery. C, J. and Catherine were the parents
of twelve chij ldren, two of whon died ln infancy.
The others narrled and hacl fani1les.

Earlier records at Belfort show that Mariats
father Jacques, a farner and then J8 year old widow-
er of Marianne Guesmann, narried in 1802 to Anne
Graber (age 2O), Jacques is shown as having been
the son of Christian Joder and Anne Hochstetler,
farmers in  Bavi l l iers .  (2. )

1. Famlly tradition has this date as 2 Sep
I82? , . . poss ib l y  t he  F rench  da te  i s  o f  

-

baptism
2. From other records from Miss Widmer

(ED. note: We certainly appreciate the continued
efforts -by this team! Mary Helen Wade,
BR#l-21601+ Freeport  Rd. ,  Ster l ing IL
61081. The records of Montbeliaid show
a Christ Joder m. a 'Leisi" T,ehman
on Feb.  I ,  I7?8.  This Chr is t ian was the
son of  "Chr ls t  de Sochaus" and Leis i
the daughter of Slmon of the "Schetzen'.
Wi l l  be in terest ing to see i f  they can
be confirmed as the paternal g?andparents
of  Bee Chr is t !  )

TOBIAS YODER BIBI,E RECORD
Jacob A. Schrock of Topeka fN provided the fol1ow-

family record fron a Bible ow?led by Monroe J. Yoder.
I t  ident i f ies the faml ly  of  Tobias Yoder,  son of
Christian Yoder who married Judith Gindelsperger,
and shows some data not recorded in published
hlstor les of  th le l ine:

Ich Tobias Jodter und mein Weib Maria Schwart-
zentruber haben geheirat den 8 Jenner im Jahr 183?.
Ich tobias Jodter bin geboren im Jahr 1818 den 12
Nowember. Dezenber ten 1853 is rnein Weib gestorben.
September den 2J 1837 ist uns eine Tochter geboren
und si heiszt Judith Jodter. Hornung den 22 ten
1839 is t  uns s ince Tochter  geboren und s i  Heiszt
El izabeth Jodter .  September den 2J ten 1842 is t
uns eine Sohn geboren und er heiszt Walintein
Jodter. Hornung den 1J ten 1847 ist ein Sohn
geboren and er  heiszt  Aaron Jodter .  October den
15 ten IB47 ist uns ein Sohn geboren und er helszt
Moses Jodter .  September den 10,  1850 is t  uns e in
Sohn geboren,  er  heiszt  Jermia Jodter .

This family Bible was handed down through the
fami ly  of  Valent ine (Fe1ty)  yoder.

**************rF*******Jf lf ltt{.** J|.r+J$*r+rtl+*****ti***n**lrts

.- T_o know where you can find a thing is in realty
the best part of learning.

YODER IN JAPANESE

A nane card subnitted by l{rs.
O. B. Yoder of Saugatuck MI demon-
strates how the Yoder narne is sDel1-
ed in  Japanese.  That  por t ion o i  the
card (over)  is  boxed.  

- In  
Japanese

I t  l s  p ronounced  ' yo -Da ' , . . . l i ke  t he
alien creature in the "Star Wars"
movle saga. That wise and lovable
lltt le being might make an approp-
rlate mascot for the Yoder family.
What do you think?

CROUND.BREAKING EFFORT: : YODER CENSUS AVAILABLE: : :

J0 Grouse Road,Malvern,PA. L9355, .  !  A11 Yoder names,
lnc.variant spel1lngs from the Pa. census records
of  I79O, l -800,1810,1820 & 1830-- fami ly  records have
been palnstakingly extracted by lrlrs. Coffman. She
offers to share a copy (Over 50 pps) for her cost
of photocopying and malling.Send $7.50 to the ad-
dress above. This product is one we reconmend high-
1y for the serious researcher, and would encourage
donations of copys to reLevant public/prlvate 11
l ibrar les so a l l  rnay benef i t . -  your  Edi tors. . .  ( .
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(conr t .  f rom Michael  yoder,  p.  1)
1854.  Hls wl fe Francls  (nee Roth)  (1821-1897)
and daughter Anna (f8fi-I927 ) joined him in 1855
ln Qerman Township. Francisr parents were Christ-
ian and Mary Roth who also settled in Fulton Co.
Anna later marrled John R. Yoder, a son of Joseph
Yoder of another Alsatlan imnigrant l ine who
se t t l ed  i n  A l l - en  Co . ,  IN .

Portions of the Joder records from Montbeliard,
Alsace, show the following: May 8, L849-Michael
Joder, son of Joseph of Montbeliard, married Frena
Roth, daughter of Christ of Brognard. March 8,
1851-dled the in fant  of  Michael  Joder of  Dasle.

The ages, nanes and dates involved make it a
logical, if not ful1y provable, inferance that
thls nay have been the same family. MichaeL is
not too conmon a name anong what l inited ALsatian
Joder records we have on hand.

***lt*t*t**tl***Jr****tf tl{s.tttltlt$tt*lt****.tl*.t$*.*tttTttl+ta.tt{ttttt***
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c o n r t .  C r i g i n s _ p . 1

I n  1 9 1 5 ,  w h e n  I  w a s  f o u r t i : e n ,  n y  f a t h e r  a n d  I  m a d e  a
p i l g r i nage  t o  t he  C ley  Va l1ey ,  t o  v i s i t  t he  yode rs  and
the  Yode r  f a rns .  Cn  t he  way  home  we  v i s i t ed  ' v / ome l sdo r f

a n d  c a l l e d  u p o n  P a s t o r  C r o 1 l ,  w h o  w a s  t h e n  r e t i r e d ,  a
c h a r m i n g  a n d  g r a c i o u s  o l d  m a n .  I { e  g a v e  m e  c c p i e s  o f
o t h e r  b c o k s  w h i c h  h e  h a d  w r i t t e n  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  m e  i n
ny  i n t e res t  i n  I ' snnsy l yan ia  I { i s t o r y .

A n o t h e r  l i - n k  i n  t h e  c h a i n  w a s  m y  f a t h e r t s  d i s t a n t
cous in ,  Lynn  Emerson  Yode r  o f  Fa i r r non t r ' , ^ / es t  V i r g j - n i a ,  €
Schuy l k i l l  Coun t y  Yode r  by  b i r t h ,  ' . r ho  was  a t  t ha t  t ime
work i ng  on  a  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  Yode r  f a rn i l i e s  o f  Be rks  and
S c h u y l k i l }  C o u n t i e s .  I n  \ 9 J 6 ,  f o l l o w i n g  m y  o w n  ' r d i s c o v -
e r y t r  o f  t h e  C l e y  V a 1 l e y  r o o t s ,  I  i n i t i a t e d  3  c o r r e s p o n -
dence  w i t h  h im  and  began  t o  exchange  da ta .  I I e  k i nd l y
a l l owed  me  t o  copy  h i s  Yode r  t r ee  wh i ch  he  had  wo rked
ou t ,  and  gave  oe  a  pho tos ta t  copy  o f  t he  ye f l s1  e l r 6s1
S to r y  o f  I ?41 .  Mo re  abou t  t ha t  l a t e r .

A n d  o f  c o u r s e  w e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  Y o d e r  R e u n i o n s .  T h e
Reun ion  had  begun ,  be fo re  my  t ime ,  i n  Schuy l_k i 11  Coun ty ,
and  even tua l l y  i nc l uded  a l l  Fennsy l van ia  yode rs .  I t
a l t e r n a t e d  b e t w e e n  H e r s h e y ,  S u n b u r y ,  a n d  L e w i s t o w n .
T h r o u g h  i t  w e  g o t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  g e n i a l  p r e s i d e n t ,
Joseph  W.  Yode r ,  and  Jo rmed  f r i endsh ips  w i t h  some  o f
t he  red -bea raec i  Am ish -Yode rs  o f  t he  X l shacoou i l l a s
Va11ey .

F ina l | y ,  when  I  d i s cove red  t he  resou rces  o f  t he
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  F e n n s y l v a n i a ,  f  c a n e  t o  v a l u e
the  nanusc r i p t  vo l ume  en t i t l ed  l r agmen ts  o f  t he  Pas t :
H i s t o r i ca l -  s ke t ches  o f  c l ey  and f f i
cha rm ing  l oca l  h i s t o r y ,  f u11  o f  Yode r  r em in iEcences ,
w a s  b y  D r .  P e t e r  G .  B e r t o l e t  ( 1 8 2 2 - 1 8 5 5 ) ,  w h o  i n t e r -
v i ewed  o1d  Yode r  k i n fo l k .  H i s  s rand rno the r  was  MarLa
( y o d e r )  B e r t o l e t  a n d  h e r  g r a n d i a t h e r  w a s  y o s t  y o d e r
t he  em ig ran t .

