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. IODER FANIILY IN THE ITALIAN SWISS
PROVINCES

Historical News from Moesane
The Joder Familv of Nlesocco

18th Century Portra i t  of  a Joder Fami ly of  Mesocco
Is th is the ear l iest  p icture of  a Joder? We know of  none ear l ier .  The
fol lowing ar t ic le appeared in "LaVocce Del le Val l i " ,  San Vi t tore,
Mar.  12,  1993. I t  was found and contr ibuted by Dr.  Delbert  Gratz,
and we are grateful  to Fred Haines for  the t ranslat ion.

"The 
clun ol thc .lulers, putriciuns of Mextcco, is olreudy

tlocumented in place in tlre screntcenth century. In t701, ttccording to
the 'Sttrtus 

Animarum' of that yeor, three .loder .fttntilies (onc at
L'rimett, one at Cehhiu, ond one ut Andergiu), u totul of tttelve people,
horc thc surnente.

" In tlte (irigioni thc .lulcrs n,ere ulrcuh, Iot.utrtottail ut
llluie nf ald in 1175, in tht :Luttcnth t.cntur.1, ttt Fuldcru. Di.sentis,
.1niliust. l 'cllu, I)uwts, Pret,,lugogn, in the.sclentcenth al Ilanz.,
Thusis, Rucun, Pleif', ,lurn, Lunthrcin, lir;., ct t.ctcru. lTrunslutor,s
nolc: I hclieya ull thcsc plot'es ure in ,h,itz.erlonI rathcr rhan thc
Itrrliun origioni.l (.ontinued on page 6

EARI, IEST YODER SIGNATT]RES IN

- i n f o rma t i on  con l r i bu ted  bv  R i cha rd  H  Yode r
Are these the ear l iest  Yoder s ign:r tures to f lppeir  in America?' fhev 

wel l  may be.  In 1720, l  pet i t ion was t i led by crr ly  residents of
the present day Olev Tou,nship of  Berks Countv sceking to establ ish
lhe area as a septra le township.  Signatures for  , ' . lohn . foder"  and
". lost  (h is X rnark)  . loder"  are shown above. Interest ingly enough.
lht '  s ignature for  , fost  is  d i rect lv  beside thal  of  one "( ieorge Boon",
grandl i r ther of  the l i rnrous Daniel  Boone. who was to be borrr  in
Berks ( lounty in 1738.

( ' on t i nued  on  page  6

ANIERICA:? !

gb{,**;*trp,
Yoder Signatures from 172O Oley Township Peti t ion

THE HISTORY OF YODER, OREGON
--by Joel Daniels, grandson of Nell ie Yoder Eyman

and resident of the Yoder area

Located in the North Wil lamette Valley midway between
Port land and Salem, Yoder today consists mainly of gently rol l ing
farmlnnd, wooded areas, and a sprinkl ing of residences. l t  is not a
town or city but a rural center with a general store, a garage, two
churches and a private school, l t  was not alwavs so. When the f irst
white sett lers reached this nrea, they found mostly evergreen forests
of huge old growth f ir  trees and an occasional "prair ie" burned off
by the Native Americans to provide pasture. The land was given
out in land grants of 640 acres and sett lement began in earnest in
1850. Forests were cut down, burned and the land cleared for
farming. When the f irst Yoders arr ived, the land grants had been
broken up into smaller parcels and i t  was conrnron to buv 60 to 120
acre tracts.

Yoder Store when it was newly opened in 1915. Atthough it was
enlarged, it looks pretty much the same today.

I n  nbou t  l 87 f  t he  G ideon  and  Ca the r i ne  Yode r  l _an t z  and
their  f : lmi ly  became the f i rs t  of  the Yoders to move to lh is area. .
( ' n t he r i ne  was  t he  daugh te r  o f  B i shop . , f ona than  Yode r  ( yR l2aJ )
lnd grew up near Bloomington,  l l l .  af ter  her fami lv movet i  there
fronr Pennsylvania.  She and others of  her Yoder re lat ives f i rs t
nroved lo Dade County,  Missour i  before coming to f ) regon.
l nc l r r ded  we re  he r  h ro the r  Asa . f ,  and  he r  nephew , r , . l ona th rn  S . ,
Levi  D.  lnd her n iece,  Mary-  (  Mrs.  . foseph) Schwnrtz(endruber) .
r \ f ler  years of  drought,  the fami ly began to look westward ant l  sent
Wi l l  Yoder (Asa's son) and , loe Schu,artz to scout  orr t  the Dakotas.
l 'her  d id not  look pronr is ing,  so Mary Schwartz wrote to her aunt
( 'ather ine Lantz to inquire about the possih i l i t ies in Oregon.

According to an essay by Or lando perry yoder ( . lonathan's
son) wr i t ten about 1950, Cather ine's let ters to Nf issour i  gave the
folks there "Oregon fever" .  Nlore let ters were exchanged and in the
sunlmer of  1887, Joe Schwartz and Dave Yoder (another sorr  ofAsa)
came to Oregon and v is i ted wi th the Lantzes who were located near
the present Yoder Store.  Joe Schwartz sent  bnck gkrwing reports of
the wonderfu l  Oregon to h is wi fe and fanr i lv  in Nl issorrr i : rnd to ld
them to pack up and come to C)regon. He had al ready lbund a farnr
of  80 acres for  them to move onto and he wrote that  he would st . t1.
there lnd wai t  for  them to come bt  t ra in as soon as thev coul t l
a r r ange  t h i ngs .

( ' on t i nued  on  page  4

I ) iS IDE:
-N l1 \RTIN YOT'ER FOt IND? (OHl l25)  b .  c i rca  t790.
-E , {RI , \  PA.  YODER RETINION-WHO CAN YOTI  N. \ I \ IE?
-PI I  IL  YODI ]R- ' 'CHAMPION C]OWBOY OF'  TH E \ \  ORI ,D ' '



' fhe 
Yoder Newslet ter-  Founded 1983 by

Ben  F  Yode r  ( 1913 -1992 ) ;  Ch r i s  Yode r  &  Rache l  K re i de r

FROM THE EDITORS

( ' h r i s Y o d e r , E d i t o r . B r t t l e C r e e k , N I l ; J o h n W ' Y o d e r ' C i r c u l a t i o n

I lanugcr.  Nt iddletruq.  lN;  Rachel  Kreider '  Senior  Contr ibut ing

E r l i t o r . G o s h e n . l N : E s t h e r E . Y o d e r , N t a i l M a n a g e r ' G o s h e n ' l N l

Donald Katr f fnr i tn.  \ 'NL Homepage Webmaster,  Edmonton'  Albert f l '

( - r n a t i i r . O t h e r ( ' o n t r i b r t t o r s : R i c h a r d H ' ' t ' o d e r ' B e c h t e l s v i l l e ' P ' \ ;

I lubert  A.  \ 'oder.  Clh i l r lot te,  NC-l  Dorothy Yoder ColTman'  Mnlvern '

PA: Dr.  Don Yoder.  Devon. PAI Nei l  D'  Wi l fong'  Cleveland'  NC; and

Dr.  Delbert  Gratz,  Bluf f ton.  OH

SEr -  D  \ ' \  L  ( IORRESPON DEN( IE :
-FOR C IRCtTLAT ION lSS t iES  ONLY such  as  new  o r  r enewed

subscr ipt ions,  changes of  acldress,  orders for  back isst tes to:  Yoder

Newslet ter .  P.O'  Box 594,  Goshen, l5 ' i  16527-0594'

-  . \ LL  OTHER CORRI ISPONDENCE-  Dea l i ng  w i t h  ances t ra l

qrrer ies or  contr ibut ions for  future YNLs or archives (such as reunion

iot ices.  let lers to the Edi tor ,  copies of  Bib le records or  other h istor ical

infornrat ion) to:  ( 'hr is  Yoder,  203 Llkeshire Rd' ,  Bat t le Creek'  Ml

. 190 I5  ( o r  b l  e l ec t r on i c  mr r i t  t o  " 75757 .337 l t a r compuse rve ' com" ) '

