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PREFACE

    This brief History of the Yoder Family in North Carolina has been more than a half century in the making.  During summer vacation months, between 1910 and 1915, the author had many conversations 

with his grandfather, Col. George M. Yoder (1826-1920), noted Yoder family historian, about Conrad Yoder and his early North Carolina descendants.  In the summer of 1916 parts of several chapters were written and submitted to Col. Yoder for corrections and suggestions.

    In 1917 the author was called into military service and had to lay the manuscript aside. In March 1920, Col. Yoder passed away. In the fall of that year the author went to the state of Washington to teach, where he remained in residence until 1957, and was back in North Carolina for only brief visits until that time. It was impossible to gather local family history from a distance of three thousand miles. The author has taught in Kentucky since 1957, still considerable distance from the Lincoln-Catawba County area, where most North Carolina Yoders live, and away from county courthouse and state library and archive records.

     Between 1957 and 1967 the author and his wife spent a part of most of their summer vacations in North Carolina gathering facts for this book.  Short articles were inserted in four Lincoln and Catawba County newspapers, requesting all Yoders to send the Author information about their families.  At half a dozen Yoder Reunions requests were made for information from all those present, and blank forms handed out for furnishing family records.  These blanks were also mailed to all Yoders listed in the Lincolnton, Newton, Hickory, Conover, and Maiden telephone directories, requesting their family records and history.  Blanks were sent to some of these Yoders three times, but no information was ever received by the author from them.  Regrettably, a number of past and present living North Carolina Yoder families are not sketched in this book, because the author could not obtain any information about them

.

     Figures inserted within parentheses after names indicate the generation to which persons belong.  As an example, the author gives his own line of descendants for eight generations as follows: Conrad Yoder (1), John Yoder(2), Michael Yoder(3) George M. Yoder(4), Colin M. Yoder(5), Fred R. Yoder(6), Thomas W. Yoder(7), Thomas Porter Yoder(8).  In a few families the ninth generation has been reached. The author recognizes that Yoder children and descendants have been born since he gathered information from their parents, and therefore they are not recorded in this book.  A few blank pages appear at the end of the book, which the author suggests may be used top complete the history of families.

   Children of each Yoder family head to whom a chapter is devoted are numbered in numerical order of birth or age, as 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., under the general sectional heading, Children, Grandchildren, GreatGrand children.  Descendants of these numbered children follow in unnumbered, chronological order.

    As the book contains hundreds of dates of births, marriages, and deaths, and facts of religious affiliations, occupations, and other personal data, which have been recorded and copied several times, some mistakes will have undoubtedly occurred.

     The author asks charitable forgiveness for these errors and suggests that they be corrected by readers who know the correct facts.

   The author invites correspondence for corrections, new items of information, and suggestions from any and all families and readers.

   The author expresses his thanks to the hundreds of members of the Yoder family who have furnished him information about their own specific families.  He is especially indebted to his wife, Wilma P. Yoder, competent genealogist, who knows her way through county courthouse records, state archives, and historical divisions of libraries, for her many hours of assistance.  She has read the manuscript of the book and made many valuable suggestions.

   The author lovingly dedicates this History to his noble grandfather, Col. George M. Yoder, learned pioneer-family historian and generous sharer of his remarkable and almost unlimited knowledge about Conrad Yoder and his descendants in North Carolina, as well as the history of many other Lincoln and Catawba County pioneer families.
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PART ONE: ORIGINS OF YODERS AND BACKGROUND

CHAPTER I

YODERS IN EUROPE AND EARLY AMERICA

Origins of Yoders in Europe


(The author is indebted to Doctor Don Yoder, of Devon Pennsyl- vania, foremost historian of Yoders in Europe and the United States, for many of the historical facts of the first section of this chapter. taken from his pamphlet, "Origins of the Pennsylvania Yoders.")

Yoders in the United States are of Swiss origin.  The name Yoder (Joder, in Swiss German) is derived from Saint Theodore, one of the Christian Missionaries, who brought the Christian message into the Swiss Alps in the Middle Ages.  The name Saint Theodore was abbreviated to Saint Joder.  Swiss churches often portrayed Saint Joder standing on a little devil, showing his triumph over evil.  In the Swiss Reformed Church Almanac, August 16 is still listed as Saint Joder's Day.  In southern Switzerland there is a mountain peak called Saint Joderhorn in honor of Saint Joder.


Joders (Yoders) are first mentioned as residing in or near the two Swiss villages of Steffisburg and Murri, the former village in the highland area of Canton Bern, and the latter in Canton Aargau.  Joders were in these villages as early as the 1300's and 1400's.  Joders still live in these two villages.  Joders have also lived in the Rheinfelden and Basel areas of northwestern Switzerland, and some of them have migrated directly to America where they have taken the name Yoder.


Many Joders in Switzerland became Anabaptists, believers in adult baptism or "Rebaptism," if baptism had already taken place in infancy.  These Anabaptists were severely persecuted by the Swiss canton government, and the Swiss Reformed Church for their religious beliefs and practices.  Also these Anabaptist Christians stressed holiness of life based on the Sermon on the Mount.  They refused to fight and kill in time of war, because Christ had commanded all men to love one another, even their enemies.  They refused to take state oaths, because Christ had told men "to swear not at all."  Above all, these Anabaptist people wanted complete religious freedom, uncontrolled by any state laws or regulations, or by a state church.  Because of their beliefs these people were persecuted, punished, and often driven out of the Swiss villages and towns, and banished to foreign lands.


The Anabaptist religion spread down the Rhine, reached the Netherlands (Holland), and was shaped to a considerable degree b a priest named Menno Simons.  His name was given to the majority of Anabaptists whose descendants migrated to America and they have come to be known as Mennonites.  Many Yoders are found today in the different branches of the Mennonite faith in the United States.


The most extreme of the Swiss Anabaptists were the followers of a priest named Jacob Ammon.  They stressed plain, simple living and dress, and other types of nonconformity.  After 1740 many of them came to America and settled in eastern Pennsylvania, where they are known as the Amish, or Plain Folks.  Many Yoders in the states of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa are found in the Amish sect.


Some Anabaptists took refuge in the Palatinate, a small state in southwestern Germany.  Joders were included among these Anabaptists who first took refuge in the Palatinate and the Rhine Valley.  The Anabaptists were barely tolerated in the German villages.  Most of them migrated to America after 1700.  Joders are still found in several Palatinate villages today.


Although Yoders in the United States today are found in a number of different denominations, especially among the Lutheran Reformed (now United Church of Christ) denominations, perhaps a majority of them still adhere to Mennonite and Amish faiths.  But neither Mennonite nor Amish groups migrated from Pennsylvania to the southern colonies, except a few Mennonites to Virginia. In North Carolina the early Yoders belonged to the Reformed and Lutheran Churches.

Great Palatine Migration to America and Pennsylvania 1700 to 1770


Yoders were a part of the great Palatine migration to America between 1700 and 1775.  The Palatinate, between the years of 1690 and 1740, was frequently ravaged by war.  Louis XIV, French despotic monarch, sent his armies into the Palatinate time and again to bring it under his domain, to appoint its rulers, to compel the acceptance of Catholicism, to punish religious dissenters, to tax the people, to pillage and even to lay waste vast areas as punishment of the people.  He sought to make the Rhine the eastern boundary of France.  The poor, landless Palatine peasants and workers suffered most from this warfare and oppression and thousands were left in a state of destitution.  Many sought refuge, first in England and finally in America.


When the great peace-loving Quaker, William Penn, established the colony of Pennsylvania, he opened it to all religious faiths, allowing complete religious freedom and worship.  He sent agents into the Rhine Valley and the Palatinate announcing the opportunities for settlement in his colony and assuring emigrants they would be allowed freedom of worship.  The Palatines of all faiths came to the new colony by the thousands after 1700.  They found their way down the Rhine to Rotterdam, the great Holland port, and embarked on slow sailing boats for Philadelphia.  Between 1700 and 1775 more than sixty thousand Palatines came to America.


The journey across the Atlantic in those days on slow sailing vessels was long and hard.  The journey lasted three to five months.  Accommodations were generally poor and crowded.  Sanitary conditions were often bad.  Food was poor and sometimes scarce and spoiled.  Sickness, disease, and epidemic many times scourged the passengers.  Many died and were buried at sea.  But the new world of economic opportunity and religious and political liberty was a great goal and haven for the poor Palatines.


After taking the oath of allegiance to the English Crown, the Palatines spread out into the area of southeastern Pennsylvania, looking for good land and places to make their new homes.  They settled first in what are now Bucks, Montgomery, Chester, Lancaster, and Berks Counties.  A good many Yoders were among these early German pioneers.  In southeastern Pennsylvania these German immigrants developed a dialect which came to be known as "Pennsylvania Dutch," a mixture of German and English, and not real Dutch at all.  This dialect and the people who spoke it came to be called "Pennsylvania Dutch."  The German word for German is Deutsch, but often difficult to speakers of English to pronounce, and so the word Deutsch  was pronounced Dutch.


Although Yoders wee soon found in many of the communities in the Pennsylvania counties named above, there was an unusual concentration of Yoders in what is now Oley Township, in Berks County.  Yoders were in this township as early as 1710.  From the Oley Valley, Yoders spread westward into many other communities in Pennsylvania, As we shall see in the next chapter, Conrad Yoder(1), founder of our North Carolina family of Yoders, may have lived among Yoders in Oley Township before migrating to North Carolina.

Migration of Germans to North Carolina


According to any records we now have, only Conrad Yoder (1) journeyed to the far south land.  He became the founder of the Yoder family in North Carolina.  As good lands were taken up in Pennsylvania, many Germans and Scotch-Irish migrated to Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and later to Tennessee, seeking cheaper and more spacious homelands.  The Pennsylvania Germans, usually called "Pennsylvania Dutch," came by way of the valley of western Virginia, and out through the gaps of the Blue Ridge, into the upper valleys of the Yadkin and Catawba Rivers.  They settled chiefly in what are now the counties of Forsyth, Davidson, Rowan, Cabarrus, Iredell, Lincoln, and Catawba.


Henry Weidner (Whitener) was the first of these German settlers from Pennsylvania to come into the South River section.  He came around 1745.  He received a large grant of land that stretched across both forks of the South Fork River,  Henry's Fork and Jacob's Fork.  He built his house over a spring at what has long been known as the Old Robinson Place, not far from Henry's Fork River, on the east side, and about five miles south of Hickory.  Weidner, who seems to have come first as a trapper, journeyed back to Pennsylvania several times to sell his pelts and purchase articles for his home and farming operations.  On one of these trips, according to tradition, he brought back with him, Conrad Yoder(1), to whom he sold 200 acres of land in 1762.  During the years 1745-1770 many other settlers, Germans and Scotch-Irish, came into the South Fork, Henry's Fork, and Jacob's Fork valleys.  Among these early comers and pioneer settlers were the Wilfongs, Shufords, Anthonies, Coulters, Whiteners, Clines, Reeps, Mulls, Deitzes, Seitzes, Propsts, Hahns, Lohrs, Canslers, Kistlers, Mostellers, Ramseurs, Leonards, Hunsuckers, Sigmons, Dellingers, Lutzes, Frys, Haases, Grosses, Weavers, Schells, Seagles, Millers, Huffmans, Killians, and others.


Conrad Yoder(1) and his wives, and children became neighbors and acquaintances of many of these families.

Indian Frontier Dangers Revolutionary Conflict


When Conrad Yoder(1) and his pioneer neighbors arrived n the Catawba and South Fork River Area, in the 1750's and 1760's, the Indian frontier was only a few miles to the west.  The Powerful and often warlike Cherokee Indians were still stubbornly resisting the intrusion of white settlers into their ancient domain, making sallies into the western-most white settlements, massacring people, burning their homes, and driving away their livestock.  In 1754-1755, the colonial government of North Carolina had established Ford Dobbs near where Statesville now stands and stationed a company of rangers there to help protect the frontier settlers.  In 1759 or 1760, a band of these marauding Indians had swooped down on Abram Mull's place, a close-by neighbor of Henry Weidner, killed Mull working out in a field, and scalped an infant, leaving it still alive, and burned all the buildings.  His wife escaped only because she was away driving up the cattle.  Henry Weidner, with his family and Mull's widow fled to South Carolina for safety and remained away for two years.


According to tradition, Weidner returned alone on horseback from time to time to investigate whether the Cherokee Indians were still roaming the territory.  It is said he had an agreement with a friendly Catawba Indian chief in the area that the chief would keep the trunk of a white oak tree painted red as long as there was danger from the Cherokees, and that when he found it safe for Weidner to return with his family, he would paint the trunk white.  After two years Weidner returned with his family, finding all the buildings on his place destroyed.


During the French and Indian War (1754-1760) the Cherokee Indians were encouraged by the French to attack all the western frontier settlements.  In 1760 and 1761, North Carolina colonial troops marched against the Indians to the west, were first defeated, and then with the assistance of troops from Virginia and South Carolina, defeated the Indians decisively at Echoee, a hundred miles to the west, near what is now the town of Franklin, drove them west of the Blue Ridge, and forced them to give up all their lands east of the Blue Ridge.  But danger from the Cherokee Indians was short lived.  With the outbreak of the Revolutionary War in 1776, the Cherokee Indians again went on the warpath, this time incited and encouraged by the British to attack the western settlements.  Not until 1783, when the Revolutionary War was over, could the settlers of the Catawba area feel safe against Indian attacks.

During the period of the American Revolution (1776-1783) a virtual state of local civil war existed among the white settlers themselves over the issues of the Revolution.  The 200 families of the Catawba and South Fork River area were sharply divided as Whigs or Patriots, supporters of the Revolution on one side, and Tories or Loyalists on the other.  Henry Weidner and Conrad Yoder(1) were ardent Patriots, supporting the cause of the Revolution.  Some of their neighbors were staunch Loyalists, supporters of the British and the King.  Early in the conflict, Loyalists hanged a young Patriot, Isaac Wise, near where the city of Newton Now stands.  In 1777 some of Weidner's and Yoder's close neighbors were compelled to appear in Court at Salisbury and make oath to support the new Revolutionary state government.  Only fourteen miles away from Conrad Yoder's(1) place, at Ramseur's Mill, where Lincolnton now stands, a pitched battle was fought in June 1780, between 400 Whig-Patriots and 1100 Tory-Loyalists, and quite a number of men were killed and wounded.  A few months later, in October, many young men from the South Fork River area marched to King's Mountain, fifty miles away, and helped defeat the British and Tories under General Ferguson.  Both British and American armies marched across the Catawba area a few miles east of the Weidner-Yoder settlement.


Fifteen miles to the northeast, on the west bank of the Catawba river, at Lookout Shoals, a gang of thieves, robbers, plunderers, and murderers, led by the notorious Sam Brown, posing as a Tory Captain, ravaged the country for miles around and struck fear and terror in the minds of the Whig and Patriot families.  Not until the Revolution was ended did quiet, peace, safety, and freedom from fear, really prevail in the Catawba area.  Conrad Yoder(1), who died in 1790, lived twenty years of his thirty years as a pioneer in North Carolina amid dangers, fears, hatreds, and potential and actual, violent conflict.

CHAPTER  II

CONRAD YODER(1) 17  -1790__ FOUNDER OF  YODER FAMILY

IN NORTH CAROLINA


Conrad Yoder(1), 17__ -1790, was the founder of the Yoder family in North Carolina.  Our knowledge about him is incomplete.  We are not certain where and when he was born, or when he came to America.  According to tradition, he came to North Carolina from Pennsylvania with the old pioneer, Henry Weidner (Whitener) sometime between the years 1755 and 1762.  He probably lived with Henry Weidner several years and worked for him on his plantation.  How long he lived in Pennsylvania, and why he came south we do not know.


While in Pennsylvania he probably lived in Oley Township, Berks County.  Many early Yoders coming to America lived in this township.  In a diary kept by David Schultze, a surveyor who lived close to this township, in an adjoining county, and who often did surveying in the township, he has three references to Conrad Yoder(1). Schultze and Conrad Yoder(1) seem to have been good friends in Pennsylvania.  Schultze states in his diary, July 25, 1782, that he has received a letter from Conrad Yoder(1) in Carolina, brought to him by Michael Weidner (Weidner lived about a mile from Conrad Yoder(1) in Carolina); July 26, 1786, he writes again in his diary that Jacob Hittel from Carolina brought him a letter from Conrad Yoder(1) in Carolina; and finally in 1790, he records in his diary, that Conrad Yoder(1) in Carolina died in April or May, "as brought to me by bearer of a message."


Col. George M. Yoder(4), 1826-1920, a great grandson of Conrad Yoder(1), has left us more information about Conrad Yoder(1) and his early descendants in North Carolina than any other person.  The author, a grandson of Col. Yoder, spent many hours with him between 1910 and 1917 listening to accounts of Conrad Yoder(1) and other early Yoders in Lincoln and Catawba Counties.  Col. Yoder got most of his information about Conrad Yoder(1) from his grandparents and other old people who knew Conrad Yoder(1) and the members of his family.  He was ten years old when his grandfather, John Yoder(2), oldest son of Conrad Yoder(1) died, and sixteen years old when his grandmother, Mary B. Yoder, died.  He lived only a quarter of a mile from the home of his grandparents. As his own mother had died when he was six years old and as his father, Michael Yoder(3) never remarried, Col Yoder and his younger brother Cyrus, as small boys often spent days and nights with their grandparents and heard stories about Conrad Yoder(1) around the table and the fireside.  Col. Yoder said to the author a number of times, "Fred, when the old folks talked about the old Pioneers and settlers, I listened to every word and have always remembered what they said about them."  He wrote two rather extensive manuscripts on the early history of the Yoder family in North Carolina.  The author has had these manuscripts at hand as he has written this History.


Col. Yoder usually said and wrote that Conrad Yoder(1) came from Switzerland to Philadelphia. But sometimes he said to the author that Conrad Yoder(1) may have lived for a while in the Palatinate of southwestern Germany before coming to America.  In his writings and conversations, Col. Yoder gave the date of Conrad Yoder's landing at Philadelphia as probably in 1751, stating that he took the oath of allegiance as required of all immigrants from Germany, under the name of Conrad Koder, which name appears in the list of the ship NANCY, arriving  September 16, 1751.


But more recent students of the early pioneers in Lincoln and Catawba Counties have placed the date of his arrival as most probably October 25, 1746 on the ship NEPTUNE, under the name of Conrad (X) Yotter, which appears on the ship list of persons taking the oath of allegiance on that date.  (Strassburger and Hinke, Pennsylvania Pioneers, Vol. II, p. 387, Pennsylvania German Society, Norristown, Pennsylvania, 1934.)  The mark ( after Conrad  indicates that someone else signed for him.  Col. Yoder(4) states that when he was a boy in the 1830's the Yoders were often called Yotters by the old German people.  An authority on German and Swiss names in the Palatinate, Dr. Fritz Braun, of Kaiserslautern, West Germany, told the author in 1960 that the name Yoder was never spelled Koder in Europe.  In the great work on German immigrants to Pennsylvania in the 18th century, cited above, different spellings of the name Yoder are given as Jetter, Jeder, Yetter (French), and Jotter, Joder, Jodder, Jother, and Yother (German).  They do not cite Yoder as ever being spelled Koder in their three volumes.  One Yoder family in Pennsylvania gives Juter as one of the early spellings in that state.


In traveling from Pennsylvania to North Carolina, Conrad Yoder(1) undoubtedly followed the well known and much used road by thousands of Pennsylvania pioneers into the Piedmont section of the state between w7s0 and 1775.  This road led out from Philadelphia and the counties of Berks, Chester, and Montgomery, through York, crossing the Susquehanna River at Harrisburg, and to Winchester, in Virginia, up the Shenandoah Valley to the Staunton River and down the southern part of the great Virginia Valley, between the Blue Ridge and the mountains to the west, and then out through low gaps to Old Salem (now Winston-Salem), and across the Yadkin River to Salisbury, then westward to the Catawba River at Sherrill's Ford, and finally by the "Catawba Path" or "the road to Henry Weidner's place," 25 miles distant from the ford.


From the descriptions of  Conrad Yoder(1) that Col. Yoder got from his grandparents, he described his several times to the author as of somewhat short stature, stocky, dark hair, and brown eyes.  In his conversations with the author he said a number of times, "From what they told me about Conrad Yoder(1), I always think of him as a man about like Amzi Yoder(4)."  (See picture p.64)  The author knew Amzi Yoder very well for a number of years and he well fitted the description of Conrad Yoder(1) as Col. Yoder got it from his grand-parents.  Many Yoders in North Carolina still fit this description of physical characteristics of their original ancestor.


Other traits of Conrad Yoder(1) that we can infer from what we know about his life and activities is that he was a bold pioneer, energetic, industrious, skilled in various handicrafts, resourceful, thrifty, foresighted; and a just, quiet, peace-loving man, Christian in his attitudes towards all men.  He never owned any slaves, although many of his friends and neighbors did, and he probably was opposed to slavery on moral and religious grounds.  We visualize him quietly working away on his farm, clearing river bottom cane-brakes, and heavily wooded forest lands; building log houses, barns, and shops; raising different kinds of animals and crops; making many tools and articles with his own hands; going in his covered wagon on distant trips of 50 to 100 miles over primitive, rough roads to markets; exploring the countryside to the west for good land; and visiting and associating with his neighbor pioneers, especially Henry Weidner and his family.


In December, 1762, Conrad Yoder(1) bought from Henry Weidner 200 acres of land lying on both sides of Jacob's Fork River, for 45 shillings (equivalent to $216 in later U.S. currency).   The deed is recorded in the Office of Register of Deeds, Deed Book #1, pp. 742-743, of Mecklenburg County Courthouse at Charlotte, North Carolina.  Mecklenburg County had just been formed from Anson County.  When the deed was given by Henry Weidner he thought his large tract of land lay in Anson County, when as a matter of fact it lay in Rowan County as of that date.  The deed describes in detail the corners and the lines of the 200 acres sold to Conrad Yoder(1).  The tract contained many acres of rich bottom land.  The deed is made out to Conrad Yother, indicating again that Conrad Yoder(1) most likely spelled his name as Yotter when he came to North Carolina, but the clerk writing and recording the deed probably misunderstood the name to be Yother instead of Yotter.


Conrad Yoder(1), his children, his grandchildren, and some of his great grandchildren spoke the German language, or "Pennsylvania Dutch," a mixture of the German and English languages that developed among the German and Swiss people in eastern Pennsylvania between 1700 and 1750.  It is still spoken by descendants of these people in parts of Pennsylvania and Ohio.  Many of the German and Swiss people in North Carolina continued top speak "Pennsylvania Dutch," till around 1835-1840, when public schools began to be established and instruction was given in English.  Col. Yoder stated many times that he could speak only "Pennsylvania Dutch" when he attended his first school in 1833.  He was able to speak "Pennsylvania Dutch" fluently until his death at the age of 93, in 1920.


In 1763 Conrad Yoder(1) built his first log cabin house, on a slightly elevated ridge about 200 yards from Jacob's Fork River, and about 30 yards from ag good spring, close-by the side of a little branch. In the same year, he married Christina Klein (Cline), daughter of pioneer Sebastian Klein (Cline),  who lived on Clark's Creek, at the mouth of Anthony Creek, near where the town of Newton is now located, and six or seven miles distant from Conrad Yoder's(1) place. As the size of his family increased, Conrad Yoder(1) built a larger and more commodious log house, with a cellar.  Probably the kitchen and dining room was a separate building, a few feet away from the main house.  It is also probable that the corners of his log house had projecting corners with gun holes to afford defense against attacking Indians from three directions.  Chimneys had fireplaces eight feet wide, where cooking was done.  Nothing remains today of the old Conrad Yoder(1) house and other buildings. They were torn down and the logs and chimney rocks moved away more than a hundred years ago.  The picture on page 12 shows the author standing on the spot where the old house stood.  He was directed to this spot in 1952 by the owner of the land, Mr. Lloyd Miller, and the author's father, Colin M. Yoder(5), who cut wheat with a cradle over the old house site, in the early 1880's, when a trace of the old cellar could still be seen.  The picture on page 13 shows a part of the land originally cleared and farmed by Conrad Yoder(1) and his sons.  This land remained in the hands of Conrad Yoder's(1) descendants till about 1920.  It is now owned by Luther Bowman, who lives on Highway 1008 that runs through a part of the original 200 acre tract. 


Conrad Yoder(1) was married three times.  He first married Christina Cline in 1763. She died in 1771 or 1772.  Three children were born to this marriage: John, Jacob, and David.  In 1773, Conrad Yoder(1) married a Miss _____ Seitz, who died within a year, leaving no offspring.  Then in 1775, he married Catherine Huffman, "a German lady who came directly from Germany," as the author's grandfather always said.  Five children were born to this marriage: Elizabeth, Elias, Daniel, Catarina (Catherine) and Adam.

On the blank page between the Old and New Testament Books of Conrad Yoder's (1) large German Bible, are written in German script the dates of birth of all his eight children.  Below are given the names and dates of birth as they appear in the Bible, followed by translation into English:

German:


Johannis ist auf die Welt goboren den 26ten October 1764.


Jacob ist auf die Welt geboren den 13ten December 1767.


David ist die Welt geboren den 3ten aprill 1770. 


Elizabeth ist auf die Welt geboren den 14ten aprill 1776.


Elias ist auf die Welt geboren den 31ten October 1777.


Daniel ist auf die Welt geboren den 28ten Juni 1780.


Chatarina ist auf die Welt geboren den 21ten December 1782.


Adam ist auf die Welt geboren den 23ten Juny 1785.

Translation:


John born into the world the 26th of October 1764.


Jacob was born into the world the 13th of December 1767.


David was born into the world the 3rd of April 1770.


Elizabeth was born into the world the 14th of April 1776.


Elias was born into the world the 31st of October 1777.


Daniel was born into the world the 18th of June 1780.


Catherine was born into the world the 21st of December 1782.


Adam was born into the world the 23rd of June 1785.


This bible is now in the Possession of Helen Yoder Hahn(6), of Hallandale, Florida, great-great-great granddaughter of Conrad Yoder(1).  The Bible seems to have passed down through John Yoder(2) to his daughter Christine Yoder Weaver(3), and then to a son, Henry Weaver(4). It was bought at a sale of Henry Weaver's property, by Col. George M. Yoder(4) for 10¢, sometime in the 1880's.  The picture on page 15 shows Helen Yoder Hahn(6) and the author, Fred R. Yoder(6), reading the names and dates of births in the Bible.

Conrad Yoder(1) belonged to no church in North Carolina.  Col. George M. Yoder(4) often said that Conrad Yoder(1) brought a Mennonite hymn book with him from Pennsylvania when he came to North Carolina.  It has long been lost and probably destroyed.  The closest church to Conrad Yoder's(1) homestead during his lifetime was the "Dutch Meeting House," later known as "South Fork Church," (Old Saint Paul), a Lutheran and Reformed Union Church.  It was about six miles distant from Conrad Yoder's(1) home.  Henry Weidner, attended services at this church.  Church Meetings may have been held on the grounds where this church was located while Conrad Yoder(1) lived with Henry Weidner.  Conrad Yoder(1) may have become acquainted with his first wife, Christina Klein (Cline) here on these grounds.  Sebastian Klein, her father lived only two miles away, and he and his family attended church services here.  A Log church building was erected here, probably as early as 1759.

Conrad Yoder(1) was a Patriot during the Revolutionary War, supporting the American cause for independence.  Some of his neighbors remained loyal to Britain, became Tories, and a few of them fought on the side of Britain.  But Conrad Yoder(1) stood with two of his close neighbors, Henry Weidner and George Wilfong, as a warm supporter of the struggle for American liberty and independence.  He himself was too 

old to engage in active military service, but he furnished supplies to the militia of North Carolina, valued at 2230 pounds and fifteen shillings-- the equivalent of $10,704 U. S. money, in what was probably depreciated wartime currency.

Conrad Yoder(1) died in April or May 1790,  He was buried by the side of his first two wives and his infant daughter, Elizabeth, on the high knoll on his farm, about a quarter of a mile to the south of his home.  At the time of his burial the knoll was still covered with timber.  This knoll became the Old Yoder Cemetery and 25 or 30 persons were buried here between 1772 and 1835.  None of the graves were ever marked by lettered tombstones.  Flat rocks picked up in fields and forest were used as head and foot stones.  None of the graves have been identifiable by individuals for perhaps a hundred years.  Up until 1958, the old cemetery had been almost entirely neglected.  It was in the midst of a cattle and sheep pasture, and grown up in trees and shrubs, unfenced.  Cattle and sheep trampled over the graves seeking shade and rest and dislodged many of the stones.

In 1955 the descendants of Conrad Yoder(1) began a movement to collect funds to erect a monument in the old Cemetery to the memory of him, his two wives, and others buried there, and to fence the cemetery.  Mr. Luther Bowman, who now owns the land on which the cemetery is located, graciously gave his full cooperation to the project.  In August, 1958, the cemetery was cleaned off, the small trees and shrubs removed, and the still standing gravestones put back in place.  The monument with appropriate ceremonies was dedicated in late August of that Year with many Yoders and others in attendance.  The cemetery and monument are now reached by a footpath, off Highway 1008, that begins at the bridge on Jacob's Fork River and winds up through fenced woods to the cemetery about a quarter of a mile distant.

During the 28 years that Conrad Yoder(1) lived after purchasing his first tract of land on Jacob's Fork River, he became an extensive land owner.  He bought from the state of North Carolina three additional tracts of land adjoining his original home tract on Jacob's Fork River, bringing the total size of his home tract to over 500 acres.  He also bought from the state, five miles to the west, on Mountain Creek at the foot of Baker's Mountain, three adjoining tracts of land amounting to 515 acres.  He bought two of these tracts, one adjoining his home tract and the other adjoining his land on Mountain Creek, in the year 1789, the year before his death.  When his land was surveyed out in 1794 for division among his widow and six sons, it amounted to 1022 acres according to the surveyors.


Conrad Yoder(1) had died without a will.  In July, 1790. a few months after his death, his personal property was sold at public auction according to the North Carolina law for the settlement of intestate estates.

 One of the most precious documents found in our search for facts about Conrad Yoder(1) was found by Mrs. Wilma P. Yoder, wife of the author, in the office of the Clerk of the Court of Lincoln County.  It is entitled "an account of the sales of the estate of Conrad Yoder, Dec.," dated July 6, 1790.  It is written in English script, in beautiful handwriting.  It lists 350 items sold and the price of each in British currency.  The heading of the list reads:


"True Inventory of Goods and Chatles of the Estate of Deceased

Conrad Yoders Which Was Sold By Publick Vandue on Monday The Tenth Day of May In the year of our Lord one Thousand and Seven Hundred and Ninety Returned to the Worshipful Curt of Lincoln County by us.

John Yoder                                                        Administrator

and Catarina Yoder                                            Administratrix"

An enumeration of the many personal property items sold reveals the character and extent of the pioneer farming operations, handicraft industries, and household activities that had been carried on for many years on Conrad Yoder's(1) homestead.  Many of the fabricated personal property items undoubtedly had been made by the hands of Conrad Yoder(1), his wives, and his children.

Livestock sold, included 10 horses and 3 colts; 14 cows and 7 calves; 4 steers and 1 bull; 26 sheep; "a shoat in the woods"; "parcels" of hogs, geese, and ducks; and 8 bee hives.  Vehicles, farming and handicraft tools, and various other things sold, included 1 still; 1 wagon and wagon sheet; 2 saddles; 1 woman's saddle; 1 saddle bag; 5 pairs of gears; 1 single-tree and devis (clevis); 8 scythes; 8 sickles; 2 grain cradles; 3 plows; 1 harrow; 4 axes; 2 "grubbling" hoes: 2 pitchforks; 2 shovels; 1 hand saw; 1 sheep shears; 4 chusels (chisels);2 augurs; 3 hand bucks; 1 hammer; 4 bells; 2 whetstones; 1 grindstone; 1 handscrew; 2 sets of plow irons; 1 frow; 1 pair of steelyards; 1 branding iron, 2 corn hoes; 1 barrel; 1 log chain; 1 gun; bars of iron, steel, and lead; 4 barrels of salt; 3 sides of leather; 2 hides; 4 bottles; 1 bottle of brandy; and boards.