Up  un t i l  t hen  no  one  had  1oca ted  t he  Eu ropean
o r i g i ns  o f  ou r  f an i l y .  f t  was  a lways  remen rbe red  t ha t
t hey  we re  o r i g i na l l y  Sw iss ,  and  I i ke  nany  l r ennsy l van ia
German  p i onee r  f am i l i es ,  had  s topped  o f f  f o r  a  t i r ne  i n
t h e  P a l a t i n a t e  b e f o r e  c o m i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c .  C n  n y
f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  t h e  B e r k s  C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e  a t  R e a d i n g  I
came  ac ross  t ha t  cu r i ous  Ge rman  deed  o f  Janua ry  t l . ,  I ?? I ,
c l e . t ed  a t  Neus tad t  i n  t he  i ' a l a t i na te ,  whe reby  Johannes
J o t t e r ,  e l d e s t  s o n  o f  N i c o l a u s  J o t t e r r  a  b r o t h e r  o f  l { a n s
and  Yos t  who  had  rena ined  i n  Eu rope ,  t r ans fe r red  h i s
r i gh t s  t o  some  l and  i n  Fennsy l v i - n i a  t o  h i s  f i r s t  cous in ,
J o h a n n e s  J o t t e r  ( H a n s  Y o d e r r J r . )  o f  C 1 e y .  ( I  w i l l  p r e s e n t
a  f u l l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  i n  a  s u b s e q u e n t  a r t i c l e . )
Th i s  Fa la t i na te  Johannes  Jo t t e r  I j _ ved  a t  I 4ussbach ,  now
pa r t  o f  l , l eus tad t .  So  on  my  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  t he  Pa la t i na te
i n  19 rO ,  D r .  F r i t z  B raun ,  D i r ec to r  o f  t he  T le ima ts te l - 1e
P fa l - z  i n  Ka i se rs l au te rn ,  t ook  me  t o  Mussbach .  A las ,  t he re
w e r e  n o  Y o d e r s  o r  Y o d e r  r e c o r d s  t h e r e .  B u t  o n  g h a t  v i s i t
I  achLeved  a  t as te  f o r  t he  exce l l en t  l oca l  w ine  w i t h  t he
i n t r i g u i n g  n a m e  o f  r r M u s s b a c h e r  E s e l s h a u t ' r ,  a  t a s t e  w h j - c h
I  h a v e  n e v e r  l o s t -

F r i t z  B raun  a l so  i n t r oduce r l  me  i n  l 95O  to  Ka r l  Jode r
o f  Cgge rshe im ,  En i l  Jode r  o f  Neun i j h l e  nea r  A lbe rswe i l e r ,
and  l i e rbe r t  Jo t t e r  o f  Ludw igsha fen .  I l e rbe r t  p resen ted
me  w i t h  an  e i gh teen th - cen tu r y  pew te r  p l a te  f r o rn  t he
P a l a t i n a t e  J o d e r  f a n i l y ,  w h i . c h  I  s t i l I  h a v e  a n d  t e a s u r e .
l ' . o s t  o f  a l l ,  f  v a l u e  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  K a r l  J o d e r
( 1 9 0 6 - 1 9 8 4 ) ,  w h o  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e g u n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  r e -
sea rch  t he  Pa la t i na te  Jode r  l i neage  and  who  has  con t r i - -
b u t e d  s o  m u c h  t o  t h e  f a m i l y t s  g e n e a l o g y .

The  Yode rs  o f  Can ton  Be rn

Cur  Yode r  f am l l y  f i r s t  made  i t s  appea rance  i n  Eu ro -
pean  h i s t o r y  i n  Can ton  Be rn ,  Sw i t ze r l and .  Soon  a f t e r
i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  1 9 4 0  I  l o c a t e d  R o b e r t  O e h l e r r s  t w o -
vo lume  f i r s t  ed i t i on  o f  t he  Fam i l i ennamenbuch  de r
schwe i z ,  now  en la rged  i n t o  s@ to
th i s  sou rce  t he re  we re  two  Be rnese  commun i t i es  whe re
the  Yode rs  had  t he j - r  c i t i zensh ip  r i gh t s  ( l i e ima t rech t )
b e f o r e  1 8 0 0 .  T h e s e  w e r e  M u r i  n e a r  B e r n r  n o w  a  p a r t  o f
t se rn ,  and  S te i - f f l sbu rg ,  nea r  Thun  on  t he  Lake  o f  Thun  2
o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  B e r n e s e  C b e r l a n d .  J .

-  
On ny 1950 v is i t  to Switzer land I  rdent  to 

-?ne bern-
ese  S te te  A rch i ves  t o  nee t  a r ch i v i s t  Ch r j . s t i an  Le rch .
Du r i ng  ou r  conve rsa t i ons  he  u rade  t he  sh rewd  eoc lo l og l ca l -
obse rva t i on  t ha t  S te f f i sbu rg  ra the r  t han  Mur i  wou ld  be
the  p l ace  t o  l ook  f o r  em ig ra t i on .  l ' { u r i -  was  we l l - t o -do
and  no t  an  em ig ra t i on  p roduce r .  S te f f i sbu rg  i n  t he
moun ta i - ns  was  t he  cen te r  o f  an  a rea  t ha t  p roducec l  no t
on l y  en ig ra t j . on  bu t  sec ta r i - an  rg l i g i on .  I n  t he  6even -
t een th  cen tu r y  i t  hac l  been  a  t t@t t ,  andAnabap t l e t
seedbed  whe re  sec ta r i an  re l i g l on  s t r ugg led  aga ino t  t he
o f f i c i a l  chu rch .  Th i s  accoun t s  f o r  t he  f ac t  t ha t  eome
o f  t he  Be rnese  Yode rs  became  Mennon i t e  a : r d  Am lsh r  a I -
t hough  t he  rna in  t r unk  o f  t he  f am i l y  r ena ined  Re fo rmed .

F ro ro  Be rn  I  v i s i t ed  S te f f i sbu rg  and  wen t  t h rough
some  o f  t he  chu rch  reco rds  wh i ch  we re  t hen  e t i l l  i n
the pr lvate horne of  thu Stg@@!!gg or  town c lerk.
I  r emernbe r  s i t t i ng  a t  a  p l easan t  dJ -n i ng  roon  t ab le  and
hav ing  t he  o l d  ve l 1un  bound  reco rds  b rough t  f o r  ny  uee .
Today  t he  chu rch  reco rds  o f  S te f f i sbu rg  pa r l sh  a re  i n
t he  @Idsan t  

(C i v i - t  Reg i s t r y  O f f i ce )  i n  an  u l t r a
mode rn ,  f i r ep roo f  bank  and  o f f i ce  bu i l d i ng .

Fo r  many  sumners  a f t e r  t ha t  yea r  I  r e t u rned  t o
S te f f i obu rg ,  and  f i . na l l y  cop ied  a l l  t he  Jode r  r e fe rences
in  t he  chu rch  reg i s t e r s ,  a r rd  a l l  t hose  o f  r e l a ted  f an -
i l i e s ,  beg inn ing  when  t he  reg l s t e r s  t hemse l vee  we re
opened  i n  t he  155Os .  The  Jode r  bap t i sms ,  na r r l ages l  a4d
dea ths  f r om the  ac tua l  chu rch  reg i s t e r s  a re  ava i l ab l e

i n  X a r l  J o d e r t s  t r a n s c r i p t s ,  b u t  I  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l
ma te r i a l s  cu l l ed  f r o rn  t he  l ong  se r i es  o f  chu rch  con -
s i 6 to r y  n i nu tes  (Cho rFe r i ch t snanua le )  wh l ch  a re  no t  ye t
p u b l i s h e d .  f t  w a s  t h i s  s o u r c e ,  i n  f a c t '  w h i c h  e n a b L e d
rne  t o  de te rm ine  wh i ch  b ranches  o f  t he  f am i l y  sp l i t  o f f
as  TSu fe r  (Mennon i t es )  f r o rn  t he  na in  t r unk  wh i ch  re -
ma ined  Re fo rned .  f  aLso  cop ied  a l l  t he  Jode r  da ta  i n
Mur i  and  roos t  o f  t he  pa rLshes  ad jo i n i ng  S te f f i sbu rg t

w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  s h o u l d  b e  p u b l i s h e d .

I n  b r i e f ,  t h i s  i s  w h a t  f  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  p u t  t o -
g e t h e r  e 4  I i a n s  a n d  Y o s t  Y o d e r ,  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  a n c e s t r y
i n  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  a n d  t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a .

C o n r t .  P .  4
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l ane  Yode r  ( L672 - I ?42 ) ,  @

Fu t t i ng  t oge the r  t he  f ac t  t ha t  i l ans  Yode r  o f  t he  C ley

Va l l ey  had  a  b ro the r  I os t  who  j o i ned  h im  i n  Ane r i ca  and

a  b ro the r  N i co laue  who  rena ined  i n  Eu rope ,  I  was  ab le  t o
de te rm ine  t ha t  Hans  Yode r  ( t 572 - I ?42 )  was  bo rn  on  t he
Cr tb l f h l  f a ru r ra t  S te f f J - sbu rg ,  Can ton  Be rn ,  Sw i t ze r l and '

Ma rch  1Or15?2 r  and  d i ed  l n  Penney l van ia  i n  1742 .  He  was

the  o l dee t  eon  and  f l r s t bo rn  ch i l i l  o f  Ada ro  Jode r  and

h ie  n l f e  Ba rba ra  Ccheenbe in  o f  S te f f i sbu rg .  The  Cchsen -

be ins  we rc  a  f an i l y  w i t h  o r l g i ns  i n  wha t  i e  now  Can ton

So Io thu rn . ,Some  o f  t he rn  noved  t o  Bu rgdo r f  and  e l sewhe re

in  t he  Be rnese  t e r r i t o r l es  i n  t he  l a t d  M j . dd le  Ages  and

du r l ng  t he  Re fo rna t i on .  I n  t he  f i f t een th  cen tu r y  sone

o f  t hen  we re  c i t y  o f f l c l a l s  and  c l e rgynen  i n  So lo thu rn

l teel f  and ! l ! -gg94!g or  d ist r ic t  Sovernors wi th their

eea t  a t  Sch lose  Do rneck .
Adan  Jode r  was  bo rn  a t  S te f f i sbu rg  Sep tembe t  22 t

1550 .  ge  had  a  tw in  b ro the r r  Hans  Jode r ,  f o r  whon  Hans

Yode r  o f  C ley  was  naued .  Adam Jode r  was  t he  son  o f
Nicolaus and Anna (TrachEel)  Joder of  the Crtbuhl  Farm.