*  *  x  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  x  x x  t :  *  : : r  J :  *  * *  X  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  x  x  *  *  *  *  x  x  * *  * * *  *  x  *  * x *  *  *  x

YNt .  PRI ( IE  INFORI \ IATION $S$$ (Pr ice  t rnchanged s ince  1983! )

-The \ ' \ t ,  subscr ip t ion  is  on  an  annua l  bas is - two issues  fo r  $3 '

-8 . \ (  K  lSSt rES o f  the  YNL are  $ l  per  i ssue '
-\ 'ot ler Newsletter lssrtes I Through 25 - bound 2'10 page volume

includes a topical index of major art icles, and an "every name index"'

(Pr ice  528 pos l  p , r id ) .
Order fronr: 

' fhe Yoder Newsletter, P.O'Box 59'1, Goshen' lN 46527'

YODER DATA ON DISK PRICE RISES-  As  we now are  dea l ing

with 5 t l isks worth of information, we :rre forced to increase our

price for our "\ 'oder Dlta on Disk" to $10 (postage included)'

Anvone interested can get the f i les AT NO CHARGE by f i le transfer

from the Yoder Newsletter Homepage (www'yodernewsletter 'org) '

Letters to the Editor:

Hello, I  am rather new to this "fr indshaft" (?sp) business' I  have

been f i l l ing in an ancestral fan chart which has space for l '023

rncestors. Lining in Panama I have no lccess to books so was thri l led

to f ind al l  this info. vin the internet '  In your Yoder site I  am a

granddnughter of YR26l1921 , my maiden name wRs Yoder'  My

i iusband, Jacob Tice, is a grandson of YR26ll9l24 and a great

grandson of YR2611523. --Marlene S' Tice Chir iqui '  Panama (delete

iol lowing) j-m-t ice-dcwp.nel.pa phone/fax: (507)770-6542

l 'nt rt  "Yoder-Yoder". My parents were Owen J' & Verda Yoder

From Topekl, In. Dad's dad was Jacob J' Yoder from LaGrange Co'

ln. & lVlother's Dad wns Eli  D. Yoder from Logan Co' OH'

:l-::-:T.::l-:T]-:1-:1ll:::::l-l1l--?.l11lf-:
Hi, Chris, Just a note to thank you for yotrr work on this'  I  nm

an"Oley Yoder." My family owns n farm that is on pnrt of the

originni Hnns Yoder property nlong the Manntawny' l t  is boundtd-by

the Crooked Dam. As fnr as we have been able to discover'  i t  has

always been owned by someone with Yoder roots'  but not in a direst

l ine ofdescent. I  have real ly appreciated your efforts in tying together

the Anabapatist and Reiormed or original ly Reformed or "New

Born" parts ol the family. l t  has been in help in nty nuclear lamily

because I mlrr ied into a Mennonite family that has lots of Yoders'

too. We deal with both perspectives on Christ ianity in the extended

family. Sincerely, Ruth [Jmble <umble@ccconnect 'com>

I have been receiving the Yoder Newsletter for almost 20 years and

have never seen or rend nnJ-thing about my husband's Grandfather

Lewis Delong Yodder born i845 and died 1925 in Hegins' Pa' Buried

in Lutheran Cemetery in Hcgins and was married to El izabeth Mnv

l\I i l ler who is also brrr ied in that Cemetery Jan' l9'14' I  have no more

informtt ion on either one of them. Any information yorr can give

would be greatly , lpprecintecl.- Mrs' Sylvin Heim' 32 Grnndview Ave'

N l idd le town,  Pa 17057-21 l5
(Editors Note: We nre just SO sorry Mrs' Heim didn't  wri te YEARS

rgo, We have sent her n ful l  ancestral record on Lewis

(OHISZStS). ' .and pointed ottt  variorts YNL art icle which reported on

his direct r lncestors.. . .  including one which inclrrdes His Father

wil l iam's birth cert i f icate (YNi 14)'  lF YOLl ARE LIKE MRs'

HEll \ l  nnd just have not seen anything on yotrr family

heritree...PLElSp Wnlfe or email  Chris Yoder'  203 Lakeshire Rd'

Batt le Creek, MI 49015
75'15'7.33'7l@compuserve.comd 

we,ll try to pin

point your Yoder family roots for youl!)

I  came ncross a reference to this page as I was searching for genealogy

sites. I wnsn't expecting to {ind such en in-dept$ collcction o{

information devoted str ict ly to Yoders. I  wi l l  definitely visi t  this page

again. Thanks. Eric D' Yoder ericdyoder@yahoo'com Mil l  Creek' Pa

This l9l8 photo from the Pendleton' Oregon rodeo shows Phil

Yoder, l  soir of , less Yoder, on whose land Yoder'  Wyoming was

b u i l t . P h i t w a s w r i t t e n a b o u t i n Y N L 2 4 ' b y F l o r e n c e S c h u l t z o f
' l 'orr ington. \ \ '1o. .  who was taught horseback r iding by him when a

rloung i irr .  Florence discussed t ' i  oays as a rodeo star and his being

gir" ?rr? t i t le "Champion Clowboy of the World" '  He reportedly

iarr"A awir l-  in the 1950's'  without descendants'

* x x x { * x $ x x x x x x x x * x x s x x x * * * x t * x x * x s x { * s * a { x * x x * f  
* x * * * * * * * a {

VISI'T THE \ ODER HONIEPAGE AT: www'yodernewsletter 'org

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ARE ALL \ 'OI.]R F,{NIILY MEMBERS RECEIVING THE YODER

NE\\ 'SI,ET'TER???? WHY NOT SEND GIFT STIBSCRIPTIONS?

OTIR PRIC'E HAS NOT CHANGED SINCE WE STARTED IN 1983'

THERE AREN'T NIANY THINGS WHICH CAN SAY THE SAME:

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x *

Wonderf ir l  si te! Forrnd my gg grandparents'  Fanny Yoder (YR23b47)

and Samuel King. I  can provide extensive info on their descendants'

most of which reside in l l l inois. Thanks to al l  of you who have added

the Census and other info'  I t  is very much appreciated! BTW' I l ived

in Switzerland for 5 years without knowing I had Swiss forbears

(assuming, of course, that "schweitzer" Christ ian (YR23) didn't  get

that name for some other reason)'  Stan Wrobel

_<Stan.Wrobel@compaq.com> 
Groton, Ma LlSA

I have enjoyed gett ing to know my relat ives in Yoder, Oregon' Nly

great auni, Ada Sinclair (Yoder) celebrated her 90th birthday in

November, 1999 in Yoder, OR. l  had n fabulous t ime! Thank -vou

rnswering my init ial  inquiry.. . . . . i t  was my f irst connection""thank you

verv very m[ch' sueMather

NEW DATA IN YODER ARCHIVES SINCE LAST ISSUE:

Christ ian Yotty family of Woodford County' I l l '

Census Records- 1860-Ark; t870-Ala; 1880- I l l '  Mo' Mich; 1900-Mo'

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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"Phil Yoder'-Champion Cowboy of the World"



PENNST'LVANIA I'ODER REUNION. WHO CAN }'OU NAME?
This wonderf ir l  Yoder reunion photo was copied and supplied by Peggy Stauffer of Wil low Grove, Pa. Her great-grandfather Albert L. "Al"
' \ 'oder (OHl33lbb) (1860-1923) is the gentleman u' i th glasses and a dark suit  in the rear row, direct ly left  of the central tree, and to the r ight
of the bor'  \r i th t ie and cap. PeggY estimntes that this photo was taken sometime between 1914 and the death of her great grandfather in 1923.
l \ lanl lears ago, prominent historian Dr. Don Yoder provided the YNL a xerox of this same reunion photo. His own grandmother is the lady in
the dark dress seated in the from row beside the man in the dark suit .  He describes her as "surrounded by various aunts and great aunts and
corrsins of nrine". Dr. Yoder recal ls spending happy chi ldhood summers on his grandmother's Schuytki l l  County farm, in the Hegins Valley.
,{re there enough family members out there who recognize people to help us name ALL the people at this early pennsylvania reunion? Al yoder
nas a well  dri l ler '  He married Saloma Arnold ( lE6J-1945), and is buried at Salem United Methodist Church cemetery in Mabel, pA.