Household and kitchen goods sold, included 6 beds; 5 chairs; 2 trunks; 1 chest; 2 spinning wheels; 1 reel; 2 Dutch ovens; 1 house stove; 8 "puter" spoons; 6 "puter" plates; 3 "puter" vases; 1 fire tongs and shovel; 1 pot hook and steel; 2 crane pots; 1 set of knives and forks; 2 pairs of wool cards; 3 bags of wool; 1 bag of flax; 1 pepper mill and heggle; 7 table cloths; 4 blankets; 6 sheets; 1 parcel of "puter" cups; 1 looking glass: 2 lamps; 98 baskets; "some jugs" "some pots"; 1 skillet; 1 hour glass; 1 skimmer and ladle; a bible 8 books; 1 ink horn.

At the end of the long list is a summary that reads:

"The Wholestate amounts To The

Sum Hirunto Annexed

Six Hundred and Ten Pounds Nineteen Shillings 8 pence

By Notes and Bonds one  Hundred and Thirty Eight pounds 

& Nine Shillings

To Book Depts Tenpounds and four pence

To each-Seven Shillings

To Claimes-Seventeen pounds"

In U.S. dollars this was the equivalent of $3419.

A few years later, in 1794.  Conrad Yoder's(1) land was divided among his surviving widow and six sons as follows:

     Home Jacob's River tract--


To Catherine Yoder(1), Widow



166 acres


To John Yoder(2)






130 acres


To Jacob Yoder(2)





130 acres


To David Yoder(2)





130 acres

     Mountain Creek tract--


To Elias Yoder(2)






150 acres


To Daniel Yoder (2)





150 acres


To Adam Yoder(2)




   
166 acres








     Total           1,022 acres


Why Catherine Yoder(2), daughter, was not given a share, is not stated in the records, but her part was probably contained in the 166 acres allotted to her mother.  Adam Yoder(2), youngest son of Conrad Yoder(1), and only 9 years old at the time of the division of the estate, was later apprenticed to his brother-in-law, John Baker, husband of Catherine Yoder Baker(2).

Catherine Huffman Yoder, Conrad Yoder's(1) surviving widow, lived on the old homestead on her 166 acre dower with her children till they became of age and married.  Her daughter, Catherine Yoder(2), had married John Baker in 1798.  About 1804 Catherine Huffman Yoder suffered a partial paralytic stroke.  She then sold her dower rights in the old homestead to John Yoder(2) "for $20 a year as long as she lived," and went to live with her daughter Catherine Baker.  She recovered largely from her paralytic stroke and lived till about 1810.  She is buried in the old Baker Cemetery, which is about a quarter of a mile off Highway 10, on the Old John Helton Place, 4 miles west from the Conrad Yoder(1) homestead.  The grave is not marked with a tombstone and is not now identifiable.

All Conrad Yoder's(1) living children (Elizabeth had died in infancy)married in the next twenty years after his death.  We have no exact records of the dates of their marriages.  John married Mary Reep; Jacob, Catherine Dellinger; David, Barbara Reep; Elias, Utilla Hahn; Daniel, Elizabeth Cline; Catherine, John Baker; and Adam, Sally Davis.  All the sons as they came of age and married, settled on the farm lands they inherited and built homes.  Catherine's husband, John Baker, became a substantial land owner.


About 1815 Jacob, Elias, and Daniel sold their farms and moved to the new state of Indiana.  Adam, a little later, sold his farm and moved to the state of  Tennessee.  No attempt is made in this History to trace them, their families and their descendants, nor Catherine Yoder Baker and her descendants.


John Yoder(2) and David Yoder(2) settled on farms in the Lincoln and Catawba County area and became the progenitors of the Yoders sketched in the following chapters.

PART TWO:  JOHN YODER(2) AND DESCENDANTS

CHAPTER III

JOHN YODER(2), 1764-1835

John Yoder(2), the oldest son of Conrad Yoder(1), was born on his father's farm, close by Jacob's Fork River, October 26, 1764, and died December 29, 1835 from paralytic stroke.  He married Mary Barbara Reep who died August 28, 1842.  Both were members of Grace Reformed Church and are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  In 1963 their living descendants replaced their crumbling marble tombstones with new granite tombstones.  Their children were Christina, John, Jacob, Michael, Henry, Peter, Mollie, and Barbara.  John Yoder(2) worked on his father's farm as a pioneer's son, helping clear the land and putting it into cultivation.  He lived in his father's home till he was 26 years old, and married shortly after his father's death.


We know a great deal about John Yoder(2). He was the grandfather of Col. George M. Yoder(4), who knew him well as a child, and spent many hours, days and nights in his home.  Little George was ten years old when his grandfather died, and 17 years old when his grandmother died.  Col. Yoder often talked to the author about his grandfather, John Yoder(2), and related anecdotes about him.


John Yoder(2) was 16 years old when the battle of King's Mountain of the American Revolution was fought in October, 1780.  He volunteered his services for this battle and was, according to tradition, among those who gathered at the home of Henry Weidner to make ready to join forces from the area already in the field.  But, being only 16 years old, he was told by his elders that he was too young to go to war.  The folk tradition about his being rejected for battle, that has come down through the years, is that he was told by his older neighbor volunteers "to go back home and eat a few more pots of mush before he went to war."


Mary Barbara Reep, whom John Yoder(2) married in 1790, lived on the South Fork River, near where the town of Lincolnton is now located, about 14 miles distant from John Yoder's(2) home.  Just how he came to know her, we do not know.  As a child, she heard the first shots fired in the battle of Ramsour's Mill, only about a mile from her home.  This battle was fought between Loyalists or Tories on one side,  and Whigs or Patriots, on the other.  Neighbors from the same community and county fought against each other.  No British soldiers were involved.


In the division of land of Conrad Yoder(1), John Yoder(2) received 130 acres lying on both sides of Jacob's Fork River.  He built his log cabin house on the west side of the river, about a half mile from the old Conrad Yoder(1) home, close-by a good spring and a branch running into the river a few hundred yards away.  As his family grew, he added three more rooms to the first cabin.. He also built a barn, crib, blacksmith shop and in 1810, a little log school house in his own yard for the education of his own children and his neighbors' children.  A few yards away on the branch he had a still by which he made his surplus corn into whiskey, which could be much more economically marketed than corn.


Col. Yoder described the barn of his grandfather, in which he played and romped as a small boy, as having a driveway between stalls and stables, with an overhead loft, a good floor where sheaves of wheat and oats were laid out in circles, and horses driven or led around over the sheaves to tramp out the grain.  In fields where wheat and oats were raised, a fallow plan of letting the land lie idle every other year was followed.  To the west of John Yoder's(2) farm was a vast woodland open range where livestock roamed widely.


The major crop of John Yoder(2) was corn.  On his rich bottom lands, Col. George M. Yoder's(4) father, Michael Yoder(3), told his son, "We always got about 100 loads of corn.  We began planting corn early in the spring and cultivated the corn till roasting ears began to come.  Sometimes we would not get all the corn planted and worked out."  The author as a boy, 1900 to 1910, planted, cultivated, and gathered corn on a piece of this rich bottom land.


John Yoder(2) seems to have received some formal education as a boy.  He may have been instructed in the elements of reading, writing, and arithmetic by his own father, who apparently was a literate man.  Also he may have attended an early private school located where Zion Lutheran Church now stands, taught by a teacher named Jacob Weaver.  Col. George M. Yoder(4) related how his grandfather spent many hours educating himself after he was married.  On a large hearthstone, before his big eight foot wide fireplace, by the light of pine knots, he worked out problems in arithmetic.  He bought himself a surveyor's outfit and learned how to survey and plot land.  Early records in the Lincoln County courthouse show his extensive surveying and land plotting in Lincoln County.  He was appointed by the state legislature as one of the surveyors to run the boundary line between Lincoln and Burke Counties.  He wrote in beautiful English script.  He was executive administrator for many estates.  Although in ordinary conversation and speech with members of his family and neighbors, he spoke "Pennsylvania Dutch," he had a good command of English for speaking, reading, and writing.  At the sale of his property after his death, at least a dozen books printed in both German and English were sold, including German and English Testaments and hymn books, a dictionary, a medical book, a doctor's book, and a "lot of books."  Among the books sold at the sale was a German bible, which was bought by Jacob Weaver, husband of Christina Yoder Weaver(3), daughter of John Yoder(2). This was undoubtedly the old Conrad Yoder(1) Bible.  It brought $6.01.


It has already been stated that he had built in his on yard a small log school house and hired a teacher to instruct his own and his neighbors' children.  Later he gave a site of about an acre "in consideration for five cents" for a school, which was constructed in 1833.  The deed for the site is to John Yoder, Jr.,(3) and David B. Whitener, and reads in part as follows:


"…use of the School House in that neighborhood and inhabitants


of the neighborhood.  The duty of the trustees to take charge of the


School House and if any thing is to be done they shall give


notice 


to the inhabitants of that neighborhood if any one of the 

trustees 


should die or remove out of that neighborhood, the 

inhabitants to 


hold an election to elect another trustee, the

School House to be 


known as the Union School House to hold forever…"

John Yoder(2) was a member of the German Reformed Church at Grace.  A Union Lutheran and Reformed log church was constructed here about the year 1797.  Religious meetings had probably been held on this site before the church was built.  John Yoder(2) was one of the elders of the Reformed Church at Grace for many years.  After the congregation had lost its first pastor, John Yoder(2) in 1825, was authorized to write to the Pennsylvania Synod for another pastor.  He secured Rev. John Fritchey. About 1832 Rev. Fritchey wanted to take Negroes (slaves then) into the church, allowing them to sit in the gallery.  John Yoder(2) strenuously opposed this move.  He owned no slaves and wanted to have nothing to do with them.  After he and others on his side had been outvoted he stood up and in "Pennsylvania Dutch" declared:


"'Ian h auben de kerchem helfen bauchem, an d ich stageninde


theren cin staungel briggel und slaug dare ars en Nager um das


do ui gaen wall."


Translated:  "I helped to build this church and 
will take my stand


in the door and the first Negro that 
attempts to go in I will knock


him over with a snake pole."


During his lifetime Negroes were not brought into the church.  But three years after  his death, in 1838, the matter was brought up again and a majority in the congregation a second time voted to take Negroes into the church, allowing them to come in and sit in the gallery.  Soon after, practically all the Yoders in the Reformed Congregation left it and joined the Lutheran Congregation worshipping in the same Union Church. Most of their descendants have been Lutherans since that time.

John Yoder(2) did not believe in shouting at church meetings.  On one occasion when a sort of revival meeting had been held at the home of his church neighbor, George Shuford, and considerable shouting had taken place among the members of the Reformed Church, John Yoder(2) went around among his neighbors to learn whether it was true.  Learning that it was true, he went to Rev. Graever, the Lutheran preacher living a few miles away, and urged him not to associate with the Reformed preacher who had conducted the meeting at which the shouting took place. Rev. Fritchey, the Reformed preacher prepared to leave the church.  But before leaving he went to see the John Yoder(2) family.  He sat down beside John Yoder's(2) wife and said: "Well, Mother, I'm going to leave here.  What do you think about it?"  She replied: "Well, those that don't want to stay here must go.  There will then be more corn for the hogs." 

Although a determined outspoken man in his convictions and in what he believed, John Yoder(2) was really a peace loving man.  He never quarreled with his neighbors.  Once when two of his neighbors, John Dellinger and Henry Sigmon, had a disagreement and bitter quarrel and planned to fight a duel, Dellinger selected John Yoder(2) as his second.  But before the duel came off John Yoder(2) went to see both of them privately and persuaded them to patch up their differences, make friends again, and not fight the duel.

For many years John Yoder(2) was a militia captain.  The local militia was an important organization in those early frontier days.  All able-bodied men between 16 and 60 were required to belong to the militia and meet for drill for a certain number of days each year.  The officers of the militia were elected by popular vote and were important local leaders.

Over the years, John Yoder(2), like his father, became a large land owner.  He inherited land from his father, as we have seen.  He bought the shares of his stepmother and his several brothers.  He also received several grants of land from the state.  At the time of his death he owned over 1200 acres of land.

In politics John Yoder(2) was a staunch Jeffersonian-Jacksonian Democrat. Among items sold at the sale of his personal property after his death was a life of General Andrew Jackson.  When state political leaders and speakers came to Lincolnton for their political meetings and rallies, they usually inquired about John Yoder(2), and how his kinsmen and neighbors were planning to vote.

Like his father, John Yoder(2) died without having made a will.  His estate was settled according to law and the proceeds and land distributed among his widow and children.

The sale of his personal property took place February 9-12, 1836.  More than 1,000 persons attended the sale, some of them coming from a distance of 20 miles and more.  Three hundred fifty items of personal property were sold, and total sales amounted to $718.  Col George M. Yoder(4), as a ten year old boy, was present during the three days of the sale.  According to him the sale was a gala event.  During the auction and bidding, three bottles of whiskey were kept going through the crowd.  As each bidder made a bid, a bottle was passed to him for a drink.  "Nobody got drunk," Col. Yoder related, "but a few of the older fellows got a little tight."

John Yoder's(2) 1202 acres of land were divided among his heirs as follows:

To Mary B. Yoder(2), Widow




158 acres

To Michael Yoder(3)





186 acres

To Peter Yoder(3)





190 acres

To John Yoder, Jr.(3)





161 acres

To Jacob Yoder(3)





167 acres

To Jonas Reep(4), a grandson




150 acres


John Yoder's(2) children married as follows:  John Yoder(3), Sarah Whitener, May 15, 1819; Christina Yoder(3), Jacob Weaver, December 21, 1823; Jacob Yoder(3), Catharine Hahn, June 6, 1824; Michael Yoder(3), Polly Dietz, November 10, 1824; Peter Yoder(3), Rachel Hahn, May 18, 1832; Mollie Yoder(3), Caleb Dietz; and Barbara Yoder(3), David Reep.

All of John Yoder's(2) children, except Peter Yoder(3), lived and died in Lincoln and what is now Catawba Counties.  Most of the Yoders living north of Grace Church and in the vicinity of the old Conrad Yoder(1) homestead were and are descendants of John Yoder(2).

Around 1850 Peter Yoder(3), son of John Yoder(2), sold his land and moved by covered wagon to the state of Missouri, and settled near what is now the town of Farmington.  After his first wife died, he married a Miss Covington and raised a large family of children.  In 1917 the author visited one of his daughters who was ten years old when her father moved to Missouri with his family.  She reminisced interestingly about the long trip by covered wagon to that new frontier state, and especially how she feared the wagon in which she was riding would turn over while they were crossing the mountains.  The pioneer board house that Peter Yoder(3) had built was still standing in 1917, but had recently been abandoned. Close-by was an old neighborhood cemetery in which Peter Yoder(3) and his two wives were buried.  Their graves were unmarked and the cemetery had grown up in weeds, bushes and small trees.

CHAPTER IV

JOHN YODER(3), 1795-1870


John Yoder(3), the oldest son of John Yoder (2), was born March 19, 1795, and died March 19, 1870.  He married Sarah (Sallie) Whitener, May 15, 1819.  She died in April 1869.  John Yoder(3) first was a member of the Reformed Church at Grace, and later became a Methodist.  He and his wife are buried at Grace Church Cemetery.  Their children were Abel, Lavina, Daniel, Anna, Levi, William, Mary, and Andrew.


John Yoder(3) was a farmer.  He inherited from his father's estate 161 acres of land lying on both sides of Jacob's Fork River.  He built a log house on the west side of the river, near the branch that comes down from the Rhoney School.  The house was used as a dwelling by his descendants until around 1900.  He bought two other tracts of land about three miles west of his home place, in the Hog Hill section.  In the last few years of his life, John Yoder(3) lived with his son Levi in Newton.

Children


1. Abel Yoder(4) was born in 1818, and was killed in the Civil War at the battle of Bristow Springs, Virginia.  He had married Lizzie Jarrett.  Their children were Anna, Marcus, Robert Knox, George, Rhoda, Lizzie, and William.  Abel Yoder(4) was a farmer and cabinet maker.


2.  Lavina Yoder(4) was born in 1820.  She married Jesse Killian.  Their children were Martha, Aldine, Sallie, Caroline, John, Simon, Telitha, William, Belle, and Brownlow.


3. Daniel M. Yoder(4).  See Chapter V.


4. Anna Yoder(4) married John Reep.  Their children were Laban, Willie, and Francis.


5.  Levi Yoder(4) married Harriet Gross.  Their children were Tollie, Sallie, Ase, and Edward.  Levi Yoder(4) was a carpenter, merchant, and tailor.  He was a Civil War veteran.


6. William Yoder(4) never married.  He was a carpenter.  He moved to South Carolina as a young man and died in that state.


7.  Mary (Mollie) Yoder(4) first married Amzi Hahn, who was killed in the Civil War.   They had one daughter, Mary, who married an Abee.  Mary (Mollie) Hahn(4) married Luther Flannagan as her second husband.  They had two sons.


8. Andrew B. Yoder(4).  See Chapter VII.

CHAPTER V

DANIEL M. YODER(4), 1822-1908


Daniel M. Yoder(4), was born April 19, 1822, and died May 21, 1908.  He married Sarah Whisnant, who was born January 7, 1833 and died November 9, 1908.  Both were members of Zion Lutheran Church and are buried in Zion Church Cemetery.  Their children were Jason, Hosea, James, Ida, Martha, Alfred, Robert, and Hilliard.


Daniel M. Yoder(4) was a farmer.  He inherited land from his father lying on both sides of Jacob's Fork River.  His wife also inherited land on Henry's Fork River.


"Uncle Dan," as he was usually called by kinsmen and neighbors in his old age, was a quiet, modest man of a few words.  In groups he would sit and listen, rarely saying a word.  The author remembers him as wearing long white hair, with curls that came down to his shoulders. He was ahardy and active man in his old age.  He liked hunting.  When hunters came close to his home, he often got down his long-barrel rifle and joined the hunt.  The author remembers "Uncle Dan" joining in the hunts when he was over 80 years of age.

Children and Grandchildren


1. Jason E. Yoder(5) was born October 10, 1855, and died July 21, 1916.  He married Jane Yoder(5) who was born September 13, 1856, and died June 30, 1900.  Both were members of Zion Lutheran Church and are buried in Zion Church Cemetery.  Their children were Lilly-belle, Carl, Carrie, Marshall, Macon, Ora, and Clyde.  Jason E. Yoder(5) was a farmer and wagoner.  During the last ten years of his life he lived in Brookford and worked at various odd jobs.


Lilly-belle Yoder(6) married Longdon Huffman.  They had one child.


Carrie Yoder(6) was born in 1884 and died in 1956.  She first married Robert Lee Martin, who died in 1930.  She then married A. D. Herren.  She had six children by her first husband.


Carl M. Yoder(6) was born September 4, 1884, and died March 7, 1946.  He is buried in Zion Church Cemetery.  He married Elsie M. Teague, who was born May 20, 1886.  Their children were Roscoe, James, "W.G.," Ovelia, and Barbaree.


Marshall Yoder(6) married Ella Sigmon.


Ora Yoder(6) married ________  Williams.


Clyde Yoder(6) married Helen _________.


2. Hosea Yoder(5) married Theodosia Whitener.  Their children were Mark, Lula, Kenneth, Fredie, Ivey, Essie, Colen, Vernon, and Nettie.  Hosea Yoder(5) was a farmer.


3. James P. Yoder(5) was born March 6, 1860 and died December 26, 1949.  He married Etta Weaver, who was born May 15, 1872, and died August 29, 1959.  Both were members of Zion Lutheran Church and are buried in Zion Church Cemetery.  Their children were Paul, Jacob, Benjamin, and David.  James P. Yoder(5) was a farmer.  He inherited the old home place and took care of his parents in their old age.  He liked hunting dogs, which he carefully trained.  His dogs were usually the best hunting dogs in the community.


4. Ida Yoder(5) married Jones Sigmon.  Their children were  Able, Robert, and Rosie.


5. Martha Yoder(5) married Noah Whitener.  They had no children


6. Alfred P. Yoder(5).  See Chapter VI.


7. Robert Yoder(5) married Ida Abernathy.  They had one child, Lemuel.


Lemuel Yoder(6) was born April 7, 1895 and died January 29, 1942.  He married Cordie Bowman.  Their children were Hubert Miles Yoder(7), born October 25, 1916, and married Christine Isenhour; Doris Yoder(7); Pansy Yoder(7); Don Yoder(7); Glenn Yoder(7); Teddy Yoder(7); and Jackie Yoder(7).


8.  Hilliard Yoder(5) married Minnie Weaver.  Their children were Frank, Lawrence, Clarence, Dewey, Eli, Eferd, Carroll, Harvey, John, Olin, Katie, and Pearl.

CHAPTER VI

ALFRED P. YODER(5), 1866-1947


Alfred P. Yoder(5) was born January 12, 1866, and died May 1, 1947.  He married Cora Yoder(5), a second cousin, who was born June 14, 1871, and died June 6, 1965.  Both were lifetime members of Zion Lutheran Church and are buried in Zion Church Cemetery.  Their children were Claude, Hettie, Bertie, Roy, Belle, Harry Bessie, Daniel, Marvin, and Ovelia.


Alfred P. Yoder(5) was a part time farmer, wagoner, produce dealer and a cattle buyer and butcher.  For a number of years he bought home-raised products from country stores and shipped them to distant markets.  Later, in partnership with Peter R. Yoder(5), he bought beef cattle from farmers in several townships, butchered weekly, and sold beef on standing order to customers in the town of Brookford.  In the last years of his life, he spent most of his time farming.


He was an ardent Democrat, loved to engage in political discussions, and attended all political meetings of his party in the township and county.  He had a wry sense of humor and was a very likeable man.  Although he had strong political convictions, he never lost his temper in political arguments.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren


1. Claude Henry Yoder(6) was born July 26, 1892, and died September 1, 1939.  He is buried in Pennsylvania. He married Lelia Baker, July 28, 1928.  Their children were Kendall George, Norman Alfred, Clara May,  and William Eugene.


Kendall George Yoder(7) was born November 24, 1928.  He married Lydia Eggenweiler.  They had one child, Claude Henry, born September 20, 1960.


Norman Alfred Yoder(7) was born February 14, 1932.  He married Wilma Jeffers, January 30, 1954.  Their children were Norman Alfred, Jr., born August 23, 1954; Dixie Lee, born October 14, 1955; Peggy Ann, born January 2, 1957; Judy Elizabeth, born May 4, 1963; and Lou Elles, born July 1, 1964.\


Clara May Yoder(7) was born January 29, 1935.  She married John Decker.  Their children were Richard John, born August 25, 1954; and James, born May 3, 1956.


William Eugene Yoder(7) was born March 13 1938.  He married Daryl Faye, September 30, 1957.  Their children were William Eugene, Jr., born January 23, 1958; Karen Diane, born February 6, 1959; Jeffry Claude, born February 2, 1960; Michael Brian, born October 30, 1961; Cheryl Ann, born May 8, 1963;  James Kenneth, born December 26, 1965; and Dawn Marie, born June 6, 1968.


2.  Hettie Alice Yoder(6) was born April 28, 1893, and married William E. Mowery, December 24 1914.  Their children were Nina Louise, born December 9 1915; William Alfred, born March 8, 1917 (died June 11, 1918); Ralph Lewis, born January 17, 1920; Lawrence Clifton, born January 16, 1926;  Charles Elmer, born August 4, 1930;  and Daniel Luther, born December 21, 1932.


Nina Louise Mowery(7) married C. L. Penley: Ralph Lewis Mowery(7) married Fern Brown; Lawrence Cliffton Mowery(7) married Johanna Gastka; Charles Elmer Mowery(7) married Ruby Rabon; Daniel Luther Mowery(7) married Doris McBride.


3. Bertie Yoder(6) was born July 2, 1895.  She married Sidney Reep, December 31, 1916,who died December 30 1947.  Their children were Curtis Rebecca, George, "J.R.," Blake, Glenn, Hassill, Earl, Joe, and Harry.


Curtis Rebecca Reep(7) was born April 18, 1918.  She married William A. Goodman, November 10, 1935.  Their children were Billie Ray and Jason Donald.


Billie Ray Goodman(8) was born April 18, 1941.  He married Sharon Corinda Trexler, October 30, 1965.


Jason Donald Goodman(8) was born August 15,1942.  He married Mary Joyce Burr, December 2 1962.  They had one child, Dwayne, born March 6, 1966.


George Sidney Reep(7) was born December 12, 1919.  He married Mabel Peeler, July 22, 1945.  They had one child, Dianne, born April 30, 1947.


"J.R." Reep(7) was born January 17, 1922.  He was killed in military action February 27, 1945, at Manila, Philipines, in World War II.


Blake Alfred Reep(7) was born January 24, 1925.  He married Mary Nantz, December 20, 1947.  Their children were Blake Alfred Reep, Jr.,(8), born August 12, 1948; Terry Lee, born April 16, 1955 (died December 19, 1956): and Sherry Lynn, born April 16, 1955.


Glenn Lee Reep(7) was born January 3, 1927.  He married Janet Parks, April 6 1952.  Their Children were Michael Lee, born December4, 1955, and Tammy Christine, born December 4, 1959.


Hassill William Reep(7) was born July 31, 1929.  He married Dorothy Marlowe, October 18, 1958.  Their children were Joy Dawn, born June 28, 1961, and Dean Alan, born July 13, 1963.


Earl Monroe Reep(7) was born July 16, 1931.  He married Betty Hoyle, September 30 1951.  Their children were Gary Wayne, born September 14, 1952; Billy Earl, born January 23, 1954; and Glenda Sue, born October 18, 1955.


Harry Eugene Reep(7) was born May 4, 1936, and married Matoka Hurat.  Their children were Cynthia Lee, born July 7, 1962; and Donna Marie, born November 18 1963.


4. Roy Yoder(6) was born February 12, 1898.  He married Effie Huffman.  Their children were Harold, Jay, Cathlene, and Rachel.


5. Belle Yoder(6) was born May 1, 1900.  She married P. E. Bollinger.  Their children were Charles, Robert, Howard, Mildred, Luella, Evelyn, and Muriel.


6. Harry Lee Yoder(6) was born October 10, 1902. He married Edna Hoover, November 12, 1938.  Their children were Frank Lee, born October 5, 1939; Willie Alfred, born September 8, 1944; Reid Nelson, born May 16 1946: and Vivian Carol, born February 17, 1948.  Harry Lee Yoder(6) was a service station operator.

Frank Lee Yoder(7) married Mattie Ann Smith; Willie Alfred Yoder(7) married Donna Kay Hillstead; and Vivian Carol Yoder(7) married William Edward Cline.

7. Bessie Yoder(6) was born March 13, 1905.  She first married McKinley Smyre, who died April 20 , 1935.  Their children were Willis, born March 11, 1927, and died January 13, 1962; and Willard, born March 11, 1927.  Bessie Yoder Smyre(6) married as her second husband Tom Silvey, who died September 15, 1951.

8. Daniel Noah Yoder(6) was born March 15, 1906, and married Margaret Setzer.  Their children were Phillip, born February 4, 1938; and Judy, born February 9, 1949.  Daniel N. Yoder(6) was a fuel oil dealer and distributor.

9. Marvin Edgar Yoder(6) was born September 6, 1909.  He married Pauline Pope.  Their children were Jerry, born August 8, 1936; Martha, born March 23, 1943; Jimmy, born January 7, 1945; Norris, born November 6, 1952.  Marvin E. Yoder(6) was a deputy sheriff for a number of years.

Jerry Yoder(7) married Marianna Goble; Jimmy Yoder(7) married Jane Shugart.

10. Ovelia Yoder(6) was born October 26, 1912, and married A. B. Phelps.  They had one child, Alex, who married Sue Smothers.

CHAPTER VII

ANDREW  R. YODER(4), 1836-1895

Andrew R. Yoder(4) was born February 7, 1836, and died August 9, 1895.  He first married Catharine Hahn, born October 8, 1835, and died May 13 1885.  Their children were Julia, Luther, John, Junius, Loy, and Minta.  Andrew R. Yoder(4) married as his second wife Carolina Whitener, born December 17, 1843, and died January, 1917.  They had no children.  Andrew R. Yoder(4) and his first wife were members of Grace Lutheran Church and are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  His second wife, is Carolina Whitener Yoder, was a member of Zion Lutheran Church and is buried in Zion Church Cemetery.

Andrew R. Yoder(4) was a farmer.  He inherited land from his father, which lay on the west side of Jacob's Fork River.  He was a Civil War veteran, serving in the 23rd North Carolina Regiment.

Children, Grandchildren

1.  Julia Yoder(5) married Reuben Propst.  They had one daughter, Anna

2. David Luther Yoder(5) was born July 21, 1861, and died July 16, 1926.  He married Mary Eizabeth Beard.  Their children were Hattie, who married Homer Copening; Coley, who married Mattie Daughtery; Lewis, who married Della Ballard; and Sally Edna, who married R. L. Huffman.  David Luther Yoder(5) was a store clerk and merchant in Newton most of his life.

3.  John Yoder(5).  See Chapter VIII.

4.  Junius Yoder(5).  See Chapter IX.

5.  Loy Yoder(5) married Lula Loganhour.  They had no children.  Loy Yoder(5) went to Newton as a young man and for some twenty years was a clerk in a dry goods store.  Later he owned and operated his own store in Claremont.  In later life, he bought and operated a farm in Chatam County.  He was a member of the Lutheran Church and is buried in the cemetery at Salisbury, North Carolina.

6.  Minta Yoder(5) married Francis Asbury Boyles.  She lived with her brothers, John and Loy, and her stepmother, Carolina Yoder in Newton, for a number of years after her father died.  She helped her brother, Loy, in his store at Claremont as a milliner.  She saved and invested her surplus earnings and helped send a girl to college. She was long a member of the Lutheran Church.  She is buried in Cherryville Cemetery, North Carolina.

CHAPTER VII

JOHN A. YODER (5), 1864- 1926


ohn A. Yoder(5) was born November 10, 1864, and died July 16, 1926. He was for a long time a member of the Lutheran Church.  He is buried in Newland Cemetery in Avery County.  He married Emily Asbury, November 8, 1899.  Their children were Zoe, Katherine, John Andrew, Philip Sydney, Samuel Levi, Lucile and Miriam Minetta.


As a boy, John A. Yoder(5) worked on his father's farm, and attend the country schools a few months each year.  He went to the town of Newton as a very young man, where he began a rising, successful, business career.  He began driving a dray wagon, became a store clerk, and then owner and operator of a hardware store.  In addition, he dealt in livestock and real estate.  In the early 1900's he sold out his business interests in Newton and bought a large livestock farm of 1050 acres in Mitchell County (later Avery County, after that new county seat, Newland.  He then moved to Linville where he lived the rest of his life.


`

Emily Asbury Yoder, wife of John A. Yoder(5) has been a much appreciated addition to the Yoder family.  She was born March 22, 1875, and at the age of 94 (1969) was still keenly alert and in good health.  She received elementary, high school, and college education, and was a teacher for a number of years.  She was postmaster at Linville for many years.  She was active in helping raise money for the Conrad Yoder(1) monument. Although she lives more than fifty miles distant from Grace Church, she is almost always present at the Yoder Reunion.

Children, Grandchildren

1. Zoe Yoder(6) was born November 12, 1900.  She married Roderick M. Love, August 7, 1919.  Their children were Roderick, Jr., born January, 1921; Dorothy, born May 13, 1922; Thomas, born June 26, 1926.  Zoe Yoder(6) attended college several years.