N i co laue  Jode r  ( 1509 -1580 )  was  t he  son  o f  Caspe r  and
Marga re tha  (Henn ig )  Jode r  o f  S te f f i sbu rg .  Th i s  was  t t r e
Caape r  Jode r  who  6e rved  b r i e f l y  as  S ta t t ha l t e !  o f
steifisburg and the Freigericht st"T?G6ffif5r1-15r2.
The  S ta t t ha l t e r  was ,  l i ke  a  Landvog t t  a  d i s t r i c t  Sove r -
no r  and  rep resen ta t i ve  o f  t he  can tona l  gove rn rnen t  o f
Be rn .  Fo r  I ' i co faus  Jode r  see  ny  a r t i c l e t  I t The  Kung -

G n a g i  C o n n e c t i o n r I  i n
V I :  l ( J a n u a r y  1 9 8 1 ) ,  2 - 6 .

Hane  Yode r  was  tw i ce  mar r l ed .  I l i s  f i r s t  w i f e  was

nane t l  Ve ron i ca  " I se l nyn r t .  A t  l eas t  t ha t  i s  t he  way  he r
nane  b raa  spe l l ed  i n  t he  reco rde  o f  t he  o1d : s t  Re fo rned

Chu rch  l n  Pennsy l van ia .  l h i s  i s  t he  chu rch  15s1  l l ans

Iode r  j o i ned  on  h l s  a r r i va l  I n  L7o9 /LZ Io t  t he  Du tch
Re fo rmed  cong rega t i on  a t  I ' I h i t ena rsh ,  no r t h  o f  Ph l l a -

de lph la .  f  have  checked  t he  o r l g i na l  r eco rd  book  w r i t t en

i n  Ho l rand  Du tcb '  now  l n  t he  l r esby te r i an  H i s to r i ca l

Soc ie t y  i n  Ph i l ade lpb la r  and  t he  t r ansc r i p t i on  i s  as

above  g i ven .  Th l s  p resen t s  a  p rob len .  I s  | t l ee l nyn "  a

I { o l l and  Du tchman ts  way  o f  spe l l i ng  t he  Enmen tha l  nane
r rEsche lnann r  "  o r  wha t  i s  mo re  l i ke l y '  t he  Thun -S te f -

f i sbu rg  nane  t t l { uoe lnann r r?  f  have  no t  ye t  been  ab le  t o

so l - ve  t h i s  p rob le rn ,  o r  t o  f j - nd  t he  p l ace  o f  da te  o f  t h i s

oa r r i age .  A11  we  know  i s  t ha t  l l ans  and  ve ron i ca  we re

narr ied ae earJ.y as L599/L?O0, the bi r thdate of  their

eon  Hans  Yode r ,  J r . ( 1700 -1779 ) .  The  sou rce  f o r  t he  name
I l e e l n y n r ' l s  l V i l L i a l o  J .  f l l n k e r e d . r ' r 0 h u r c h  R e c o r d  o f
I {csbaminy and Benealen,  Bucks County,  I?LO-l?t8tn
Jou rna l  o f  t he  P rcgby te r i an  I l i s t o r i caL  Soc ie t v ' I : 1

ee  t he

r i f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  e e c o n d  m a r r i a g e r  b e l o w .
rdhen dl i  l {ans Yod:r  leave Switzer l " t -d? Ag"1" the year

l s  no t  known ,  bu t  he  doee  t u rn  up  i n  t be  Pa la t i na te  l n

l ?08 -1?o9 r  l n  t he  v l l I age  o f  Schwe tzLngen ,  no t  f a r  f t on

Mannhe ln  and  He ide lbe rg .  Schwe tz i ngen  cen te re  a round  t he

Bunne r  r es i dence  o f  t he  E lec to r s  o f  t he  Pa la t i na te !  t he

g rea t  Sch lose  wh j . ch  l e  s t i l t  e t andJ -ng  an ids t  i t s  f o rna l

ga rdene .  W111  t sans  Yode r te  know ledge  o f  f a rn i ng  and

n11L ing  he  p robab l y  was  h i r ed  t o  wo rk  l n  eone  capac i t y

f o r  t h i  E l ec to r .  Un fo r t una te l y  t he  Schwe tz i ngen  counc i l

m inu tee  (Ra t sp ro toko l l e )  f o r  t h i 6  pe r i od  a re  m i ss i ng .

Cu r  know ledge  o f  h l s  r ee idence  l n  Schwe tz i ngen  cones

f ron  t he  Re fo rned  Chu rch  Reg i s te r s  o f  t he  t own .  As  6ome

o f  ny  r eade rs  know ,  t he re  l s  ex tens i ve  resea rch  go ing

on  " i  p r " " " n t  i n t o  t he  backg rounds  o f  t he  t t l TO9e re r r r t he

PaLa t i ne  en ig ran t s  o f  1709 ,  sponso re t l  by  I l ank  Jones  o f

Un l ve rsa l  C l t y ,  Ca l i f o rn i a .  H i s  Eu ropean  reeea rche r ,
Ka r l a  M i t t e l s t aed t -Kubaseck ,  who rn  I  know  pe rsona l l y t

at tended a  lec tu re  I  gave a t  a  conference in  the  Pa la t in -
a te  ln  I9?4,  I  aeked her  to  be  on  the  lookout  fo r  any
re ference she n igh t  loca te  to  l {ans  or  los t  loder .  Sone
tlnc later ghe wrote ne that ln going through the
Schwetz ingen Reforned Church  reg is te r ,  on  depos i t  in  the
Baden Church  Arch ivea a t  Kar ls ruhe,  she found Eane Yoder
ln  schwetz ingcn in  the  years  1708-1709.  gans  and.Veron ica
foder  bad a  t laughter  Anna Reg ina ,  bapt ized  January  2 / t

\
\
\

i t  o h . ! D . .  J o t  t .  !  ( l o d c r )

uDd Pbrodct lalni lhuafrau Elt l(l!d lBDa naglla

t . t  l l |xo ' l?09 d.[  f . l l . r t !  l !  dt .  I r ! .1

1708 ,  w i . t h  Jacob  Kc i r ne r ,  s choo lmas te r ,  and  h i s  w i f e
Rache I  a6  sponso rs .  I n  connec t i on  w i t h  t h l s  en t r y  t he
pas to r  l a t e r  added  t ha t  t r t h i s  f am i l y  wen t  t o  t he  f s l and
o f  Fs4nsy l yanJ -a rMarch  1 ,  1ZO9r r .  L i ke  nany  Eu ropeans  o f
t he  t ime ,  t he  pas to r  p robab l y  t hough t  t ha t  I ennsy l van ia
was  j us t  ano t t r e r  o f  t hose  Wes t  I nd ian  I s l ands .

By  I ' l a y  6 rL?Og ,  Hans  yode r  was  i n  London ,  w i t h  hund reds
o f  r e fugee  Pa la t i nes ,  p rese rved  i n  t he  B r i t i sh  L i b ra r y  ,
Hans  Jode r t s  name  (m isspe l l ed  as  l rFodde r i l  when  t he  l i s t s
we re  pub l i shed  i n  1909 )  appea rs  among  t he  ' rF i r s t  A r r i va l s r t

_ ( I ode rs  a re  a lways  on  t i -me l ) .  n i s  " g i  " " "  g i ven  as  JB ,
h i s  o c c u p a t i o n  t h a t  o f  f r h u s b a n d m a n t '  ( f a r n e r ) ,  a n d  h i s '
r e l i g i on  Re fo ru red .  Accompany lng  h im  we re  h i s  w i f e ,  two
sons  aged  !  and  4 ,  and  a  daugh te r  aged  o r ru  y . r r .  i h "
sou rce  o f  t h i s  i n f o rma t i on  i s  t he  a r t i c l e ,  r r l i s t s  o f
Ge rmans  f r om the  Fa l_a t i na te  who  cane  t o  I n8 land  i n  1ZO9r  I
l n :  The  New Yo rk  Genea log i ca l -  and  t s i og raph i ca l  ] t eg i s t e r j
xr,r Tlllet:--

These  l i s t s  a re  t he  key  t o  Hans  Yodc r r s  ea r l y  move -
nen t s ,  se t t l - enen t s ,  and  pe rsona l  r e l a t i onsh ips  i n  ! enn -
sylvania.  

' , ' / i th  
h is name in t t re London Lj-sts appear the

nanes  o f  John  LeDee  anc l  Ph i l i p  Kuh lwe in .  Th i s  i s  s i gn i f -
i c a n t ,  s i n c e  H a n s  Y o d : r r s  s e c o n d  w i f e ,  w h o  h e  m a r r j . e d
i n  Psn l sy l yan ia  Ap r i l  29 r I ? l � L ,  was  Anna  Ros ina  LeDee .
dau6h te r  o f  Jean  LeDee ,  usua l l y  spe l l ed  LeDez ,  ph i l i p
K t i h l e w e i n  ( L 6 v - r 7 3 ? )  b e c a m e  i l a n S  I o d e r r s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w
1n  na r r y i ng  ano the r  daugh te r  o f  Jean  LeDez .  Bo th  LeDez
and  Kuh lewe in  se t t l ed  i n  O ley  w i t h  i l ans  yode r ,  i n  f ac t
p r . eceded  h im  i he re .