x  t  +  a  *  *  *  x  x  *  *  $  *  x  *  *  *  *  x  x  x  x  *  *  *  I  *  x  *  *  *  f  *  *  x  I  {  *  x  x  x  I  *  x  *  *  *  x  *  *  *  x  *  *  +  x  *  x  *  r  +  r  +  {  *  *  f  {  x  *  *  *  f  *  *  *  *  *  x  {  * f  *  *  f  s  *  *  x  {  *  *  {  r x  x  *  *  {  {  s  x  f  *  *  f  *  x  x  {  x  x  x  {  *  *  *  *  *  *  *Sonre Recent Yoder Contacts: --yR116217- John C. Yoder, O Stustr,  iNrr ini i i" j i*na*ebtv.ner
-- l  anr a descendant of the Melchior Yotter l ine that ended up in --YR2357261- Dehlia "Dally" Yoder - Gustav A. Smith
Greene (1o., Pa. My grandmother is Dolores Jean Yoders; her father Smittygd@aol.com
was In' in Thom:rs Yoders (M25231) (1909-1981; bur. Hewitt 's Cem.; --YR23567 Jacob Yoder -- Dennis E. yoder, yoderddtw@juno.com

--( 'onrad thru David, Solomon. and Eliza C. (Con375). via El iza C's --YRl77l2- Wil l iam Yoder - Overlook Farm.
second hrrsband Robert Michael Petr ie. Barry Tnylor 226 N Bost St overlookfarm@mindspring.com
Statesvi l fe. NC 28677 (7041 873-6204 - -Con6l4-  Calv in Yoder -Georgia Col l ins,  gcol l ins@mato.com
--Prici l la Yoder (Con28) who was married to Jackson Lentz. Diana --YBll3293- After investigating my tree more I found that Marye1
( Len t z )  \ ' oung  "d i ana  young "  <hoyoung rD ind iana .edu> Zigler, (Wife of Joseph H Yoder born February 01, lS53), is the f irsl
--Anna Yoder (1768-1843) (YBl2l) was married to my ancestor cousin to Earl Charles Sigler, (Husband to Viola C Yoder born March
Abraham Nleyer.  Great  Swamp Ruth Moyer gofor joy@erols.com 17, 1889). Dave Smith "SMITH,DAVID" <dsmith24@neo.rr.com>
- -Alonzo Yoder (Con392l)  Glenn Templeton <wtempl l999@aol.com> --?Con87l-  Wi l l iam D. Yeother/Yoder-  budnancy@glccomputers.com

wife Clarn Endya Hostet ler) ;
<la rr rensm:r''ril) ah oo. com>

Tornado, WV t lSA and
- - (?YR25765)  Hannah
squ inn /dp t ine t .ne t
- - \ 'B l 3 l -  Anna  Yode r  Moye r  ( 1771 -1862 )  -We ldon  Sch lonege r ,

ws0,10J5fd n avix.  net
-- \ 'R2365212- Nlelv in J Yoder. .  Melv in , Iohn Yoder l l l

<SAILI 'OYOra)AOL.COM> Marvvi l le .  l l  USA

Krist ie Sands-Kuzniar -YRl4223l2l Harry El lsworth Yoder --Ed Yoder
ecyod e r@ c rossv ille, com

YR235443- Noah Yoder - Nancy yoder, yodernanrOvoyager.net
Yoder m Nicholas Strubhar - --YR235l-Barbara Yoder who m, John Schrock, Jul ie Quinn

<jsquinn@cts.com> San Diego, CA USA
--YR234,13423- Edna J. Yoder-- Mark Matthews
markem2@email.msn.com
--YRl2l24- Susannah Yoder-- Susan Ann Hoffman. Route 3.
Wil l iamston, MI 48895 windseve@acd.net
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Continued from Page I
Mary complied and in November made the tr ip with her 4

daughters and Asa's son, Ed Yoder. She wrote extensively to her

family back in Missouri about her tr ip west nnd what she found

after she arr ived.
"l net,er sav such llsnvy.frost in my life, ond I guess you

tutn't hcliet,e it, hut it is true, the lettuce arul cohhagc arc not hurt a

purticle. At.first I thought there was too much timher here, hut I like

it hctter nll the time, Vl/e huve such gootl vater I'll teill tell you in

t'hot Mo. is ahead o.f Oregon. That is grotving weeds' Here the
gardcns ure so cleon. ,loe is .iust in his glory vhen he can work

untund his stunrps and logs. Sonre of the trees are.fearful' 150.ft

high und us struight as an srrov,"
To her brother, Jonathan Yoder who already had a sawmil l '

these must have been magic words. He traveled out west to visi t  in

Junel888, bought land and arranged for a house to be bui l t  by

newlyweds Wil l  Yoder, who had come in March of that year with

his new bride Jennie, Mary did mention:
"The greatest dravbtck I hat'e seen is thot I can't hake good

hrcad. Vou can scarcely believe it but the hread of such vhedt thot

,loe sent is not goorl The millers sr4) the! let it get ho rtpe lle vill

try it flnl cut slnrc green ncxl Yeor,"
No doubt she was missing the hard red whent she rvas used to

back home. not the white soft wheat grown in Oregon, By 1889' the

rest of the Yoders had sold their farms in Missouri '  moved to

Oregon and the community of Yoder was begun' These famil ies

were especial ly close since the wives of Asa, Jonathan and Levi were

sisters, dnughters of El ias Yoder's (YRl2a33) second wife Catherine

Stucky Fry. In July, 1893, John Plank Yoder, another of El ias

Yoder's sons moved his family to Oregon from l l l inois where he was

superintendent of schools in Marsei l les. In a letter dnted August l0'

1893 to his brother Isaac (Ike), who remained in I l l inois:
"The iloys ilre prety wnrnr , hut the hent is not so sti.fling as in

Itl., urut the nights are slwoys cool nnd one atsnkcs refreshed tnd

restel in u vay thnt is astonishing to one vho hts the experience.for

the .first tinic. "

It is remarkable now to realize that this large extended family

was able in a fair ly short period of t ime to purchase ncreages nearly

contiguous with one another. Since the land was mostly covered by

dense forest and brush, some so thick that one had to crawl to get

through i t ,  i t  was not very productive unti l  i t  was cleared' The new

sett lers were determined to clear the land so they could produce the

crops they were used to in the east. John P. Yoder describes the
process in another letter to lke Apri l  14, 1894:

"l suppose t'e have tolil you hefore of the hig pine trce tlrat

stooil ne(r our house .during holidoys the hoys in the neighhorlnotl

snt'eil it dotvn .No wagon in the neighhorhood could houl the logs nnrl

no savmill couhl sav them.fttr it:rluas 187 long tntl nearly 6.ft. across
the stunrp ly'e hauled some of the best o.f the linrhs .for.firapood and
the other ilny Louis [.lonathnn's sonJ and Arthur [.lohn P.'s sonJ
horel it vith the ship augur ond burned it up. The vay this is done is
to hore holes ul intcn'tls of ten or.fifteen .feet .from the top funvn to the
heart then hore corresponding holes in the sides to intersect these.
Thcn dntp some live coals dov'n .from the top . The .firc till do the
rest. "

The enterprising Yoders with their neighbors set about to
organize a variety of act ivi t ies in the community in addit ion to
clearing the land and bui lding their houses. Evergreen School was
buil t  in 1889 and classes were held that winter with Asa Yoder as
schoolmaster. (That school lasted unti l  Christmas vacation 1923
when the school wRs moved to a new two-room building a quarter-
mile north.) According to a Smyrna Church history compiled by
the Sunbeam Sunday School Class taught by Gungadene Mitts in
the 1950s: Dec. 25, 1889--The Yoder chi ldren moved into their new
schoolhouse, and on Dec. 28 the people congregated Rt the new
schoolhouse to organize a Sunday School and to elect off icers. Mr.
A. J. Yoder was chosen Superintendent with Mr. John Taylor
assistant. Nlr.  J. J. Yoder secretary, Mr. Tom Yoder and Miss
Elsey Taylor organists. The classes were formed and the lessons for
the next quarter were discussed. A vote was then taken on a name
for the school. The house majori ty was in favor of Evergreen. After
that the Evergreen Sundav School had services at l0:00 A.M.