Roderick M. Love, Jr.,(7) married Euna Hoy.  Their children were Euna, born April 23, 1947; Zoe, born March 31, 1950;  Roderick III, born May 5, 1952; and Lucy, born January 7, 1955.

Dorothy Love(7) married John(7) married John J. Egan, March 25, 1945. Their children were John Joseph, Jr., born January 9, 1946: Mark, Born August 16, 1947; and Katherine Ann, born June 2, 1949.

Thomas Andrew Love(7) married Frances E. Hennessey, July 7, 1962.  Their children were Anthony Connelly, born May 13, 1963; and Margaret Ritchey, born June 24, 1965.

2. Katherine Yoder(6) was born February 14, 1902.  She married A.E. Scharrer, November 27, 1924. She attended college.

3.  John Andrew Yoder(6) was born February 27, 1904, and died July 13, 1968.  He never married.  He is buried in Newland Cemetery.

4.  Philip Sydney Yoder(6) was born October 7, 1905.  He married Nellie Gauge, September 6, 1928.

5.  Samuel Levi Yoder(6) was born may 22, 1907.  He married Jete Daniels, March 13, 1940.

6.  Lucile Yoder(6) was born February 14, 1909.  She married John H. Parrish, October 16, 1937.

7.  Miriam Minetta Yoder(6) was born June 7, 1913, and died March 16, 1934.

CHAPTER IX

JUNIUS YODER(5), 1867-1948

Junius Yoder(5) was born in 1867, and died October 4, 1948.  He married Candace Bollinger, who died December 3, 1949.  Both were members of Zion Lutheran Church and are buried in Zion Church Cemetery.  Their children were Floyd, Guy, Ray (died in infancy), and Grace.

Junius Yoder(5) was a farmer.  He was an ardent Lutheran, and a consecrated and devoted church worker.  He was an alert, active citizen, a good neighbor, loved by all.

During the years from 1890 to 1948, Junius Yoder(5) kept a diary that revealed happenings typical of the period and the era in which he lived.  In a series of articles, the Hickory Daily Record published excerpts from these diaries, after his death.  A matter of special interest to all Yoders and others who today drive over a hard surface road, between Zion Church and Hickory, in a few minutes, in all kinds of weather, is that in three different places in his diary, Juniou Yoder(5) records that he "walked to Hickory and back"--a distance of ten miles-- "because the roads were too muddy to drive my car."

The Hickory Daily Record, in an editorial, after it had published parts of his diary in a series of seven articles wrote of Junius Yoder(5):

"No one can read the recordings without getting an 


impression that Mr. Yoder was a wonderful neighbor.  He was 


always ready to lend a hand to those in need or when grief struck, 


and he was eager to rejoice with friends when fate dealt out good 


things in life.  Running through these reports are accounts of 


scores of burials at which Mr. Yoder rendered homate to the 


deceased and the bereaved families.  Births and marriages among 


his scores of friends were recorded.  He also recorded the 


misdeeds and accounts of those who fell from grace, but there is no 


evidence of vicarious satisfaction in the things he reported.  He 


was as objective as a good newspaperman.

"Mr. Yoder never failed 


to praise his Lord for the good things of life, or to give thanks.  He 


was a regular church goes, and took an active part in the political 


affairs of his county and state.

"We think Mr. Yoder set an example of citizenship which all 


might emulate and a life standard that all might well seek to attain.  


His diary, written in simple English, should be preserved as an 


inspiration for future generations so that they may know that the 


homely virtues are not to be scorned."

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren

1.  Floyd Yoder(6) was born March 4, 1892, and died June 16, 1964.  He first married Veona Bowman, who died July 17, 1952.  Their children were Rolene, Hildreth, Doris, and Jahaza.  Floyd Yoder(6) was a farmer.  He was a member of Zion Lutheran Church and is buried in the Zion Cemetery.

Rolene Yoder(7) married Harold Pitts.  Their children were Betty Sue, James Roy, Nancy Carolyn, Jerry  David, Patricia Ann, Donna Kay, and Charles Richard.

Betty Sue Pitts(8) married _______ Retzel; James Roy Pitts(8) married Helen Buff; Nancy Carolyn Pitts(8) married Paul Isenhour; Jerry David Pitts(8) married Tampa Cooper; Patricia Ann Pitts(8) married Roy Love; Donna Kay Pitts(8) married Freddie Hollar; and Charles Richard Pitts(8) married Donna Edwina Whitener.

Hildreth Yoder(7) was born December 25, 1918.  She first married Earl Cline.  Their children were Barbara, Patsy, Ben, and Lee. Hildreth Yoder Cline(7) married Everette Huffman as her second husband.

Doris Yoder(7) was born October 12, 1921.  She married Howard M. Propst. Their children were Wayne and Ann.

Jahaza Yoder(7) was born April 3, 1924.  She married James Campbell.  Their children were James and John.

Wilma Yoder(7) was born January 21, 1936.  She married Kenneth Sipe.  Their children were Michael and Roy.

Richard Yoder(7) was born April 24, 1938.  He married Carolyn Yount.  Their Children were Sondra and Donna Carolyn.

Gordon Yoder(7) was born April 1, 1940.  He married Mary Ann Rector.  Their children were Carolyn Ann, Francis, Annie, and Robert.

2.  Guy Yoder(6) was born June 1, 1894.  He married Hattie Miller, August 9, 1914. Their children were Ruby, Nina, and Orin.  Guy Yoder(6) was a plumber and farmer.  He was a member of Zion Lutheran Church.  He was very cooperative and helpful with the author in getting and furnishing information concerning the Junius Yoder(5) family.

Ruby Yoder(7) was born August 13, 1915.  She first married H. Dunkle.  Their children were Janice Carolyn and Rita Kay.  Ruby Yoder(7) married as her second husband A.L. Bolich.  They had no children.

Janice Carolyn Dunkle(8) was born January 17, 1938 and married Austin McCaslin.  They had one child, Timothy.

Rita Kay Dunkle(8) was born December 17, 1943 and married Vernon Laskey.  They had one child, Kevin.

Nina Yoder(7) was born October 28, 1917.  She married Albert Pitts, May 19, 1934.  Their children were Ned, Linda, Tonya, Felicia, Marcus, Michael, Candace, and Jeffry.

Ned Pitts(8) was born January 5, 1936.  He married Betty Greenhill, June 29, 1957.  They had one child, Elaine.

Linda Pitts(8) was born September 1, 1940.  She married Richard Travis, November 26, 1958.  They had one child, Tamarra.

Tonya Pitts(8) was born November 23, 1948.  She married Stratis Krozos, June 8, 1968.

3.   Grace Yoder(6) was born March 15, 1903.  She married Harry M. Arndt, May 29, 1928.  Their children were Dolores, born March 3, 1929, and Jack, born May 14, 1931.

Dolores Irene Arndt(7) married Hugh Iver Setzer, Jr. Their children were Carole Elaine Setzer(8), born December 22, 1953; Philip Hugh Setzer(8), born February 1, 1955; and Lynn Arndt Setzer(8) and Lee Altan Setzer(8), twins, born September 3, 1960.

Jack M. Arndt(7) married Jeanette Morrow.  They had no children.

CHAPTER X

JACOB YODER(3), 1797-1864

Jacob Yoder(3), second son of John Yoder(2), was born March 25, 1797, and died November 24, 1864.  He married Catharine Hahn,  June 6, 1824, born April 20, 1804, and died October 20, 1872. Jacob Yoder(3) was a member of the Reformed Church, and his wife was a member of Zion Lutheran Church.  Both are buried in Zion Church Cemetery.  Their Children were Reuben, Moses, Marcus, Amy, Eliza, and Amzi.

Jacob Yoder(3) inherited 167 acres of land from his father's estate on the east side of Jacob's Fork River.  His wife also inherited land from her parents--a tract three miles to the north, which was called the "Old Hahn Place" for several generations by Hahn's who successively inherited it.  Jacob Yoder(3) built a substantial Log House close-by the branch and good spring, about a quarter of a mile northeast from the site where Conrad Yoder's(1) house stood.  This log house was lived in by the descendants of Jacob Yoder(3) until 1965.  The place was known during the last 50 years as the frank Miller place.  The house was torn down and a nice brick house now stands where it stood for more that 150 years.  A grandson of Frank Miller showed the author how the logs of the old house had been pinned together by wooden pegs, showing how many pioneer log houses were built in the early 1800's.

Jacob Yoder(3) was a militia captain for many years, following in the footsteps of his father, John Yoder (2).  Although he was a member of the Reformed Church, an historic church document written in German script shows that he, in January and July, 1800, was one of the 32 contributors to the support of Reverend John Godfrey Arndt, pastor of Zion Lutheran Church.


Catharine Hahn Yoder, wife of Jacob Yoder(3) was a remarkable woman.  She was energetic and speedy in her household work, as well as in the fields.  Her reputation for doing all kinds of farm work, and especially binding wheat sheaves, was known far and wide, was the talk of the community, and was handed down among her descendants for several generations.  She survived her husband eight years.

Children

1. Reuben Yoder(4) first married Mary Reep, and after her death he married Emaline Reep, her sister.  See Chapter XI.

2.  Moses Yoder(4) married Sarah Ward.  See Chapter XIII.

3.  Marcus Yoder(4) married Martha Seitz.  See Chapter XIV.

4.  Amy Yoder(4) was born June 27, 1836.  She never married and died as an invalid in middle age.  She was a member of Zion Lutheran Church and is buried in Zion Church Cemetery.

5.  Eliza Yoder(4) married Col. George M. Yoder(4)(4). See Chapter XVII.

6.  Amzi Yoder(4) married Aldine Miller.  See  Chapter XV.

CHAPTER XI

REUBEN YODER(4), 1828-1898

Reuben Yoder(4), oldest son of Jacob Yoder(30, was born May 28, 1828, and died February 4, 1898.  He first married Mary Reep, who died January 15, 1862.  He then married as his second wife, Emaline Reep, a sister of his first wife.  She died June 11, 1924.  The children of these two marriages were Dovey Lenora, Isadora Elenora, Mary Alice, Frances Virginia, Charles Lee, Minta Louella, Lydia Anna, Cora Isabel, Oliver McMillan, Jacob Erastus, Lowell Preston, and Oscar Aldine.  Reuben Yoder(4) and both of his wives were members of Zion Lutheran Church and are buried in Zion Church Cemetery.

Reuben Yoder(4) was a farmer and surveyor.  He built his house on land he inherited from his father, a few hundred yards up the hill, to the south of his father's house, close-by the Old Yoder Cemetery.

Reuben Yoder(4) was a farmer and surveyor.  He built his house on land he inherited from his father, a few hundred yards up the hill, to the south of his father's house, close-by the Old Yoder Cemetery.

Following in the footsteps of his father and grandfather, Reuben Yoder(4) was a militia captain for a number of years.  He was a soldier in the Civil War, along with his three brothers, Moses, Marcus and Amzi, serving in Company K, 35th Regiment, North Carolina Troops.

Reuben Yoder(4) took an active part in local township and county politics.  He was a deputy sheriff for Jacob's Fork Township for sixteen years, and County Corner for six years.  He took a prominent part in the Populist Party in the 1890's.

Children, Grandchildren


1. Dovey Lenora Yoder(5) was born in 1858 and dried in infancy.

2. Isadora Elenora (Dora) Yoder(5) was born in 1859 and died in 1934.  She married Jones Abernathy.  Their children were Carroll, Joie, Walter, Roy, and Kate.

3.  Mary Alice Yoder (5) was born in 1862  She married John Weaver.  Both were members of Wesley Chapel Methodist Church and are buried in Wesley Chapel Cemetery. Their children were Russell, Charles, and Gordon.

4.  Frances Virginia Yoder(5) was born in 1864 and died in infancy.

5. Charles Elbert Lee Yoder(5) was born in 1866 and died around 1940.  He went to Texas as a young man and followed the occupation of lumberman.  He married Irene Bird, and their children were  Vida, Cecil, Lena Mae, and Bonnie Fay.

6.  Minta Louella (Ellen) Yoder(5) was born in 1868 and died in 1945.  She never married.  She is buried in Bethel Church Cemetery.

7.  Lydia Yoder(5) was born October 5, 1869, and died August 27, 1886, as a young girl.  She is buried in Zion Church Cemetery.

8.  Cora Isabel Yoder(5) was born June 14, 1871, and died in 1965.  She married Alfred Yoder(5).  See Chapter VI.

9.  Oliver M. Yoder(5) was born  February 13, 1873, and died January 31, 1968.  See Chapter XII.

10.  Jacob E. Yoder(5) was born in 1874, and died in 1947.  He married Lillie Miller.  They had no children.  Both were members of Zion Lutheran Church in early life.  Jacob E. Yoder(5) was a graduate of Lenoir College.  He was a very bright young man.  He would drop out of college for three or four months in the midst of the college year and keep up his studies, while he taught country schools.  He would return to college in the spring and finish his courses with his classmates.  He taught school for a number of years.  The author who attended school under shim for three terms remembers him as a very fine teacher.  After graduation from college, he served as Southern Railway Depot agent at Hildebran for a number of years.  He moved to Pampa, Texas, in 1917 and worked there till he died.  He and his wife are buried in the Pampa Cemetery.

11. Lowell Preston Yoder(5) was born in 1877 and died around 1955.  He went to Texas as a young man and became a farmer and cattleman.  He married Ruth Durham and they had one child, Nancy Ruth.  He died in Pampa, Texas, and is buried in the Pampa Cemetery.

12.  Oscar Yoder(5) was born in 1881 and died in 1937.  He married Effie Campbell.  They had no children.  Oscar Yoder(5) was a farmer.

CHAPTER XII

OLIVER MACK YODER(5), 1873-1948


Oliver Mack Yoder(5) was born February 13, 1873, and died January 31, 1948.  He married Laura M. Miller, who was born December 26, 1877 and died November 21, 1958.  Both were members of Zion Lutheran Church and are buried in Zion Church Cemetery.  There children were Nettie, Carrie, Ernest, Horace, Randall, Alma, Cletus and Charlotte.

Oliver Mack Yoder(5) was a farmer, public school teacher, railroad agent, and in later life a carpenter and contractor.  He attended Lenoir College for several years.  The author went to school to him for three terms.  He was a good teacher and a strict disciplinarian.  He especially liked to help students with difficult problems in arithmetic.

Children, Grandchildren

1.  Nettie Yoder(6) was born February 3, 1901.  She married William Hudson in 1931.  Their children were Jewell Lucille, born in 1934; and Kenneth, born in 1935.  Nettie Yoder Hudson(6) received the A.B. degree from Lenoir Rhyne College and the M. A. degree from Appalachian State University.  she was a teacher.

Kenneth William Hudson(7) married as his first wife, Evelyn Huffman in 1954; and as his second wife, Mary Crotts, in 1962.  No children were born to either marriage.

2.  Carrie Yoder(6) was born May 19, 1901.  She married Clarence Blake, September 16, 1941.  They had one child, Carrie Alice, born December 14, 1942, and died December 20, 1942.  Carrie Yoder Blake(6) received the A.B. degree from Lenoir Rhyne College and the M.A. degree from Pennsylvania State University.  She was a teacher.

3. Ernest Franklin Yoder(6) was born May 24, 1903.  He married Beatrice Teague, November 27, 1935.  Their children were Hal Franklin; Robert Reynolds; and Barbara Anita.

Ernest Franklin Yoder(6) attended Lenoir Rhyne College one year.  He was a carpenter and contractor.  He was very active in the Yoder Reunion Association and served as secretary a number of years.  He assisted the author in getting information on the Reuben Yoder(4) family and descendants.  He was a member of Hildebran Lutheran Church.

Hal Franklin Yoder(7) was born December 10, 1936.  He married Shirley Lail, June 25, 1960.  They had one daughter, Melissa, born February 8, 1963.

Robert Reynolds(7) was born June 4, 1938.  He married Doris Isenhour, March 17, 1957.  Their children were Dale Robert, born December 30, 1957; and Connie Denise, born October 30, 1963.

Barbara Anita Yoder(7) was born August 5, 1940.  She married George Brooks, January 2, 1959.  Their children were Donald James, born June 14, 1959; Ronald Ernest, born June 14, 1959; and George Allen, born February 15 1961. 

4.  Horace Vernon Yoder(6) was born July 21, 1904.  He married Irene Rhoney.  Their children were Brenda, Frances, and Winston.

5.  Randall Preston Yoder(6) was born in October, 1906.  He married Sallie Elizabeth Vanhorn, July 4, 1932.  Their children were Janet Sue, Helen Yvonne, and Elizabeth.


Randall Preston Yoder(6) was a house contractor and his wife a textile worker.

Janet Sue Yoder(7) was born October 15, 1933, and married Richard Travis, October 13, 1962.

Helen Yvonne Yoder(7) was born October 5, 1940, and married Rev. C. T. Stephens,  August 22, 1958.

Elizabeth Yoder(7) was born November 27, 1945 and married Jones Pitts, April 21, 1963.

6.  Alma Irene Yoder(6) was born February 23, 1908.  She married David R. Burns.  They had one child, Fay.

Fay Burns(7) was born in 1926.  She married Dr. Guy Eagles.  Their children were Robert and Lonnie.

7. Cletus Earl Yoder(6) was born November 8, 1909, and died May 28, 1964.  He married Lucy Whisnant, December 24, 1941.  Their children were Jennie Victoria, born January 23, 1948; Laura Jane, born October 4, 1951; Martha Deborah, born December 4 1952; Catherine Whitener, born June 28, 1954;  Charles Miller, born June 28 1954.  Cletus Earl Yoder(7) attended college one year.  He served in the U.S. Army 1928-1931, in Sweden and Hawaii.  He was a grocer.

8.  Ralph Enoch Yoder(6) was born January 6, 1913.  He married Ethel Elizabeth Barger, June 27, 1936.  Their children were Edward Enoch, born April 28, 1934; Harold McMillian, born March 21, 1944;  Albert Franklin, born June 30, 1947;  Sarah Elizabeth, born June 25, 1949;  Allen Lee, born February 6, 1951; Ellen Marie, born October 6, 1954.   Ralph Enoch Yoder(6) attended college two years.  He was a retail food merchant.

Edward Enoch Yoder(7) married Linda Faye Brittian, December 8, 1958.

CHAPTER XIII

MOSES YODER(4), 1830-1917

Moses Yoder(4), second son of Jacob Yoder(3), was born October 2, 1830 and died May 23, 1917.  He married Sarah Elizabeth Ward, who was born December 18, 1831 and died February 26, 1908.  Both were members of Zion Lutheran Church and are buried in Zion Church Cemetery.  Their children were Jane, John, Martha, Laura, Emma, Belle, Willie and Alda.

Moses Yoder(4) inherited land from his father's estate.  His only occupation was farming.  He built his house, part of which was still standing in 1969 (picture p. 53), a quarter of a mile north of his father's house.  He always kept all his cultivated land fenced by rails that were split mostly by his own hands from trees in an original hardwood forest on his farm.  he was resourceful, hard-working, thrifty man.  He made his own furniture, wagons, buggies, plows, and other farming tools in his own blacksmith and carpenter shops.

His wife, Sarah, carded wool and cotton, spun yarn, and wove cloth on her loom (which she kept in her sitting room) almost up to the time of her death.  Moses Yoder and his wife wore homespun clothes most of their lives.

Moses Yoder(4) was a Civil War veteran, serving in the same North Carolina regiment with his three brothers, Reuben, Marcus, and Amzi, Company K, 35th Regiment, North Carolina Troops.  He was wounded by a bullet that glazed the top of his head and caused him to walk with a limp for the rest of his life.  He was a prisoner for some time during the war.  He had opposed secession and never looked back happily on his war experiences.  He said to the author, his grandson, a number of times:  "War is a rich man's war and a poor man's fight."

During the time that he was at the front and in prison, his wife, Sarah, with whatever assistance she could get, carried on farming operations.  She did much of the heavy field work herself.


Before his wife died in 1908, Moses Yoder(4) and his wife deeded their real estate to three of their daughters, Martha Moore(5), Laura Hahn(5), and Emma Yoder(5), who were to take care of them when they were no longer able to continue farming operations and care for themselves.  After his wife's death, Moses Yoder(4) gave up farming and divided his time for the next ten years, till his death, living with his three daughters.  He had been such an active man during the years of his farming, that it was extremely difficult for him to be satisfied in retirement.  He was usually restless and found satisfaction chiefly in "keeping on the go" much of the time, commuting back and forth among his three daughters.

On a part of his farm was a fine, original forest.  Dozens of lumbermen had tried for years to purchase the timber, but he would never sell it.  A few years after he left his farm, his daughters decided to sell the timber.  It gave him great pain to drive over the road that led through the timber and see large oak trees cut down and timber slashed to pieces.  The author, who sometimes drove him from his home to Hickory, would usually take another route to avoid pain for his grandfather on seeing the big oaks demolished. 

For many years, Moses Yoder(4) was custodian and administrator of the special fund that his brother, Mark Yoder(4), had left to Zion Lutheran Church.  He loaned out the money at interest to safe borrowers.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren


1. Jane Barbara Yoder(5) was born September 13, 1856, and died June 30, 1900.  She married Jason E. Yoder(5), a second cousin, who died July 21 1916.  Both were members of Zion Lutheran Church and are buried in Zion Church Cemetery.  Their children were Lillybelle, Carrie, Carl, Marshall, Macon, Ora, and Clyde.

See Chapter V.

2.  John Adolphus Yoder(5) was born June 15, 1858, and died June 5, 1860.  He is buried in Zion Church Cemetery by the side of his parents.

3. Martha Sarahann Yoder(5) was born June 5, 1860, and died August 22, 1945.  She married Lewis Moore, who died December 20, 1939.  Martha Sarahann Yoder(5) was a member of Hickory Holy Trinity Lutheran Church; and her husband was a member of the Methodist Church.  Both are buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  Their children were Claude, Sallie, Fleta, and Josephine.

Claude Moore(6) was born September 7, 1881, and died November 30, 1914.  He is buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  He never married.  He was a graduate of Lenoir College and a very brilliant student, finishing college at a very early age.

Sallie Moore(6) was born February 8, 1884, and died February 22, 1966.  She married Thomas Setzer, who died November 27, 1957.  Both are buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  Their children were Ruth Moore, Edith Naomi, Martha Davis, and Grace Valentina.  Sallie Moore Setzer(6) attended Claremont College several Years.

Ruth Moore Setzer(7) was born October 19, 1909.  She married Olin N. Lynn.  They had one child, Olin N., Jr. Ruth Setzer Lynn(7) and her husband were graduates of Lenoir Rhyne College and both were teachers.

Edith Naomi Setzer(7) was born February 20, 1914.  She married Tracy Davis Hitchner.  They had one child, Tracy Davis, Jr., born September 7, 1947.  Edith Setzer Hitchner(7) was a college graduate and did postgraduate work at Duke University and the University of North Carolina.  She taught Latin eleven years in the Hickory High School.

Martha Setzer(7) was born December 19, 1916.  She married Clifton H. Hawley, Jr.  Their children were Clifton H., III, and Vicki.

Grace Setzer(7) was born February 14, 1923.  She married Alfred D. Yost.  Their children were Charles Thomas, Judy, and Samuel.  Grace Setzer Yost(7) attended college and was a teacher.

Fleta Moore(6) was born in 1892.  She married Charles Hunsucker, M.D., who died January 30, 1965.  Their children were Clara, who married Fred Lowing; Helen, who married L. Glenn; Charles, Jr., who married Jane Faller; and Alice, who married Howard Latta.  Fleta Moore Hunsucker(6) attended college several years.

Josephine Moore(6) was born in 1898.  She married Laurie Deal.  They had one child, Laurie, Jr.

4. Laura Susan Yoder(5) was born July 8, 1862, and died in July 1947.  She married Daniel Efird Hahn, who died in December, 1920.  Laura Susan Hahn(5) was a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.  She and her husband are buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  Their children were Anna Mabel, Albert Gaither, and Samuel Waightstill.

Mabel Hahn(6) was born July 16, 1889, and died June 24, 1969.  She was a member of Holy Trinity Church and is buried in the family plot in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  She married Robert Gibbs.  They had one child, Robert L. Gibbs(7).  Mabel Hahn(6) attended Lenoir College several years and as a secretary for a number of years before marriage.

Gaither Hahn(6) was born September 14, 1891, and died October 10, 1962.  He is buried in the family plot in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  He never married. He attended Lenoir College and received an M.D. degree from the University of Maryland.  He was a veteran of World War I, became disabled in line of duty, and was pensioned for complete disability.  Although he was not allowed to receive pay for any medical practice and draw his pension, he long gave his services free to polio victims.  He lived a noble, unselfish life.

Samuel W. Hahn(6) was born May 23, 1895.  He married Dorothea Becker in 1919.  Their children were Samuel Wilfred, Marjorie Eleanor, and Dorothy Augusta.  Samuel W. Hahn(6) was a graduate of Lenoir College, received a B.D. degree from Lutheran Southern Theological Seminary, and was awarded an honorary D.D. degree by Lenoir Rhyne College.  He was a distinguished Lutheran Minister, an energetic church builder, and a number of years a professor in the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary.

Samuel Wilfred Hahn(7) was born March 21, 1921.  He married Martha Ann Stroud.  Their children were Stephen Strowd, born July 25, 1949; Dale Becker, born September 26, 1950; and Carol Craft, born October 24, 1954.  Samuel Wilfred Hahn(7) received A.B. degree from Lenoir Rhyne College, M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from Duke University, and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.  He was professor of Mathematics in Wittenberg University.

Marjorie Eleanor Hahn(7) was born January 30, 1927.  She married Jacob Melvin Fore.  They had one child, Rebecca Ann, born September 20, 1964.  She received R.N. degree from Mercy Hospital, Charlotte, and was a nurse.

Dorothy Augusta Hahn(7) was born September 19, 1928.  She received A.B. degree from Woman's College, University of North Carolina; M.D. degree from Bowman-Gray School of Medicine; and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.  She was professor of Pediatrics in the Medical College of Georgis, Augusta.

5.  Emma Clementine Yoder(5).  See Chapter XXI.

6.  Belle Virginia Yoder(5) was born March 18, 1869, and died January 4, 1889.  She was a member of Zion Lutheran Church and is buried in Zion Church Cemetery by the side of her parents.

7.   Willie B. Yoder(5) was born June 13, 1871, and died July 31, 1934.  He married Ada Gertrude Whitener, who died in 1948.  Both are buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery. Their children were Pinkie, Glenn, and Lola.  Willie B. Yoder(5) attended college, taught one year, and was in turn farmer, merchant and farm machinery dealer, operator of a livery stable, bottling company agent, and restaurant operator.

Pinkie Yoder(6) was born July 10, 1891, and died in 1967.  She was a member of Hickory Corinth Reformed Church.  She is buried in the family plot of her father and mother, in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  She married Elmer James May 12, 1909.  They had one child, Norman Sidney.  Pinkie Yoder James(6) was a most capable, active and energetic woman.  For many years she worked for a movie theater.  After the death of her mother, she enlarged the house in which they had lived, converted it into apartments and kept roomers, doing most of the housework herself.  During the last two decades of her life, she became very much interested in both lines of her ancestry and accumulated historical data on them, particularly on the Whitener Line.  She replaced the crumbling tombstones of her pioneer ancestors, Henry Weidner (Whitener) and her Whitener great-grandparents, in the Old Robinson Cemetery.  On one side of the new Henry Weidner tombstone has been carved the exact inscription in German as Henry Weidner prescribed it before his death, and on the other side, a modern translation of the inscription in English.

Norman James(7) was born February 21, 1910.  He married Alberta Hamrick, December 29, 1933.  Their children were John Paul, Norman Richard, and Thomas Hamrick.  Norman James(7) was graduated from Duke University with a degree in Business Administration.  He was an unusually successful business man and sold his products in many states, traveling much of the time by his own airplane.

John Paul James(8) was born May 29, 1935.

Norman Richard James(8) was born September 25, 1936.  He married Elizabeth Barnhardt, September 20, 1960.

Thomas Hamrick James(8) was born December 22, 1939.

Glenn Efird Yoder(6) was born January 29, 1893.  He married Myrtle Mansfield.  Their children were Lola Jean, Doris Ann and Davie (twins), and Glenn Efird, Jr.  Glenn Efird Yoder(6) was a dairy technician and creamery operator.

Doris Ann Yoder(7) was born September 8, 1929.  She married John Maiden, November 25, 1954.

David Yoder(7) was born September 8, 1929, and died April 15,1930.

Glenn Efird Yoder, Jr.(7) was born January 19, 1934.  He married Betty Bryant, June 17, 1954.  Their children were Glenn e., Jeffrey, and Paul.

Lola Maud Yoder(6) was born November 27, 1895, and died October 30, 1914.  She is buried in the family plot of her parents in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  She was stricken with polio at the age of 14 and confined to her bed during the last two years of her life.  She was a lovely, charming girl and bore her affliction with great fortitude.

8. Carrie Alda Yoder(5) was born August 30, 1874, and died July 2, 1906.  She was a member of Zion Lutheran Church and is buried in Zion Church Cemetery beside her parents.  She attended Lenoir College one year.  She married Robert Weaver in 1904.  They had no children.  The author remembers his Aunt Alda as a beautiful, gracious, lovely woman, with a wonderful sense of humor, a hearty laugh, and always with a smile on her face.  Wherever she was in groups, she was most likely "the life of the party."  She radiated sunshine and good cheer.  She was the friend of everybody, old and young.  All her nieces and nephews remember the warm welcome they received when they visited their grandparents.

CHAPTER XIV

MARCUS YODER(4), 1833-1880


Marcus Yoder(4), third son of Jacob Yoder(3), was born October 28, 1833, and died in 1880.  He married Martha Seitz.  They had no children.  Marcus Yoder(4) was first a member of Zion Lutheran Church and later a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Hickory.  He is buried by the side of his parents in Zion Church Cemetery, as he requested in is will. 

Marcus Yoder(4) sold is part of the land that he inherited from his father's estate to his brothers and sisters and moved to the town of Hickory, where he became a substantial business man.  He was elected the first mayor of Hickory after the name was changed from Hickory Tavern to Hickory.  He accumulated a modest estate for the time, a part of which he gave to Zion Lutheran Church and Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Hickory, to help build the churches and pay the salaries of ministers.

The present brick chapel of Zion Lutheran Church was built in part from a $400 fund he left the church, on condition that the congregation raise enough in addition to help build the church. The bricks for the church were made from red clay taken from the old Conrad Yoder(1) house site.  They were moulded and burned at the same place under the direction of Reuben Yoder(4), a brother of Marcus Yoder(4).

Marcus Yoder(4) was a strong, ardent, orthodox Lutheran.  He specified in his will that the income from funds he left the two churches could be used only to support ministers who "believed and preached sound Lutheran doctrines."

He was a Civil War veteran, serving in Company K, 35th Regiment, North Carolina Troops, with his three brothers, Reuben, Moses, and Amzi.

Will of Marcus Yoder(4); 1833-1880

I Marcus Yoder of the County of Catawba and State of North Carolina being of sound mind and memory but considering the uncertainty of my earthly existence do make and declare this my last Will and Testament in Manner and form following that is to say:  First That my Executrix (hereinafter named) shall provide for my body a decent burial, suitable to the wishes of my relations and friends and pay all funeral expenses together with my just debts, hosoever and whomsoever owing out of the monies that may first Come into her hands as a part or parcel of my estate.

Item; My Will and desire is that my executrix Shall provide a neat Marble Head Slab and have it placed at my resting place to mark my Grave to be paid for out of the proceeds of my estate.