Eans  Yode r  mus t  no t  have  been  as  t r poo r t r  as  some  o f  h i s
Pa la t i ne  coun t r ymen  i n  London .  l ' i o s t  o f  t heu  we re  sh ipped
by  Queen  Anne  e i t he r  t o  Coun ty  L ime : i c k  i n  I r e l and r  o r

to the i ludsoa Val ley in New York to nake naval  stores

fo r  t he  B r i t i sh  gove rnnen t .  I l ans  Yod r r r  a l ong  w i t h  Jeaa

LeDez ,  Ph l l i p  Kuh lewe in ,  l i ans  Jacob  Fu1 lwe i1e r ,  Ge rha rd

C lenens  and  a  f ew  o the rs  l i s t ed ,  nanaged  t o  co rne  d i r ec t -

l y  t o  Fh i l ade lph ia ,  whe re  t hey  becane  f ounde rs  o f  Fenn -

sy l van ia  Du tch  ra the r  t han  o f  l i ew  Yo rk  l ' a l a t i ne  f an i l i e s '
l ' j he re  d i d  l t ans  Yode r  f i r s t  se t t l e ' ?  Cn  Janua ry  14 ,

1?11 ,  he  pu rchased  a  t r ac t  o f  275  ac res  a l ong  t he  Schuy l -

k i l l  l i ve r  i n  Coven t r y  Townsh ip ,  Ches te r  Coun ty r  some-

whe re  oppos i t e  t he  p reeen t  Fo t t s t o r *n .  I I e  pu rchaeed  t h i s

l and  f r o rn  John  Hen ry  Ke rson  ( l i e r s t en )  who  l a t e r  appea rs

i n  C l e y  a s  r e L l .  C n  t h e  s a n e  d a t e ,  J a n u a r y  l 4 r l f l l r  a n

adJo in i ng  t r ac t  was  bough t  f r on  Ke rson  (Ke rs ten )  by  Hane

Jacob  Fu r rwe i l e r  ( 1682 - r?15 )  '  who  a l so  appea rs  i n  t he

London  L i s t s .  The  pu rchase  o f  ad jo l n i ng  t r ac t s  on  t he

sane  day  imp l J -es  6ome  re l a t i onsh ip  be tween  t he  two  nen .
( C o u l d  F u l l w e i l e r r s  w i . f e  B a r b a r a  h a v e  b e e n  I l a n s  Y o d e r r s  , r l
s i s t e r  Ba rba ra ,  bo rn  a t  s t e f f i sbu rg  Ln  L5752  I f  so  shc



wou ld  have  been  e i x  yea rs  o l de r  t han  he r  husbaad ,  im_
p robab le  i n  t hose  days  bu t  i n  no  case  i nposs ib l e . )
Fu l lwe i l e r  d i ed  i n  1 ,215 !  and  on  June  23 , - I 7 I8  h i s  w i c l ow .
now  the  w i f e  o f  I ' i a r t i n  i l l . , l e y1een r '  ( l , l y l i n )  o f  S t rabu rg ,
Lancas te r  Coun ty r  so l - d  t he  Fu l lwe i l e r  p rope r t y  t o  Jacob
Buckho l t z .  Yes  t he re  i , s  a l so  a  3uckho l l z  j - n  t he  l , ondon
L i s t s .  I t  a l l  t i e s  t o g e t h e r .

0 n  M a r c h  2 5 1 L 7 I 4 ,  I l a n s  y o d e r  r e c e i v e d  h i s  w a r r . n t
f rorn l / i l l iam Fenn for  l -and along the upper l " ianatawny
Creek  i n  t he  C ley  Va l - I ey .  l h i s  i nc l ud ld  mos t  o f  t he  1and
a round  wha t  i s  now  ca l l ed  P leasan t v i l l e  bu t  f o r  manv
y e a r s  w a s  k n o w n  a s  ' r Y o t t e r s c h d e t l l e i l  ( y o d e r t o w n ) .  U e n c e
o n  M a r c h  1 9 r I ? l T t r r J o h n  J o a d e r t t  a n d  h i s  w i f e  R o s i n a  s o l d
h i s  Schuy l k i l l  Va l l ey  f a rm  to  Hen ry  pa rke r .  These  t r ans_
fe r s  o f  t i t l e  t o  t he  Coven t r y  t r ac t s  a re  r ec i t ed  i n  two
leng thy  deeds  i n  t he  Ph l l ade lph ia  A rch i ves ,  r eco rded  i n
D e e d  B o o k  G - 8 ,  F p .  l J O - 1 ] 1 ,  b o t h  r e c o r d e d  A u g p s l  2 e t l ? 4 5 .

The  LeDez  Connec t i on  and  Ma t t h i as  Baumann

wife Dorthea of  Lamb-shein.  He was a neaber of  t t re Rc-
f o rned  Chu rch ,  bu t  j o i ned  t he  p i e t i s t  nove ren t  l ed  by
Ma t thaus  ( t , l a t t h i _as  )  Bau rnann  o f  t ambshe in .  Fo r  t h i s
reason  he  was  a r res ted  i n  1 /O5 ,  a l ong  w i t h  r oany  o the r
t ownsmen ,  anC  fo r ced  t o  c l ean  t he  t own  d i t cheo  as
pena l t y .  Ma t t h i as  Baunann  was  Fh i l i p  Kuh lewe in r s
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  m a r r i e d  t o  P h i l i p r s  s i s t e r  C a t h a r i n a
Kuh lewe in .  The  Baumanns  f o l f owed  t he  Kuh lev re i ns  t o
l ennsy l van ia  i n  1 /14 ,  se t t l i ng  nea r  t hen  i n  t he  C )_ey
Va l l ey .  By  I 7L9  ano the r  b ro the r - i n -1aw .  Ab rahan  Z imee r -
n a n n ,  w h o  h a d  n a r r i e d  V e r o n i c a  K u h l e w e i n ,  e m i g r a t e d ,
se t t l i ng  i n  l , l a xa tawny ,  no r t h  o f  C ley .  These  de ta i Ls
and  rno re  abou t  t h i s  f am i l y  a re  ava i l ab l e  i n  my  book ,
i l h i ne land  nm ig ran t s  (Ba l t imo re  r  l 98 I )  .

The narr iag, .e of  Hans Yoder and Anna Rosina LeDee was
p e r f o r m e d  b y  ! a u l u s  v a n  V J - e c q ,  D u t c h  R e f o r n e d  p a s t o r ,  a t
l { h i t ena !6h ,  t he  chu rch  o f  wh i ch  } I ans  yode r  was  a  member
f r om the  beg inn ing  o f  t he  chu rch  reco rd .  i n  IZ I_O .  The
r e c o r d  r e a c l s :  i r t J o h a n n e s  J o c l d e r ,  w i d o w e r  o f  F r o n i c a
I seJ -nyn ,  and  i nna  Ros ina  LeeDee ' r .

T h e  L e D e z  f a m i l y  w a s  H u g u e n o t .  S i n c e  J e a n  l , e D e z r s
deed  t o  h i s  C ley  p rope r t y ,  r e fe r s  t o  h im  as  com inE  f r on
E p p s t e i n  i n  t h e  P a l a t i n a t e ,  I  w e n t  o n e  y e a r  t o  E p p s t e i n ,
a  sma l l i sh  Pa la t i ne  t own  on  t he  Rh ine  p l a i n  nea r  F rank - '
en tha l .  I n  t he  F ranken tha l  A rch i ves  f  wen t  t h rouEh  t he
reco rds  o f  t he  l r ench  Re fo rned  Chu rch  a t  F ranken iha l ,  o f
wh i ch  t he  LeDez  f a rn i l y  we re  menbe rs .  f  f ound  t he  b i r i h
o f  Jean  LeDez ,  June  7 r1551 ,  son  o f  Da r r i e l  and  l { a r i e  ( Louys )
LeDez  o f  F l one rs t t e i r n .  l l oweve r ,  t he re  was  no  b i r t h  r eco rd
fo r  h i s  daugh te r  Ros ina .  I  f i na l l y  l oca ted  he r  b i r t h  and
b a p t i s m a l  r e c o r d ,  i n  t h e  R e f o r n e d  C h u r c h  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e
town  o f  We inhe in r  on  t he  Be rgs t rasse ,  ac ross  t he  Rh ine
f rom F ranken tha l ,  wh i t he r  t l i e  f an i l y  had  f l ed  i n  l 5g9
when  t he  F rench  i nvaded  t he  Fa la t i na te .

Anna  Ros ina  LeDez  was  bap t i zed  l " l a r ch  16 ,1692 r  i n  t heRe fo rned  Chu rch  a t  i , Je i nhs in l  aaugh te r  o f  Jean  LeDez  and
his wi- fe Rachel-  Bertram. (Cn the-same page u/a€ the bap-
t i sm  o f  Johannes  Te rnpe lnann r  who  becan i  a  p i onee r  i t e f i r n_
ed  m in i s t e r  i n  LennsyJ . van ia .  )  Ros ina  had  a  b ro the r
Johannes  ( Jean )  bap t i zed  Ju ] - y  2J r1595 ,  a l so  a t  ! . Je i nhe in .
ne r  mo the r ,  r acheL  ( t se r t r am)  LeDez ,  d i ed  a t  i , . r e i nhe im
Aug ;us t  tO ,1698 ,  ased  j 6  yeae rs .  f n  t hese  en t r i es  Jean
LeDez  i s  l i s t ed  as  f a rmer  (Ho fbaue r )  on  t he  Schn i t t bu rg
i { o f  ,  a  f a rm  w i t h i n  t he  pa r i sh  l i r : l i t s  o f  t he  t own  chu rc f , .
A f t e r  h i s  w i f e r s  d e a t h  J e a n  L e D e z  r e t u r n e d  t o  E p p s t e i n /
F ranken tha l ,  ' n rhe re  he  se rved  as  t o I l  co l l ec to r  i o r  t he 'r a l a t i ne  gove rnmen t  un t i l  l eav i nA  f o r  f ennsy l van ia  i n
L709 .