The Evergreen School

On January 29, 1890, the Rev' F. W' Parker, minister of the

Cumberlnnd Presbyterian Church in Woodburn, preached the
funeral sermon of Dr. Byland of Woodburn. His brother'  O. H.

Byland, who l ived near what is now Smyrna Church in l 'oder'  was

present and invited the Rev. Parker to come and prench at the

Needy Schoolhouse, 2 miles northwest of Yoder, whenever i t  might

be convenient,
The Rev. Parker was busy with his duties, but he promised to

come and wns able to prench on May l l ,  1890. After the services
the people asked him to come again, but he was not able to unti l
June 22 after which they had a basket dinner. According to Asa
Yoder, who wrote the "olf icial" history of Smyrna Church in 1892'
the service was pleasant and a large crowd gathered for a basket
dinner in the grove. The people asked why he did not organize R
church at Needy and he snid of course he would i f  there were
enough in favor of i t .  The f i f th Sunday of the month was chosen as
the day to hold a meeting. The Rev. Parker, assisted by the Rev. T.
H. Small ,  met with the people on June 29, nnd a membership of
twelve became known al i  the Needy Congregation of the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church,

It  was decided that the Rev. Parker would preach on the f irst
Sunday of the month at both the Needy and Evergreen
Schoolhouses. Soon after, the people of both neighborhoods decided
to bui ld a church halfway between the two schools, and i t  was begun
on January 31, 1891. According to Asa Yoder, The people were
poor, but they went to work with a wil l .  They cut the logs' and
hauled them to J. S. Yoder's sawmil l ,  then hauled the lumber to the
place of bui lding, and with their own hands, put up the bui lding on
n piece of land given for that purpose try Bro. Benjamin Rupe

IRoopl. The church was enclosed and Rev. Parker preached the
first sermon in the house on the sth day ofApri l  1891. The people
probably sat on planks placed on chunks of wood, but soon some of
the lumber wns fashioned into pews by Wil l  Yoder and his cousin
lddo Hein. Those same pews Rre in use today, and one can marvel
at the clear wide planks thal must hRve come from some very large
trees. Evidence that there ntust have been a number of large trees
on the site remnin under the church today where one can st i l l  f ind a
large stump that for many years provided part of the foundation'

The Rev. Parker expressed a wish during the f irst service
thlt  because the congregation was poor f inancial ly, but r ich in zeal
and spir i tual l i fe, i t  should be henceforth known as the Smyrna

[from the book of Revelat ionsl Congregation of the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church, Soon after a decision was made to unite with
the Congregntional ists. The story has been handed down through
the years that one of the reasons for the change of aff i l iat ion was
that Congregational ists al lowed women to vote and hold ol l ice.

Asa Yoder reflects on the first years, Since its organization'
the church has prospered as well  as could be expected. The church
has now a membership of 47, most of whom joined on Confession of
Fnith, The house was f inished and dedicated on the lst Sunday of
December 1892 by the Rev. Cephas Clapp, assisted by the Pastor
Rev. Parker.



I t  is interesting to note that although the yoders, who came
to Oregon were raised as Amish-Mennonite, John p. wrote to his
brother Jonathan in Missouri from Marsei l les, I l l . ,  Sept. 10, lgg6,
thnt "The inf luential church here Rs at Danvers [I l l inoisl is the
Congregational & | am incl ined to think they form about our best
and most intel l igent communit ies." I t  is not known if  there was any
discussion nbout forming a l l lennonite church nlthough many others
o f tha t fn i th l i vednearby .  As  soon as  Jonathan yoder  and h is
family were sett led, land was cleared to erect the sawmil l .  I t  was
buil t  over a large stump used to Rnchor the grain grinder. The mil l
was powered by a l0 ho_rse power steam engine bought in the
French Prairie AreA near Fairfield. Besides cutting lumber, every
Friday was grain grinding day. Jonathan's daughter Nell ie Eyman
remembered in n "History of the Yoder Area" publ ished in 1959,
"thnt many t imes her mother had extras for the noon meal i f  the
customerrs grinding wasn't f inished."

highways in the Rren. Al l  ofthe originat yoder houses are gone or in
ruin except for the Wil l  Yoder house, but yoder descendants
number about one-third of the approximately 75 residents of the
Area. A grent-grandson of Jonathan yoder, paul yoder and his
family own and operate the store. Other famil ies part of yoder
through the years include: McCormick, Taylor, Jackson, Kropf,
Wylnnd, Sconce, Brockert,  Owen, Watson, Feenie, Roesch,
Conkl ing, Schriever, Wrolstad, Dybvad, Sinclair,  Sether and more.
* t * * * * x t i * i i t t * * t * * * * t f ,  f  i * i * f  * ( i * * * * i * * { * * * i * * * t i i t * * t i * * *

The Jonathan Yoder Family picture was taken about lBgg judging
by the age of my grandmother who would have been T yrs-otJ,
and her mother Barbara had a paratytic stroke in 1901. Back rowi:
Aaron Llvingston, Orlando perry, John Jay, Louis Beftram, Rosa
Bonheur. Front row: Atbeft Grcnt, Ralph Emerson, Jonathan
Samue/ Yoder, Nellle Beatrice, and Barbara Fry yoder. J. S. had
quite a flair for names. He pretty weil had the iareers planned for
his children: Aaron went to Oregon Agricuttural Cottege to learn
blacksmithing and machine work so he coutd come back and run
the mill, Perry went the same schoo! to dudy hor.ticutture, John
Jay became a bookkeeper, Louis and AIbeft farmed. Rosa
married early and had a targe famity and Nellie took painting
/essons.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x * * * * * * *

YODER DOWER CHEST ON
"ANTIQUE ROADSHOW"

The Jan. 2000 season opener ofthe popular PBS TV program
"Antique Roadshow" was broadcast from Columbus, Ohio. Among
the i tems brought in for appraisal was a Pennsylvania Dutch
"dower chest" with the init ials "J,Y." on the front. Two frakturs
(birth cert i f icates) were pasted inside the l id,. .one for "Johannes

Yoder" born 1815, and the other for "Anna Zook" born 1816. both
in Mif l l in County Pennsylvania.

This couple was John D. "Red John" Yoder (YRl46l l)
(born 6/2811815 Huntington County, Pa and died 3/16/1895 Logan
County, Ohio age 79y 8m l8d) and Anna Zook (born 7/13/1816
Mifllin County, Pa and died ll2/1892 in Logan County age 75y 5m
l9d), They were married on 12/22/1836 (about the date estimated
for the manufacture of the chest---which was given an appriased
value of from $10-12,000). Both John and Anna are buried in the
Alexandria Cem., Union Twp., Logan County, Ohio.
(Thanks to readers Shir ley M. Brown and Jul ie Getter for both
contacting us about this show)* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

YODER DESCENDANT BECOMES
AMBASSADOR TO BTIRUNDI

Mnry Carl in Yates has been appointed ambassador to Burundi, She
is a descendant ofJohn Plank Yoder (yR12a332, 1846-1894,). Her
husband is already ambassador to Guinea. John p. yoder's fourth
chi ld wns Hatt ie, who married McDonald potts, and Mary is their
grnnddaughter. --- Thanks to Jim Yoder and Joel Daniels
x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x * * * * * * * * * * * *

ll

The Yoder Mill, probably from about 1895. There are both low and
high wheel bicycles. / suppose it was on a Sunday since
everyone is dressed up. Most of them are yoders no doubt, but it
is almost impossible to make anyone out.