Item: I give and bequeath to my beloved wife Martha C. Yoder all my estate both real and personal, notes, money, and effects of what ever kind that may be on hand at my death provided she keeps my name during the balance of her natural life but in Case she should marry again then in that Case she is entitled to one third of all my estate as mentioned in this item as hers to use and Control as seems best for her.

Item;  My will and desire is that if my wife Martha C. Yoder remains a widow during the remainder of her life that after her heath that all the debts that may then be due and unpaid shall be paid, out of the estate together with all her funeral Expenses including the marble slab to mark her resting place also the same as mine.

Item; I will and bequeath (after the death of my wife Martha C. Yoder)  Four hundred dollars to aid in building a brick Church at Zion Church in Catawba County provided the Congregation There of the E. Lutheran Church will raise a sufficient amount together with this bequest to erect said Church building; My further Will and desire is that all the balance of my Estate (after the death of my wife) shall be placed in the hands of the Church Council of the E. Lutheran Churches at Zion and Hickory of which (the latter) I am a member at this time and by them loaned or invested in bonds of the U.S. or to private individuals on good Mortgages or invested in same way as to be perfectly safe that the interest may be paid annually and of said interest I desire that in case of the Congregations of the E. Lutheran at Zion and Hickory believe, and have pure doctrine taught and preached, as taught in the old and New Testament and the Simbolical books and especially the book of Concord then of said Interest I desire that if the Congregations in said Churches have preaching once a month in each Church that fifty dollars of said Interest shall be paid yearly for the support of the Minister in each Church, but if the preaching be twice a month then the amount shall be one Hundred dollars to the Support of the Minister of each of said Churches per Annum provided the Interest of the fund so set aside, be sufficient to pay said two amounts and if Not the amount of Interest on hand shall be divided between the said two Congregations according to the foregoing arrangements, And provided further that if the Interest of the fund on hand should amount to more than the sums here mentioned for said two Churches then if the Minister will locate or live in the bounds of said Congregations so that he can visit the sick, Minister to the dying, and see that the lambs of his flock are properly fed, then the interest above said if it amounts to more shall be divided between said two congregations as stated after paying the expenses of keeping the said funds in a safe investment, My desire further is that so long as these two congregations will do their duty in supporting the minister this fund shall be perpetual, but in case they fail to do their duty in supporting the minister then this fund ceases and will be withheld from said congregations.

Item; My will and desire is that if my wife intermarries again then in that case two thirds of all m estate to be applied to the Two churches stated above in the same ratio as is already stated leaving the other one third to my said wife absolutely.

Item; My will and desire is that after my death I desire my friends and relatives to carry my body to Zion Church Yard and deposit my body beside my Father and Mother.

And lastly; I do hereby constitute and appoint my beloved wife Martha C. Yoder my lawful Executrix to all intents and purposes, to execute this my last will and testament according to true intent and meaning of the same and every part and clause thereof hereby revoking and declaring utterly void all other wills and testaments by me heretofore made.

In witness whereof I the said Marcus Yoder do hereunto set my hand and seal this 3rd day of April 1880.










Marcus Yoder

Signed sealed, published and declared by the said Marcus Yoder to be his last Will and Testament in the presence of us who at his request and in his presence do subscribe our names as witnesses thereto.

A.W. Marshall,

James E. Cline,

The Execution of the foregoing paper writing was this the 24th day of May 1880 duly proved to be the last Will and Testament of Marcus Yoder, by the oath and examination of A. W. Marshall and James E. Cline subscribing witnesses there to, admitted to Prolate and Ordered to be recorded.

M.O. Sherrill

Judge of Prolate,

Mrs. Martha C. Yoder Executrix duly qualified and letters testamentary issued.

CHAPTER XV

AMZI YODER(4), 1844-1924


Amzi Yoder(4), fourth son of Jacob Yoder(3), was born December 8, 1844, and died March 8, 1924.  He married Aldine Miller, who died July 26, 1932.  Both were members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and are buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  Their children were Lula, Edgar, Ainsley, Hyrle, and Katie.


Amzi Yoder(4) as a Confederate soldier, serving in the same company and regiment with his three brothers, Reuben, Moses, and Marcus, Company K, 35th Regiment, North Carolina Troops.   He enlisted at 18.  He was thrice wounded: first in the battle of Seven Pines; second in the battle of Chancellorsville; and third in the battle of Sharpsburg.


When still a young man, Amzi Yoder(4) moved to the town of Hickory.  For many years he was depot agent for the Southern Railroad, and then later he served for a long time as railway express agent.


Amzi Yoder(4) was custodian and administrator for many years of the fund his brother Marcus left to Holy Trinity Church.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren


1. Lula Yoder(5) was born September 6, 1870, and died December 25, 1948.  She married Rev. John W. Wanamaker, born may 10. 1866. and died April 10, 1915.  Both were members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and are buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  (Rev. Wanamaker was pastor of Holy Trinity Church a number of years.)  Their children were Margaret, Catherine, and Ernest.


Margaret Wanamaker(6) was born June 23,1898.  She married Harold G. Deal, February 6, 1922.  Their children were Harold G., Jr., Donald J., Carl W., and Myron W.  Margaret Wanamaker(6) was a graduate of Lenoir College.  She was a talented musician and taught music many years.  She served as Director of the Junior Division of the National Federation of Music Clubs for several years.


Harold G. Deal, Jr.(7) was born April *, 1923.  He married Miriam Morgan.


Donald J. Deal(7) was born March 24, 1927.  He married Betty Fritz.


Carl W. Deal(7) was born September 15, 1930.  He married Yolando Greco.


Myron W. Deal(7) was born April 15, 1935.  He married Patricia Ackley.


2. Edgar Yoder(5) was born August 31, 1874, and died September 1, 1952.  He married as his first wife Brock Holden, and as his second 

wife, Marion Blackwell.  No children were born to either marriage.  Edgar Yoder and is first wife are buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  Edgar Yoder(5) was a railroad conductor and a railway transfer agent.


3. Ainsley Yoder(5) was born October 20, 1879, and died July 7, 1941.  He was never married.  He attended Lenoir College for several Years.  He worked for the Southern Railroad many years.


4. Hyrle Yoder(5) was born January 6, 1863.  He never married.  He was express agent and then later city manager for Hickory.


5. Katie Lee Yoder(5) was born January 3, 1886, and died November 5, 1922.  She was a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and is buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  She attended St. Paul Seminary several years.

CHAPTER XVI

MICHAEL YODER(3), 1799-1874


Michael Yoder(3), third son of John Yoder(2), was born March 17, 1799, and died January 9, 1874.  Late in life he became a member of Grace Lutheran Church.  He is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  His descendants replaced his eroding marble tombstone with a granite tombstone in 1963.  He married Magdalena (Polly) Dietz, November 10, 1825.  She died in 1832 and is buried in the Old Yoder Cemetery.  Michael and Polly Dietz Yoder had four children: George, Cyrus, Laban, and Absolem, the last two dying in childhood and infancy.  They are buried in the Old Yoder Cemetery by the side of their mother.  Their graves and that of their mother have not been identifiable individually for many years.


Michael Yoder(3), like many others of his day, was an illiterate man, unable to read or write.  Why he did not get an elementary education like his brothers and sisters, in the little private school maintained by his father, John Yoder(2), in his own yard, we do not know.  However, Col. George M. Yoder(4), his son, wrote of him: "He was in possession of an excellent judgment and was apt to make almost any of calculation in his mind."


In the division of the land of his father's estate, Michael Yoder(3) inherited 186 acres, contained in two separate tracts, one of 100 acres on both sides of Jacob's Fork River, and the other of 86 acres on Mountain Creek.  He built a two-story log house, on the 100 acre tract, a quarter of a mile up a little stream from the place where he was born and raised, close-by a good spring.  The old log house was still standing in 1967, but it had long since been made into a garage and now fully abandoned.  (Picture p. 68.)


Michael Yoder(3) was a resourceful man in his varied occupations--farmer, stone mason, sawmill owner and operator, and a good cabinet and furniture maker.  In 1841 he and his brother, Peter Yoder(3), bought a small water-power site on Potts Creek, some three miles to the west of their homes and near what is not the village of Plateau.  They built a dam on the creek and erected a sawmill on the site, and operated the mill for a number of years.


In Michael Yoder's(3) day, few people traveled very far beyond the county in which they lived.  But in 1859, he and his son, George M. Yoder(4), took a trip to the state of Missouri to visit Peter Yoder(3), brother and uncle, who had migrated to that new frontier state in the late 1840's.  Col. George M. Yoder(4), late in life, reminisced several times to the author, his grandson, about this trip.  He and his father traveled by stage from Hickory Tavern, across the Blue Ridge Mountains to Abingdon, Virginia, a distance of 125 mils, to take the train. (No railroad had yet been built into Catawba County.)  From Abingdon to Memphis, Tennessee, they traveled by train. At Memphis they took a steamboat up the Mississippi River to St. Genevieve, Missouri, a distance of 250 miles.  Then they traveled again by stage some 30 miles to the home of Peter Yoder(3) and family.


Fellow travelers on the boat up the river, Col. Yoder(4) related, were of various kinds and character.  Most of them were good, honest men and women, on their way west to seek new lands and build homes.  But there were others who engaged in drinking, gambling, rowdyism, and carousing.  Many men carried weapons. Few of the travelers to one another.  Many of them were silent as to who they were, where they were going, and remained strangers. Each traveler had to look out for his own safety and protection.  Soon after they embarked on the boat, a stranger approached George M. Yoder(4) and his father, Mike Yoder(3), and told them that he was uneasy and fearful for his own safety, that he had "sized up" the two of them as good, honest men, and that he would like to stick close by them for the rest of his journey up the river.  All three did stick closely together and there were no incidents.  These were the conditions of westward travel in the late 1850's.  Innocent pioneers mingled with unknown adventurers, speculators, and sometimes thieves, robbers, and murderers.


Michael Yoder(3) lived through the stirring Civil War days of 1861-65, helping take care of his grandchildren and carrying on farming operations, while his two sons, George Yoder(4) and Cyrus Yoder(4), were serving in the Confederate armies.  His niece, Eliza Yoder(4), used to tell how she shouted the news from a high hill across the Jacob's Fork River to her uncle Mike plowing in his bottom, that the Yankees had arrived at Hickory Tavern, seven miles away, and might soon be coming into the Yoder community to take away horses, mules, and other livestock.  She related how her uncle Mike quickly unhitched his team and galloped away to get livestock rounded up and  driven away into hiding, till the danger of marauding had passed.  No Yankee soldiers, or thieves following in their wake, however, found their way into the Yoder settlement, which was off the two main roads over which the Union soldiers traveled. About two miles to the west, however, Union soldiers following the Old State Road did seize and drive away horses, mules, and cattle.  The author, who as a boy lived on the Old State Road, used to see his nearest neighbor, "Uncle" Bobby Helton, drive and plow a little red mule, called "Old Bert," then more than thirty years old, that, unhaltered, had followed his stolen mother to a camp three miles away, but in the night had returned to his owner.  "Old Bert" was treasured as a sacred memory of the Civil War and the sad days that followed.


On December 26,1873, Michael Yoder(3) sold to his son, Col George M. Yoder(4) his land on both sides of Jacob's Fork River for $1873, signing the deed by his mark, the deed to go into effect upon his death.  In 1845 he had sold his 86 acre tract of land on Mountain Creek for $100.


Personal Property of Michael Yoder's(3) estate sold at auction in April, 1874, consisted of 76 different items, which brought a total of $281.  Among the items sold were various carpenter's tools, testifying to his dual occupation of both farmer and carpenter.


The author's mother Emma C. Yoder(5), a great-niece of Michael Yoder(3), who as a small girl knew him well, and heard from kinsmen and others what they thought of him, used to say, "He was just the best man that ever lived."


George M. Yoder(4) married as his first wife Rebecca Herman and as his second wife Eliza Yoder(4).  See Chapter XVII.



Cyrus Yoder(4) married Elizabeth Leonard. See Chapter XXIII.

CHAPTER XVII

COL. GEORGE M. YODER(4), 1826-1920


Col. George M. Yoder(4) was born August 23, 1826, and died March 12, 1920.  He first married Rebecca R. Herman, February 11, 1851, who died July 23, 1875.  Children of this marriage were Francis, Julius, Mary Ann, Florence, and Colin.  On April 26, 1877, Col. Yoder married as his second wife, Eliza Yoder(4), a cousin, who died February 9, 1924.  One child, Enloe, was born to this marriage.  Col. Yoder and his two wives were members of Grace Lutheran Church and are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  In 1963, descendants of Rebecca R. Yoder replaced her eroding marble tombstone with a granite tombstone.


At the time of his death, the Hickory Daily Record wrote of Col. Yoder as "one of the most remarkable citizens of North Carolina… The old gentleman was interested in everything, it seemed, and during his long life assimilated a store of assorted knowledge that was the envy of all who knew him."


He was the son of Michael Yoder(3) and Magdalena (Polly) Deitz Yoder, grandson of John Yoder(2), and great grandson of Conrad Yoder(1).  His mother died when he was a six years old and he and his younger brother, Cyrus, were raised in part by his aunt, Ruth Dietz, who came and lived in the home. She became known as "Aunt Ruthy" among kinsmen and neighbors.  Although she died 30 years before the death of Col. Yoder, he had early made provision in one of his wills for her support during the rest of her lifetime in case she outlived him.  She died in 1888 and is buried in Zion church Cemetery.


When little George started to school at 7 in the old Union School house, he could speak only "Pennsylvania Dutch."  He first had to learn the English Alphabet and language.  Attending old field school sessions of three months in the year, he progressed rapidly and before he finished his education in this school, was hired as an assistant in the school at $2.00 a month.  He soon began teaching on his own and taught thirteen sessions in the free public schools.


He inherited land from his father and a few years before his father's death bought his land.  He later bought several additional tracts of land.  Farming was his major occupation throughout his long life and he worked in the fields hoeing corn and cotton, and picking cotton till he was 93 years old.  He looked after the cattle on the farm till his death.  The last conversation the author had with him was in late August, 1919, when he went with his grandfather down across gullies and rough terrain to drive up the cattle for the evening milking.  Col. Yoder always attributed his long, healthy life to sobriety and physical and mental activity.


As a boy and young man, Col. Yoder was active in the local militia, became in succession corporal, captain, major, regimental adjutant, and colonel.  He was later private, lieutenant, and captain in the Confederate Army, in which he served three years.  In his long lifetime he knew personally veterans of the American Revolution, Napoleon's armies, the War of 1812, the Mexican War, the Civil War, and the Spanish American War.  Nine of his grandsons served in World War I.  As a soldier in the army of occupation in the Palatinate of German in 1918-1919, the author wrote his grandfather a number of letters about his observations of that part of Germany from which Col. Yoder thought his ancestor, Conrad Yoder(1) may have come.


Although only a boy of 7 to 10 years of age at the time, Col. Yoder remembered well the presidency of General Andrew Jackson, and especially the nullification controversy he had with South Carolina, and his threat to send federal troops into the state if federal laws were nullified.  He remembered how Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun had helped to bring about a compromise and maintain peace for a few years before the Civil War.  He remembered something about the events that took place during the administration of 21 American Presidents.  He was always much interested in politics and attended county conventions of his party regularly up till the time of his death.


Like his grandfather, John Yoder(2), Col. Yoder learned surveying by self-instruction.  He surveyed many tracts of land in surrounding communities, and was elected county surveyor for one term.  He held a number of public offices; magistrate (many years), master of equity, member of the county court, county commissioner, county coroner, and county surveyor.  Twice he took the federal census of Jacob's Fork Township.


In the later years of his life, Col. Yoder became most distinguished for his remarkable knowledge of all the pioneer families of the Jacob's Fork, Henry's Fork, and South Fork, river sections.  He wrote the stories of these families and contributed them to several of the Catawba County newspapers.  He carried on extensive correspondence with people in the state and outside the state about these early pioneers.  He was frequently visited by descendants of these pioneers who were seeking information about their early ancestors who had lived in North Carolina.


In summer vacations between 1910 and 1916, the author spent many hours with his grandfather, Col. Yoder, getting information for this History.  First drafts of two chapters on Conrad Yoder(1) and John Yoder(2) were written in the summer of 1916 and read to Col. Yoder for corrections and suggestions.  The author has in his possession two different histories in script, of the Yoder family, and one history of other pioneer families written by his grandfather.  These manuscripts have been the main source of information about the first four generations of Yoders in this History.


Col. Yoder was

 a most likeable and popular Man.  The author has never heard of his having an enemy.  He was a man of great integrity and self-control.  He had a keen sense of humor and liked to tell and pass on innocent jokes and anecdotes.  Although he had strong convictions about his church denomination, politics, and what he thought was right and wrong, he never quarreled with his friends and neighbors.  An ardent Lutheran, he was most tolerant of all other religions.  For many years he was superintendent  of a Union Lutheran and Reformed Sunday School at Grace Church.


Although Col. Yoder was opposed to slavery and secession, after the Civil War broke out in 1861, he served uncomplainingly and loyally in the Confederate Army for three years.  Because he had held public office before the Civil War and had fought against the Union, he was disfranchised during the Reconstruction period of 1867-1877 and not allowed to hold public office.  After the amnesty of 1877 and his voting rights were restored, he was appointed and elected to several public offices.


Col Yoder and his second wife, Eliza, were most hospitable to all visitors to their home.  Their many grandchildren always found a warm welcome awaiting them when they arrived for their visits.  Beginning in the middle of the 1890's, Col. Yoder began to celebrate his birthday on the 23rd of August, with a family reunion at his home, to which he and his wife invited all Yoder kinsmen and neighbors.  From this early family reunion grew the present Yoder Reunion, now held annually at grace Lutheran Church on the second Sunday in August.


Col. Yoder remained hale and hearty right up to half an hour before his death.  He was ill for only a few minutes just before he died.  At 90 years of age he had learned to write on his son's typewriter.  All the letters the author received from him in the last three years of his life were type written.  His mind was keen and clear to the very end.  He retained his interest in public affairs and events.  He was much interested in the establishment of the League of Nations in 1919 and discussed it with the author in the last conversation he had with him in late August of that year, after the author's return from Europe.


Eliza Yoder(4) second wife of Col. Yoder, like her mother, Kathy Hahn Yoder, was a most energetic woman.  In addition to household work, looking after the poultry, and milking several cows twice a day, she went to the fields in busy seasons and did almost a full day's work in addition.  She was very fond of flowers and had a large flower garden. Although she had only a very meager elementary school education, she learned and mastered the scientific Latin names of all of her flowers.  Her kinsmen and neighbors remembered "Aunt" Eliza Yoder(4) as a kindly, helpful, sympathetic woman.  When sickness and death took place in the homes of her kinsmen and neighbors, she was usually one of the first persons to call and offer help and comfort.  It was not unusual for her, after a long day of work in her home and in the field, to go to a home where there was sickness, and spend half the night helping with nursing.  An elderly woman, shoes family had been helped by her nursing, when several members of her family were afflicted with typhoid fever, said to the author in 1966: "Your grandmother, Eliza, was the finest and best woman that I ever knew."

Children


1. Francis A. Yoder(5) married Catherine Coulter.  See Chapter XVIII.


2. Julius M. Yoder(5) first married Mollie Tillman, and after her death, he married her sister, Sugar Tillman.  See Chapter XIX.


3.  Mary Ann Yoder(5), daughter of Col. George M. Yoder(4) was born July 4, 1856, and died February 15, 1931.  She was a member of Grace Lutheran Church is buried in Grace Church Cemetery by the side of her father.  She remained single till late in life, when she married Joshua Yount of Conover whom she survived more than a dozen years.  She always visited and helped in the homes of her brothers and her sister when new babies arrived.  She was an accomplished seamstress and often helped make dresses for her nieces.  She was a matron at one of the Lenoir College dormitories for  three years.


4. Florence I. Yoder(5) married David Ramseur.  See Chapter XX.


5. Colin M. Yoder(5) married Emma Yoder(5).  See Chapter XXI.


6. Enloe Yoder(5) married Hettie Dietz.  See Chapter  XXII.

CHAPTER XVIII

FRANCIS ALFONZO YODER(5), 1851-1913


Francis Alfonzo Yoder(5) was born November 24, 1851, and died April 13, 1913.  He married Louisa Catherine Coulter, January w0, 1874, who died August 5, 1931.  Both were members of Grace Lutheran Church and are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  Francis A. Yoder(5) was a devoted member of his church and served on the Council many years, and his wife supplied the materials for the Holy Communion.  Their children were Eli Summy, Samuel Oscar, George Clinton, Everette Forrest, Frank Ladson, Annie Catherine, Martha Virginia, Carl Blake, Winnie Davis, Ralph Hasten, Francis Earl, Henry Conrad, Marie Louisa, and Charlotte Augusta.


Francis A. Yoder(5) attended Catawba College for a year and taught one country school.  He was a farmer, merchant, and wholesale produce dealer.


He was a very energetic man, always "on he go."  He inherited land from his father and bought several additional tracts.  He operated a country store for a number of years, and was postmaster.  He owned an interest in a nearby flour mill.  The author remembers his uncle's store as a popular gathering place for farmers, the Yoders in particular, and neighbors, where politics and various matters of neighborhood and general interest were discussed.


Most of his active life, Francis A. Yoder(5) had one or two teams on the road buying eggs, chickens, and produce from country stores, which he shipped to commission merchants in distant markets.  His wagons operated over several townships and into three different counties, making weekly calls at dozens of country stores.


He was an ardent Democrat and took a great interest in politics.  He was a well-informed and alert citizen.  He was one of the first men in Jacob's Fork Township to begin reading a daily paper.  He was a magistrate for a number of years and served two terms as county commissioner.


He was a kind-hearted man and a sympathetic and helpful neighbor.  He often extended credit at his store to customers who wee unable to pay cash for what they needed.  Many of these store debts were never paid.  Once when an unfortunate young Negro appeared at his store, just released from a prison term and with his feet wrapped in tow sacks for shoes, in the dead of winter, he told the young fellow to take the sacks off his feet, and he went back behind the counter and got a pair of shoes that would fit and a pair of socks, and told him to put them on--a much needed gift for the penniless, jobless unfortunate young Negro.


With deep gratitude, the author remembers the kindly help of his Uncle Francis, when his own father, Colin M. Yoder(5) was seriously ill for a week and lay at the point of death.  Uncle Francis came and stayed almost day and night with our family.  The author also recalls with appreciation how his uncle once helped to promote him for the office of County Superintendent of Schools, when he was a young high school teacher in North Carolina and just beginning his teaching career.


Francis A Yoder(5) died from a heart attack caused by acute indigestion.  He became ill and unconscious, alone in his buggy, returning from Hickory to his home.  His faithful, gentle horse carried him safely home.  Attendance at his funereal at Grace Church was one of the largest that ever assembled there.  His hundreds of friends from all parts of Catawba County came to pay their final respect.


Louisa Catherine Yoder survived her husband 18 years.  She was a good and gracious woman known among all her neighbors and friends for the warm hospitality of her home.  She was noted for her excellent cooking and the fine table she set.  No one in the community could equal her in making cakes.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren


1. Eli Summey Yoder(6) was born October 11, 1874, and died June 26, 1896, of typhoid fever, in Augusta, Georgia, where he had gone to operate a produce store for his father.  He was never married.  He attended Lenoir College for a year.  He is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.


2. Samuel Oscar Yoder(6) was born October 15, 1876, and died January 26, 1933. He was never married.  He worked on his father's farm and in his store.  He attended Lenoir College for a year.  He clerked in various dry good stores in Newton and became a traveling salesman for a hosiery company.  In his later years he was severely afflicted with arthritis and rheumatism and became an invalid.  But his mind was clear till the end.  He is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.


3.  George C. Yoder(6) was born June 14, 1878, and died January 3, 1963.  He married Dora Hopkins, January 10, 1912, who preceded him in death a few years.  Both were members of the First Presbyterian Church of Hickory and are buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  They had no children.  As a young man, George C. Yoder(6) worked on his father's farm, clerked in his store, and drove teams for purchasing produce.  Later he clerked in dry goods stores in Newton and Hickory, traveled as a salesman for a few years, and became part owner of a clothing store in Hickory.  In the last years before his retirement, he was a Coca-Cola agent.  He attended Lenoir College one year.


4. Everette Forest Yoder(6) was born April 13, 1880, and died September 6, 1884, from diptheria.  He is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.


5. Frank Ladson Yoder(6) was born February 7, 1882, and died July 5, 1950.  He married Lilly Shelton, a native of Texas.  Their children were Garnett Andrew and Hilda Mae.  As a young man, Frank Ladson Yoder(6) worked on his father's  farms, drove teams as a wagoner, and clerked in his father's store.  Later he clerked in stores in Hickory and Salisbury.  He attended Lenoir College one year.  He moved to the state of Texas and engaged in the building and contracting business.  He was first a member of Grace Lutheran Church, and later a member of the Baptist Church in Texas.  He is buried in Sunset Memorial Cemetery, San Antonio, Texas.


6. Annie Catherine (Kitty) Yoder(6) was born April 3, 1884, and died October 24, 1958, in an automobile accident.  She married Gordon Wilfong, December 1, 1905.  They had one child, Catherine.  Annie Catherine Yoder(6) attended Lenoir College and Claremont College, each one year.  She taught school for several years and worked as a commercial secretary for a short time.  She operated a five and ten cent store in Newton for several years.  She was a active women's club leader in her community and Catawba County.  She was first a member of Lutheran Grace Church and later a member of Grace Reformed Church in Newton.  She and her husband are buried in East View Cemetery in Newton.


Catherine Wilfong(7) was born in 1907 and married Thomas B. Gardiner, April 3, 1936.  They had one child, Catherine, born April 15, 1937.


Catherine Gardiner(8) married H. Wade Henderson, September 25, 1954.  They have one child, Catherine Claire, born September 28, 1955.


7. Martha (Mattie) Yoder(6) was born February 6, 1886.  She married Carlyle Wilfong, September 14, 1910.  They had one child, James Yoder.  Martha Yoder(6) attended Lenoir College two years.  She was a member of Grace Lutheran Church.

James Yoder Wilfong(7) was born July26, 1911.  He married Mary B. Patterson, July 26, 1942.  Their children were Neal David, born April 24, 1945; and Marilyn Judy, born February 6, 1948.  James Yoder Wilfong(7) was a radio station engineer.


8. Carl Blake Yoder(6) was born  April 10, 1888, and died January 12, 1946.  He married Floy Trollinger, December 26, 1932.  They had no children.  Carl Blake Yoder(6) was first a member of Grace Lutheran Church and later of Beth Eden Lutheran Church in Newton.  He is buried in East View Cemetery, in Newton.  He worked on his father's farm, clerked in stores in Newton and Post City, Texas.  In later life he returned to Newton and worked with his brother, Earl, in the wholesale produce business.  He was a veteran of World War I, and served in France.  He attended Lenoir College one year.


9. Winnie Davis Yoder(6) was born November 20, 1889.  She married Charles Shuford, August 7, 1910.  Their children were Frances Caroline, Charles Robert, Karl, and Wynne.  Winnie Yoder(6) attended Lenoir College one year.  She was a member of Grace Lutheran Church.  She and her husband and family lived in Virginia and Florida after 1917.


Frances Caroline Shuford(7) was born August 24, 1913, and married Luther Edwin Thorpe, May 11, 1934.  Their children were Charles Shuford, born February 28, 1940; Luther Edwin, Jr., born September 9, 1936(died February 10, 1938); and Blanche Edith, born May 14, 1944.


Karl Yoder Shuford(7) was born January 7, 1919, and married Margaret Elizabeth Clements, September 23, 1947.  Their children were Karen Kaye, born March 16, 1949; Phillip Thomas, born February 22, 1952; and Phyllis Ann, born February 22, 1952.


Wayne Davis Shuford(7) was born December 21, 1921, and married John Thomas Wright, August 29, 1944.  Their children were Linda Helen, born October 9, 1947; John Thomas, Jr., born July 18, 1949; and Ann Elizabeth, born October 6, 1955.


10. Ralph Yoder(6) was born July 4, 1891, and died February 12, 1948.  He married Mabel Shoaf, April 29, 1912.  They had two children, Jennings Lee and William Earl, Ralph Yoder(6) worked on his father's farm, farmed for a few years, and worked in various other occupations in later life.  He attended Lenoir College one year, He was a member of Grace Lutheran Church and is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.


Jennings Lee Yoder(7) was born February 4, 1913.  He married Ruth Hart.  Their children were Elizabeth, Charles, and Dorothy.


11. Francis Earl Yoder(6) was born July 8, 1893.  He married Zola McCracken, October 18, 1934. They had one child that died immediately after birth.  Earl Yoder(6) worked on his father's farm and for a long time as a wholesale produce dealer following in his father's footsteps and taking over his business after his death.  He attended Lenoir College one year. After his father's death, he took care of his mother, his invalid brother, Sam and his two younger sisters, till their marriages.


12.  Henry Conrad Yoder(6) was born March 19, 1896.  He married Mollie Wise, February 16, 1922.  Their children were Henrietta and Kathryne.  Henry Conrad Yoder(6) worked on his father's farm and later as automobile mechanic and salesman in Newton.  He was a veteran of World War I and served in France.


Henrietta Yoder(7)  was born February 1, 1926, and married William Earl Taylor, November 27, 1944.  Their children were Robert Lee, II, born Septembver27, 1945; Patricia Conrad, born April 28, 1947; and Josye Elaine, born May 30, 1949.


Kathryne Jane Yoder(7) was born March 1, 1923.  she married Glenn Noah Rowe, September 24, 1941,  Their children were Robert Douglas, born September 23, 1943;  Michael David, born December 21, 1951; and Rebecca Christine, born June 3, 1956.


13. Mary Louise Yoder(6) was born September 9, 1898, and died April 1, 1961.  She married Hyrle Leonard.  He was a mail carrier in Charlotte and was killed by an automobile.  Both are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  They had one child, Marie.  Mary Louise Yoder(6) attended Lenoir College one year.  She worked as a store clerk in Newton a number of years.


Marie Leonard(7) was born July 2, 1921.  She married Richard D. Boger, M.D. Their children were Cheryl Marie, born February 4, 1949; and Richard, Jr., born May 13, 1952.


14. Charlotte Augusta Yoder(6) was born December 29, 1901.  She married Clifton Hilton, February 22, 1930.  He died November 18, 1950.  They had no children.  Charlotte Augusta Yoder(6) attended Lenoir College one year.  She worked for many years as a clerk in Newton stores.  She lived alone in her home in Newton after the death of her husband.  She was a devoted Lutheran in the tradition of her parents and grandparents.  She was most helpful to the author in furnishing information about the Francis A. Yoder(5) family.

CHAPTER XIX

JULIUS MONTFORT YODER(5), 1853-1925


Julius Montfort Yoder(5), second son of Colonel George M. Yoder(4), was born October 7, 1853, and died November 29, 1925.  he married as his first wife Mary Susan (Mollie) Tillman, December 25, 1876, who died July 14, 1901.  Their children were Sue Lee, Clyde Ernest, Cecil Randolph, Julius Herman, Henry Tillman, Kirk McRoy, and two infants who died soon after birth.  He married, in 1902, as his second wife Sugar Tillman, a sister to his first wife.  Their children were an infant son who died immediately after birth, and a daughter, Mary Bell who died when she was ten years old.  Julius M. Yoder(5) was first a Lutheran and after his first marriage a Methodist.  He was a member of the Board of Stewards and a Sunday School teacher many years.  He and his two wives are buried in Van Wyck Cemetery.


He was educated in the free public schools of Catawba County and at Catawba College, Newton, where he was in attendance three years.  He taught school for several years in Catawba County and in Van Wyck, South Carolina, where he met his two wives and made his home after marriage. Soon after his first marriage, he built a six-room house in the village of Van Wyck where he and his family lived till 1902.  He worked in a number of occupations--teaching, store clerk, owner and operator of a general store, depot agent, postmaster, and farming.  He inherited land through his two wives and during the latter part of his life followed farming exclusively.  He and his second wife bought the Tillman plantation, remodeled the house and named the plantation "Oakdale."