Jean  l , eDez  ev i den t l y  se t t l ed  i n  C ley  as  ea r l y  as  t he
au tu&n  o f  I 7O9 .  He re  he  was  j o i ned  by  h i s  f r i end  I saac
deTu rk  o f  F ranken tha l  who  had  come  to  i l ew  yo rk  co lony
1n 1708. I {any years ago ny cousin John Josgph Stoudf"
showed  me  t he  o r i g i na l  pa ten t  f r on  W i l l i am  Fenn  t o[ r l ohn  ] - edee r r ,  f o r  J JO  ac res  o f  l - and  ra t  o r  nea r  a
P lace  ca l - 1ed  by  t he  f nd ians  C1ey i l .  The  l and  ad jo i ned
I saac  deTu rk r s  t r ac t  and  was  g r l n t ed ,  f o r  j g  

; ; ; ; ; ;  t "
. I ohn  l edee ,  who  i s  desc r i bed  as  , ' La te  o f  Eps te : . n  i n ' ye -l a l a t i na te  o f  t he  B ine  bu t  now  o f  t h i s  F rov i nce t ' .  ThL
docunen t  l s  da ted  L? IZ .  Cn  t he  t h i r d  day  o f  t he  t h i r d
non th ,  ca l l ed  i " r ay r1Z I4 ,  Jean  l e  dee ,  as  he  s i gned  h i s
nane ,  so l d  11O ac res  o f  t h l s  t r ac t  t o  Ma t t h j , as  Bownaa
o f  O1ey ,  P lan te r .  W i t nesses  a t  t he  s i gn ing  we re  John
f i en ry  K i r s t en  and  f saac  deTu rk .

Ph i l i p  Kuh lewe in  ( 1 ,6$ -17171 ,  Jean  LeDez , s  son - i n_ law
and  Hans  l ode r t s  b ro the r - i n - i " * i  t r "  been  t r aced  t o  t he
v i l l age  o f  l anbshe in ,  no t  f a r  f r on  F raaken tha l .  j l i s
connec t i - ons  a re  ecua l l y  J -npo r t an t  f cnpsnn6y l r r an ia  h i s t o r y ,
a n d  I  h a v e  o u t l i n e d  t h e m  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e r r f E i i g r a t i o n  

- - " '

Ma te r i e l s  f r om  Lanbshe im  i n  t he  i a l a t i na te r r - by  l l e i n r i ch
i l enbe ,  t r ans la ted  and  ed i t ed  Uy  D9 t  t oJ " r ,  i n  i enns . y l van ia
Fo1h1i f e, XXI r I : 2 ( 'r,t int e t L9? t_i9?4 ), 4o_4 g. Fhi t i-tTfiF-
ewe in  was  t he  son  o f  Hans  Theoba ld  Kuh lewe ln  and  h i s

The  w i l l _  o f  ph i l i p  rXa lw ine r ,  o f  C ley ,  husbandman ,
y : :  p l : " " d  Ap r i l  / , I ? i ?  and  reco rd :d  i n  i t ook  e ,  page '
t o t .  ne  : " nen t i ons  h i s  w i f e  i ' l a r y  and  h i s  f a t he r_ :_n_ f iw
John  r r l adee r 'whon  he  names  as  h i s  execu to r s .  , , J i t nes6€a
were -  John  Bownan ,  A rno ld t  Hu f f nage l ,  a r t d  Con rad  Cooke .

l . - a t t h l a6  t saumann  con t i nued  h i i  r e l i g i ous  ac t i v i t Lea
i . n  Pennsy l van ia ,  whe re  h i s  f o l l owe" .  " " r "  ca l - l - ed  , r d i e
l : l eugebo renenx  o r  r r l J sw6g rn i l . They  

" r u  f . " ou " r t i y - . " n f f i o "a
i n . r epo r t s  o f  ea r l y  pennsy l van ia  r e l i g i on .  f f i !  t " r " f , i i g "
e v i d e n t l y  s t i r r e d  u p  t h e  e n t i r e  0 1 e y  V 6 l l g y  a n d  r e a c h e i
f a r  beyond  i t s  con f i nes .  The  Ch ron i con  n r f r r " t " " se -o i ' - - -
Chrcnicfe of the Ephrata cor*friS, liuffiI-E-rZgO,
i n  dea l i ng  w i t h  t he . l i ewbo rn  movenen t l  nake6  t he  i u i gnen tt ha t  l 36unsnn  r t i s  sa i d  o the rw i se  t o  have  been  an  up r i gh t
nan ,  and  no t  t o  have  l oved  t he  wo r l d  i no rd i na te l y l  U i t
Kueh lenwe in ,  Jo t t e r ,  and  o the r  f o l l owe rs  o f  h i s  we re
insa t i ab l e  i n  t he i r  1ove  o f  t he  wo r l d r r .  Th i s  s t a te rnen t
comes  ou t  o f  a  pe r i od  

-o f  i n t ense  re ) . i g i ous  r i va l r y ,  and
i t  i s  ha rd  t o  know  today  wha t  ac tua l l !  was  mean t .  I o r
t he  s ta tenen t  and  con tex t  see  Ch rd rn i c r a t e n s e :
A l{ istory of the Cornrnunity of f f i

ca6 ter ,

I ' l a t t h i as  Baunann  made  h l s  w i l - l  i . eb rua ry  2 l r I l 2 l  ,l eav i ng  h i s  p rope r t y  t o  h i s  w i f e  and  h i s  daugh te r  sa rah .
! n  

| i a y  29 r1?1O h i s  w idow  Ca tha r i ne ,  who  na : . 1 i ed  . I ohann
Pe te r  Ende res  (And rew) ,  so l d  he r  sha re  o f  t he  p "op " r t y
to Saauel  Hoch ( i t igh)  of  C1ey,  who narr iedl  t t re iauiUter
Sa rah .  Fo r  f acs im i l e  r ep roduc t i ons  o f  w i l l  and  ae fa r - -
see  John  Jospeh  S toud t ,  Sunbonne ts  ana ;$ req t f v  p i e6 i

i " n

Af te r  Baumann rs  dea th  t he  yode r  f am i l i es  o f  C ley
i den t i f i ed  t hense l ves  f o rma l l y  w l t h  t he  O ley  Re fo r l ed
Chu rch  wh i ch  t hey ,  w i t h  John  Lesche r ,  Caspe l  G . i ; ; ; ; ; ,
Gab r i eL  Boye r  and  o the rs ,  j o i ned  i n  i ouna ing  Ln  L? r4 - I ? r6 .

Hans  yode r  Makes  h i s  W i I l

H a n s . Y o d e r r S r . r  n a d e  h i s  w i l l  J u n e  1 / r L ? J 9 .  I t  w a e
.qt9y"9 

. ranuary 14t l -7-4?t  a phi- lade1phia,  and recorded in
Y i l l  

B : . \ . I ,  pase  268 .  The  documen i  g i ves  h i s  nane  as"uonn  dodde r  o f  Ph i l ade lph ia  Coun ty r yeona l r .  He  nen t i ons
two chi l -dren,  h is sons John and Daniel r  and Daniel iu-* f i "
Barbara.  l {e names his wi fe Anna Rosina aJrd his son Joha
execu to r s .  The  w i t nesses  t o  t he  w i l l  we re  Ab raham Esohnan ,
Ab rahaa  Levan ,  and  Saaue l  GuLd in .Hans  f ode r  e i gned  h i s
nane  i n  Ge rman :  Hans  Jode r .

The  Sanue l  Gu td i n  who  w i t nessed  t he  w i l l  was  p robab l y
the -Sa roue I ,Gu ld i n r J r .  r - bo rn  i n  Be rn r  sw i t ze r l and r -  i n  159 i
wh i l e  h i s  f a t he r  was  c l e rgyaan  a t  t he  M ins te r ,The  " "o to i , "
p r i nc i pa l  chu rch .  The  Reve rend  SanueL  Gu ld i n  S r . r ( f 55a_ -  

-

1745) was the f i rs t  minieter  to coue to penney: .vania
represent ing vrha!  becanae the Gernan (rather tLan the
Du tch j  Re fo rned  Chu rch .  Ee  a r r i ved  on  t he  Mar i a  Hope  i n
1710. L ike the lay preacher Mattb ias Baunann, Guldin had
tang led  w i t h  t he  s ta te  chu rch  ove r  h i s  own  p i e t i s t i c
l ean ings .  I I e  l i ved  i n  R6 : s !u r . y  bu t  s i nce  h l s  son  Sanue l
r .oved to Orey in 1218, he nay arso have known Eaao yodcr.
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These  C ley  connec t i ons  w i t h  t he  Can ton  Be rn  cou ld  be
Mu l t i p l i ed .  I  w i l l  men t i on  one  no re .  On  a  f a ra  ad jo l n i ng
Eans  Yode r r s  l i ved  t he  Dav id  Kau f f nann  f an i l y ,  who  we re
re l a ted  t o  t he  Yode rs  j - n  sone  way  no t  known ,  f o r  Hane
Yode r  was  execu to r  o f  t he  Kau f f nann  es ta tes .  f t  i s  s i g -
n i f i can t  t ha t  some  o f  t he  Lancas te r  Coun ty  Kau f f nann
fan i l i e s  had  t he i r  o r i g i ns  i n  S te f f i sbu rg ,  and  i t  i s
poss ib l e  t ha t  t hese  O ley  Kau f f nanns  we re  S te f f i sbu rge re
a s  w e l l .