Another act ivi ty around the mil l  was making bricks, Ki lns
were improvised by plncing cul l  br icks and mud around dome_
shaped pi les of green brick stacked in such a way to leave an
opening in the center for a f ire. A shingle mil l  was incorporated
with the other act ivi t ies in a second milr erected after a di iastrous
fire in 1901, Jonathan's son, Aaron took over ful l  management of
the mil l  in 1907 the year he married Edna Conrad. the mil l  burned
lgain in 1915 and a third t imc in 1934 always to bc rebui l t  using the
original parts that had been salvaged. I t  is st i l l  in operation run by
Aaron's son Russell  and his grandson, David.

An event of great and f leeting importance to the yoder
community was the coming of the Wil lamette Southern Electr ic
Railway in January 1915, To coincide with this new opportunity,
Jonathan Yoder erected a bui lding consist ing of a general store and
warehouse, Louis and Edda Wrolstad came from Barlow to run the
store and the stop on the train became yoder Stat ion, The yoder
Warehouse Co. was formed to faci l i tate the handling and shipping
of 50 to 60 cars of potatoes each year in addit ion to cars of cider
apples, cordwood, pi l ing, eggs, cream, poultry, dressed hogs, veal
and other commodit ies to Oregon City and port land. Students were
able to use the train to go to high school in Molal la. The rai lwav
was the source of i ts own demise. On the return tr ip i t  often hauled
rock used by crews of local citizens to build roads. The first paved
road through Yoder was laid in 1925_26, the year the train
discontinued service.

. With the exception of cleared land and newer houses, yoder
remains about the same as i t  was a hundred years ago. Oregon,s
str ict land-use laws do not al low the populat ion to increase very
rapidly. The roads are al l  paved and growth of the port land and
Salem metropoli tan areas cause an increase in tralf ic on the major
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Continued from page I
"Thel'prohnhly ctnrc./iom onc of'thcsc plrces to settle il

Nlesot'co. Thcl' disuppeured .fiom there in the secorul haff' of' the

eightecnth ('cntun'. In.fttct, the ',ltutus Aninrtrutn' of' 1773 notul onll

one sun,iving nrcmher d the clan: Mnriu Donrcnicu, lifing in the

listrit't of'Anilergkt, Marit Morgheritt ,Ioder hail ilied onlv- n little

hefitrc, at Mesocco, on Mq 7 of'that l'ear.
",\cvernl e migrunts enrcrged ./iom the 'loder .fimrily o/ Mesocco,

ilrcn t,ho v,crc principttlly ttctive us merchunts in Gcrntany, vhere tlrcy

pnthuhlr t'ontinued to eist nlier thc clan dieil out in Mesocco. For

a-runrylc, in 1701 one Pictro Mtrio,Iodcr, then in his fiventies, wos

t'nrriul us 'rcsiilent' ut Mesocco ulthough he had entigruted. In 1750,

ut Ratishone, u ,Sotietl' of' Merchunts ol Mextcco tt',l'l.f ounleil h)' the

tilows of' Giocomo Toscnrut, Domcnico Fantoni, Alherto Maria

.luler, Pietro Marin Toscuno, nnd Girn'anni Antonio Funtoni. This

ux'iet1,, riscn .fiom thc ashes of u similnr one which Ltisteil d tlre

hcginning of'thc setenleen hurulreds, trms evcntuall! tlisxtlveil in .luly

of'1752 (Archit'e ut Marct, Mesocco, rlocunrcnts II l2 and II l3).
"We shotv n sketch ol' the coat o/' arms of' the ,loders of

Mcsot't'o, tukcn .frunt on oil pflinting nott in priwte huruls, ol ttvrt

mtrried .lolers of the eighteenth century'ilso n hriel'.fhmil)' tree d
the.ffumil.t', tuken vith the conscnt o.f owner.fiom a photogruph o.f the

recorls, "

I  can ' t  te l l  what  the  name o l ' the  newspaper  i s ,  Someth ing  o f  the
Valleys, but bi l ls i tself  as a progressive weekly of the Ital ian Grigione

SCHEIlA GENTATOGICO DEGTI
J  0  D t  R  d l  l ' l esocco

(n region bordering Switzerland, i f  I 'm not mistaken)'  The family

tree shown is more or less readable as is. 'Nel l  Frazioni di ,  '  , '  means
' ln the distr ict of .  .  , '  'Gia defunto' meRns 'already dead. 'Assente'

menns 'resident '  or more properly 'seated at ' '  The lower'
disconnected part of the tree is noted 'Probably born nbroad, which
makes i t  di f f icult  to ascertnin to which of the f hree brances [nbovel
i t  belongs.l

r4.l
I

ggalg (d.!6er- I Elggg
€ l t f u | > d 6 @  I 6 . l @ l t € )

I

E3g_E3Cg ]lga_sc4!5
[ ? I t s ) ( - )

6  l t a !

l,t!E@

!9.]98I|
(rr@ )

l E & M m
{r&Iru)

I
@  1 6 , l @ l ? l a )

@ c j ' r ' ' d  { 6 , l A F

n e l  l r  f r a a l o n e  d l  C e b b l d

I
ffi ( -ltl 9S Abb)
oc j ' lE  {6 . I6$ l r la )

n e l  l !  f r . r l o n e  d l  A n a e r g l ,

| g  t 6 , l 6 q .  )

Mllo 91oh. al l tuauo, p6.uL
alAulra a duo at(hi)l^a ^ qutla
d,] l4a 4ML gpqttuga

I
I

@ M | @ (  - I r u )
6TE.@E( -rru)
o r .  l r l | s f f i @ ( - t751)

M

(r?al- lm) { l r+lm) 0r4rB)(- .1n7-
6 U6|nfu kgHb
M D b . | 6

l l  x  * * *  *  * *  *  x *  *  * *  *  * * *  *  * *  * * *
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No act ion was taken at  that  t ime, but  f tnother pet i t ion was

f i led years later .  This wRs also s igned by "Jost  Joder"  and his

brother "Johannes Joder" ,  and led to the format ion of  the township

i n  1740 .
nreaning "hemmed in l ike a ket t le" . . .a reference to the locl l

geography.  The or ig inal  Olev township was later  d iv ided into Olev '

Enr l ,  Pike,  Rockhnd. Distr ic t  and Exeter  townships.  Both pet i t ions

cln be seen today in the Phi ladelphia Archives.

Through the last  30 vears of  researching Hans and his

brother Yost  of  the C) ley Yoders,  i t  becomes very evident  that  their

personal i t ies were qrr i te d i f ferent .  This is  shown by rgcords as wel l  as

by mf interv iews wi th the oldest  Yoder b lood re lat ives 30 years ago

when many of  them were in their  70s and 80s.  They grew r tp in a

t ime before te levis ion,  when each v i l lage such as "Yodervi l le" ,

Pikevi l le ,  Oley,  etc.  each had i ts  own basebal l  team, band'  etc. .  L i fe

was then focused around fami lv,  f r iends and community.  Ench chi ld

on the f i r rms hnd their  chores to do and by the t ime they were in

their  late teens they had n very extensive background of  exper ience.

The stor ies of  their  ancestors were passed down from one genernt ion

to the next .  ! lany of  these stor ies can be ver i f ied through

independant records.

Hans and his fami ly were very fami ly team or iented and very

organized as evidenced by the numerous deeds and documents.