He was a public spirited citizen and supported all projects for community betterment.  He took a great interest in politics in his county and ran for the legislature at one time.  The author well remembers the interesting reports he brought to his father and brothers on his annual visits to them, about the exciting state politics of the late 1890's and early 1900's, in South Carolina.  He was a well-read, and well-informed man on public affairs.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren


1. Sue Lee Yoder(6) was born December 7, 1880 and died January 17, 1933. She married J. H. Bates, June 14, 1899.  Their children wee Kathleen, Carlisle, Mary, Sara, Dorothy, Willie, Lucia, Sue, Ruth, and John.  Sue Yoder Bates(6) lived in Van Wyck, South Carolina, most of her life.  Her husband was a life insurance salesman and mail carrier.  She was a member of the Methodist Church. She and her husband are buried in Van Wyck Cemetery.


Kathleen Bates(7) was born June q9, 1900.  She married Henry Craig Belk, August 16, 1920.  Their children were Mary McMurray, Henry Craig, and Ralph William.  Kathleen Bates Belk(7) attended Lenoir and Winthrop Colleges.  Her husband was manager of a Belk Store.


Mary McMurray Belk(8) was born May 18, 1921.  She married James Luther Long in 1943.  Their children were James Frederick and James Luther , Jr.  Mary McMurray Belk(8) attended Winthrop College, from which she received a teacher's degree.  She was a public school teacher.


Henry Craig Belk, Jr.(8) was born May 18, 1927.  He married Wilma Lee Rousey.  He served four years in the Navy in World War II.  He worked for Seaboard Railroad.


Ralph W. Belk(8) was born September 8, 19__.  He married Nettie Jewell Funderburke, July 1, 1949.


Lander Carlisle Bates (7) was born January 30, 1902.  He married Willie Lee Lanier, March 13, 1923.  They had one child, Lander Carlisle, Jr. born December 21, 1924.  Lander Carlisle Bates(7) worked for the Seaboard Railroad many years and was superintendent of the Northern Division in Florida.


Mary Yoder Bates(8) was born January 31, 1904, and died June 10, 1948.  She Married James Ollie Byrd.  They had one child, Margaret Lee.

Margaret Lee Byrd(8) was born  September 21, 1934.  She married Marvin Gregory.

Sara Edmonia Bates(7) was born October 12, 1906, and died October 5. 1908.

Dorothy Dell Bates(7) was born June 29, 1909, and died February 14, 1937.  She married Wade E. Barber, February 19, 1932.  They had one child, Virginia Dell.

Virginia Dell Barber(8) was born August 9, 1935.  She married Norris Rumfeldt. 

Willie Lee Bates(7) was born November 7, 1911.  She married Henry Huckabee, October 15, 1947.  Their children were Henry Clay, Jr., born January 12, 1950, and Glenda Fay, born November 1, 1953.

Lucia Montfort Bates(7) was born July 1, 1914 and died February 15, 1966.  She married William Shannon Lachicotte, January 25, 1943.  Their children were Mary Shannon, born June 11, 1944; William Shannon, Jr., born inn April 1948; and Lucia Montfort Bates, born in March 1953.

Ruth Elizabeth Bates(7) was born September 3, 1916. She married William Clarence Harper.  Their children were Judith Patricia, born January 15, 1940, and Thomas Tobias, born October 31, 1948.

Sue Frances Bates(7) was born December 7, 1919.  She married Ney Killough, October 15, 1939.  Their children were Bates, born July, 1940; Joe, born December 13, 1943; Edward, born August 8, 1945; Grier, born January 15, 1950; and Janet Sue, born February 6, 1957.

John William Bates(7) was born December 27, 1921.  He married Maxine Johnson.  He attended college two years and spent six years in the Navy.  He worked for the Seaboard Railroad. 

2. Clyde Ernest Yoder(6) was born October 13, 1883 and died October 20,1921.  He married as his first wife Victoria Collier; as his second, Pearl Martin; and as his third wife, Helen Edwards, born May 25, 1886.  She died December 28 1945.  One child, Clyde Edward, was born to the last marriage.  For many years Clyde Ernest Yoder(6) was a telegrapher for the Seaboard Railroads.  He attended Lenoir College one year.  He was a Mason, member of Woodmen of the World, and of the Methodist Church. He and his last wife are buried in Abbeville(S.C.) Cemetery.

Clyde Edward Yoder(7) was born March 17, 1922, and married Billie Claire Couther, April 2, 1950. She was killed in an automobile accident, April 28, 1955.  He then married Clara Thompson Highsonett, December 24, 1957.  Their children were Roy Gerald, born October 3, 1958; Heidi, born December 17, 1959; Clyde Edward, Jr., born November 2, 1960; and Gibson Calvert, born April 15,1962.  Clyde Edward Yoder(7) was graduated from Clemson College with a B.S. degree in Civil Engineering, and from Johns Hopkins University, with M.S. degree in Sanitary Engineering.  He served in Combat Engineers in World War II in Europe and Africa.  He was employed as an Architectural and Civil Engineer by E. I. Dupont de Nemours and Company.  He was a registered Professional Engineer.

3.  Cecil Randolph Yoder(6) was born August 16, 1885 and died June 5, 1943.  He is buried in Van Wyck Cemetery.  He married Cora Middleton, December 26, 1906.  Their Children were Myrtle Lee, Jim ( who died in infancy)' Julius Middleton, Mary Matilda, Cecil Randolph, Jr., Clyde Helen, Sammie, and Robert Tillman.  Cecil Randolph Yoder(6) was a merchant and farmer.

Myrtle Yoder(7) was born August 14, 1909.  She married Carter Dobson, March 14, 1927.  Their children were Betty Jean, Marion Carter, George Carter, and Linda Anne.

Betty Jean Dobson(8) was born March 16, 1928.  She married Joe Bath, August 2, 1947.  Their children are Joseph King, born November 17, 1945; Phillip Eckley, born March 28, 1952; and Elizabeth Jean, born May 26, 1955.

Marion Carter Dobson(8) was born August 19, 1933.  She married Stover Mackey. Their children are Teresa Denise, born April 2, 1950, and Cheryl Lee, born November 9,1955.

Julius Middleton Yoder(7) was born July 10, 1913.  He married Joe Eva Morris, November 22, 1936.  Their children were Julia Frances, born October 25, 1937; Cecelia McBride, born August 12, 1941; Julius Middleton, Jr., born November 8, 1945; and JoAnn, born April 8, 1953.

Mary Matilda Yoder(7) was born September 30, 1915.  She married Lt. Col. Leroy Hammond Adams.  They had one child, Leroy Hammond, Jr., born January 26, 1941.

Cecil Randolph Yoder, Jr.(7) was born July 27, 1917.  He married Lois Burns Williamson, October 20, 1940.  Their Children were Peggy Carr, born December 4, 1943; Ida Louise, born February 3, 1949; Rebecca Ann, born April 11, 1951; and Helen Burns, born January 17, 1954.  Cecil Randolph Yoder, Jr.(7) served in the U.S. Army, Asiatic Theater, with great distinction during World War II.  He was wounded and was awarded Good Conduct, Purple Heart, and Bronze Star medals.  He worked for many years as General Manager and Secretary-Treasurer of a Production Credit Association in North Carolina.

Clyde Helen Yoder(7) was born September 4, 1920.  She married Shirley Lickey, March 3, 1944.  Their children were Stephen Edgar, born June 18, 1947; and Randolph Harrison, born May 12, 1952.

Sammie Yoder(7) was born June 5, 1923 and died August 14, 1924.

Robert Tillman Yoder(7) was born April 24, 1924.  He married Eunice Starnes.  Their children were  Catherine Anne, born November 26, 1949; Robert Tillman, Jr., born June 28, 1951; and Patricia Mae, born March 25, 1954.

4. Julius Herman Yoder(6) was born October 24, 1887, and died October 16, 1957.   He married Barbara Rudisill, July 15, 1926, who died March 8, 1939.  Both are buried in Van Wyck Cemetery.  Their children were Julius Herman, Jr., and John Franklin.  Julius Merman Yoder(6) attended Lenoir College three years and graduated from Atlanta Conservatory of Music.  He taught music many years and later worked for a music publisher in New York City.  He was a veteran of World War I and served in France.  He retired in 1955 and built a home in Van Wyck, which he named "Heart's Delight."  The author was Herman's roommate in college for three years, and pays this tribute to his dear cousin:  "He was truly a Christian gentleman in every respect."  Herman's wife, Barbara, was a graduate of Lenoir College, and accomplished musician, and taught music in several colleges before her marriage.

Julius Herman Yoder, Jr.(7) was born January 9, 1930.  He married Hannelore Goy, of West Germany.  Their children were Linda Jane, born March 27, 1951; James Franklin, born January 11, 1954; and Kenneth Carl, born November 27, 1956.  He served for a number of years in the U.S. Air Force and worked later as a radio technician.

John Franklin Yoder(7) was born May 30, 1932.  He married Gayle Diane Iorii, July 27, 1957.  He graduated from Georgia Institute of Technology with a degree in Aeronautical Engineering, and later worked towards an M.S. degree.  He worked for Lockheed Aircraft Corporation.

5.  Henry Tillman Yoder(6) was born September 2, 1889, and died September 11, 1946.  He married Sara Martin.  Their children were Sara Wren and Jean Burton.  Henry Tillman Yoder(6) attended Lenoir College one year.  He was a shoe salesman  and held several responsible positions with a leading shoe manufacturing firm that operated in nine different states.  He traveled as an auditor over a considerable part of the United States.

Sara Wren Yoder(7) was born May 13, 1914, and died July 27, 1955.  She married W. C. Hudson, March 7, 1935.  Their children were Henry Haynes, born June 7, 1936, and Judy Elizabeth, born March 13, 1940.

Jean Burton Yoder(7) was born February 14, 1922.  She married Irvin Morris Smith.  Their Children were Barbara Jean, born May 22, 1946; Marion Rene, born September 1, 1953; and Judy Louise, born June 28, 1955.

6.  Kirk McRoy Yoder(6) was born June 4, 1891, and died April 2, 1950.  He is buried in Van Wyck Cemetery.  He married Edna Mae Hyatt, June 15, 1912.  Their children were Kirk McRoy, Jr., David, James Burton, and Edna Mae.  Kirk McRoy Yoder(6) attended college two years, studying agriculture.  He farmed and held a position for several years with the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Kirk McRoy Yoder, Jr.(7) was born July 21, 1913.  He married Mamie Lenora Rodden, December 7, 1937.  Their children were Betty Lenora, Edwin McRoy, and James Donald.

Betty Lenora Yoder(8) was born July 23, 1938.  She married William J. Kimbrell, July 15, 1960. They had one child, William J., Jr., born March 28, 1963.

Edwin McRoy Yoder(8) was born October 17, 1940.  He married Nancy Sigmon, October 10, 1963.  They had two children, Cynthia Louise, born October 17, 1965; and Micael Edwin, born January 13, 1968.

James Donald Yoder(8) was born October 12, 1942.  He married Nancy Lee Knoble, February 29, 1964.  They had two children, James Donald Jr., born February 24, 1965; and Deborah Sue, born August 1, 1967.

David Monroe Yoder(7) was born May 31, 1915.  He married Beannis Funderburke, November 21, 1937.  Their children were Mary Ann and David Monroe, Jr.

Mary Ann Yoder(8) was born November 13, 1938.  She married Bob Aaron Teems, July 2, 1959.  Their children were Martin Rhett, born December 16, 1963; David Roy, born June 24, 1965; and Laura Bea, born April 16, 1968.

David McRoy Yoder(8) was born March 13, 1940.  He married Pricilla Lane Tuttle, December 13, 1958.  They had one child, Pamela Denise, born January 26, 1961.

James Burton Yoder(7) was born July 22, 1917 and died April 17, 1965.  He never Married.  He served with the U.S. Army Signal Corps in World War II.


Edna Mae Yoder(7) was born July 13, 1919.  She married James Ellsworth Mason, October 28, 1943.  They had two children, Judith Edna, born February 2, 1945; and Susan Tilghman, born October 13, 1954.

Judith Edna Mason(8) was born February 2, 1945.  She first married Acie Andrew Oliver, Jr., July 28, 1963.  They had one child, Melissa Dawn, born March 4, 1964.  Judith Edna Mason(8) married as her second husband, Julius Eugene Spears, November 10, 1967.  They had one child, Ryan Eugene, born July 5, 1968.

CHAPTER XX

FLORENCE I. YODER RAMSEUR(5), 1860-1935

Florence Irene Yoder(5) was born December 24, 1860, and died November 19, 1935.  She married David Ramseur, who was born September 6, 1850 and died January 2, 1929.  Both are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  Their children were Lawrence Milton, Willie Malcom, Lee Loretz, Rosa Anna, Henry Elizabeth (Bettie), George Andrew, Mary Laura, Linda Lucean, Nina Wray, David Henry, and Rebecca Isabel.

Florence Yoder Ramseur(5) was a gracious, kindly woman, noted for the warm hospitality of her home.  The author remembers many pleasant visits to her home and the welcome she always gave to all of her nieces and nephews.  Here fine Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners were always long remembered.  She was first a member of Grace Lutheran Church, but later became a member of the Baptist Church, to which here husband belonged.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grand children

1.  Lawrence Milton Ramseur(6) was born July 18, 1880, and died July 19, 1957.  He married Hattie Lucretia Whitener.  Their children were Grace Louise and Mary Elizabeth.  Milton Ramseur(6) was a farmer and later a restaurant operator.  He was a member of Hendersonville Grace Lutheran Church.  He is buried in Hendersonville Cemetery.

Grace Louise Ramseur(7) was born January 4, 1902.  She married Hoyt M. Lippard, December 27, 1922.  They had one child, Carroll.  


Carroll Lippard(8) was born August 8, 1923.  He married Sara Ford, June 29, 1947.  Their children are Leslie Ford, born August 28, 1948; Ann Elizabeth, born January 7, 1950; Robert Carroll, born January 19, 1952; and Margaret Kimbrall, born August 15, 1955.

Mary Elizabeth Ramseur(7) married Raymond Rhodes.  Their children were Charles Raymond, Jr.(8), born August 2, 1942; and Robert Lawrence, born April 12,1948.

2. Malcom (Mack) Ramseur(6) was born February 5, 1882 and died October 19, 1962.  He is buried in Asheville Green Hill Cemetery.  He married Ada Elmore, June 25, 1913.  They had no children of their own, but adopted a daughter, Louise.  Malcom (Mack) Ramseur(6) attended Lenoir College one year.  He was first a store clerk, and then railway brakeman and railway conductor for the Southern Railroad.  He was a member of the Baptist Church.

3.  Lee Loretz Ramseur(6) was born June 26, 1884, and died July 25, 1962.  He married Ora Dale Baker, March 27, 1909.  Both were members of the Baptist Church and are buried in Sharon Memorial Park, Charlotte.  Their children were Loretz Leon and Helen Irene.  Lee Loretz Ramseur(6) was first a farmer with his father, and later for many years employed by Duke Power Company, in its transportation division, from which he retired as assistant superintendent.

Loretz Leon Ramseur(7) was born December 14, 1910.  He married Sara Kornegay, December 8, 1945.  Their children were Loretz Leon, Jr., born February 10, 1948; and Margaret Dale, born February 14, 1950.

Helen Irene Ramseur(7) was born October 17, 1913, She married Samuel Jasper Marley, Jr., September 16, 1950.

4. Rosa Anna Ramseur(6) was born August 4, 1886.  She married Cephas Anthony, April 19,1905.  He died December 31, 1939 and is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  Their children were David, Louise, George, Hazel, Richard, and Florence.  Rosa Anna Ramseur(6) attended Lenoir College one year.  After her marriage she joined the Lutheran Grace Church, to which her husband belonged.  She has been a most devoted member and worker in her church.  She has also been very active in helping make the annual Yoder Reunion held at Grace Church a success.  She was a kindly and gracious woman, noted for her good disposition, and liked by everybody.

David Abraham Anthony(7) was born May 20, 1906.  He first married Vena Maude Isenhour, in 1935.  She died October 13, 1960.  Their children were Brenda Eve, born November 17, 1942; Paula Rosann, born January 29, 1947; and David A., Jr., born September 25, 1951.  In 1961, Davis Anthony(7) married as his second wife, Minnie Pearl Weaver.  Her children were Joyce Weaver, John Franklin Weaver, and Camilla Weaver.

David Anthony(7) graduated from Lenoir Rhyne College and has long been one of the leading high school teachers in Catawba County.  He has managed a farm along with his teaching.  He has taken a great interest in the Yoder Reunion and was for a number of years President of the Yoder Reunion Association.

Ila Louise Anthony(7) was born July 18, 1908, and married Ernest Franklin McNeely, October 12, 1945.  He died April 19, 1965.  They had no children.  Ila Louise Anthony(7) was a graduate of Lenoir Rhyne College.  She was a teacher in the Lincolnton Public Schools for many years.  She was a very active member of Grace Lutheran Church.  She always assisted her mother, Rosa Anthony(6), and her brother, David Anthony(7), in making the arrangements for the annual Yoder Reunion.  She was a great help to the author in furnishing information on the Ramsour and Anthony families.

George Andrew Anthony(7) was born November 9, 1909, and died September 1, 1911.  He is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.

Hazel Dale Anthony(7) was born March 26, 1912, and married Carl Washington Lutz, June 5, 1935.  Their children were Betty Arlene, born April 28, 1937; Anthony Eugene, born May 2, 1941; Judy Rosa, born November 22, 1943; and Lois Dale, born March 11, 1949.  Hazel Anthony Lutz(7) attended college.

Betty Arlene Lutz(8) married Calvin Baker, February 3, 1962. 


Anthony Eugene Lutz(8) married Nancy Pardue, June 1, 1959.

Judy Rosa Lutz(8) married Julius Dodd Linker, June 25,1965.

Lois Dale Lutz(8) married James Merrell, July 8, 1967.

Richard Ramseur Anthony(7) was born December 15, 1915.  He married Dixie Lois Isenhour, December 24, 1939.  Their children were Richard Ramseur, Jr., born November 14, 1940 (now deceased); and Phillip Ray, born March 12, 1942.

Florence Irene Anthony(7) was born September 20, 1921.  She married Harry Gallimore, September 12, 1945.  Their children were Patsy Irene, born April 2, 1946; and Joyce Mabel, born April, 1950.

5.  Elizabeth (Bettie) Ramseur(6) was born December 3, 1888. She married William Love McGill, April 5, 1916.  He died January 21, 1945, and is buried in Rosemont Cemetery, Newberry South Carolina.  He was a member of the Reformed Presbyterian Church.  Their children were Florence and William Love.  Elizabeth Ramseur McGill(6) attended Mars Hill College one year.  She was known and loved by everybody for her smiles, hearty laughter, sweet disposition, and beauty.  At school she was the favorite among all her schoolmates.  In her later years she bore and affliction with patience, good spriit, and without complaint.

Florence L. McGill(7) was born January 31, 1917.  She first married Charles Douglas Crimp, December 21, 1941, who was killed in Sicily, July 15, 1943, in World War II.  They had one child, Priscilla, born September 17, 1942.   Florence Crump(7) married her second husband, James P. Hickson, June 8, 1947.  Their children were James P., Jr., born August 8, 1948; and Clifford Alexander, born November 11, 1950.  Florence L. Hickson(7) was a college graduate and a social worker.

William Love McGill, Jr.(7) was born February 2, 1925, and married Nancy Thomas December 9, 1951.  They had one daughter, Kimberly Ann, born April 29, 1954.

6. George Andrew Ramseur(6) was born February 11, 1891, and died November 30, 1891.

7.  Mary Laura Ramseur(6) was born October 16, 1892.  She married John Sidney Shuford.  He died January 3, 1963.  Their children were Joe, Sidney, George, Daniel, and Phillip.  Mary Laura Ramseur(6) attended Mars Hill College one year.

8. Linda Lucean Ramseur(6) was born May 20, 1895.  She married Julius Shuford.  He was killed in a car accident near Weslace, Texas, December 19, 1963.  Their children were Julius Wilfong, born August 6, 1920, and Elizabeth Ramseur, born August 8, 1922.

Julius Wilfong Shuford(7) married Alyce Debring.  Their children were Bud Wesley, Davis Lee, Julie Anne, Kelly Warren, and Elizabeth Ann.

Elizabeth Ramseur Shuford(7) married Guy a Richhart.  They had one child Guy A., Jr.

9.  Nina Wray Ramseur(6) was born November 3, 1897.  She married Harry Coulter, December 26, 1923.  Their children were Harry Duard and Catherine.  Nina Wray Ramseur(6) was first a member of the Baptist church, but later became a member of St Paul Lutheran Church, Startown.

Harry Duard Coulter(7) was born March 16, 1925.  He married Helen Mason, August 16, 1952.  Their children were Stuart Mason, born May 5, 1955; and Mary Lynn, born June 6, 1957. 

Catherine Bryan Coulter(7) was born November 22, 1927.  She married Gerald Lehman Turbyfill, October 8, 1950.  Their children wee Deborah Gail, born December 16, 1951; Gerald Michael, born February 23, 1954; and Martha Catherine, born June 4, 1955.

10. David Henry Ramseur(6) was born October 20, 1899 and died in 1941.  He was a member of Grace United Church of Christ, Newton, and is buried in Newton Eastview Cemetery.  He married Lois B. Herman, October 27, 1925.  They had one child, Joe David.  David Henry Ramseur(6) was a veteran of World War I.  He was ill much of the time during the last years of his life and spent much time in the Veterans' Hospital at Oteen, near Asheville.

Joe David Ramseur(7) was born February 19, 1930.  He married Susan Stearns, June 5, 1953.  Their children were David, born June 10, 1954; and Susan Elizabeth, born February 25, 1957.

11. Rebecca Isabel Ramseur(6) was born July 5, 1902.  She married Clyde Michael, September 23, 1928. They had one child, Evelyn.  Rebecca Isabel Michael(6) was a member of the Baptist Church in Charlotte.

Evelyn Ramseur Michael(7) was born September 2, 1930.  She married Joe Luther Bookout, April 7, 1950.  Their children were Joe Luther, Jr., born October 29, 1952; and Rebecca Sue, born August 27, 1955.

CHAPTER XXI

COLIN MONROE YODER(5),  1863-1953

Colin Monroe Yoder(5) was born July 30, 1863, and died March 8, 1953.  He married Emma Clementine Yoder(5), a second cousin, December 3, 1885, who died July 1, 1951.  Both are buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  They were first members of Grace Lutheran Church and in later life members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.  Their children Stella, Freed Roy, Clara Bele, Lucy Emma, Monroe Craig, Rosa Rebecca, Annie Laura, Edwin Moses, Ward Herman, John Yates, and Sterling Hubert.

At 15 years of age Colin M. Yoder(5) became a member of Grace Lutheran Church.  For 35 years he was Secretary of th Congregation.  After he moved to Hickory in 1921, he and his wife transferred their church membership to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in that city.  Colin M. Yoder(5) was a member of the Church Council of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church for a number of years, and taught a Sunday School Bible Class, till within a few years of his death.

Colin M. Yoder(5) was a farmer, school teacher, public official, and local community political leader in his lifetime.  He was educated first in the public and private subscription schools of the time.  Then he attended Catawba College in Newton parts of three years.  He and his neighboring roommate, Dan Whitener, "batched," taking their food from their homes and preparing their own meals.  He often told his children that sometimes their food ran short, and that all they had to eat was stale bread and sorghum molasses.

He began teaching at 17 years of age in the old free schools which usually ran only three to four months in the year.  This was the slack farm season.  He taught 43 years in these schools, during the late fall and winter.  He always read extensively.  He was regarded by neighbors as one of the best educated men in the township.  Often, he was visited by men seeking some kind of information or needing a solution to an arithmetic problem.

Farming was his main occupation.  In 1886 he bought a 52 acre tract of land still in original timber.  He built for himself and his wife first a one-room house, which was added to three times to become a nine-room house, as his family increased.  At first he began to clear up a few acres, rented some land from an adjoining neighbor, and began farming operations.  He often remarked, "When a fellow begins in the woods, he has ato strike many a lick."  He inherited about 20 acres of adjoining land from his father.  Over the years he bought three more adjoining tracts amounting to about 70 acres.  Then in 1904 he bought another farm of about 100 acres a few miles from his original home tract.  He usually had one or two tenant farmers helping in his farming.


He was a practical, progressive farmer.  He tried to make all his farming "pay" in the long run.  He always followed a system of crop rotation with diversified farming.  He liked nothing more than to take a worn-out piece of land or farm, clear out the weeds, briars, and bushes, fill up washing gullies, increase the size of the fields, ploy deeper, plant various kinds of clover and grasses, and bring the land back to a state of good production.  He continued farming operations of this kind until he was 85 years old.

He loved good horses, was an excellent horse master.  Next to his family, his horses were his greatest joy and pride.  The most pleasant farm experience of the author was in helping take care of the horses, breaking the young ones, riding, driving, and keeping them well groomed.  The happiest day of all for the author was when beautiful, white-footed, star-faced Belle, finest horse in the township, foaled little bay fill, Bess, that was to be his very own.  No filly ever had better care.  She grew up to be a beautiful dappled bay, and became a fine riding and driving horse. For fifteen years she was the author's most satisfying part of farm life.

For ten years Colin M. Yoder(5) also operated a small pottery shop, in addition to farming and teaching.  This shop was bought with a 34 acre tract of adjoining land.  He developed a market for pottery jars, crocks, and jugs, among country-, hamlet-, village-, and small town, stores in three adjoining counties, which he always called the "Brushy Mountain Country."  For five and six months in the year, he was part of the time on the road in covered wagon, delivering his pottery.

In the late 1880's and early 1890's when farm prices dropped to 5 cents a pound for cotton, 20 cents a bushel for corn, 25 cents a bushel for wheat, only a few cents a pound for chickens and hogs, Coin M. Yoder(5) and a number of his neighbors formed a local chapter of the North Carolina Farmers' Alliance and Industrial Union.  This organization had a program for improvement of farm life, especially its economic aspects.  In 1892 the Alliance joined with a number of other organizations to form the Populist Party, which in 1894 fused with the Republican Party in Catawba County and North Carolina, against the conservative Democrats, who had been long in power.  The combination was often called the Fusionist Party.  Colin M. Yoder(5) became one of the leaders of the Populists, often stumped the county, speaking in country school houses and other public places, defending Populism, and urging the election of Populist and county Fusionist candidates.  He engaged in debates with Democratic and Republican speakers, usually skilled lawyers. Although he often "butchered the King's English" in his debating, he could well hold his own with his adversaries.

For a number of years he was County Chairman of the County Fusionist Executive Committee.  He persisted in his efforts to retain and gain adherents to the Populist Party till 1910, with only a few of the old Populists in the County still going along with him.  Finally in the early spring of 1910, he announced, through three local newspapers, that he was giving up Populism and returning to the Democratic Party.  The daily Charlotte Observer, taking note of his announcement, wrote an editorial calling him, "The Last Wheelhorse of Populism in North Carolina."

When the first Democratic Convention he attended was called to order, one of the leading Democrats was recognized, and he arose and stated that there was present a new face, missing for a good many years, and the crowd began to yell, "Speech, speech!"  The old Populist Warhorse was ready for them.  He stood up, six feet tall, with his heavy flock of striking, curly hari, and in sharp, clear, penetrating voice, easily heard throughout the courtroom said: "Well, I am back here with you in the Democratic Party again, with no apologies to make.  Since you fellows have finally caught up with me, I will be glad to have you now go along with me in the Democratic Party."  His "fellow Democrats" that he had often lambasted for 18 years in his speaking campaigns throughout the county shouted, and laughed, and gave him tremendous applause.  For the next twenty years he back in the county biennial political campaigns speaking for the Democratic candidates.

Like his father, Col. George M. Yoder(4), he loved politics, and public life.  He served for many years as a magistrate, presided over many trials, was one term county commissioner, and for six years was county tax supervisor.  He often battled power companies and other corporations over fair and equitable assessment of their properties.  In appeals of the companies to the State Tax Commission, he was always upheld in his assessments. 

Because of his close association with members of the slowly rising post-Civil War Republican Party in the county, during his 18 years as a Populist and Fusionist leader, he developed a close friendship with many Republicans in the county.  Although he was a man of very strong political convictions, he was tolerant with those who disagreed with him in politics.  He never abused Negroes in his campaigning for political advantage.   He never allowed his own children to ridicule and humiliate Negroes.   In 1900 when the disfranchising suffrage amendment, with its famous grandfather clause, was the red-hot issue in the campaign, he spoke and voted against the amendment, because, he said, it was unjust discrimination against the Negro race.  He also held that it was not fair to disfranchise a man, black or white, because he had not had the opportunity to learn to read and write.

Three Negro families worked on his farms for a span of 60 years.  Negroes often said, "We always like to work for Mr. Colin.  He treats us right."  The author remembers how, many times, when Negroes without money came to get help from his father and mother, his parents went to the corn crib, or  sweet potato house, or smoke house, or chicken house, or spring house, and got provisions for them.  None in need were ever turned away.

The strongest lifetime desire and passion of Coin M. Yoder(5) ws for Education.  Often in discussing public questions with the members of his family, he said:  "You can't argue against ignorance."  Also, he often said: "Educate a boy and you have an educated man, but educate a girl and you have an educated family."  For 43 years of his life he taught in the public schools of Catawba County.  He worked for longer school terms and for better school facilities.  He took the lead in 1906 and 1907 in trying to consolidate his own school district with an adjoining district.  A decade later he was one of the leading citizens of his township, who helped in bringing about the consolidation of all the small one- and two-room schools of the township and the establishment of a consolidated township school, with a four-year high school, at Blackburn.

He sent ten of his children to Lenoir Rhyne College, where nine of them received degrees, or certificates in special fields of study.  For twenty years one or more of his children were enrolled in the College.  One year, six of his children were in attendance at the College at the same time.  During the time he was sending his children to college, the only source of income he had was from his small farms, consisting of about 125 acres of cleared land.  He and his wife worked hard, went without home conveniences and comforts, to save money to help educate their large family of children.

At his death the Hickory Daily Record, in an appreciative editorial paid him the following tribute:

"Catawba County has lost one of the most revered citizens of 


the Hickory area in the passing of pioneer Colin Monroe Yoder, 


nonagarian. . . .

"Colin Monroe Yoder may be said to have made greater 


contributions in the field of public education than any 
other 


Catawban of his time.  He led the fight more than a quarter 


of a century ago, by which Blackburn consolidated school was 


established. . .

"Mr. Yoder was a teacher of the 'old school' inasmuch as he 


continued his farming operations along with his educational 


services. . .

"A devout Christian and good citizen in every respect, the 


life of this hardy individual who linked the pioneer life with the 


present, should serve as an inspiring example to thousands of 


persons who knew him and came into contact with his wholesome 
influence."