The  Yode r  p rope r t i es  i n  t he  C ley  Vs11s t  and  e l - sewhe re
o f t en  con ta i ned  n r i - 1 l s  -  g r i s t  m i l 1s ,  sawmi11s ,  f l a xm i1 l s ,
even  pape rm i l l s .  I { ans  Yode r , J r .  ( 1700 -1779 )  bu i l t  and
ope ra ted  wha t  was  l a t e r  known  as  t he  Gr i esemer  M i l 1 .
F ron  1744 -1?50  he  was  an  owne r  and  ope ra to r  o f  t he  O Iey
fo rge ,  un t i l  he  so ld  ou t  h i s  sha re  t o  h i s  son - i n - l awe
Co l .  John  Leshe r  (U11 -1794 ) ,  l a t e r  o f  r evo lu t l ona ry
fane ,  and  oae  o f  t he  l ead ing  c i t i zens  o f  Be rks  Coun ty .
Co l . Leehe r r s  son - i n - l . aw ,  Js t r n  Po t t ,  J r .  ( f 759 - f 827 )  f a f a
ou t  Po t t sv i l l e  i n  wha t  l - s  now  Schuy l k i l l  Coun l y ,  s6s3 "
he  ope ra ted  t he  Greenwood  Pu rnace  and  Fo rge .  I ' t any  o f  t he
O ley  Yode rs  j o i ned  i n  t h i e  n i g ra t i on  i n t o  Schuy l k i l l
C o u n t y ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  s t o r y .

I  have  a lways  been  imp ressed  w i t h  t he  nechan i ca l  a r rd
p rac t i ca l  t a l en t s  sha red  by  so  nany  o f  ou r  Yode r  f o re -
f a t h e r s ,  t h e l r  l o v e  o f  n a c h i n e r y ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n r  a n d
na thena t i c s .  (My  own  f a the r  i s  r emembered  i n  t he  wo r l d
o f  Ane r l can  ra i l r oad ing  f o r  h i s  book  Locomo t i ve  Va l ves
and  Va l ve  Gea rs r l l ew  Yo rk r ] - 9 lT . )  Thesa  t endenc ies  mus t
run  i n  t he  f am i l y .  hhen  I  f j - r s t  v i s i t ed  S te f f i sbu rg  i n
1950  I  f ound  t ha t  mos t  o f  t he  n i l l 6  i n  t he  pa r i sh  we re
run  by  t he  Yode re  s i nce  t he  s i x t een th  cen tu r y .  Hans  an t l
I os t  Yode r r s  f a t he r ,  Adam Jode r ,  ope ra ted  t he  f u l l i ng
n i l l  a t  t he  Schn i t twe j . e r  Bad ,  on  t he  noun ta i n  no r t h  o f
S t e f f i s b u r g .

Yoo t  Yode r  t he  F ron t i e rnan

fos t  Yode r ,  b ro the r  o f  Hans ,  was  bap t i zed  Cc tobe r  5  r
I 5?9 ,  a t  S te f f i sbu rg .  Lees  docunen ta t i on  i s  ava i l ab l e  on
h l - s  t r a i l  i n  Eu rope  t han  h i s  b ro the r ' s ,  bu t  he  t oo  p ro -
bab l y  wen t  t o  t he  Pa la t i na te .  r e  d i d  no t  cone  t o  A rne r i ca
w i t h  l I ans  Yode r  i n  L7O9 / I 7LO,  s i nce  h i s  nane  does  no t
appea r  i n  t he  London  L i s t s  o f  Fa la t i nes  i n  1709 .  He
p robab l y  ca l ne  ove r  be fo re  l / 2O ,  and  o f  cou rse  se t t l ed  i n
t he  C ley  Va I l eY r  nea r  h l - s  b ro the r .  The  na iden  name  o f  h i s
w i f e  E l i zabe th  has  no t  ye t  t u rned  up .  t su t  he  had  a  son
l { ans  a l so ,  ca l - I ed  r rYos t -Hannes r r  t o  d i s t i ngu i . sh  h i n  f r on
h i s  f i r s t  cous in ,  Hans  Yode r r J r . ,  and  a  daugh te r  E l i za -
be th .  who  i n  1744  was  w r i t t en  up  i n  a  book  o f  ghos t
g to r i es  pub l i shed  by  Ch r i - s t ophe r  Saue r  i n  Ge rman town .

Yos t  Yode r  i s  r emenbe red  i n  Penngy f van i . a  l egend  as  a
n igh t y  hun te r  and  t r appe r .  He  i s  sa j . d  t o  have  made  hun t -
i ng  excu rs i ons  i n  and  even  beyond  t he  B l - ue  l " : oun ta i n  i n

'wha t  was  t hen  f nd ian  coun t r y  and  i s  now  Schuy l k i l - l  Coun t y .
F r i end l y  I nd iane  s t i 11  l i ved  i n  t he  C ley  Va1 ley  when  t he
f i r s t  Yode rs  a r r i ved .  l ' e t e r  G .  Be r t o l e t  r eco rded  f r on  t he
o lde r  nenbe re  o f  t he  Yode r  f am i l y  l nany  s to r i es  abou t  t he
reLa t i onsh ips  be tween  t he  wh i . t e  and  t he  red  nan .  Seve ra l -

o f  t he  second -gene ra t i on  Yode re  i n  C ley  i n  f ac t  l ea rned
and  cou ld  t a l k  t he  De lawa re  I nd ian  l anguage .

Sone  o f  Yos t r s  f an i l y  we re  rough  and  ready  f r on t i e r
t ypes  as  we l1 .  An  o1d  by -wo rd  i n  O ley  was  r l l i ke  Yos t -
I { a n n e s t t - i . e .  ; r o u g h  a n d  u n c o u t h .

Yos t  Yode r  made  h i s  w111  May  29 t I 741 .  I t  was  p roved
Janua ry  14 t I 742 . ( I v i den t l y  t he  execu to r s  o f  h i s  and  h i s
b r o t h e r r s  w i l l s  n a d e  a  j o i n t  t r i p  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o
s e t t l e  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  b u s l n e s s . )  Y o s t  i s  d e e c r i - b e d  i n
t he  w i l l  a s  r r Jos t  Jodde r  o f  Ph i l ade lph ia  Coun ty ,  husband -
Ean r r .  He  nen t i one  h i s  w i f e  E l " i zabe th  and  h i s  son  John .
f , e  na rnes  h i s  w i f e  and  Gab r i e l  Boye r  execu to r s .  Ab rahan
Eehnan  and  John  Jodde r  ( t h i ch  one? )  w i t nessed  t he  doc -
u rnen t .  Yos t  Yode r  nade  h i s  ma rk  i ns tead  o f  s i gn ing  h i s
nane .  The  w i l l  l - o  on  reco rd  i n  t he  Ph i l ade lph ia  A rch i ves r
Ui t l  Book F,  page 267 .

The  Yode r  ghos t  s t o r y ,  as  r e l a ted  by  l l i zabe th  Yode r ,
Y o e t r e  d a u g h t e r ,  i n  L 7 4 t t  t e l l s  h o w  h e r  f a t h e r t s . s p i r i t  7
re tu rned  t o  v i s i t  he r .  I t  seens  t ha t  f i ke  mos t  shos t s  g ,

he  had  a  nessage  f o r  h i s  daug .h te r  wh i ch  he  was  unab le  t o
g i v e  h e r  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h .  I t  w a s  t o r r s c o r n  a n d  d e s p i e e
n o t  t h e  F r e n c h m a n r r r  i . e . r D r .  G e o r g e  d e B e n n e v i l - I e  ( t ? O t -

1793 ) ,  who  was  t he  p i onee r  p reache r  o f  t he  Un i ve rsa l i s t
gospe l  i n  Amer i ca .  I { e  l i ved  i n  Ge rnan town  bu t  a l so  had
a  base  i n  C ley .  Cn  be ing  asked  by  h i s  daugh te r  w le re  he
was ,  Yos t  Yode r r s  6hos t  answered  t ha t  he  was  "a t  a  good
p l a c e r r r  a n d  h i s  b e l o v e d  b r o t h e r  ( H a n s )  w a s  t h e r e  t o o .
Th i s  s t o r y  appea red  i n  a  bes t se l l e r  vo l une  o f  ghos t
appea rances ,  w i t h  r e l i g i , ous  conmen ta r y ,  pub l i shed  by
Ch r i s t ophe r  Saue r  i n  Ge rnan town  i n  1744 .  I t  was  rep r i n ted
i n  1 7 4 8 , 1 7 5 5 ,  a n d  1 7 9 2 .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  D r .  F e t e r  G .  B e z ' t o l e t r s  h i s t o r y  o f  C l e y t
E l l zabe th  Yode r ,  Yos t r s  daugh te r ,  na r r i ed  Laza rus  " r ' e i dne r .
I f  t h i s  i s  t he  case ,  t ha t  nakes  ne  a  descendan l  s f  Yos t
Yode r  as  we l l  as  o f  Hans ,  s i nce  Laza rus  ' , { e i dne r r s  dau -
gh te r  i r a r i a  l ^ Je idne r  ( 1?55 -1841 )  was  t he  second  w i f e  o f
n y  a n c e s t o r  G e o r g e  Y o d e r , s r .  ( 1 7 5 2 - 1 8 J J ) ,  " o t r  o f  S a n u e l
Yode r  and  g randson  e f  Hans  Yode r r J r .  Th i s  makes  me  a
d o u b l e  Y o d e r .