These show their  progress by their  gr is t  mi l ls ,  ver t ical  saw mi l ls '  o i l

rn i l ls ,  tannery ' .  c loverseed mi l l ,  etc '  In the t r t re Germanic t radi t ion '

Hans lef t  the honrestead to h is youngest  son Daniel  s ince his o ldest

son . fohn hld a l ready been provided for .  H:rns and his fami ly had

also lerrnet l  to wr i te,  as evidcnced by the s ignatures on the township

pet i t ion" deeds and his wi l l .
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * r * x * r * x +ii* xlllilllil x x x x x x + x * { x x + x * N x * )

Yost was evident ly  a powerfu l  and agi le man as shown bv
records of  h is love of  wrest l ing wi th the local  Indians and beat ing
them. They did not  appreciate th is so he would occnsionnl lv  let  them
u, in to m:r int l in  their  pr ide,  which was very important  to them. He
u'as also known for  taking f ret l t rent  lengthy hunt ing t r ips westward
to the Blue mountains.  He is recorded as l rapping i ts  many as f ive
wolves in a n ight .  Yost  never lenrned to wr i te.  He had his "X"

wi tnessed on his wi l l  and also on the pet i t ion of  1120 to form Oley
township.  His o ldest  son. lohn also had not  learned to wr i te bectuse
when  he  made  ou t  h i s  w i l l  i n  l 8 l 2  he  m : rde  h i s  "X "  wh i ch  was
witnessed by his o ldest  son John (OYl l )  who had learned to n,r i te.
Yost 's  property is  very d i f f icul t  to t race s ince few of  their  deeds were
ever recorded. In fact ,  four and f ive generat ions never bothered to
record their  deeds.  ln h is wi l l ,  the homestead was to be appraised
and the oldest  son was to pa) the other chi ldren the prorated rate.

fr'/
Yoder Signatures from 1740 Petit ion



- '  "  +  *  x  e ' .  -  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  x  *  * Q U e f  i e S *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

l he  YNL  w i l l  pub l i sh  Yode r  r e l a ted  i nqu i r i es  o r  exchanges  a t  no
chnrge.  Plense l inr i t  as possib le to inc lude a fu l l  return address.  Al l
inquir ies nre checked against  our records to see i fwe can help too.  l f

1ou receive added info,  p le i rse share i t  wi th the YNL for  orrr  f i les.
Send Quer ies to:  Chr is Yoder,  203 Lakeshire Rd..  Bat t le Creek.Mi
{90 |  5 or  emai l  at  7 57 57 .331 |  rd compuserae.com.

Who was John J.  Yoder,  2nd husband of  Emm:l  C Nul l  who marr ied
lst  YR239582- . fohn Yoder (d ied 1896 Somerset  County,  Pa).  My
address is :  Cather ine L Yoder.  255 Cypress Avenue, , Iohnstown, PA
15902. <pfkennedyla)webt\ ' .net> (Cather ine has s ince found that
John J,  is  YR233d23- son of  Moses Yoder and Susanna Shnffer--  she's
looking for  informat ion on his f i rs t  wi fe Amanda Layton)

Searching for Jonas Yoder, res. Green Twp of Wavne Co. in 1860,
nelr Snrithvi l le, OH. He took in a boy, Wil l iam Montgomery Brown,
ttge 6 in the summer of 1863. I 'd l ike to learn more about him from a
menrber  o f  h is  fami ly .  (YNL Note :  We be l ieve  Jonas  was YR26 lS l ) .
Ron Carden, South Plains College, Level land, TX 79336
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Have been working on YODER genealogy for  about 25 years.
Ancestor ,  John Yoder,  son ol 'Jeremiah Yoder.  John m. Hannah Reed,
They died of  typhoid Tever pr ior  to 5 Nov 1856. Want more info
regnrding them. Reply to:  l )onald C Reed ,  76 Glen \ {oore Circ le,
Lancaster ,  PA 17601 <rdonaldra)desupernet .net>

Am verv interested in what you have researched on the Chr ist ian
Yotter  Fami ly in Lee County,  lowa. He was my husbands great
grundfather by son . fohn.  I \ lv  husbands is  John Wm, yot ter  and we
l ive in Louisn County,  Iowa. Have been to the cemetary in Lee
County where we found al l  of  the Yotters graves.  Lola yot ter ,  4283
, l0th Street ,  Oakvi l le ,  Iowa 526'16 <loday6net ins.net>
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x x x x * * * * * * * * *

Mv Henrv  Beuch ler  YODER was born  10-23-1881,  d ied  4-8-1956.  In
1905 he  mnr r ied  Sa l ty  Lou ise  SPITTLER b .9-19- l88 l  d . l -21-1957.
They had one ch i ld :  Wi l l iam Henry  YODER b,6- l -1906 in  p ine
Grove, PA, d.5-30-1975, who was my uncle. See my YODER page at:
http:/ /members.aol.com/meu I 1,13/genealgy6/index.htm (per yNL - He
may have been AC93- Harry in our "unl inked" f i le) Mary Lou (Fahl)
K l ine ,27  W 8 th  St , ,  Med ia ,  I 'A  19063 ,  emai l :  Meu l l4J@aol .com

Sarah Yoder, born PA, married Tobias Fike on August 12, 1832 in
Snint Nl ichaels Evangelical Lutheran Church, Baughman Twp.,
Wavne Co. ,  OH.  L iv ing  in  Pau ld ing  Co. ,  OH a t  1850 census .
( lhi ldren: Carol ine-1,{,  Hannah-12, Cyrus-10 (my gg-grandfather),
Sarah-9. Tobias-7, ?-5, Frances-3, and George-l mo. Also with them
was Peter Fike age 66. Peter, Tobias and Sarah were al l  l isted as born
in PA. Al l  chi ldren were born in OH. Looking for birth places and
ancestors of these folks. Jean Nlayes, 4056 NIt.  Hope Road. Carson
Cit)-,  Nl ichigan,lSS I l .  <VInNlayes@centuryinter.net>

Nly gggrlndfather, John Yoder was born in Hooversvi l le. Somerset
County, Pa on 1/29/1845. C'ompany l ,  lst Maryland ( l .JS) Volunteer
Cavalry during the Civi l  War after enl ist ing at age 16, Was injrrred
when his horse stumbled while jumping a wall .  Fought at the [ast
Cavalry Batt lef ield at the Brtt le of Gettysburg. Discharged in 1865.
Nfarr ied Malinda Lohr (born l2l l8l l845 in Buckstown, Somerset
County, Pa) in October 1865. Parents of 9 chi ldren, including my
ggrandfnther, Edward Augustus Yoder (born 2/1211882 in Somerset
County). , Iohn died of his war wounds on l l /411901. Buried in
Otterbein United Brethren ( lhurch Cem., Shade Township, Somerset
Countv, John was YR23781. --Debrt Orner, 203 Metzler Street
Apartment # 3, Johnstown, PA 15904-3457 DOrnerl065@aol,com

I'm looking for information on Yoder's. I  have a framed Marriage
Cert i f icate from Edward Yoder and Amandy Lucas dated June 29,
1898 and issued in Paulding County Ohio. I  bel ieve she is related to
Governer Lucas after whom Lucas county was nnmed Robert A.
Yoder, Jr. <rvod6l3@centuryinternet.com> Mountian Home, Ar

* * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * x

Have not  seen much research on the Yoder 's in North Dakota '  My

grandmother is  Edna Mary Yoder b.  l3 Mar 1902, Pierce Co.,  North

Dakota,  m. Richard Marcus Zi l la ,  d,22 Apr 1992, Missoula,  MT.