Emma Clementine Yoder(5), wife of Colin M. Yoder(5) and his second cousin, was a woman of great energy, industry, and 
ability.  Although her education was limited to the old, public, free schools of her day, she had an agile mind and considerable wit.  She could spell and pronounce correctly every word in Webster's Blue-Back Speller.  Her children, as they grew up, often tried to "trip" her on many of the difficult words in the speller.  But when they could not even pronounce the words correctly in the book, she would do so quickly from memory, and spell the words correctly.  She taught all her children how to read, sitting at her side as she busily sewed or knitted socks and stockings.  In addition to raising a large family of eleven children, she did most of her own house work, looked after poultry, milked cows, canned fruits and vegetables, washed clothes, made many of the clothes for her children, and sometimes in the busy cultivating and harvesting seasons, went to the fields and helped with the farm work.  She was a woman of strong convictions and positive personality.  She had a fine soprano voice and often sang sacred hymns as she worked, and as she rocked her babies to sleep in her arms or in the cradle.  She was a kindly, charitable neighbor, especially to families in need.  She shared generously the products of garden, orchard, spring-house, and smoke-house.  Her reputation for making good butter and tasty light bread was well known through the community.  During the last ten years of her long life she was confined to her bed and wheel-chair, but she bore her physical disability with patience and fortitude.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren

1. Stella Yoder(6) was born July 18, 1887 and died July 31, 1969.  She married John W. Stroup, June 6, 1920, who died July 5, 1967.  Both are buried in Gaston Memorial Park.  They had no children, but Stella Stroup(6) helped raise and educate three step-children of her husband-Hugh Stroup, George Stroup, and Kate Stroup.  Stella Yoder Stroup(6) was a graduate of Lenoir College and a public school teacher for many years.  She was a member if the Gastonia Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and very active in church work.  She taught a Woman's Bible Class 26 years.  She was also active in women's club work and took many prizes at county fairs for her displays of canned fruits and vegetables and various kinds of needle work.  She took a leading part in the Yoder Reunion Association, served as President and Secretary of the Association, and helped raise funds for the Conrad Yoder(1) monument and fencing the Old Yoder Cemetery.

2. Fred Roy Yoder(6), author of this History, was born December 12, 1888.  He married Wilma Porter, June 22, 1923.  Their children were Hubert Howard, Thomas Woodrow, and Alice Elaine.  Fred Roy Yoder(6) was a graduate of Lenoir College.  He received an M.A. degree from the University of North Carolina and a Ph.D. degree from the University of Wisconsin.  He also studied in the University of Missouri to years and in the University of London two terms.  He was awarded an honorary LL.D. degree by Lenoir Rhyne College.  He was a high school teacher for four years and a college and university teacher for more than fifty years.  He was first a member of the Lutheran Church and later the 

United Church of Christ.  He was a veteran of World War I, serving in France and Germany, and of World War II.

Hubert Howard Yoder(7) was born August 19, 1925.  He received degrees in Pharmacy and Veterinary Medicine from Washington State University, and an M.D. degree from Basel University Switzerland.  He was a medical specialist in Pathology.  He was a veteran of world War II.

Thomas Woodrow Yoder(7) was born April 23, 1927.  He married Marian McCoy, August 20, 1960.  Their children were Thomas P., born April 8, 1952; Katherine Ann, born December 8, 1953; and Kristine D., born November 30, 1957.  Thomas Woodrow Yoder(7) was a graduate of Washington State University, and received a law degree from the University of Chicago.  He was a lawyer, practicing in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  He was a member of the Methodist Church.  He was a veteran of World War II.

Alice Elaine Yoder(7) was born October 16, 1933.  She married Russell A. Zakarison, June 6, 1953.  Their children were Elizabeth Elaine, born October 18, 1955: Marcia Lee, born January 28, 1957; Eric Arvid, born September 30, 1958: and Kristine Alice, born April 14, 1961.  Elaine Yoder Zakarison(7) was a graduate of Washington State University and as Assistant director of the Pacific Coast Region.

3.  Clara Belle Yoder(6) was born January 4, 1891, and died August 1, 1966.  She married John William Cable, who died October 4, 1964.  Both are buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery, Greensboro, North Carolina.  They had one child, Annie Lee.  Clara Belle Cable(6) attended Lenoir College four years and received a certificate in art.  She attended several summer schools at the University of North Carolina.  She taught in the public schools a number of years.  She was a member of the Lutheran Church.

Annie Lee Cable(7) was born January 21, 1920.  She married Warren J. Vestner, December 22, 1945.  They had one child, Patricia Ann, born January 28, 1951.  Annie Lee Cable(7) was a graduate of the University of North Carolina (Greensboro).  She was a member of the Methodist Church.

4. Lucy Emma Yoder(6) was born July 30, 1892, and died from an automobile accident in Chicago, September 9, 1933.  She married Rev. C.O. Lippard, who was killed in the same accident.  Both are buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  They had no children.  Lucy Emma Lippard(6) and her husband, were graduates of Lenoir College.  Lucy attended several summer schools at the University of North Carolina.  She taught in the public schools for a number of years.  She and her husband were members of the Lutheran Church.  Her husband received a B.D. degree from Columbia Lutheran Theological Seminary.

5.  Monroe Craig Yoder(6) was born December 7, 1893, and died May 11, 1959.  He is buried in Catawba Memorial Park, near Hickory.  He married Ethel Setzer, June 30, 1921.  Their children were Harold Monroe and Juanita Katherine.  Monroe Craig Yoder(6) was a graduate of Lenoir College, received an J.A. degree from the University of  Virginia, and did advanced work in Science at the Sorbonne, in Paris, the University of North Carolina, and Duke University.  He was awarded an honorary LL.D. degree by Lenoir Rhyne College.  He was in business a few years selling batteries.  But most of his life he was a teacher at Lenoir Rhyne College, Chairman of the Department of Biology, and Secretary of the faculty for more than thirty years.  He was a member of St. Andrews Lutheran Church and a teacher of a Sunday School Bible Class for 32 years.  He was a veteran of World War I, serving in France.

Harold Monroe Yoder(7) was born November 23, 1922.  He married Salena Frances Kime, October 20, 1951.  Their children were Eric Monroe, born October 30, 1952; Frances Kathryn, born February 17 1954; William Craig, born August 19, 1956; and Mary Ann, born July 14, 1958.  Harold Monroe Yoder(7) was a graduate of Lenoir Rhyne College, did graduate work at University of North Carolina, and received the B.D. degree from Gettysburg Lutheran Theological Seminary.  He was a Lutheran minister, a hospital chaplain, and a supervisor of Clinical Pastoral Education.  He was a veteran of  World War II.

Juanita Katherine Yoder(7) was born March 16, 1924.  She married Charles David Colvard, October 28, 1951.  Their children were Catherine Mary, born April 6, 1954: Carl Edward, born September 13, 1955; Anne Wiley, born August 4, 1957; Elizabeth Monroe, born April 6, 1960; and John David, born October 15, 1962.  Juanita Katherine Yoder(7) was a graduate of Lenoir Rhyne College and studied Religious social work in Gettysburg Lutheran Theological Seminary.  She was a religious worker for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, in Hickory, for several years before her marriage.

6.  Rosa Rebecca Yoder(6) was born August 16, 1895.  She married Sidney Michum, June 29, 1919.  Their children were Dennis Elvin and Dulcie Lorraine.  Rosa Rebecca Michum(6) attended Lenoir College four years and taught school for a short while.  She was first a member of the Lutheran Church, and later of the Disciples of Christ.

Dennis Elvin Michum(7) was born April 28, 1920.  He married Thelma E. Speacker, October 3, 1942.  They had two children: Dennis E., Jr., born November 20, 1955; and Suzanne Denise, born April 30, 1960.  


Dennis Elvin Michum(7) graduated from University of Iowa with a degree in Business Administration.  He has held business positions in Iowa and California.  He was a veteran of World War II.

Dulcie Lorraine Michum(7) was born September 14, 1926.  She married Kenneth D. Bishop, November 3, 1951.  Their children were Shauna Jean, born March 15, 1952, and Mark Douglas, born March 2, 1958.  Dulcie Lorraine Michum(7) was a graduate in social work from the University of Iowa.  She was a social worker for a number of years.

7. Annie Laura Yoder(6) was born January 12, 1897, and died December 10, 1967.  She was a member of the United Church of Christ and is buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  She attended Lenoir College for four years, then took nurse's training and practiced her profession for many years.  She worked for a while for the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company.  She also sold cosmetics for a number of years.  She never married, and lived in the home with her father and mother, and helped take care of them in their last years.

8.  Edwin Moses Yoder(6) was born August 11, 1899.  He married Myrtice Logue, July 25, 1928.  Their children were Edwin and James.  Edwin Moses Yoder(6) was a graduate of Lenoir College and received an M.A. degree from the University of North Carolina.  He was a high school teacher and for many years Superintendent of Schools of Mebane.  One of the schools in the Mebane system is named for him.  He was a veteran of World War I.

Edwin Milton Yoder(7) was born July 18, 1934.  He married Mary Jane Warwick, November 1, 1958.  Their children were Anne Daphne, born August 9, 1959; and Edwin Warwick, born July 27, 1963.  


Edwin Milton Yoder(7) was a graduate of the University of North Carolina (Chapel Hill) and was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University, England, for two years.  He was a brilliant and gifted journalist and held responsible editorial positions on the Charlotte News and the Greensboro Daily news.  He is now (1969) Associate Editor of the latter paper.  He also taught in the University of North Carolina (Greensboro).

James Coin Yoder(7) was born January 3, 1943.  He married Elanor Ruth Hunter, June 25, 1965.  Their children were Colin M., born February 23, 1966, and Kelvin Rhyne, born September 21, 1968.  James Colin Yoder(7) received a degree in Business Administration from the University of North Carolina (Chapel Hill). He was a claims adjuster for an automobile insurance company for a number of years.

9.  Ward Herman Yoder(6) was born February 3, 1901, and died January 24, 1942.  He is buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  He married Annie Sigmon, July 27, 1929.  They had one child, Doris Ann.  Ward Herman Yoder(6) attended Lenoir College and Elon College.  He was a piano tuner and a musical instrument salesman.

Doris Ann Yoder(7) was born July 6, 1931.  She married Robert H. Triplett, March 28, 1951.  Their children were Robert Harrison, born June 1, 1952; and Mark Yoder, born May 8, 1955.  Doris Ann Yoder(7) attended Lenoir Rhyne College one year, after which she transferred to Ohio University where she received a degree in music.  She later returned to Lenoir Rhyne College to receive her teacher certification.  She was a gifted musician.

10.  John Yates Yoder(6) was born December6, 1902.  He married Leah Miller, December 27, 1926.  Their children were Elizabeth (Bettie), John, and Nancy.  John Yates Yoder(6) was a graduate of Lenoir College.  He taught school for several years, sold life insurance for a few years, and for many years was a R.F.D. mail carrier.  He lived close-by his father and mother in Hickory, helped look after them in their declining years, and also his sister, Annie, in her last years.  He was a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, and seved on the Church Council a number of years.

Bettie Marie Yoder(7) was born November 1,1928.  She married Ralph M. McKinnis, May 8, 1949.  Their children were David Ralph, born December 18, 1952; Beverly Ann, born May 18, 1955; and William Keith, born September 1, 1957.  Bettie Marie Yoder(7) received a degree from Lenoir Rhyne College and did graduate work in Appalachian State University.  She was a teacher in the Hickory public schools.

John Yates Yoder, Jr. (7) was born October 13, 1930.  He married Theresa Norris, August 17, 1954.  Their children were Susan Annette, born July 3, 1955; Sandra Carolyn, born august 28, 1956; John Yates III, born August 20, 1957; and Sharon Theresa, born November 5, 1958.  John Yates Yoder, Jr.(7)  was a graduate of Lenoir Rhyne College and of Columbia Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary.  He was a Lutheran minister and served in a number of Lutheran pastorates in North Carolina.  He was President of Lenoir Rhyne College Alumni Association, 1968-1969.

Nancy Carolyn Yoder(7) was born July 25, 1949.  She married James L. Cilley, II, January 26, 1969.  She attended the University of North Carolina at Greensboro and at Raleigh.

11, Sterling Hubert Yoder(6) was born October 9, 1904, and died December 29, 1920 from a gunshot wound in a hunting accident.  He is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.

CHAPTER XXII

ENLOE MICHAEL YODER(5), 1879-1948


Enloe Michael Yoder(5), youngest son of Col. George M. Yoder(4), was born September 17,1879, and died July 7, 1948.  He married Hettie Dietz,  April 1, 1916, who died February 16, 1956.  Both were members of Grace Lutheran Church and are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  Their children were Helen Elizabeth, Richard, and Jack.  Enloe Michael Yoder(5) attended the free public schools; and then Lenoir College one year.  The author who was in school with him two years, remembers how apt he was in arithmetic and spelling.  He was much the best pupil in the school in all subjects.  Many of the pupils who were having difficulty with arithmetic went to him to get help solving  their problems.  He was always most generous in helping them.

Enloe M. Yoder(5) was a farmer, surveyor, and taught school one year.  As a young man, he learned surveying from his father.  He also took a correspondence course in surveying.  He was elected county surveyor four terms.  He built up a wide private practice in surveying in Catawba County and several adjoining counties.  He divided his time between farming and surveying.

As the youngest son in the family, he inherited a considerable part of his father's land.  He took care of his parents in their old age.  He also helped care for his older sister, Ann, in her last declining years.


He was an ardent believer in education and sent his three children to Lenoir Rhyne College.  During the last ten years of his life, he was chairman of the Catawba County Board of Education.  He spent considerable time in helping administer the consolidated school system of the county.  He took a special interest in getting consolidated and better schools for the country Negro children.


As a young man, Enloe M. Yoder(5) was always very active in organizing parties, picnics, singings, and other recreational events for the young people. He was at his best in calling the numbers for the square dances that were much in vogue in his day.  He was always the main leader in recreational activities of the young people.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren

1.  Helen Elizabeth Yoder(6) was born July 7, 1917.  She married Rev. L. Clement Hahn.  Their children were Lester Clement, Jr.; Rachel Elizabeth; Gerald Michael; and John Allen.  Helen Yoder Hahn(6) graduated from Lenoir Rhyne College and received a Master's degree from Appalachian State University.  She was a bright young woman.  She  received several awards to attend special summer schools for advanced work in social studies.  She long held a responsible position as a teacher of social studies in the Hildebran High School.  She was an active church worker and local community leader.  She was a great assistance to the author in furnishing information for this History.

Clement Hahn, Jr. (7) was born March 1, 1943.  He married Juanita Hawkins, June 28, 1964.  They had one child, Kenneth Dale, born April 13, 1966.  L. Clement Hahn, Jr.(7) was an accountant.

Rachel Hahn(7) was born April 3, 1944.  She married Gary Paul Elmore, March 20, 1965.  They had one child, Philip Terence, born September 8, 1965.  Rachel Hahn(7) attended college three years.  She was secretary for broadcasting station WLOS-TV.

2. Richard E. Yoder(6) was born May 1, 1919.  He married Elsa M. Parrish, March 1, 1946.  Their children were Kathleen, born December 21, 1946; and Richard E., Jr., born November 29, 1949.  Richard E. Yoder(6) attended Lenoir Rhyne College for some time.  He was an airline pilot and flight engineer.  He was a civilian pilot instructor during World War II.

3. Jack A. Yoder(6) was born October 12, 1926.  He married Phyllis Furr, August 12, 1949.  Their children were Gregory Lynn, born February 7, 1951; Gloria Denise, born July 18, 1953; and Teresa Diane, born December 8, 1957. Jack A. Yoder(6) was an airplane pilot.  He served in the U.S. Air force and obtained the rank of Major.  He flew to all parts of the world inspecting Air Force Bases.

CHAPTER XXIII

CYRUS YODER(4), 1828-1865

Cyrus Yoder(4), son of Michael Yoder(3), was born August 5, 1818 and died February 8,1865.  He is buried in the Oakwood Cemetery at Camp Douglas, Illinois  He  married Elizabeth Leonard, February 11, 1855.  She was born in 1831 and died August 7, 1907.  She was a member of Grace Lutheran Church and is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  Their children were Lee, Peter, and Lervick.

Cyrus Yoder(4) was a farmer.  He inherited land from his father.  A few years before he entered the Confederate Army, he built a substantial frame house only a few feet from the log house of his father, Michael Yoder(3). His son Peter Yoder(5) inherited and lived in the house until around 1925.

Cyrus Yoder(4) was inducted into the Confederate Army in 1862, was first sent to a training camp near Statesville, was there elected as a state guard, and then sent to Camp Holmes near Raleigh.  His company was engaged in battle between Kinston and Goldsboro, where the whole command was captured.  He was next paroled and sent home, and while at home had a severe case of pneumonia.  When he recovered, he was ordered to Camp Vance near Morganton.  In 1864 his command was again captured and was sent to Camp Douglas, near Chicago.  He was sick most of the time in camp and again was attacked with pneumonia, from which he died February 8, 1865, at the age of 36.  His war experiences illustrate what happened to many Civil War soldiers on both sides of the conflict.

Children


1.  M.A. Lee Yoder(5). See Chapter XXIV.

2.  Peter R. Yoder(5).  Se Chapter XXV.

3.  Lervick Yoder(5) was the youngest son of Cyrus Yoder(4).  He never married.  Early in life he moved with his mother to Weaverville, near Asheville.  Much of his life he was engaged in buying and selling horses and mules.  For a few years he operated a small livery stable in Asheville.  He died in Weaverville and is buried in the cemetery there.

CHAPTER XXIV

MICHAEL ANDREW LEE YODER(5), 1856-1924

Michael Andrew Lee Yoder(5) was born April 6, 1856, and died November 2, 1924.  He first married Martha Abernathy, who was born September 23, 1860, and died March 10, 1884.  Their children were Cyrus, Lester, and Lilly.  After the death of his first wife, Lee Yoder(5) married Susan Abernathy, a sister of his first wife.  Their children were Meta, Ellis, Bonnie, Viola, Eva, Grady, Zeb, Clara, Sally, Jennie, Scruggs, Dallas, and Dorothy.


Lee Yoder(5) and his two wives were members of Grace Lutheran Church and are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.


Personally, 

Lee Yoder(5) was a jovial man with a keen sense of humor.  He especially liked to tease his nephews.  He was a kindly, sympathetic man.  The author remembers, with deep appreciation, how, when he returned from Europe at the end of World War I, his "Uncle Lee," on meeting him on the street in Hickory, put his arm around him, and with tears in his eyes and deep emotion, said, "Fred, I am certainly glad to see you back.  I never expected to see either one of you (the author and his brother, Craig) come back alive."

Lee Yoder(5) was an ardent Democrat.  He liked to discuss politics and took a keen interest in county, state, and national campaigns.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren


1.  Cyrus Nolan Yoder(6) was born January 2, 1880, and died in 1966.  He is buried in Oroville Cemetery, California.  He first married Myrtle May Moorhead, February 4, 1912.  Their children were Earl Edward and Ralph Henry.  Cyrus Nolan Yoder(6) married as his second wife Elsa E. Meyers, September 2, 1952.  As a young man, Cyrus Nolan Yoder(6) worked on his father's farm and as a teamster for neighboring farmers, lumbermen, and wagoners.  In 1902 he went to Texas and later to California.  He became skilled in judging timber and in later years was a lumber inspector.

The author remembers Cyrus Nolan Yoder(6) as an industrious and forthright young man.  He attended school with him at the Old Yoder School in the 1890's.  He remembers with gratitude how his cousin helped him in arithmetic, geography, history, and spelling.

Earl Edward Yoder(7) was born November 11, 1913.  He married Grace May Summers, July 4, 1943.  Their children were Grace Erlene, born July 13, 1947; and Dorothy Anne, born June 22, 1950.  Earl Edward Yoder(7) was a marine engineer aboard ships during World War II.  He worked later as a stationary engineer for the Westinghouse Electric Corporation.  He served in World War II as a Master Sargeant Engineer.  

He has been especially interested in Yoder family history and has assisted the author in gathering facts about Yoders in Europe and the United States.

Grace Erlene Yoder(8) was born July 13, 1947.  She married Owen Paul Mielcarek, December 22, 1967.  They have one child, Owen Paul, Jr.

Ralph Henry Yoder(7) was born January 24, 1918.  He married Dorothy Marie Wilson, April 4,1942.  They had one child, Carol Elizabeth, born September 28, 1944.

Carol Elizabeth Yoder(8) married Robert Lee Jacobs, December  14, 1963.  They had two children, William Lee, born July 15, 1964:  and David Arthur, born April 26, 1967.

2.  Leslie Ray Yoder(6) was born August 18, 1881, and died January 1, 1954.  He is buried in Beaumont (Texas) Cemetery.  He married Sarah Alice Drake, September 30, 1907.  They had two children, Willie Andrew, and Edith Irene.  Leslie Ray Yoder(6) worked on his father's farm and as a teamster for neighboring farmers for a number of years.  He went to Texas in 1902 and lived in that state the rest of his life, following railroading.

Willie Andrew Yoder(7) was born September 23, 1908.  He married Martha Kathleen Hensley, December 4,1932.  They had one child, Willie Andrew, Jr.

Willie Andrew Yoder, Jr.(8) was born September 28, 1934.  He married Carol Ann Pollard, December 18, 1954.  Their children are Vivian Kathleen, born April 25, 1956; Willie Andrew, III, born January 5, 1958; and Mary Louise, born May 7, 1960.

Edith Irene Yoder(7) was born January 27, 1911.  She married Calvert R. Welch, June 22, 1935.  They had one child, Calvert Rogers, II, born November 26, 1946.

3. Lillie Catherine Yoder(6) was born February 24, 1884, and died September 17, 1965.  She is buried in Portland (Oregon) Cemetery.  She married Alfred Martin West.  They had one child, James Alfred.

James Alfred West(7) was born February 3, 1913.  He married Dorothy May Shaffer, September 8, 1935.  Their children were Roger Alfred, born July 12, 1940; Robert James, born November 15, 1942; and Colleen, born March 23, 1948.

Roger Alfred West (8) was born July 12, 1940.  He married Judy Cox, July 31, 1965.

4. Meta Ida Yoder(6) was born November9,1887 and died July 29, 1956.  She is buried in Wesley Chapel Cemetery.  She attended Claremont College one year.  She was a trained registered nurse and practiced her profession in North Carolina and in her later years in California.


5. Robert Ellis Yoder(6) was born February 6, 1888, and died Mar 4, 1964.  He is buried in Wesley Chapel Cemetery.  He never married.  He was a farmer.

6. Bonnie Yoder(6) was born August 23, 1890, and died June 1, 1913.  She is buried in Wesley Chapel Cemetery.  She never married.

7.  Viola Lee Yoder(6) was born May 5, 1892 and died in 1969.  She never married.  She lived on one of the homesteads of her parents with two of her younger brothers and helped maintain their home.

8.  Eva Junie (Evelyn) Yoder(6) was born March 15, 1894.  She married Lee Seitz.

9.  Peter Grady Yoder(6) was born June 29, 1895, and died August 9, 1965.  He is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  He married Lizzie Kate Ashebranner in 1920.  Their children were John Stanley, Harold Nick, Elizabeth Catherine, and Grady Lee.  Peter Grady Yoder(6) was a farmer, carpenter, and contractor.  He was a veteran of World War I.

John Stanley Yoder(7) was born September 3, 1921.  He married Elizabeth Cline, June 15, 1946. Their children were John Stanley, Jr., born October 16, 1947; and Glenda Darnell, born September 29, 1948.

Harold Nick Yoder(7) was born November 12, 1922.  He married Helen Smith, April 6, 1946.  Their children were Susan Catherine, born September 19, 1948; and Harold Nick, Jr., born June 28, 1953.

Elizabeth Catherine Yoder(7) was born April 1, 1924.  She married William Dawson.  Their children were Michael, born September 9, 1948; and David, born July 1, 1957.

Grady Lee Yoder(7) was born March 29, 1925.  He died July 17, 1953, in a Marine airplane accident.  He is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  He married Martha Louise Jones, January 11, 1950.  Their children were Bonita Louise, born April 23, 1951: and Grada Lee, born April 1, 1954.

10.  Zeb Yoder(6) died in early childhood and is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.

11. Clara Kate Yoder(6) was born December 24, 1899.  She married Robert Hatley.  Their children were Richard, Evelyn, and Robert.

12. Sarah Rebecca (Sally) Yoder(6) was born July 10, 1901.  She married M. Cunningham.  They had no children.

13.  Jennie Ida Yoder(6) was born November 29, 1902, and died April 24, 1943.  She is buried in Wesley Chapel Cemetery.  She married Dalton Abernathy Whitener, June 24, 1932.  They had one child, Nancy Carolyn.

Nancy Carolyn Whitener(7) married Charles Cromwell Hughes, Jr., June 21, 1958.  Their children were Jennie Leigh, Nancy Carolyn, and Charles Cromwell.

14. Samuel Scruggs Yoder(60 was born July 2, 1904, and died June 14, 1963.  He is buried in Wesley Chapel Cemetery.  He was never married.  He was a farmer and mechanic.

15. Dallas Milan Yoder(6) was born February 7, 1906.  He never married.  He was a farmer and lived with his unmarried sister, Viola, and helped take care of her.

16.  Dorothy Aldine Yoder(6) was born March 11, 1909.  She married Fred Moore.  They had no children.

CHAPTER XXV

PETER R. YODER(5), 1858-1930

Peter R. Yoder(5) was born August 19, 1858, and died September 21, 1930.  He married Sarah Seitz, who was born February 4, 1863, and died February 11, 1905.   Both were members of Grace Lutheran Church and are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  Their children were Bessie, Florence, Eugene, Louella, Oliver and Edgar (twins), Herbert, Alma, Lowell, Phillip, and Sterling.

Peter R. Yoder(5) was a farmer, cattle buyer and butcher, and horse dealer.  He inherited land from his mother's estate, and bought other tracts of land adjoining his own.  He inherited the home site of his parents and lived in the frame house built by his father, Cyrus Yoder(4), before the civil War.  Close-by was the old Michael Yoder(3) log house, built and formerly lived in by his grandfather, which he used for a storage room.

For a number of years, Peter R. Yoder(5) in partnership with Alfred P. Yoder(5), bought beef cattle and butchered them, and sold beef on standing order in the town of Brookford.  The two of them traveled over several townships, calling at farm homes, and purchasing beef cattle to meet their standing beef orders.

Peter R. Yoder(5) was a good judge of horses, liked ood horses, treated them well, and often bought, sold, and traded horses.  He knew the history and chief qualities of almost every horse and mule for miles around.

For a number of years, Peter R. Yoder(5) served on the local school board of the Yoder School.  He had a keen interest in school affairs, and took pride in helping to keep the school house and grounds in good condition.  He sent several of his children to Lenoir College.

In the last few years of his life Peter R. Yoder(5) was partially paralyzed and bedridden.  He bore his affliction patiently, without bitterness or complaint. He had always been a jovial man, with a keen sense of humor, and liked to joke with his friends, especially with the pleasant visits in his home.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren

1. Bessie Yoder(6) was born March 1, 1882.  She first married Peter L. Ward.  Their children were Yoder, Paul, Sarah, Roberta, and Glenn.  After the death of her first husband, Bessie Yoder Ward(6) married Wade Whisnant.  She attended Lenoir College one year.  She was long a member of  Grace Lutheran Church.

2. Florence Seitz Yoder(6) was born December 11, 1883, and died in 1895.  She is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.

3.  Raymond Eugene Yoder(6) was born January 8, 1886, and died December 25, 2966.  He was never married.  He attended Lenoir College for a semester.  He was a railway express worker and later worked as a farmer with his brother, Phillip, with whom he lived for more than 30 years.  He was a member of Grace Lutheran Church and is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.

4. Jettie Louella Yoder(6) was born October 1, 1887.  She married Norris Baker.  Their children were Louie, Floyd, Marie, Willard, Mott, and Olin.  She was first a member of Grace Lutheran Church and later of Sardis Lutheran Church.

5.  Edgar Theodore Yoder(6) was born November 1, 1889.  He married Marie Epsy Whitener.  Their children were Hugh and Gerald.  Edgar Theodore Yoder(6) was a farmer.  He was a member of Grace Lutheran Church.

Hugh Weston Yoder(7) was born April 24, 1913.  He married Mae Hicks.  Their children were Ronald and Jerry.

Gerald Murray Yoder(7) was born February 13, 1917.  He married Maynell Burris, July 29 1939.  Their children were Mary Rose, Ann Joy, and Ted Murray.

6. Oliver Theodore Yoder(6), twin brother of Edgar Theodore Yoder(6), was born November 1, 1889, and died October 27, 1923.  He married Dessie Heavner.  Their children were Edna Earle, born October 2, 1916; Howard Keith, born December 29, 1917; Oliver Theodore, Jr., born April 24, 1919; and Hildred Florence, born  February 28, 1922.

Howard Keith Yoder(7) married Virginia Adams as his first wife.  Their children were Ramona Ann, born July 28, 1941; and Robert Howard, born December 25, 1942.  Howard Keith Yoder(7) married as his second wife, Hettie Teague Long.

Ramona Ann Yoder(8) married James Rhett Walker.  They have two children.

Robert Howard Yoder(8) married Barbara Krueger.  They have two children.

Oliver Theodore Yoder, Jr.(7) married Joyce Jacqueline Yoder(7).  Their children were Barbara Jean, born January 13, 1941; Wayne Oliver, born March 14, 1948; and Tony Randall, born June 8, 1962.  Oliver Theodore Yoder, Jr.(7) was a textile worker.

Barbara Jean Yoder(8) married Ralph J. Yelton as her first husband.  Their children were Sandra Jean, born September 8, 1960, and Ricky James, born January 30, 1963.  Barbara Jean Yelton(8) married as her second husband Fred Barger.  They have one child, Karen Denise, born November 21, 1967.

Wayne Oliver Yoder(8) married Kay Hedrick.  They have one child, Tina Lynette, born October 6, 1968.

7.  Herbert Lee Yoder(6) was born October 7, 1891.  He married Anne Terrell.  Their children were Raymond, Sarah, and Emma.

8.  Alma Rebecca Yoder(6) was born June 27, 1893, and died November 23, 1958.  She is buried in Monticello Memorial Park at Charlottsville, Virginia.  She married Lester Johnson.  They had one child, Lestine.

9. Lowell Peter Yoder(6) was born May 31, 1896 and died in 1944.  He is buried in Hickory Oakwood Cemetery.  He married Flossie Whitener.  Their children were Wendell, Joy, Lowell, Jr., Mary, and Myrese Katherine.  Lowell Peter Yoder(6) was a mechanic.

10.  Phillip Loy Yoder(6) was born June 2, 1899 and died May 23, 1960.  He was a member of Grace Lutheran Church and is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  He married Parthine Rockett.  They had one child, Dennis.  Phillip Loy Yoder(6) was a farmer and cattle dealer.  He took care of his ailing father, Peter R. Yoder(5) during the last few years of his life, and inherited his parents' homestead.  

11.  Sterling Olan Yoder(6) was born January 31, 1905.  He has lived in Roslyn Height, Long Island, New York, where he married and raised a family of four children.

PART THREE: DAVID YODER(2) AND DESCENDANTS   

CHAPTER XXVI

DAVID YODER(2), 1770-1864

David Yoder(2), third son of Conrad Yoder(1), was born April 3, 1770, and died July 14, 1864.  He married Elizabeth Reep, born in 1771, and died October 31, 1846.  Both were members of Grace Lutheran Church and are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  In 1963, their descendants replaced the eroding marble tombstones with a fine granite monument.  Their ten children were Conrad, Adolphus, David, Solomon, Eli, Andrew, Betty, Sarah, Catherine, and Fanny.

In 1794, David Yoder(2) inherited from the estate of his father 130 acres of land lying on both sides of Jacob's Fork River.  He soon entered some State land himself, adjoining his own tract, bought and sold several other tracts, and then built a log house on his land about where the old R.F.D. mail route, running from ear David Rameur's place, to near Colin M. Yoder's(5) place, crossed the branch coming down by the Rhoney School.  He erected on this small stream mills for grinding corn and working flax, which were patronized by surrounding pioneer farmers.

About 1815, he sold his farm lands on Jacob's Fork River and boubht a 300 acre tract of land on Potts Creek, about two miles south of Grace Church.  Here he settled down for the rest of his life, and followed his occupations of farmer, brick mason, and cabinet maker.  He lived a long, useful, worthy life, dying at the age of 94.