And  i f  Ka r l -  Jode r r s  i n f o rma t i on  i s  co r rec t  on  t he
m a r r i a g e  o f  o n e  o f  m y  n o t h e t t s  a n c e s t o r s r  I l i c h a e l
Den t l i nge r  (Den l i nge r ) ,  a  L l I l  l l ennon i t e  em ig fa r r t  t o
L a n c a s t e r  C o u n t y ,  t o  V e r o n i c a  J o d e r  o f  R o t e n h o f  n e a r
A lbe rswe i l e r  i n  t he  Fa la t i - na te ,  t hen  I  am ,  f o r  be t t e r  o r
f o r  wo rse ,  a  t r i p l e  Yode r .  The  Den l i nge r -Yode r  i s  c i t ed
un fo r t una te l y  w i t hou t  documen ta t i on ,  i n  t he  o the rw i se
comp le te l y  documen ted  a r t i c l e  by  Ra lph  E .Den l i nge r ,  r rThe

Den l i nge r  Fam i l y r "  i n  t
I I I : ,  ( J u l y  1 9 8 0 ) ' I O - 1 5 .  C n  r o y  l a e t  v i s i t  w i t h  K a r l -

Jode r  i n  Ogge rshe im  i n  November ,  1981 ,  f  asked  h i n
wha t  documen ta t i on  he  had  f o r  t he  mar r i age r  wh i ch  ev l -

den t l y  t ook  p l ace  i n  t he  Pa la t i na te '  bu t  un fo r t una te l y
h e  h a d  l o s t  o r  n i s l a i d  i - t .  I  h o p e  i t  t u r n s  u p !

The .O ley  Yode rs  and  t he  La te r  M iF ra t i on

I l ans  and  Yos t  Yode r  we re  o f  cou rse  no t  t he  on l y
Yode rs  t o  come  to  co lbn la l  Pennsy l van ia . .  They  "e re  t he
f i r s t  t o  cone ,  w i - t h  l i ans  l ead ing  t he  p rocess ion  i n
L7O9/L7LO, and founding the Reforned branch of  the
fae l l y  i n  Amer l - ca .  The  second  wave  o f  Yode r  m ig ra t i on
b rough t  t he  Mennon i t e  Yode rs  t o  Bucks r  } i on tgone ry  and
I e h i g h  C o u n t i e s ,  a b o u t  1 7 2 0 .  ( S e e  K e n n e t h  l { o t t l e r s

exce l l en t  a r t j - c1e  on  t rHans  Jode r  o f  G rea t  Swarap t r r  i n
M e n n o n l t e  F a n i l y  l { i s t o r y r l l : 4  ( O c t o b e r  1 9 8 1 ) ' 1 4 4 - 1 4 6 '

@ o d e r  N e w s l e t t e r  r : J , A p r . 8 4 ) .
The  t h i r d  r n i g ra t l on  b rough t  t he  Am ish  Yode rs -

t rS t rong  . I acob r r ,  I tD l - ck  Ch r i s t e l r r  and  t he  o the rs -  i n
I ?42  and  La te r .  The  reade rs  o f  t h l - s  news le t t e r  and  o f  t he

seve ra l  Mennon i t e  h i s t o r i ca l  a . nd  genea l . og i ca l  pe r i -

od i ca l s  a re  we l l  i n f o rmed  on  t h i s  m j , g ra t i on .
I  am  ce r t a j - n  t ha t  a l l  t hese  ea r l y  Yode r  en ig ran t s

r , r e re  awa re  o f  t he i r  r e l a t i onsh ip  t o  t he  o the r  b ranches t
a .n  awa re l t ess  t ha t  we  have  had  t o  r ebu i l d  i n  ou r  cen tu r y .
Pe te r  Be r t o l e t r s  h i s t o r y  o f  O ley  c l a i ns  t ha t  t hey  we re
re l a ted ,  and  he  was  much  c l ose r  t han  we  t o  t he  em ig ran t s .
I t  i s  s i gn i f i can t  t ha t  t he  Am ish  Yode rs  came  to  Be rks
Coun ty  f o l l ow ing  t he  Re fo rned  b ranch .  Be rn  Townsh ip t  whe re
they  ee t t l ed ,  i s  no t  f a r  f r on  01ey ,  and  some  o f  t he  O ley
Yode rs  had  l ands  i n  se rn  Townsh ip .  And  t he  f ounde r  o f  t he
Nor th  Ca ro l i na  Yode r  c1an ,  Con rad  Yode r ,  who  a r r i ved  a t
Ph i l ade lph ia  i n  I I JL ,  f i r s t  se t t l ed  i n  C Iey  among  h i s
Yode r  cous ins  and  t hen  wen t  eou th  t o  L i nco ln  Coun ty ,
l i o r t h  Ca ro l i na .  The re  i s  a  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  l l o r t h  Ca ro l i na

Yode rs  w r i t t en  by  D r .  F red  Roy  Yode r r  whon  I  had  t he
p leasu re  6one  yea rs  ago  o f  show ing  t h rough  t he  C ley
V a 1 l e y .

I n  conc lus i on ,  l e t  ne  say  t ha t  I  have  a lways  been

in te res ted  i n  t he  f ac t  t ha t  t he  Yode rs -  w i t h  a l - I  t he i r
t a l en t s ,  v i r t ues ,  a r rd  f au l t s -  a re  and  a lways  have  been
a  t yp i ca l  Pennsy l va l i a  Ge rman  f an i l y .  The  t b ree  b ranches -
Re fo rned ,  l ' l ennon i t e ,  and  An i sb -  a f1  t r ace  back  t o  t he

sa rne  roo t s  i - n  S te f f i sbu rg ,  C6p161  De rn .  i ' f l : i 1e  t he re  we r ' :

i n  o the r  Sv r i s s  Can tcns  Jode r  f a rn i l i e s  t ha t  appea r  t o  be

un re la ted  t o  t he  S te f f i sbu rg  c l an '  a l l  t he  Pennsy l van ia

Yode rs  can  c l - a i n  a  r e l a t i onsh ip  t o  each  o the r .  Us ing

the  Pennsy l van ia  Ge rnean  wo rd ,  we  can  say  t ha t  we  a l - l
be l one  t o  t he  sane  F re i ndscha f t .



**nr***n**r******y0DER QttERIES *****r*tltf *lr***i***
lhe YNL wil l publish Yoder-related inqulries or
exchange at no charge. Please limit to 30 words,
but  prov ide a1I  dates,  natnes,  p laces ln  support -
ing data. We will check our records and try to
help you.  Adcl ress then tor  Chr is  Yoder,  Ihe
Yoder Newsletter, 20J La"keshire Road, Battle
9reeE-UI-t2915

l l /ho  were  the  ances tors  o f  l lowa. rd  Chr is t ian  ioder ,
b .  4 / 2 4 / 1 8 6 ?  a t  G a p  P A ,  d .  2 / L 5 / 1 9 2 8  i n  P h i 1 a .  P A ,
m .  A n n a  3 1 a i s e .  R e p l y  t o  H .  A .  Y o d e r ,  J r . ,  1 0 0 9  N e w
H a m p s h i r e  R d . ,  W a s h i n g t o n  D C  2 0 0 3 7 ,

Who was Ba. rbara  Yoder  (  ?widow)  ,  b .  Pruss i .a  7783,
d .  J o h n s o n  C o .  ,  f A  l B 7 3 ? .  P r o b a b l y  l i v e d  i n  l / ] i f -
f l i n  C o .  P A  f r o m  ? ?  t o  1 8 4 5 .  i { e r  d a u . ,  J o h a n n a
E m d e  ( b .  P r u s s i a  1 8 0 9 )  m .  J o h n  l " n e p p .  R e p l y  t o
C a r o l y n  N a f z i g e r ,  R R # l ,  B o x  4 ) ,  l l i n i e r  I L  ( 1 7 5 9

Who Wae JACCB YIDER, Ear l -  Townshlpl  I lascock Co"rQl !????2
W111 eigned JuIy 25r1848;, Iacob Ml l1er and John Swalk
w l t neoses .  I i en t i - ons  w l f e  Ma ry ,  eon  M ichae l ,  and  dau -
ghters Chr ist lna,  Mary,  Eeternan,  Bl izabeth,  Mahala &
Ca tha r l ne .  RepJ "y  t o :  Ch r i s  Yodc r r2OJ  Lakcsh i r c  Rd . r
Ba t t l e  C reek ,  M I  49015 .

Plea.se  no te  cor res f ,sd  quer ; r  f rom issue #4 t
W o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x c .  i n f o  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n s  l - i n e t/ .d o s e D n  r o o e r  \ o .  c a .  1 Q 2 8 ,  G o s h e n  I N )  s / o  I s a a c
f tgZ5- t905)  anc l  Susan I ' l i sh le r  Yoder .  f sa ,ac  s , /o
Joseph OZAA-nsz  )  anr i  E l - i zabeth  Spe icher  YocJer .
J o s e n h  s / o  J a c o b  0 ? 6 0 - 1 8 2 9 )  a n r i  E l i z a b e t h  Y o d e r
Yor ie r .  Jacob s , /o  Chr is t ian  (1?28-781,0)  Yoc ie r .
E l i zabeth  rJ , /o  Yos t  YoCer .  MARGARET KWADRAT,
1 1 6 7 6  P o s t  M i l 1 s  l , a n e ,  R e s t o n  V A  2 2 0 9 0 .
( the  above cor rec ted  query  was a  typograph ica l
e r ro r  by  YNl .  Sor ry ,  above cor rec t ion  is  0K.

Would  l l ke  in fo  on  descendants  o f  l ia ryann Yoder ,
b .  1868,  m.  Adam Mi11er  o f  Emmatown fN.  Mapyann
was r ia .u .  o f  An< l rew and Sara .h  (Hershbereer )  Yoder .
A l t o n  Y o r l e r ,  1 1 0 3 8  C .  R .  4 6 ,  R R # 1 ,  L i g o n i e r  I N  4 6 5 ( ?