Parents . lohn & Lydia Yoder.  Mark Nlat thewso markem2@msn.com

Looking for information on my ggrandfather John Yotter married to
Ada Lane Yotter. Last known address Topeka Kansas around 1928.
No other info avai lable. Thanks. mv email  add: is "Glen Yotter"
<yogleldea rthlin k. net>
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
My grandfather John Yoder married Leona Navojovsky. They l ived
in Al l iance. Oh. He had two sisters and a brother. Their names were
Ruth, Clara, and Wil l iam (Bi l l ) .  Their parents were Charles Yoder
and Jink Fogle. We know that Charles's mother was named Catherine
Malone, but do not know his father's name. Please reply to: Jennifer
Faulconer <jeremynjennyfdtheinnet.net> Shelbyvi l le, In

I am a descendant of the Yoder fnmily that sett led in Yoder, Oregon.
My grent grandmother was Florence Yoder and married Ernst
Guddnt in the early 1900's. I  am unable to f ind at l ink to the Guddat
side through the Yoder's. Can you help me? Please reply. Thank you.
Susan Mather .  13415 SE l25 th  Avenue,  C lackamas,  OR 97015 '
emnil :  remo6)dsinw.com
* * * * * * * * x * x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Looking for Barbara Yoder who married a Joseph Forney for
Somerset Co.. PA. In one of the GenForum's I found a comment that
there was some dispute about i f  Joseph married a Barbara Yoder, or
that i t  wns another Barbarn. I  have descended through the Forney
l ine as fol lows: Joseph - John, Sr. - John, Jr. -  Samuel - Nora Belle
-etc. Reply To: Lance D. Loomis, DrWho-Tardisfa)msn.com
Ji * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * *

My mothers maiden name is Helen Mar ie Yoder.  Her mother Nova

Marie Barton lef t  the Amish community in the ear ly 40's.  Before she

left she was married to Leroy Yoder. His father I believe was an

Amish Minister  in Ok but  I  don' t  have his name. Helen Mar ie Yoder

marr ied James Edward Phi l t ips my father.  My mother had a brother

named Jnchie Lee Yoder and his wi fes name was Agnes - .  I  was

told he died in a logging accident  out  west  somewhere'  I  do know that

her mother l ived in Michagan af ter  she let  the Amish.  l f  any of  th is

helps please let  me know.--  Cl int  Phi l l ips,  Cl intP39rOaol .com
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * *

What Happened to Mart in, son of Nlart in Yoter?

In YNL 32 we featured the discoveries about the family of
Mart in Yoder (Yoter) (OHll2), At that point we were not able to
report on the disposit ion of his son Mart in (OHll25) b. circa 1790.
Thanks to Leslie IVIcCrary, :r researcher with the Missouri Genweb
Project, we were able to follow-up on a lead from New Nladrid
County, Mo. A "Mart in Yoter" appears there in 1830. The age
seems right, the unique last name spell ing ("Yoter") seems right,
and for a family that moved to western Pa, r ight near the
hendwflters of the Ohio r iver, a emigration pattern down to a
Mississippi r iver town seems right as well .

There were only three townships in New Madrid Co. in
!830...  N' lart in Yoter l ived in New Madrid Township which included
the town of New Madrid:

Yoter. Mart in
I male under 5 years I female under 5 years
l male 30-40 years I female 20-30 years

A check of the 1840 thru 1860 census records for the county
shows no Yoderffoters. Neither do the marriage records and the
cemetery records in Ms. McCrary's possession. But a possible l ink
may exist in some other informRtion we at the YNL have had for
sonre t ime from 1850 census for Kauffman Co., Texas. This shows a
"D.8. \ 'oter" age 22 born Mo. (c1828). The date, birth place, and
name spell ing match would f i t  exactly to the male chi ld of Mart in
(the only Yoder/Yoter in the 1830 Missouri census).
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\ .ATIONAL YODER RET'N ION
,\ t 'GtrST I  l -13.2000 IN : \ , IORTH CAROLINA

The  Yode r  Fam i l y  i n  No r th  Ca ro l i na ,  i n  con junc t i on  w i t h
ou r  50 th  , \ nnu l l  Reun ion ,  w i l l  hos t  ou r  second  ga the r i ng  o f  t he
en t i r e  Yode r  C lnn  on  Augus t  l l - 13 ,2000 ,  i n  H i cko rv  and  Newton ,
( 'atn l rba (-ountr ' ,  North ( -arol ina.  This e lent  is  co-snonsored bv the
Yoder \err  s let ter .

\ \ ' e ' r e  i n t i t i n ' a l l  1 "a l l  Yode rs  f r on t  a l l  l i nes  t o  ce l eb rn te  ou r
u 'orrderf i r l  comnlon her i tage,  The Qual i t l '  Inn Hickory,  NC'  (S2g-
{31 -2109 ,  f ax  828 -4J l - 2109 ) ,  w i l l  se r ve  as  ou r  hos t  accon rmoda t i on .
The cost  is  S66/night .  double occupancv.  Cal l  thenr to make
resena t i ons  ASAP-and  remember  t o  t e l l  t hem vou ' r e  com in '  down
lb r  t he  YODER RE t ' : t * ION I
P rog rnm P l l ns  i nc l r r de :

-F r i da l  even ing  recep t i on ,  en te r l l i nmen t .  und  reg i s t r n t i on  a t
t he  Qua l i t v  I nn l

-Su tu rdu l - -  mo to r  conch  Yode r  t ou r ;  p resen t t t i on  b1 ,  Ga r1 .
R. Freeze.  Ph.D. a l lorehend Scholar  at  C, l tawba Col lege;
ded i ca t i on  o f  t he  rep r i n t i ng  o f  t he  "H i s to r y  

o f  t he  yode r  Fam i l y .  o f
\ o r t h  ( l a ro l i na "  by  ch i l d ren  o f  t he  i t u t ho r ;  bnnque t  i n  t he  Z ion
Lutherun C-hurch par ish bui ld ing wi th Dr.  Don Yoder.  professor
erner i tus at  the [ 'n ivers i t l  of  Pennsyhania Rs featured speaker

Sundal--  ecumenical  Yoder c lan worship sen, ice lv i l l  he hekl
i n  t he  l 8 l t 6  chape l  o f  Z i on  Chu rch  l ed  b l  Re r ' .  D r .  J .  La rn . \ ' ode r ;
Sund l l  d i nne r  and  p rog r i t n l .

( -osts for  the weekend events t re:  $15 registrat ion/overhe.rd l
S l7  bus  t ou r  : t nd  l unch ,  S l8  banque t ;  f o r  a  t o t n l  o f  on l1 ,  $50  pe r
pe rson  l b r  t he  nho le  ueekend  (exc l ud ing  t he  ho te l  cos t ,  o f  co t r r se ) l
Further informat ion nnd a registrat ion form wi l l  be mai led to a l l
YNL subscr ibers soon t f ter .  I 'ou receive th is issrre. Registrat ion
dend l ine  is  N lav  15 .2000.  \ \e  can be  contac ted  a t - \ 'oder  Fami l l . in
Nor th  ( la ro l inn  POB l0J7 l  I I tn  V iew St l t ion  H ickon.  NC 2S60J

THANKS TO AI -L  WHO CONTRIB( ITED:

\ Iulf iple \"oder Tour Offers
, \ s  r l e  have  h i gh l i gh ted  i n  man l  p rev i ous  YNL  i s sues ,  DR .  DELBERT
(;R.{TZ. a renown Anr ish- l \ lennoni te h istor ian.  has been direcl ing
I lennoni te Her i tage Tours for  over 25 years.  He has l ived in
sn i t ze r l and  se ' e ra l  l ea r s  and  has  e r t ens i r e  con tac t s  t h roughou t  t he
arers l ionr  rvhich the Yoders or ig inated and nr iqrated.  He of fers to
:r r r lnge u Yoder-speci f ic  fnnr ih tour for  200i .  should suf f ic ient
interest  nrater ia l ize.  Se'er : r r  indi ' idrrars ha'e . l re:rd l  expressed an
interest  based on an i tnnouncenrent  in the Yoder l is l  sen,er ,  For nror .e
infornrat ion cont i tc t :  Dr.  Delbert  Gratz.  g990 Augsburger Rd..
Blr r f f ton.  Oh {st l  I  7.  t jnra i l  :  d landtd gr t tzra.  hotnra i l .conr

I lO t rSE  OF  \ODER has  i n f o rn red  r r s  t ha t  t he l  a re  uo rk i ng  t o
s l ) onso r  a  22  dav  l ou r  o f  \ ' ode r  s i t c s  as  u ,e l l  as  n r l n l ,  o t he r  he r i t t r ge
s i t es  f r o rn  . f une  5 -2 ( r .  20 { } t .  ( ) r g l n i zed  b r .  ( . ov i ng ton  } l ee t i ng
I l anagen ren t  u ' i t h . f an  ( i l e vs teen .  n ' t i ' e  o f  t he  ) { e l he r l a ' ds  and
\eter : rn Errnrpe:rn tour gui( le.  p laces lvai lable on f i rs t_conre.  f i rs t_
sened  bas i s .  Es t im l t ed  cos t  $ .3 {00+  (do r rb l e  oc t r r panc t . ) .  Non_
ref i rndable deposi t  of  $200 l )er  person (pa1, : rb le to " [ forrse of  Yoder' l ' o r r r " )  

r o :  D . r i s  ( ) u r s .  R t . 2 ,  Box  r06  B .  Ke l se r .  \ \ es t  V i r e i n i a  2672 ( r .
\ l { l { l { l  p p  r l r r c  h r  \ o r e r r r b e r  l t ) . 2 0 t } 0 .  B : r l l r i c e  r l u e  h r  \ l : r r . c h : . 2 t } { ) 1 .
. \n '  r ; t resl ions.  J l l t 'ase contr tc l  Dor is Orrrs : r l  J0{_726-{J2 I  . r  l_onnie
Yot l r r  at  5J0-,1J2-61(17 or  l lb t ic ,shentel .net .