David Yoder(2) and his family were first members of Grace Reformed Church until 1838, when they left the Reformed Congregation over the question of admitting slaves to the church services, and joined the Grace Lutheran Congregation.  Most of David Yoder's(2) descendants from that time to the present have been Lutherans.

In March 1859, David Yoder(2) made his will, giving all his land--about 300 acres--to four of his children, Andrew, Elizabeth, Sarah, and Fanny, who were then living with him on his homestead.  The will provided that the four of them were to furnish "decent support" to his disabled daughter, Caroline, who was "not able to take care of herself."  The land was bound for her support during her natural lifetime.  In addition, the four were to pay $100 each, for a total sum of $400, distributed as follows: $200 to the children of his son Solomon Yoder(3); @150 to his son David Yoder(3); $25 to his son Adolphus Yoder(3): $25 to his son Conrad Yoder(3); all the balance of the personal property to his three daughters, Elizabeth, Sarah, and Fanny; and two notes on his son Eli, amounting to $275.32, due in 1837, to his son Eli.

Children


1. Conrad Yoder(3) was in the War of 1812 and served under the command of General Andrew Jackson.  Some years later, following the War, he went to Indiana, to his Uncle Jacob Yoder(2), and married one of his daughters, Polly Yoder(3).  He raised a family in that state and in later years moved to Andrews County, Missouri, where he died and is buried.

2. Adolphus Yoder(3), also served in the War of 1812 with his brother, Conrad. At the close of the War he enlisted in the United States Army as a regular.  There is no record of his ever returning to the community in which he grew up.

3.  David Yoder(3) married Ruth Wilson. See Chapter XXVII.

4.  Solomon Yoder(3) married Sallie Seagle.  See Chapter XXVIII.

5. Eli Yoder(3) married a Miss Detter and moved to Tennessee, where he lived and died.

6.  Andrew Yoder(3) married Anna Kistler.  See Chapter XXXV.

7.  Betty, Sarah, Catherine, and Fanny never married.  They lived till death on the old homestead with their brother Andrew.  They are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.

CHAPTER XXVII

DAVID YODER(3), 1799-1897


David Yoder(3) was born in 1799 and died in 1897 at the age of 98.  He married Ruth Wilson in 1827.  He and his wife were members of Old Thessalonica Baptist Church and are buried in the cemetery of that old church site.  Their graves are unmarked and no longer identifiable.  Their children were Frank and Elisha (both dying in childhood), Ruth, Labba (Letitia) and Juliann.

Ruth Wilson Yoder, wife of David Yoder(3), inherited land from her father's estate on Potts Creek, and later she and her husband bought the shares of other embers of the Wilson family, who had moved to the state of Tennessee.  David Yoder(3) was a farmer and a cooper.  He lived quietly with his family, somewhat remote from the main highways, and "off the beaten tracks."  The fine oak woodland on his farm supplied him with the timber for the staves used in his cooperage shop.

The two log houses and the barn which David Yoder(3) built in the early 1820's were still standing in 1968.


The two houses, one a combined kitchen and dining room, and the other the main house, were to separate buildings, a few feet apart (picture p. 124).  These log houses and the barn are some of the last surviving buildings of the early Yoders in North Carolina.  Only the old Michael Yoder(3) log house, converted into a garae in the 1920.s and since entirely abandoned, is older than the David Yoder(3) buildings.

Two of David Yoder's(3) unmarried daughters lived on the old homestead and in the two log houses until their deaths in the 1920's.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren

1.  Ruth Yoder(4) died in the middle 1920's and is buried in Old Thessalonica Cemetery.  She never married.

2.  Labba  (Letitia) Yoder(4) married Laban Hoover.  They had one child, Leo N. Hoover(5), who married Rachel Leatherman.  Their children were Asa, Perry, Lillie, and Mary.  Leo N. Hoover(5) always called him "the best shoe maker in the whole country."  The author, as a small boy, with his older sisters, was taken annually, in the early fall, to Leo Hoover's home and shoe shop, where careful foot measurements were taken and shoes tailor-made to order.  The author many times took shoes to Hoover's shop for repair.  Strange it seems now, that at that time he never knew his own Yoder family was related by kin to Leo N. Hoover(5) and his family.

Willie Asa Hoover(6) was born March10, 1878, and died July 28, 1967.  He married Anna Elizabeth Yount, who was born August 11, 

1874, and died August 5, 1941.  Their children were Gwyn W. Hoover(7), born October 11, 1903,  married Ruby Bolen, who died January 13, 1957; Lyda Blanche Hoover(7), born May 23, 1905,  married Cornelius de Vries; Edna A. Hoover(7), born August 6, 1908, married Harry Lee Yoder; Hazel Leona Hoover(7), Born August 30, 1910, married Robert H. Hoke, who died April 7, 1957:  Walter A. Hoover(7), born October 12, 1914, married Edna Lee; Catherine Isabell Hoover(7), born August 20, 1916, married Kelly Page; Eva Louise Hoover(7), born June 1918,   married Ray McRarie; George Napoleon Hoover(7), born June, 1920, first married Emma Dean Suggs, and as second wife, Mamie Brackett; Antha Elizabeth Hoover(7), born October 11, 1923, married Francis H. Smith; and Hallard E. Hoover(7),  born March 26, 1925, and married Tressie May.

Perry Andrew Hoover(6) was born in 1879 and died in 1964.  He first married Blanche Cline, and after her death, Ada Propst. Their children were Luther Lee Hoover(7), who married Annie Jones; Bonnie Mae Hoover(7), who married Ray Poovey; Ben Hoover(7); Martha Hoover(7), who married Wesley Whisnant; Phillip Hoover(7), who married Jewel Martin: and Laura Hoover(7), who married Muriel Flowers.

Lillie Genolea Hoover(6) was born October 18, 1891, and married Edgar Lee Dagerhardt, January 13, 1912.  Their children were Dorothy Helen, born July 20, 1919; Emma Faye, born October3, 1924, and married Tilden A. Brooks; and Betty Jean, Born Sept. 4, 1931, and married Rihard D. Converse.

Mary Glenn Hoover(6) married Clarence Dagerhardt.  Their children were Earl Alexander, Lillie Pauline, Vance Everette, Ralph Willie, Mary Elizabeth, and Catherine Louise.

Earl Alexander Dagerhardt(7) was born August 12, 1914, and died January 3, 1946. He married Pauline Detter, October7,1938.  Their children were Norlette, born June 29, 1940; Vicki, born January 30, 1942; Elaine, born June 25, 1945; and Earl Alexander, Jr.

Lillie Pauline Dagerhardt(7) was born March 20, 1917.  She married Fred B. Cline.  They had one child, Fred B., Jr.

Vance Everette Dagenhardt(7) was born December 8, 1922 and Married Ernestine Webb.

Mary Elizabeth Dagerhardt(7) was born September 26, 1929 and married  Marshall Wilkinson.

Catherine Louise Dagerhardt(7) was born March 17, 1932 and married Wade Herman.

3.  Juliann Yoder(4) died in the 1920's and is buried in Old Thessalonica Cemetery.  She never married.

CHAPTER XXVIII

SOLOMON YODER(3), 1805-1854

Solomon Yoder(3), son of David Yoder(2), was born May 17, 1805, and died October 12, 1854.  He married Sarah Seagle, September 25, 1832, who died December 4, 1874.  Both were members of Daniels Lutheran Church and are buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.  Their children were Alfred, Daniel and Mary (twins), Emeline, Eliza, Sarah, John, David, Adolphus, Laban, William, and Robert.  See picture p. 127.

Solomon Yoder(3) was a farmer and carpenter.  His son Daniel A. Yoder(4) in his autobiography" (p. 129) refers to his father as "helping to build a new courthouse in Lincolnton."

David Yoder(2) left by his will to the children of Solomon Yoder(3), $200 in cash.  In 1823, the children of Solomon Yoder(3) sold to their brother, William Yoder(4), their shares of the 128 acres of land they had inherited from their father, for $909.

Children

1.  Alfred Yoder(4) was born May 9, 1833, and was killed in the Civil War at the Battle of Corinth, Mississippi, October, 1862.

2. Daniel Yoder(4).  See Chapter XXIX.

3. Mary Yoder(4), twin sister of Daniel A., was born October 5, 1834, and died September 26, 1931.  She was a member of Daniels Lutheran Church and is buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.  She never married.

4. Emeline Yoder(4) was born September 29, 1836, and died July 26, 1927.  She was a member of Daniels Lutheran Church and is buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.  She never married.

5.  Eliza Yoder(4) was born June 30, 1838, and died February 24, 1907.  She first married Dan Heavner and later, Michael Petrie.

6.  Sarah Yoder(4) was born May 8, 1840, and died in 1921.  She first married Martin Shedal and later, Daniel Wyant.  She is buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.

7. John Yoder(4) was born in 1842, and died in 1927.  He moved to the state of Illinois and died in that state.  He is buried in Decatur, Illinois.

8.  David Yoder(4). See Chapter XXX.

9. Adolphus Yoder(4) was born in 1846, and died in 1926.  He moved to Kansas and died in that state.

10.  Laban Yoder(4) was born January 18, 1849, and died in 1930.  He moved to Illinois and died in that state.  He is buried at Decatur, Illinois.

11.  William Yoder(4).  See Chapter XXXII.

12.  Robert Anderson Yoder(4).  See Chapter XXXVI.

CHAPTER XXIX

DANIEL A. YODER(4), 1834-1927

Daniel A. Yoder(4) was born October 5, 1834, and died January 6, 1927.  He first married Ellen Fulbright, who was born in 1836 and died in 1874.  Their children were Laura Minta, Alfred M., and Charles M.  Daniel A. Yoder (4) married as his second wife Mary Jane McCaslin, who was born in 1839, and died in 1927.  Their children were Robert Emmett and Mary Kate.  Daniel A. Yoder(4) and his second wife were first members of Grace Lutheran Church, but in later life members of Daniels Lutheran Church.  Both are buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.

Daniel A. Yoder was a farmer.  He was a devout Lutheran, and lived a truly Christian Life.  He was a kindly man and loved by all who knew him.  For many years he taught a Sunday School class at Grace Church.  In controversial discussions he was always calm and restrained.  He was a Civil War veteran.

Toward the end of his life he wrote a brief autobiographical sketch of his life for The Lincoln County News.  His own short life story reveals so well the conditions under which most Yoders in North Carolina lived between 1840 and 1890, that the author has asked permission of his granddaughter, Margretta Seagle(6), to reproduce it in this History as a major part of his life sketch.

TIME

An Autobiography

(By D. A. Yoder, Sr.)

The link between the restless present and the more quiet times of my boyhood days is fast lengthening out.  Though eighty-eight years old I still like to mingle with the wonderful things of life; but am moderate in enjoying them.  The shades of evening cannot be ver distant from me.  It is said that "advanced years bring increased leisure, and time employed is life enjoyed," which is true only in good health.  While I am feeling well I will write this sketch, beginning with my school boy days.  I was a small boy when I first went to school with my oldest brother and my twin sister.  I remember the little log school house with 3 small windows, a rock chimney and a wide fireplace.  There was no blackboard on the wall, and our seats were pegleg slab benches.

This was before the free school system of N.C. was established, it was a community school, the teacher being employed and paid by the patrons.  There was no system, no district, no committee, and teachers were not examined, though any one who could write a legible hand and make goosequill pens for the pupils, was considered qualified to teach.  Just look back for a moment to see the contrast between the present and the past.  When I was a boy Lincoln extended from the Catawba River north of Hickory, to the S.C. line near Kings Mtn.; when the towns of Newton, Hickory, Dallas, and Gastonia, did not exist; and Lincolnton was a little old town in which cattle roamed at will on the streets and hogs rooted and wallowed in mudholes on the Court Square.

I was born in Lincoln County and lived in it the greater part of my life, though I remember we once lived in Catawba a few years, then back in Lincoln again yet never moved from the old home place.

When I was a boy perhaps in my teens, I witnessed the hanging of Langford in Lincolnton for the murder of his wife, the allows was erected near the river west end of town.  I don't remember dates, only events which made impressions on my mind that time has never erased.

I remember that my father was at work that day on the Court House recently pulled down.

I first saw Charlotte when I was between 20 and 25 years old, traveled with team on plank road from Lincolnton, carried flour packed in barrels which I made myself.  There was no railroad to Charlotte then and very few in the state.  Travel was by stagecoach and horse back, and mails were carried in the same way.  The Tennessee farmers drove their pork hogs across the mountains by way of Ashville on through Lincolnton to Charlotte selling them on the way as they traveled.

My father died at the age of 49 years, I being 20 and second oldest of twelve children.  I remained with mother and family until I was twenty-five years old.  Then I desired to see more of the world.  My first adventure was on horseback, a trip across the Blue Ridge Mountains to visit an uncle in East Tennessee.  The next trip from home was an overland trip to Texas in Company with Col George Hedick, L.A. Hoyle of Lincoln and Jacob Rhyne of Gaston County, who emigrated to Texas with their families in 1859.  We traveled with wagons and teams and were two months on the way.

I floated around Texas two years, seeking a fortune but failed to find it.  I was in Texas when the first shot was fired on Fort Sumter opening the war between the states in which I took an active part in the Confederate Army and realized the hardships and horrors of war. I was a member of Co. A 10th Texas and fought under command of Gen. Bragg in Kentucky and Gen. Jo. Johnson in Tennessee and Georgia in the army of Tennessee.

When the war ended I was thirty years old and penniless and ver much discouraged.  Then I turned a new leaf in life.  I married and sent to work in real earnest to obtain a  living by farming, though I never had a strong ambition for hard work just for the fun of the money, but necessity urged me and it was a case of "root hog or die."

When I was twenty one years old began to work for myself, I was with the class that mowed the wild grass meadow along Potts Creek with the old time Dutch Sythe for 50¢ per day, and cradled wheat for $1.00 per day in the longest and hottest days in June when days were more than eight hours long.

Thanks to the man who invented the mower, the reaper and binder.

I have lived to see some of the wonderful inventions and discoveries which have transformed the earth--the telegraph, the telephone, the wireless, the aeroplane and the automobile.

The world has rushed on with giant strides.  It seems that I have lived several centuries in one.  Providence has been kind to me, I have enjoyed fairly good health all my life.  I have tried to take the world easy in its mad rush to obtain the things that perish.  I still look straight to the front and try to keep step to the music to the time, let it be

"Yankee Doodle" or  "Dixie."

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren

1.  Laura Minta Yoder(5) was born November 9, 1866, and died April 4, 1964.  She married William M. Seagle, born December 29, 1861 and died June 4, 1948.  Their children were Mary Ellen, Rosa Emeline, Katie Ethel, John Franklin, Daniel Alexander, Lois Perl, Alfred Michael, Laura Margretta, and Sara May.

Mary Ellen Seagle(6) was born September 24, 1888, and died July 1, 1969.  She married William A. Reep.  They had one child, Loy Luther Reep(7) born September 2, 1900.  Who married Akley Heavner.

Rosa Emeline Seagle(6) was born April 28, 1890 and died July 19, 1962.  She married Robert C. Carpenter they had one child, Vera Inez Carpenter, born November 27, 1913.

Katie Ethel Seagle(6) was born November 18, 1891.  She married Samuel C. Carpenter.  Their children were Samuel Charles, Jr., born November 8, 1920 and never married; Claudia Margaret, and Mary Minta.

Claudia Margaret Carpenter(7) was born September 28, 1923.  She married Benjamin W. Kilpatrick.  Their children were Benjamin W. Patrick(8), born November 15, 1953.

Mary Minta Carpenter(7) was born March 9, 1921.  She married Jack S. Moore.  Their children were Jack S. Moore, Jr.(8) born August 17, 19__;  Ronald C. Moore(8), born May 14, 1954(deceased May 1969); and Kathy Blanche Moore(8), born June 26, 1958.

John Franklin Seagle(6) was born June 3, 1893.  He married Edith Leonard.  They had no children.

Daniel Alexander Seagle(6) was born July 30, 1895.  He married Johnsie C. Hoke.  Their children were Daniel  A., Jr.: Conrad McClean Seagle(7), born February 22, 1921; John Max, and David Know.

Daniel A. Seagle, Jr.(7) was born April 17, 1917.  He married Marie Weaver.  Their children were Daniel A. Seagle, III(8), born May 21 1944; Joyce Marie Seagle(8), born March 4, 1946; Curtis A. Seagle(8), born September9, 1947; and Carol Ruth Seagle(8), born October 9, 1948.

John Max Seagle(7) was born July 21, 1927.  He married Alice Parker.  They had one child, Mary Ann Seagle(8).

David Know Seagle(7) was born August 5, 1930.  He married Evangeline Harwell.  Their children were David Knox Seagle, Jr.(8), born October 20, 1954; Denise Harwell Seagle(8), born October 3, 1957; and another son.

Lois Pearl Sagle(6) was born October 9, 1899.  She married Douglas A. Craig. Their children were Robert Harold, William James Craig(7), born March 14, 1921; Mildred Estelle, Hazel Gertrude, Vera Jean, and Alfred Bryan.

Robert  Harold Craig(7) was born January 26, 1920.  He married Faye Teague.  Their children were Douglas Arthur; Robert Teague Craig(8), born June 2 1946; and Catherine Elizabeth Craig(8), born September 20, 1953.

Douglas Arthur Craig(8) was born April 19, 1943.  He married Sylvia Seckler.  They have one son, Antonio Craig (9).

Mildred Estelle Craig(7) was born April 21, 1922.  She married Herbert Gates. Their children were Gregory Gates(8), born November 5, 1951;  David Alan Gates(8), born July 26, 1954; and Richard Burgen Gates(8), born in 1959.

Hazel Gertrude Craig(7) was born May 26, 1924.  She married Pless D. Matthews.  They had one child, Rebecca Ann Matthews(8), born November 24, 1954.

Vera Jean Craig(7) was born February 22, 1926.  She married Charles E. Estes, Jr. Their children wee Mary Elizabeth Estes(8), born October 6, 1953; Laura Jean Estes(8), born October 31, 1954; Charles Edward Estes, III(8), born May 30, 1957; and Jean Marie Estes(8), born April 28, 1958.

Alfred Bryan Craig(7) was Born December 6, 1929.  He married Elizabeth Beattie.  They had one child, Alfred B. Craig, Jr.(8).

Alfred Michael Seagle(6) was born April 26, 1901.  He married Annie Laurie Workman.  Their children were Barbara Ann and William Max Seagle(7), born February 26, 1941.

Barbara Ann Seagle(7) was born June 5, 1931.  She married Ralph J. Blalock, Jr.  Their children were David M. Blalock(8), born January 8, 1953; and Jonathan D. Blalock(8), born in December, 1957.


Laura Margretta Seagle(6) was born July 16, 1904.  She was a graduate of Lenoir Rhyne College and did graduate work towards a Master's degree at Asheville Normal School and the University of North Carolina.   She was a classroom teacher for 22 years and a supervisor for 19 years in the Lincoln County Schools.  She has been a most faithful worker in the Yoder Reunion Association.

Sarah May Seagle(6) was born February 13, 1906.  She married Ernest P. Yount.  Their children were Nancy Carolyn and Frances Joan.

Nancy Carolyn Yount(7) was born February 14, 1931.  She married Avery D. Whisonant.  Their children were Dale Stephen Whisonant(8), born September 10, 1953; and Bary Martin Whisonant(8), born March 7, 1956.

2.  Alfred M. Yoder(5) was born April 25, 1869, and died March 30, 1949.  He married Lucie LeSueur.  Their children were Warren Alfred and Ruby Forest.

Warren Alfred Yoder(6) was born August 22, 1904 and died November 8, 1968.  He first married Frances Sullivan and they had one child, Warren Alfred Yoder, Jr.(7), born April 2 1932.  Warren Alfred Yoder(6) married Thelma O'Dell as his second wife.

Ruby Forrest Yoder(6) was born January 20, 1908.  She married Kenneth Pierson Augustus.  They had one child, Kenneth Wayne Augustus(7), born April 14, 1929.

3. Charles M. Yoder(5) was born September 17, 1871, and died September 19, 1940.  He married as his first wife, Carrie M. Jarrett in 1894.  Their children were Lois, Morris, Edith, Daisy, and Carrie.  Charles M. Yoder(5) married as his second wife Kate Seagle Lucky in 1904, who died in 1907.  He married as his third wife in 1909, Mamie Rhodes, who died in 1952.  No children were born in the second and third marriages.  Charles M. Yoder(5) and his first two wives were members of Grace Lutheran Church and are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  Charles M. Yoder(5) was a carpenter and farmer.

Lois B. Yoder(6) was born January 16, 1895. She married B.W. H. Costner.  Their children were Nellie, Percy, Harry, Charles, William, and Betty.

Nellie Costner(7) was born December 29, 1917.  She married John  Strickland.  Their children were William, born September 2, 1945; and Robert, born August 19, 1946.

Percy C. Costner(7) was born June 29, 1918.  He married Roxie Fore.  Their children were LaDonna Lee, born February 24, 1946; and Bonnie, born December 19,1950.

Harry N. Costner(7) was born May 17, 1920.  He married Carolyn Turner.  Their children were Harry, Jr., born August 16, 1944: and Cecelia, born June 22, 1949.

Charles Ray Costner(7) was born June 15, 1922.  He married Hilda E. Wall.  Their children were Charles, Jr., born August 4, 1942; Larry Lane, born December 10, 1944; and Lynda Wall, born October 28, 1947.

Charles Ray Costner, Jr.(8) was born August 4, 1942.  He married Frances Abernathy.  They had one child, Charles Ray III, born March 18,1962.

William A. Costner(7) was born September 1, 1925.  He married Dixie Meador.  Their children were David, born October 2, 1950; and Mary Ellen, born September 23, 1956.

Betty Jean Costner(7) was born May 1, 1931, and married Ray T. Masters.  They had one child, Lou Ann, born November 20, 1957.

Morris S. Yoder(6) was born April 23, 1896.  He married Laura Ruth Scronce.  Their children were Helen Elizabeth, Frank Howard, and Ruby.  Morris E. Yoder attended college and was for a number of years an assistant farm agent.

Helen Elizabeth Yoder(7) was born May 27, 1918.  She married Guy E. Cress.  Their children were Tracy, born September 30, 1942; Nancy, born August 12 1944; Janet, born January 11, 1948.

Frank H. Yoder(7) was born September 9, 1920 and married Shirley Zeuchner.  Their children were Barbara, born January 21, 1950: and Donald, born June 23, 1953.

Ruby Yoder(7) was born March 27, 1922 and married John Lindhart.  Their children were Robert, born April 2, 1950; William, born July 1, 1953: and Mark, born February, 1963.

Edith Pearl Yoder(6) was born March 10, 1898 and married John A. LeSueur.  They had no children.

Daisy Blanche Yoder(6) was born October 27, 1899 and married Coy F. Lantz.  Their children were Margaret, born October 12, 1927; Ann, born October, 1932; Frances, born September 15, 1936; and John, born July 3, 1937.

Margaret Lantz(7) married Robert M. Birke.  Their children were Kathryn, born November 30, 1952; and Amy, born December 7, 1958.  Margaret Lantz Birke(7) and her husband were college graduates.  She was a teacher and he a hospital administrator.

Mary Ann Lantz(7) married Milton H. Reep.  They had one child, Michael, born October 23, 1962.  Mary Ann Lantz Reep(7) was a college graduate and a teacher.

Frances Carolyn Lantz(7) married Bill Ray Butler.  Their children were Joan Carol, born October 12, 1957; David Bruce, born April 27, 1960; Elizabeth Ann, born June 14, 1962; Eric William, born March 24, 1964; and Barry Douglas, born July 19, 1966.  Frances Lantz Butler(7) was a college graduate and a teacher.

John Charles Lantz(7) married Sarah Huss.  They had no children.  Both wee college graduates and teachers.

Carrie Mae Yoder(6) was born September 10, 1902 and married Thomas C. Price.  They had no children.

4. Robert Emmett Yoder(5) was born July 18, 1878 and died May 14, 1946.  He first married Hilda Overcasle, who died in 1898.  He married as his second wife Hagar Hunt. Children were Willard, Melvin, Julian, Harvey, and Virginia.

Willard Aubrey Yoder(6) married Ola Carolyn Dobson.  They had one child, Robert Edward.

Robert Edward Yoder(7) married Eula Mae Craig.  Their children were Robert Craig and Joseph Willard.

Julian Clifton Yoder(6) was born May 29, 1910.  He married Helen Barber in 1937.  Their children wee Robert L. and Barbara Ann .  Julian Clifton Yoder(6) was a distinguished teacher of Geography at Appalachian State University.  He taught summer schools in two New York colleges.  He received A.M. degree from George Peabody College and Ph.D. degree from the University of North Carolina.  He was listed in Who's Who in American Education and was a member of various educational, professional, and scientific organizations.  He was a member of the Presbyterian church.

Melvin Emmett Yoder(6) married Beulah May Mansfield.  Their children were John David and Virginia Sue.

John David Yoder(7) married Josephine Fowler.

Harvey Clifton Yoder(6) married Winifred Haywood.  Their children were Jan Lee and David Emmett.

Virginia Estelle Yoder(6) married Kenneth Eugene Trout.  Their children were Kenneth Eugene, Jr., and Virginia Gail.

5.  Mary Kate Yoder(5) was born September 30, 1882 and died August 20, 1953.  She married Lester H. Carpenter, born in 1878 and died in 1941.  Their children were Lucie Mae, R. Carroll, Lester Paul, Charles Frederick, Irene Elizabeth, Frank Yoder, Flora Kate, and Ruby Glynn.

Lucie Mae Carpenter(6) was born September 8, 1902.  She married Ted S. Lewis.  Their children were Mary Dell Lewis(7), born June 2, 1926; Ted ., Jr., Glenda Jean, Shirley Louise, and Robert Keith.  


Ted S. Lewis, Jr. (7) was born September 19, 1927.  He married Pattie Rosemary Gibson.

Glenda Jean Lewis(7) was born May 11, 1930.  She married Fulton Lee Lynch, Jr.  Their children were Fulton L. Lynch, III(8), born June 1, 1956; and Richard M. Lynch(8), born November 11, 1957.

Shirley Louise Lewis(7) was born August 26, 1931.  She married Charles E. Hendrick.  Their children were Sandra Lynn Hendrick(8), born August 7, 1952; and Sherry Lane Hendrick(8), born March 12, 1954.

Carroll Carpenter(6) was born June 15, 1904.  He married Mary Louise Gilbert.  They had no children.

Lester Paul Carpenter(6) was born April 10, 1907.  He married Roxie Clark.  They had no children.

Charles Frederick Carpenter(6) was born February 3, 1910.  He married Edna Beck.  Their children were Betty Ann, William Beck, and Joan Carol.

Betty Ann Carpenter(7) was born November 23, 1932.  She married Dr. Kenneth A. Grigg.

William Beck Carpenter(7) was born August 5, 1934.  He married Margaret Richardson.  They had one child, Allen Gregory Carpenter(8). born November 17, 1957.

Joan Carol Carpenter(7) was born March 1, 1942.  She married Thomas Tucker.  She was killed in an auto accident.

Irene Elizabeth Carpenter(6) was born August 30,1912.  She married Lander James Carpenter, Sr. Their children were Doris Ann; Mary Ella Carpenter(7), born November 3, 1936; and Lander James Carpenter, Jr., born April 22, 1943.

Doris Ann Carpenter(7) was born August 6, 1932.  She married Billy Reece Richard.  Their children were Billy Reece Richard, Jr.(8), born February 1, 1955; and Rhonda Ann Richard(8), born June 19, 1957.

Frank Yoder Carpenter(6) was born May 14, 1916.  He married Leila Wise.  Their children were James Franklin Carpenter(7), born June 9, 1934; and Marshall Dean Carpenter(7) born October 8, 1936.

Flora Kate Carpenter(6) was born December 6, 1921.  She married Wray Robert Blanton, Sr. Their children wee Linda Ray Blanton(7), born April 29, 1953; and Wray Robert Blanton, Jr., born April 11, 1958.

Ruby Glynn Carpenter(6) was born November 6, 1924.  She married Tyler D. Roseman.  Their children were John Tyler Roseman(7), born May 4, 1947; Mary Beth Roseman(7), born November 22, 1919; and Judith Dale Roseman(7), born May 18, 1956.

CHAPTER XXX

DAVID YODER(4), 1844-1911


David Yoder(4) was born July 28, 1844, and died April 2, 1911.   He married as his first wife Mary Caroline Hoke, February 18, 1869, who died December 30, 1884.  Their children were Sarah, Daniel, Alfred, Robert, William, Martin Luther, and Lizzie.  David Yoder(4) married as his second wife Catharine Saine, who was born April 1, 1837, and died February 27, 1906.  They had no children.  David Yoder(4) and his wives were members of Daniels Lutheran Church and are buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.  


David Yoder(4) was a farmer.  He was an ardent Lutheran and strongly loyal to his church and pastors.  In December, 1905 or 1906, when the author was visiting his grandfather, Col. George M. Yoder(4) one Sunday afternoon, David Yoder(4) appeared with Francis A. Yoder(5) at the author's grandfather's home, to enlist his aid in retaining the pastor of Daniels and grace Lutheran Churches.  The pastor was being pressured by a faction in the Daniels Church to resign his pastorship, because they did not like his preaching and thought he was no longer equal to the tasks of ministering to the congregations.  Davie(4) was much stirred up by what he thought was cruel and unfair treatment of the pastor.  With great emotion, broken voice, and tears in his eyes, he pleaded with Col. George M. Yoder(4) of the Grace Congregation to use all his influence among the members of the Grace Congregation to retain the Pastor. The Pastor, however soon resigned.

Children, Grandchildren

1.  Sarah Susanah Yoder(5) was born March 18, 1870, and died August 9, 1887.

2.  Daniel Alfred Yoder(5) was born December 8, 1871, and died June 18, 1950.  He had married Emma E. Hoover.

3.  Robert Lee Yoder(5).  See Chapter XXXI.

4. William Michael Yoder(5) was born June 2, 1878, and died August 27, 1938.  He married Sarah E. Ross.  Their children were William Michael, Jr., Mary Elizabeth, Sarah Helen, David Wilson, Margaret Hoke, John Ross, Katherine Alice, and Robert Laban.

William Michael Yoder, Jr.(6) was born October 2, 1905. He married Irene Tatreau.

Mary Elizabeth Yoder(6) was born October 13, 1907, and married Durward Towe, December 12, 1932.  They had no children.

Sarah Helen Yoder(6) was born December 25, 1909.  She received B.A. and M.A. degrees from Applachian State University. She had a long and distinguished career as supervisor of Lincolnton Public Schools.


David Wilson Yoder(6) was born October 1, 1911.  He married Louise Weaver.  They had no children.

Margaret Hoke Yoder(6) was born January 12, 1913.  She married Henry R. Coleman.  They had no children.

John Ross Yoder(6) was born April 4, 1916.  He first married Dorothy Crooke, August 5, 1943, who died January 19, 1953.  They had two children, John Ross, Jr., and Michael.


John Ross Yoder(6) married as his second wife Frances Leonard Rhodes, July 16, 1955.  They had one child, Alfred, born January 19, 1957.

John R. Yoder, Jr.(7) was born July 24, 1924.  He was a graduate of North Carolina State University and was a commissioned officer in the U.S. Air Force.

Katherine Alice Yoder(6) was born November 5,1918.  She married Seymour Leopold.  they had one child, David Michael, born January 1, 1948.

Robert Laban Yoder(6) was born April 10, 1922.  He married Dorothy Severance.  They had one child, Dorothy Anne, born February 14, 1951.  Robert Laban Yoder(6) was general manager of Winn-Dixie Stores, inc., Greenville, S.C.

5.  Martin Luther Yoder(5) was born October 14, 1881, and died February 25, 1961.  He married Katie Pearl Coon, born November 27, 1884, and died February 19, 1960.  Their children were Fred Anderson, Mary Ellen, James Herbert, and Betty Ruth.