***********

Shown below is the last wil l and testanony
of Henry Yoder (I756-f829) and marrled Cathei-
ine Detwei ler  ( I?  56- f8a? ) .
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o f  D a v i d  Y o d e r ,  L ? ( 3 -
w e r e ?  R e p l y  t o  r
l ' i 1 Imore  CA 93015

Seek ch i ld ren 's  name and ances t ry  o f  George Yoder r
b .  2 - 4 - 1 8 0 0 - d .  ( , - 2 6 - 1 8 J 0 ,  m .  H a n n a h  A n t r i a m ,  1 8 2 1 .
B o t h  b u r i e d  a t  H i 1 1 s  C h u r c h ,  B e r k s  C 6 . ,  P A  n e a r
Ol -ey  Va1 ley .  Ben jarn in  Yoder ,  one o f  the i r  ch i ld ren
was my ances tor .  Be l ieved to  be  descendant  o f  Hans
or  Yos t .  Rep ly  to  G lenn F .  Yoder ,  J02  Wa.sh ing ton
S t . ,  E a s t ,  G r e e n v i l l e  F A  1 8 0 4 1

N e e d  i n f o  o n  p a r e n t s  o f  D a n i e l  Y o d e r ,  b  c a  1 8 0 8
PA m.  Nancy  Durb in .  Was in  Greene Co.  FA 18J0.
Known chi ldren James m Barbara Grif f i th; E]- iza-
b e t h  n  S a m u e l  0 1 i v e r 3  J o h n  m  ?  w h i t l a t c h t  Z a c h -
ar iah  m luc inda Ot t t  George m Ha.nnah H inerman;
Phebe (cor rec ter i  f rom M41y)  m Jesse H inerman;
a n d  N a n 6 y .  R e p l y  t o  i l l a x i n e  J o n e s , ) l J  G a r C e n  S t . ,
W a r r e n  O H  4 4 4 8 5 .

YODER:  A Yoder  fami ly  l i ved  a . t  Canton  KS,  a t tended
Spr ing  Va. l fey  l {ennon i te  Church  f rom 1880-1900.
N a m e s  a r e r  J e s s p h  a n d  L y d i a .  C h i l d r e n t  H a r v e V ,
1 8 8 0 - 1 9 0 0 ;  l r a  1 8 8 1 - 1 9 0 0 ;  C h a r l e s ,  E d d ,  0 1 i v e r ,
l r ra .nc  j -s ,  C la rence,  Minn ie  and lv ia l i ssa .  Where  d id
t h e y  c o m e  f r o m . a n d  w h e r e  d i d  t h e y  m o v e ?  R e p l y
t o  L j - z z i e  M a e  ( Y o d e r )  S e l z e r ,  R R # 1 ,  B o x  l 7 ( ,
Canton KS (,?428.

Henry Yoder of  Elk l ick lownship,Sonerset  Co. ,
Pa. ,was the son of  Yost  yoder of  l€ncaster  and
later Miff l ln Co. by his first wlfe (nane not
known.Yost's second wife was Mary Slever. In hls
wil l dated 6 April 1829, Henr.y nlmes son yost
Yoder and Henry Hershberger as Executors to "make
equal distributiontr among hls ten helrs. Thls
includes portions to the children of daughters
Elizabeth and llary in Ohio, who both dled prior
to thelr father. Daniel Mil ler and Henry Hoch-
stet ler  both served as wi tnesses to the document .
We'd again take the opportunity to thank Jacob
Schrock of Topeka,IN for contributing this iten
to the newslet ter .

*11{'r3*ri*rf *r+r!rlrt*r$r+.ra**r1**rtrt {1***+**rt****.*{r***r**t*+*i*

In te res ted  in  the  fo l low ine  in fo  on  Joseph A.
Yot ie r .  Dau.  m.  ou t  o f  Amis [  fa i th  to  Uptbn  in
Nappanee IN area .  The i r  dau Sy lv ia  Lunt  now may
be in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  Request  any  o f  the i r  a .nces tors ,
e tc .  Rep ly  to  Jan ice  Yoder  Hatchman,  1406 south
E i g h t h  A v e . ,  A r c a d i a  C A  9 1 0 0 6
Would  seek  in fo  o f  paren ts  o f  Ks f ,hgr ine  Yoder ,
b  ca  1812 l rance,  d  June ? ,  7883,  Archbo ld  OH.
m Peter  S tuckey  who d  June 2( '  ,  L892,  Archbo ld  OH.
fn fo  on  bros  and s is  o f  Kather ine  wou ld  he Ip .
W i l l i n g  t o  e x c h a n g e  i n f o .  R e p l y  t o  R o y  C .  P r e s s l e r
1 1 0 7  l V e s t  T h i r d ,  N o r t h  P l a t t e  N E  6 9 1 0 1 .

In the future there witL be
an article on the several
Joder crests.,ffi

!$qItLw



REUNIONS

The first lilahlon T. Ioder famlly flrst reunlon Ytas
hcld over Easter weekend, 1984 at Carnp Menno Haven
Tlskllwa II,. 1985 reunion to be on October 18-20'
1985 at the same place.
+ilr****** *tt.tt**tr* ** t+{t**10*tilt * l+***ltlt*'lt'l+ tt l+ltl+{t*** 11'11***

Conrad Yotter descendants wiLl neet for their 35th
annual reunion at the Zion Lutheran Church, RR#1,
Hlckory NC on thb second Sunday, August 11, 1985:
tlti******.t*r+llltrt.ltltlf.*.*l0lt*.1+Ll$ttl+l+11ltl+***liltltlt{+ lrlt* lt*t{+lt

Note to reunions to be held. . . In  order  that  we may
nake notlce of your reunion, we should get the
lnfornatlon for each spring issue. Several that
were received arrivecl too late to be put in.
+*+**tttl**tsi*tltt*tltat$.r{r****.tl11t+.tt.*tltt'*lt**{+r+r+11*lt.ltltll.|tL**ltll

Neal D. lf l1fong, Secretary of the Conrad Yoder
Reunion suggesied an idea you night use for your
next reunion. ffrts is itr "Arrange articles by
date ln a 3-ring pressure-sensitive photo album
and watch famtly menbers enioy 'catching upr on
all the news. I 've saved cllppings for many years
on family happenings (blrths, deaths' marriages'
happy oc6asl-oirs, etc. ) . Prlmarily Ty ellppings
dei i -wi th fe l low k insmen,  but  occasional ly  I
mlrht lnclude artlcles about others (not blood
refation), but with the sane surnane. This year
I displayed ny Yoder notebook at the reunion. A
nunbe; o? peoble stopped to examine its contents."

CIiRISTIAI| J. ("Bee Christ") YODER REUNION

A reunion of the Christian J. Yoder Farnily-wil l
be held Sunday, July 14, 1985 at the Fellowship
ialI of ttre oit Groie Mennonite Church at Smith-
vttfe On. This reunion was helcl annually from
tizt ttrougtr L9??. For a number of years.|t wls
r6tated an6ng Wayne, Stark anil Logan Counties In-Onio. 

At th; Yo-cter reunion held in Bluffton 0H
on July  t l ,  1982 i t  was t lec ided to meet  every
ih";; !"ars. Christianrs father was aLso naned
cit"i"ti"" and his wife Marie and he were inni-
er in ts  f rom Alsace,  France. . .coming to the Or-
;i i i ; area in 1828. Descendants are encouraged
to update all farnily records and bring them to
the ieunion or  mai l  them to:  Richard & RosaLie
ioa"r, 259 I 'ake Drive, Dalton 0H-41+61-8.
iNoiE;  s66 re: .ated ar i icLe on Yoder or ig ins)

Dear Friends'---nt-ine 
sit iron Peter Yoder/l4ary Metzler Yoder

reunion-in Harrisburg PA, August 1984, I presented
some of  the Metzte"-?aln i iy  h is tory- in  the- form of

U" i " f  "* i ts . . .a  t r ' rov ing r6por ter"  l is tenecl  in  on
conversat :ons '  or  in te iv iewed couples f ron 100'
75o, zoo, and 2!O years ago, hiFhllehlinS- 9o1e
i i i " rest ing fac ls . . . rn is  made the fa l i lv  h ls torv
corne to l i ie an<l all generations at the reunlon
"i"v"a awake! A suggestlon for reunion planners'

Mabe1 vl-Brunk, Charlottesvil le VA'

*t*t***t*****|t*lt*t**l***********|+********l+|+*|t*l+t**
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CORRECIION

The Christian Jotter seal-
shown in Issue No.  4 (oct .  84)
of the Newsletter was lndlcated
there, and also in "Mennonlte
Faml ly  History"  (Apr i l  '84) ,  as
belng of a Christian Yoder who
emigrated to Arnerlca in 1742.
Data received from Otmar Jotter
of Grunstadt, West GermanY'
reveals that this seal aPPeared
on a document dated several
decades later .  Those of  us who
are descended fron Chrlstian
Jotter, in. L742, are naturally
dieappointed at this turn of
facts.
.*.t$l+ttl1.l+l+l+lt.ltlt.ll*.lt ltl+it*ltlt*liltltl. ltltlt***l

Yoder Fanl1y History sheets
are continuing to be received.
So far 1l-2 individuals have sub-
mitted their Yoder ancestry. The
largest famlly represented ls
that  of  "schwel tzer"  Chr is t ian
Yoder (ca Feb 1728-Nov 20 1816)
whose second wife was Barbara
Hooley. The lndividual wlth the
greatest number of dlstinct Yoder
lines was Mrs. Paula Anderson of
St. Louis Park MN. One reader
Janet (mrs. Gary) Oyer of Ka1anr
WA has both 18th century Anish
and 19th century Alsatlan Yoder
ancestors.
e{.*lt:** l+ltltlllf ltl+*{f ltlt ** ** *l**l+*lt*lf ****

FUTURE FEATURES

We hope to start a serles on
the St. Joder Chapel near Grafe-
nort Switzerland.

Also to print the FamilY Regls-
ter  of  Bishop Chr is t ian Yoder
(U58-1838) and wi fe,  MadLena
Troyer.
**.t$t${+t+{sltl+*lf ****{$*rt* **Jr***'ltl$*lt****
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