I l cnn ' n i l c  l i e r i l age  Tou rs -  Fo r  f i r r t he r  i n f o .  u , r i t e :  Lo i s  and  l , e r . t r
I l a s t "  \ l e n n o r r i t e  F : r n r i l r ' l l i s t o n "  p . O .  B o x  l T l . l l l r e r s o n .  p a  1 9 5 2 0 .

Son re rsc t  ( ' oun t t ' .  (See  YN t -  3J  page  t l )
*  *  : : :  t r  t  *  t ;  ; !  *  r ;  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  x  *  * *  t :  x  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  x  x  x  x  *  *  * * * *  * *  x  x

\elvs Briefs from the House of Yoder
The exter ior  stonework has been completed on the House of

Yode r  ( t he  I 750  e ra  s t l ' l e  house  be ing  bu i l t  on  t he  g rounds  o f  Sp ruce
Fo res t  A r t i san  V i l l age  i n  G rans t l i l l e ,  MD)  and  t he  s (one  masons  a re
now f in ishing the inter ior  stone f i replace and chimney.  Over
570,000 has been rnised over the last  s ix years to make the Yoder
Horrse a possiDi l i tv .  Another $25,000 is  needed to complete the
house .

The House of  Yoder wi l l  be open for  tours dur ing the 23rd
Annual  Summer Fest ival  nnd Qui l t  Show of  Clrantsvi l le  on , f  u l .v . '  l3-
15 .  2000 .  Lns t  vea r ' s  popu la r  co rn  chowde r  and  co rn  b read  w i l l  be
served again.  l louse of  Yoder is  bui l t  in  the stv le of  n horrse in : rn
a rea  o l ' ( l e rn ran l '  n ' he re  Yode rs  have  l i l ed  s i nce  1703 .  The  i n t e r i o r
f loor p lan for  the Yoder Hotrse is  pat terned af ter  two Yoder houses
in Berks Countv,  Pennsvh'nnia.  \ lan1'  of  the bui ld ing mater ia ls for
House of  Yoder h lve come from barns,  houses,  and a church house
which was torn down in the Grantsvi l le  area.  Nluch of  the new
luntber nsed in the construct ion has come from trees blown down b1
the tornldo \ } ,h ich went through the ( ; rnntsvi l le  area in 1998.

' l -he 
l i f th annul l  l lorrse of  Yoder nreet ing wi l l  be held

Noven rbe r  l l ,  2000 .  A l l  pe r sons  l r e  ue l come .  An t  ques t i ons  o r
don l t i ons  t o  t he  p ro j ec t  ( payab le  l o  House  o fYode r )  m l v  be  sen t  t o :
l . onn ie  Yode r .1066  Sn r i t h  A lenue .  Ha r r i sonbu rs .  \ ' A  22802 .
l ,onnie Yoder <l tbv/r i rshentel .net>

NE\\ 'S FRO\I  TI IE OLE\ ' \ 'ODERS
' l ' he  

O lev  Yode r ' s  a re  p l l nn i ng  a  s t , cond  Na t i ona l  l l eun ion  on
. l u l t  2 l . 2 0 0 l .  O v e r  l h e  p i l s t  l b u r  r e a r s ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s
spolrsored l r r  rnr t rut l  reurr ion on the Jrd Satrr rdav in . l r r ! r . .

f he : r n l t u : r l  ( ) l c r  \  ode r  r eun io l r  f o r  2000  u i l l  h r  i r e t t l  . l r r l r  15 .
2000  reun ion  : t t  t he  O le '  F i r e  ( ' on rpan1 . .  O le l .  p . \ .  _ \ l l  i n t e res te t l
p: l r t ies l t re uelcorne.  l ior  lnore infornr l l i ,n cont : tc t  the Oler .  \ 'oder
I ' ' an r i h  l i n r : : r ge .  I l a i l i ng  a t l r l r ess :  { 15  S (a l r  S { ree t ,  po i l s t . * . .  p . \
l9 l ( r { .  E-rn:r i l  conl i tc l :  < jvot ler , ;n bel lut l t rnt ic .ncf  > A f : tnr ih
reun ion  hus  been  he ld  spo rad i ca l l l . s i nce  1920 .

\ \ c  * o r r l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  n r e n l i o n  o u r . f u l r  2 1 . 2 0 0 1  " \ a l i o n l l

Reun i rn . "  l ' h i s  *  i l l  be  : r n  . f f i c i : r l l * J ron . , , . . , l  e  r  e r r l  b r  t he  \ . o t l e r
Nens le t r e r  and  * i l l  i n c l r r de  , n  Anabap t i s t  Yode r ' f . u r  o l ' t he  Bc rks
(  oun l \  a reu  conduc fed  bv  l , e r r u r r  l nd  Lo i s  . { nn  i l a s l .  ed i t o r s  o l
i \ l ennon i t e  F : r n r i l v  l l i s t o r r  n t : r g l z i ne  i n  Eh .e r son ,  l , u .

Ou r  Yodc r  l l e r i l : r ge  ( ' ookbook  i s  so l d  ou l .  
' f h l nk  

even .one
f t r r  l t u r i ng  l hen r .  

' I he  
r es l o r : t t i on  : r nd  n r l i n l enance  o f  t he  h i s t o r i c l l

l i t n t i l '  bu r i : r l  g round  i s  t he  n ra i n  l bcus  o l ' t he  p resen t  ( ) l e r .  \ ' ode r
l l e r i t , ge  . \ s soc ia t i on ,  Se 'e ra l  ac t i ' i l i e s .  such  us  t h t  pub l i ca l i on  a r rd
s i t l e  o l ' l he  \  od t ' r  ( ' ookb . . k  und  t he  es r r r b l i shn ren t  o l ' t h c  199 ( r  ( ) l e '
\  oder '  \at ion:r l  Rcunion \ r 'er .e inst i lu te( l  to ra ise errdol 'et l  l i rnds lbr
the centeter \ .  - - -Sincerel t . .  phr ' l l is  \  oder

NE\\ \ 'ODER BOOK A\ 'AII-ABLE' l -he 
Book I  urote on the Descendants of  nry great_grandparents

S l rnue l  K .  ( \  R25J9J )  &  I _eah  ( \ ' ode r )  ( \ .R2681J )  \ ' ode r , . l ona ihan  N .
( \  R25362 )  &  l . eah  ( \ ' odc r )  ( \ 'R25712 )  \ ' ode r ,  and  E l i  Z .  ( \ .R267J5 )
&  Sus lnna  ( \ ' ode r )  ( \ 'R257aJ )  \ ' o t l e r  i s  f i n i shed .  I  en j o red  do ing  i t  I
hope  t he  peop le  l i ke  i t .  I f  vou  wou ld  l i ke  a  book  l o l t  r n i l y  send  rou r
. rder lo Ruth F.  I laker Jr6 oak 

' r - ree 
Rd. Nranheim, pennsyrr 'n ia

1 75-f5-9103. l  ht '  cosr is  r  6.95 + 3.00 shipping.  The book is  hard co'er
n i t h  286  pages .  - -  "Ru th  

B rke r ' ,  < r f bake r i adesupe rne r . ne r>
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * x x x x * * * * * * * * * * * *
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