Fred Anderson Yoder(6) was born January 29, 1908.  He married Blanche Hutta.  They had one child, Anne Yoder(7), who married Harold Wood.

Mary Ellen Yoder(6) was born September 13, 1914.  She married Randolph A. Zimtbaum, May 30, 1940.  They had two children, Randolph N., born July 6, 1948; and Mary Ellen, born July 30, 1950.  Randolph Zimtbaum died April 30, 1961, and Mary Ellen Zimtbaum(6) then married Earl B. White, September 2, 1965.

James Herbert Yoder(6) was born April 16, 1920. He married Pauline Hoover, October 17, 1948.  They had two children, Jimmy, born September 30, 1955; and David Ray, born June 6, 1960.

Betty Ruth Yoder(6) was born February 9, 1925.  She married Alvin R. Huss, February 15, 1947.  Their Children were Betty Susan, born September 25, 1948;  Carol Anne, born October 17, 1952;  Mary Kate, born September 8, 1954; and Alvin Richard, Jr., born November 12, 1958.

6.  Lizzie Pearl Yoder(5) was born September 28, 1883, and died February 11, 1939.  She married Rutledge A. Coon.  Both were members of Daniels Lutheran Church and are buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.

CHAPTER XXXI

ROBERT LEE YODER(5), 1875-1949

Robert Lee Yoder(5) ws born October 29, 1875, and died July 7, 1949.  He married Mary Janie Heavner, My 19, 1901, who died November 17, 1944.  Both were members of Bethpage Lutheran Church and are buried in Bethpage Cemetery.  Their children were Mary, Robert, Hilda, Mabel, Annie, Ralph, Nellie, and Hubert.  Robert Lee Yoder(5) was a farmer.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren


1.  Mary Alma Yoder(6) was born November 15, 1901.  She married Claude Andrew Canipe, April 15, 1925.  They had two children, Mabel Coleen, born May 2, 1927; and Mary Jane, born June 19, 1931.

Mabel Coleen Canipe(7) married James B. Leonhardt, February 14, 1946.  Their children were Burlene, born August 8, 1946; Doyle Allen, born December 8, 1950; Jack Theron, born march 14, 1957; Janelle, born April 14, 1958; and James Kevin, born October 8, 1959.

Mary Jane Canipe(7) married Alfred Hoover Knight, June 19, 1948.  They had one child, Alfred Hoover, Jr., born April 23, 1949.

2. Robert Clayton Yoder(6) was born December 29, 1902, and married Annie Mae Elmore, October 7, 1922.  Their children were Robert Leslie, Jr., Jack Chessley, Billy Harold, and Ray Elliott.

Robert Leslie Yoder, Jr.(7) was born May 23, 1923, and married Bonnie Lou Sneed, December 24, 1942.  They had one child, Robert Leslie, III, born December 29, 1948.


Jack Chessley Yoder(7) was born September 7, 1924, and married Joann Bondurant, June 15, 1947.  Their children were Donna Wray, born February 7, 1948; and Jack Chessley, Jr., born April 13,1954.

Billy Harold Yoder(7) was born December 1, 1927, and married Wilhemina Reynolds, June 29, 1947.  Their children were Queeta Renee, born January 23, 1950; and Ann Marie, born March 2, 1954.

Ray Elliott Yoder(7) was born April 3, 1933, and married Virginia Whitener, June 11 1954.  Their children were Cynthia Rae, born February 17, 1957; and Wynn Allison, born December21, 1960.

3.  Hilda Irene Yoder(6) was born July 10, 1905, and married Miles Chessley Elmore, July 20, 1921.  Their children were Elsie Jane, born October 30, 1927; and Gilda Ann, born December, 1933.


Gilda Ann Elmore(7) married Gene Leonard Saine, November 9, 1952.  They had one child, Wade Russell, born May 30, 1953.

4. Mabel Pearl Yoder(6) was born August 30, 1907, and died March 8, 1910.  She is buried in Bethpage Lutheran Church Cemetery.

5. Annie Mae Yoder(6) was born September 24, 1940.  Later she married Henry M. Dellinger, August 31, 1946.  There were no children in either marriage.

6.  Ralph Wilson Yoder(6) was born September 22,1913,  and married Dorothy Ida Yarborough, October 2, 1938.  Their Children were Elaine Wallace and Terry Allen.

Elaine Wallace Yoder(7) was born March4, 1940, and married Hugh Donald Beal, May 10,  1959.  They had one child, Bryan Scott, born September 21, 1962.

7.  Nellie Ruth Yoder(6) was born May 7, 1916, and died July 16, 1918.  She is buried in Bethpage Lutheran Church Cemetery.

8. Hubert Adolphus Yoder(6) was born August 17, 1921.  He married Marian Lee Watkins, September 18, 1948.  They had no children.  Hubert Adolphus Yoder(6) was a graduate of King's College.  He was a florist.  He became much interested in both lines of his ancestry and spent considerable time tracing their history.  He was President of the Yoder Reunion Association for several years.  He assisted the author in furnishing information about the David Yoder(4) and Robert Lee Yoder(5) families and descendents.

CHAPTER XXXII

WILLIAM YODER(4), 1852-1900

William Yoder (4), son of Solomon Yoder(3). was born April 21, 1851, and died in 1900.  He married Sarah Ann Mosteller.  Both were members of Daniels Lutheran Church and are buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.  Their children were Oscar, Hattie May, and Luther A. William Yoder(4) was a farmer.  In 1883, he bought the shares of all his brothers and sisters of his father's estate, which they had inherited

.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren

1.  Oscar Yoder(5) married Mary Carter.  Their children were Catherine and Adolphus.

2.  Hattie May Yoder(5) was born in 1878.  She married Charles Coon.  Their children were Mary Lois, Junius William, Ruth Irene, and Maude Elizabeth.

Junius W. Coon(6) was born July 15, 1903, and died June 4, 1959.  He married Annie Batts.  They had one child, Junius W., Jr., born January 1946.  Junius W. Coon(6) was a graduate of Lenoir Rhyne College.  He was a teacher and then assistant superintendent of Cumberland County Schools for many years.  An elementary school in Fayetteville is named for him.

Ruth Irene Coon(6) married Lewis Dasher.  They had one child, Robert.

Robert Dasher(7) married Ann Krider.  Their Children were Ann and Charles.

Maude Elizabeth Coon(6) married George Zeigler.  Their children were Hariet Elizabeth, George Allen, and Roy Clarence.

3. Luther Arthur Yoder(5).  See Chapter XXXIII.

CHAPTER XXXIII

LUTHER A. YODER(5), 1883-1964

Luther A. Yoder (5) was born January 8, 1883, and died July 27, 1964.  He married Etta Clare Warlick, November 12, 1905, who died May 6, 1965.  Both were members of Daniels Lutheran Church and are buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.  Their children were Blanche Irene, William Arthur, Jacob Ralph, Stella Pauline, Mabel, Clyde Rhea, and Martha Clare.

Luther A. Yoder(5) attended Lenoir College for several years.  He was an outstanding, progressive farmer in his community and noted for his soil improvement, fine crops with large yields, and good dairy herd.  His farming operations were cited by state and county agricultural agents as models of good farm practices..  His farm was often visited by groups of farmers under the leadership of county and state farm agents and experts, who desired to point out the best methods of modern farming.

Luther A. Yoder(5) was a devout Lutheran and had a very strong interest in his church.  He was a church concilman in Daniels Lutheran Church for many years.  He was also interested in general community affairs.  He was a member of the Board of Education of Lincoln County for a number of years.  He took a leading part in raising funds to erect the Conrad Yoder(1) monument and to fence the Old Yoder Cemetery.  He was one of the chief speakers at the dedication ceremonies of the Conrad Yoder (1) monument.

Children, Grandchildren


1.  Blanche Yoder(6) was born November 11,1906.  She married Ralph Heileg.  They had no children.  Blanche Yoder Heileg(6) received an A.B. degree from Lenoir Rhyne College, and was a teacher.

2. William Arthur Yoder(6) was born October 30, 1908 and died in April, 1909.

3. Jacob Ralph Yoder(6) was born August 31, 1910.  He married Mary K. Miller, June 20, 1935.  Their children were Larry Jacob, born May 26, 1943; Wayne Miller, born December 9, 1944; and Mary Kaye, born July 2, 1949.  Jacob Ralph Yoder (6) was a farmer and followed in the footsteps of his father in modern, progressive, farming practices.

Jacob Larry Yoder(7) married Marianne Howard, June 19, 1966.

4. Stella Pauline Yoder(6) was born November 15, 1918 and died in december 1918.


5. Ruth Mabel Yoder (6) was born November 15, 1918 and married James A. Nixon. Their children were Catherine Emma, born January 16, 1942; Frances Mabel, born February 24, 1945; and Jimmy Arthur, born September 3, 1948.

6. Clyde Rhea Yoder(6) was born January 4, 1929 and died in July, 1939.

7.  Martha Yoder(6) was born June 24, 1926.  She married Reuben A. White.  They had one child, Rhea, born March 9, 1947.

CHAPTER XXXIV

REV. ROBERT ANDERSON YODER(4), 1853-1911

Rev. Robert Anderson Yoder(4), was the most distinguished of the North Carolina Yoders.  He was born August 17, 1853 and died May 16, 1911.  He married Rosa E. Fisher.  Both are buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.  Their children were Mary Pearl, Lela, Maud, Blanche, Margareta, Robert Able, and Paul.  Rev. Yoder was a minister, teacher, college President, founder to two colleges, church leader, county superintendent of schools, leading citizen, and beloved friend of everybody who knew him.

The author has many fond recollections of Rev. Yoder.  As pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, to which the Author's  parents and he belonged, Rev. Yoder frequently visited in our home, took meals, and spent the night.  The author remembers the personal interest Rev. Yoder took in each of his brothers and sisters, most of whom he had baptized.  Rev. Yoder was an unusually good-humored man, related many interesting and funny anecdotes, always with a hearty laugh.  The author never heard anyone ever say a disparaging word about Rev. Yoder or criticize him for any of his actions.

For many years, while he was President of Lenoir College, which he had the lead in founding, he preached in four Lutheran Country Churches--Daniels, Salem, Grace, and Sardis--driving each Sunday by horse and buggy ten to fifteen miles to reach these churches, a round trip of 20 to 30 miles.  When he finally resigned the pastorate of all of these churches and the Presidency of Lenoir College, the author remembers that the members of all four of the congregations could scarcely believe that they could get along without him as their pastor and as President of the college.  Rarely has a pastor been so dearly beloved by all the members of his congregations.

It was Rev. Yoder who first suggested that the Old Yoder Cemetery be cleaned off, fenced and a monument be erected to the memory of Conrad Yoder(1).  As the author recollects, it was in the late 1890's, while his family and Rev. Yoder were driving by the Cemetery one Sunday morning, that Rev. Yoder made the suggestion to the author's father and mother.  The author, then a small boy, always remembered the suggestion.  IT was not until 1958, however, that Rev. Yoder's suggestion was finally carried out by the descendants of Conrad Yoder(1).  Also as a young man just out of college, the author was encouraged by Rev. Yoder to write this History of the Yoder Family in 

North Carolina.  Again the author remembers that when Rev. Yoder, in 1910, was chairman of the Lenoir College Board of Trustees and a petition had been presented to the Board, signed by many students (but not by the author), that a certain professor be "fired," Rev. Yoder hunted up the author, then a student at the college, in his dormitory room, and asked him about the professor, his competency as a teacher in his field, and his attitudes toward students.  The professor was not "fired," but continued to teach in the college for several more years, when he resigned of his own accord.

The author is greatly indebted to Rev. Dr. John Hall, son-in-law of Rev. Yoder, for the following sketch of Rev. Yoder.

ROBERT ANDERSON YODER, D.D.

By Rev. Dr. John Hall

Robert Anderson Yoder, son of Solomon and Sarah (Seagle) Yoder, was born in Lincoln County, North Carolina, August 16, 1854.  He was baptized in infancy by the Rev. P.C. Henkel in Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church.  He was confirmed in Daniel's Evangelical Lutheran Church by the Reverend A. J. Fox, in 1869.  He was the youngest of twelve children.  His first school used the German language exclusively buy he acquired a good knowledge of English early in life.  At the age of eighteen he entered an academy at Hickory Tavern, North Carolina, taught by Mr. George Hahn and the Rev. M.L. Little.  He became at this time the first beneficiary student of the Evangelical Lutheran Tennessee Synod.  In recommending that he receive aid the president of the synod, the Rev. A. J. Fox says: "Mr. Robert A. Yoder from my own pastoral charge, whom I have known personally from his early childhood, made application for beneficiary aid from us, in prosecuting a course of studies, preparatory to entering the Christian ministry.  This young man expressed a willingness to submit to all the requirements of our regulations in regard to beneficiaries.  He has a good, strong constitution; and is of a very healthy family.  His moral character is most excellent; as a devoted member of our congregation at Daniels, his piety is commendable.  He has great aptness to learn, and has superior talents fro public speaking."

In 1872 he entered North Carolina College at Mt. Pleasant, North Carolina, and pursued his studies through the Freshman and sophomore years.  He then went to Illinois, taught school some months and attended Lincoln University for a year.  Returning to North Carolina College, he was graduated in 1877.  He then taught a private school at Conover, North Carolina, and when the public school opened, taught it.  He was the first teacher and principal of Concordia High School, later Concordia College.  While in Conover, he studied theology privately with the Reverend P.C. Henkel and J.M. Smith.  He was ordained by the North Carolina Conference of the Evangelical Lutheran Tennessee Synod in Concordia Chapel, Conover, North Carolina, on November 30, 1879, upon petition of Concordia and St. James Evangelical Lutheran Churches.  In 1878 he married Miss Rosa Elizabeth Fisher, the daughter of Captain Jacob Allison and Mary Caroline (Barnhardt) Fisher of Rowan County, North Carolina.  In 1883 he entered the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he studied for one year.  He did this under considerable criticism from some persons who thought he should have been satisfied with the training commonly received by other local Lutheran pastors.  He then returned to Catawba County as pastor of St. James Church.  In 1884  he was elected County Superintendent of Public Instruction of Catawba County and held this office for ten years.  During this service he gave private instruction to several Negroes to enable them to qualify to teach in the public schools.  In 1886 he surveyed Catawba County, devising an odometer which he attached to his buggy wheel to facilitate his work, and published a map of the county in both wall and folder editions.  In 1887 the Board of Trustees of North Carolina College elected him president but he did not accept.  A few years late he was asked to accept the presidency of Marion Female College but he declined the call.  In 1888 he became president of Concordia College, Conover, North Carolina, and held this office until 1891.

In that year he and some of his co-laborers became interested in property at Hickory, in North Carolina, offered by the will of Colonel Walter Lenoir for a school.  When the group decided to accept the property under the terms of Lenoir's will, he accepted the presidency of the institution, bought some lots from the school property and moved his house, newly built in Conover, to these lots.  He took the lead in defending the transfer of the school and in enlisting the interest of the Tennessee Synod in the new institution.  He served as President of Lenoir College from 1891 to 1901.

In 1901, weary of controversy and weary from the strenuous labor of teaching and administration while he served as pastor of several congregations, he resigned the presidency and went back to St. James church as its pastor.   Shortly after coming to Hickory he was elected to membership on the City Council and held this office for a number of years.  In 1900 he was elected vice-president of the United Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the South.  In 1902 and again in 1904 he was elected President of the United Synod.  He came to the end of his life as Pastor of Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lincolnton, North Carolina, entering into rest May 16, 1911.

He was eminently gifted as a teacher and at various times taught mathematics, botany, English, philosophy and systematic and pastoral theology.  His ready wit, sympathetic understanding of moral and spiritual problems, and his genuine interest in his parishioners made him an excellent pastor.  He was a popular preacher, preaching doctrinal sermons in such fashion that they edified and interested his hearers.

His principal interest throughout his busy active years was in Christian education.   He was reared in a time when schools were inadequate to the needs of the people and the acquiring of an education required great effort and he bent his greatest efforts toward improving this condition.  To this end he made considerable material contribution and so overworked himself that he died a comparatively young man.  Until he resigned the presidency of Lenoir College, he always did more than the work of two men.  I remember his coming to class, after wearisome trips over primitive roads to preach and catechize, almost too weary to get to the class room but with a teaching vigor which effectively led his pupils in search of knowledge.  His diaries reveal that for many years his health was not robust but he spoke so little of it that no one, except possibly his wife, knew it.

He despised sham and pretense.  He was a devout Christian and a staunch believer in the faith confessed by the Evangelical Lutheran  Church.  I think he would never have referred to a school with which he was connected as a "church  related school."  To him education was worth while only when it was Christian in content and purpose and that was of the Church and by the Church.  His public declaration of his faith was positive and forceful.

He did not like controversy but disliked compromise on matters of principle more.  He was formidable in debate because he did not enter debate from a love of dialectic but only in defense of principles or opinions which he considered worthy to be discussed.  Also because of his command of language and a mind which was well informed and which easily presented thought clearly and logically gave weight to his argument  He served during time of much controversy and was, by reason of his place among the leaders, thrust into the midst of it.  His fairness and lack of personal animus forbade his making enemies of his opponents.

He was the author of a pamphlet, "The Situation in North Carolina," a controversial argument in re the entry of the Missouri Synod into this territory and their assumption of the control of Concordia College, and of many articles published in Our Church Paper and elsewhere.

Five daughters and two sons were born to him and his wife.  The first born daughter died in infancy.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren

1.  Mary Pear Yoder(5) was born May 12, 1879, and died May 30, 1879.  She is buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.

2. Lela Fisher Yoder(5) was born August 20, 1880, and died October 6, 1946.  In 1901 she married Rev. John Hall, who was born in 1878 and died in 1968.  Both are buried in Arlington National Cemetery.  Their children were Lela Elizabeth, John Robert, Margaret Ellen, Charles Nash, and William Edward.  Rev. Hall was a Lutheran Minister and had a long and distinguished career as Chaplain in the United States Army, serving from 1917 to 1941.  He was a kindly, devoted Christian in every sense of the word.  He gave his long useful life unselfishly for others.  He furnished the author much information on the Rev. R. A. Yoder(4) family and descendants.

Lela Elizabeth Hall(6) was born March 10, 1903, and died October 31, 1955.  She is buried in Arlington National Cemetery.  She was never married.  She attended Lenoir Rhyne College and George Washington University.

John Robert Hall(6) was born in February, 1908, and died in October, 1954. He Married Matilda Jane Davenport in 1936.  Their children were John Davenport Hall(7), born in 1938 and died in 1939; James Davenport Hall(7), born in 1941; Thomas Allison Hall(7), born in 1943; and Robert Coolidge Hall(7), born in 1946.  John Robert Hall(6) received A.B. degree from Georgia School of Technology and did graduate work in Ohio State University.

Margaret Ellen Hall(6) was born September 27, 1909.  She received A.B. degree from Emory University and M.S. degree from Ohio State University.  She married Willard Eugene Wight, who received A.B. degree from Ohio Wesleyan University, and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from Emory University.  He was a professor in Georgia School of Technology for a number of years.  He was a great help to the author in providing information for this History.

William Edward Hall(6) was born February 25, 1922.  He married Mary Beth Kuhn.  Their children were John Franklin, Robert Edward, Rebecca Ann, and Martha Elizabeth.  William Edward Hall(6) received A.B. degree from Lenoir Rhyne College and B.D. degree from Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia.  He was a Lutheran minister and a Chaplain in the United States Army.  He served in Korea and was twice awarded the Bronze Star.

Charles Noah Hall(6) was born January 18, 1917.  He married Beatrice Joy Eliason.  Their children were Charles Allison, Cynthia Elizabeth, and David Arthur.  Charles Noah Hall(6) received B.S. degree from Purdue University and did graduate work at Harvard University and Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  He was a veteran of World War II.

3. Maud Yoder(5) was born July 19, 1882,  and died June 11, 1965.  She married John Robinson, II, July 2, 1901, who died October 1, 1958.  Both are buried in the Old Weidner (Whitener( Cemetery, on the Robinson Place.  Their children were John Wilfong, III, and Dorothy Rose.  Maud Yoder Robinson(5) was a graduate of Lenoir College.  She was much interested in community affairs, Catawba County History, and the history of her own family.  She was the first North Carolina Yoder to get into the Daughters of the American Revolution, by tracing her documented ancestry back to Conrad Yoder(1), who was Revolutionary Patriot, furnishing supplies to the American Army. 

John W. Robinson, III(6) was born September 16,1908, and died August 7, 1962.  He married Miss Russell Wright.  Their children were John W., IV, and Alfred.  John W. Robinson, III(6) was a farmer.

John W. Robinson, IV(7) was born January 16, 1930.  He married Ruth Bishop, who died August 17, 1962.  They had one child, Lee Edward, born June 8, 1961.

Alfred A. Robinson(7) was born February 22, 1933.  He married Barbara Crane, November 23, 1961.  He was a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.

Dorothy Rose Robinson(6) was born September 13, 1907. She married Lucian Alexander Campbell, September 29, 1934.  They had one child, Alexander Elizabeth, born June 3, 1946.  Dorothy Robinson Campbell(6) was a graduate of Lenoir Rhyne College and took a postgraduate course in Social Work in the University of North Carolina.  She was a social worker.  She helped the author with information on her Mother's family.  Her husband was an Administrative Analyst with the Veterans Administration.

4. Blanche Yoder(5) was born September 4, 1885, and died July 25, 1969.  She married Rev. Brady Stroup, a Lutheran minister, who was born in 1876 and died in 1954.  Their children were  Richard, Irene, Rose, Josephine, Ruth, Brady, Leon, and Robert Paul.  Blanche Yoder Stroup(5) was a graduate of Lenoir College and taught in the Primary Department of the College for several years after her graduation.

Richard Weidner Stroup(6) was born September 11, 1908, and died May 28, 1968.  He married Elizabeth Reed.  Their children were Rosanne, Richard F., and Jeane.

Irene Elizabeth Stroup(6) was born November 22, 1909.  She married R. A. Quelle.  Their children were Gretchen, Reinhardt, Albert, and Karen.

Gretchen Quelle(7) married D.H. Kenzie.

Rose Fisher Stroup(6) was born December 19, 1911.  She married Harry B. Wight, born July 30, 1913, and died December 24, 1960.  Their children were Rose Elle, Allen C., Mary Patricia, and Gail Ann.  Rose Stroup Wight(6) was a college graduate and obtained an M.A. degree.  She was a teacher.

Rose Ellen Wight(7) was born February 24, 1943.   She married Tom R. Weisweaver, August 24, 1964.

Josephine Adele Stroup(6) was born May 26, 1913.  She married L.E. Mowrer.  Their children were Mary Jo, Michael, and Sue.

Ruth Louise Stroup(6) was born November 5, 1916, and died in April, 1918.

Brady Leon Stroup(6) was born February 11, 1918.  He married Culbertha Long.  He was a college graduate and a chemical engineer.

R. Paul Stroup(6) was born July 22, 1925.  He married Cirginia Huffman.  Their children were Marc Lynn, Timothy Leon, and Paula Christine.  R. Paul Stroup(6) was a college graduate with A.B. and B.D. degrees.  He also did postgraduate seminary work.  He was a Lutheran Minister, and Executive Secretary of Lutheran Community Services.

5. Margreta Yoder(5) was born February 26, 1889, and died July 22, 1950.  She married Dr. Robert Rhyne, June 10, 1908,  who died January 16, 1950.  Their children were Sara, Robert, and John.  Margreta Yoder Rhyne(5) was a graduate of Lenoir College.  Her husband attended Lenoir College  and the University of North Carolina, and received an M.D. degree.  He was county physician of Gaston County for a number of years.

Sara Rhyne(6) was born June 22, 1909.  She married Paul Alton Finger, April 8, 1923.  Their children were Robert Joseph, Paul Alton, Jr., Sara Virginia, James Henry, and John.

6. Robert  Able Yoder(5) was born May w0, 1893, and died December 23, 1956.  He first married Pearl Jones, and afte her death, Ateliene Perry.  Children of the two marriages were Cornelia Rose, William Malcolm, and Robert Able, Jr.

Robert Able Yoder(5) was a graduate of Lenoir College and spent several summers in graduate work in the University of North Carolina.  He was first a high school teacher and later an accountant for a wholesale firm.

Cornelia Rose Yoder(6) was born May 28, 1918.  She married Harvey Franklin Casper, June 30, 1940.  Their children were Harvey Franklin, Jr., Richard Yoder, and Randolph Cline.

William Malcolm Yoder(6) was born June 9, 1923, and married Zayda Cannon, June 25, 1950.  They had one child, Yolanda Kay, born April 12, 1961.  William Malcolm Yoder(6) was a computer programmer.

Robert Able Yoder, Jr.(6) was born August 26, 1928, and married Jerry More.  Their children were Christy, born August 25, 1949;  Robert Able, III, born December 30, 1952; Sylvia Ann, born December 7, 1955; Cathy, born March 20, 1959; and Paul Allan, born May 13, 1963.  Robert Able Yoder, Jr.(6) was college graduate and a chemical engineer.

7.  Paul Yoder(5) was born March 9, 1896, and died February 12, 1951.  He married Evelyn Dale, June 12, 1926.  They had no children.  Paul  Yoder(5) was a graduate of Lenoir College and received an M.D. degree.  He was an outstanding specialist on tuberculosis.

CHAPTER XXXV

ANDREW L. YODER(3), 1812-1900

Andrew L. Yoder(3) was born January 14, 1812 and died May 7, 1900.  He married Ann Kistler, August 1, 1837, who was born in 1812 and died in 1905.  Both were members of Grace Lutheran Church and are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  Their children were Sidney, Jacob, Caroline, Catharine, Barbara, Frances, Henry, and Magdalena.

Andrew L. Yoder(3) was a farmer and cabinet and furniture maker.  At the sale of his personal property after his death, many fine pieces of furniture were sold that had been made by his own hands.  Many people came from a distance to purchase antique furniture he had made.

A few years before his death, David Yoder(2), had willed to his son Andrew, his 222 acre farm on Potts Creek, charging him with the responsibility of taking care of his four unmarried daughters, who were living with him.  Andrew faithfully carried out the provisions of the will, taking care of his sisters, along with raising his own family of eight children.  He was a quiet, industrious, frugal man, beloved by all his neighbors.  He usually had a surplus of farm products, which he sold to people whose crops were "short" or had failed.  From those who could not pay cash, he took notes of credit.  At his death a number of these notes, long overdue, had not been paid.  The author's father, Colin M. Yoder(5), administrator of his estate, had the task of trying to collect these notes.  Interest was forgiven on some of the notes and others could not be collected.

The author as a small boy eleven years old, remembers well attending the funereal of Andrew L. Yoder(3).  He did not know or appreciate then that Andrew L. Yoder(3) was the last grandson of Conrad Yoder(1) to depart this life and that many years later he would be writing this sketch of him and his family.  Rev. W.P. Cline preached the funeral sermon.  He dwelt on the struggles of the early pioneers of the Grace Church community, their courage and their industry, their hardships, as they had hewed their farms out of the heavy wilderness and built their homes, and how they had lived as good Christian Neighbors, helping one another in time of need.

Division of the real estate of Andrew L. Yoder(3) among his heirs in 1900 was as follows:

To James Yoder(5) and Thomas Yoder(5), grandsons, and sons of 


Sidney    Yoder(4), 34-1/2 acres of upland and 2-1/2 acres of 


bottom land, valued at $350.

To Caroline Jarrett(4), daughter, 37 acres valued at $350.

To Barbara Yoder(4), 35 acres of upland and 2-2/8 acres of 



bottom land (with encumbrance of widow dower), valued at 


$350.

To Catharine Yoder(4), 37 acres of upland (with encumbrance of 


widow's dower), valued at $350.

To Margaret (Magdalena) Hoover(4), daughter, 38 acres of 



upland valued at $350.

To Frances Whitener(4), daughter, 37 acres of upland valued at 


$350.

Children, Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren


1. Sidney Yoder(4) married Eliza Reep.  Their children were James and Thomas.  Sidney Yoder (4) was a member of Grace Lutheran Church and is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  He was a farmer.

Thomas L. Yoder(5) was born August 26, 1870, and died July 3, 1939.  He married Fannie Wilson, who was born September 16,1871, and died July 11, 1944.  Both were members of Grace Lutheran Church and are buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  Their children were Guy, Roy, Earl, Annie Lee, Virginia, and Paul.  Thomas L. Yoder(5) was a farmer.

Guy V. Yoder(6) was born September 5,1898.  He married Edna Price. 

Roy O. Yoder(6) was born November 28, 1900, and died August 7, 1964.  He married Carrie Devinny, July 23, 1921. Their children were Mary, Dorothy, Ruth, Betty, and Grier.

Mary Inez Yoder(7) was born May 4, 1922.  She married James Keever.  Their children were Barbara Sue, James Larry, and Catherine Lynette.

Barbara Sue Keever(8) was born November 22, 1940.  She married Blaine Briggs.

James Larry Keever(8) was born February 6, 1942.  He married Nora Faulkenburg.

Catherine Lynette Keever(8) was born April 3, 1948.  She married Danny Chavis.

Dorothy Helen Yoder(7) was born December 18, 1923.  She married Ralph Wiggins.  Their children were Ralph, Jr., Rebecca Lou, and Curtis Ned.

Ralph Wiggins, Jr.(8) was born January 6, 1946.  She married Tommy Street.

Ruth Eileen Yoder(7) was born July 3, 1925.  She married B.J. Blackwell.

Grier Stanley Yoder(7) was born March 11, 1934.  He married Phyllis Leinback.

Betty Faye Yoder(7) was born December 16, 1926.  She married John R. Hull.  Their children were Elsie Elaine, Jeannie Carletta, John Steven, Faith Marie, Faye Sherry.

Earl Yoder(6) was born January 12, 1904.  He died September 29, 1961.  He married Lela Heavner.

Annie Lee Yoder(6) was born December 19, 1906.  She married Henry Clontz.

Virginia Yoder(6) was born February 16, 1909.  She married John Tyner.  Their children were Cecil, Harold, and Shirley.

Cecil Tyner(7) was born March 29, 1927.  He married Dorothy Bridgers.

Harold Tyner(7) was born November 5, 1929.  He married Frances Ethridge. 

Shirley Tyner(7) was born November 27, 1935.  She married Charles Badaukis, Jr.

Paul Yoder(6) was born May 2, 1913.  He married Virginia Scronce.

2. Jacob Yoder(4) was born in 1828 and died in 1874.  He was married twice.  He had no children.

3. Caroline Yoder(4) married Pinkney Jarrett.  Their Children were Robert and Cope.  Caroline and Pinkney Jarrett were members of Grace Lutheran Church and are buried in grace Church Cemetery.

4.  Catharine Yoder(4) was born in 1844 and died in 1940, at the age of 96.  She never married.  She was a member of Grace Lutheran Church and is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.

5.  Barbara Yoder(4) was born in 1848 and died in 1908.  She never married.  She was a member of grace Lutheran Church and is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.

6. Frances Yoder(4) was born in 1850 and died in 1942.  She married Phillip Whitener.  She was a member of Grace Lutheran Church and is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.  Her son, Perry Whitener(5), had the hearthstone of the old David Yoder(2) house, in which his mother was born, shaped into a tombstone, which marks her grave.

7. Margaret (Magdalena) Yoder(4) was born in 1853 and died in 1932.  She married Pinkney Hoover.  She was first a member of Grace Lutheran Church, but later, a member of Daniels Lutheran church.  She and her husband are buried in Daniels Church Cemetery.

8.  Henry Yoder(4) was born in 1842 and died in 1896.  He was never married.  He was killed by a falling tree.  He was a member of Grace Lutheran Church and is buried in Grace Church Cemetery.
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