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Overview 

• The Yoder Newsletter 

• Origins of the name 

• Joders in Switzerland and Europe 

• American Yoders 

• Yoder Populations 

• Yoder Events 

 

 



30 years of Yoder Newsletters 



The Beginnings 



An Introduction to 

our Staff 



Rachel Kreider 

Co-founder and Senior Editor 



Ben Yoder (1913-1992) 

• Co-founder 



John W. Yoder 

• Circulation Manager 



Esther Yoder 

Mail Manager 



Donald Kauffman 

• Webmaster  



Origin of the Name 

• Historians say: “the name comes from St. Theodore 

(Theodorus, Theodulus (Abbrev. “Joder”) ) a missionary monk 

who in the fourth century crossed the Alps from Italy to bring 

the Gospel to the Valais country in southern Switzerland.”  

St. Joder Chapel Aug. 16th-St. Joder’s Day 
St. Joder 

Stamp 



Theodore- Joder  

• from the Greek name Theodōros, 

composed of the elements theos 

(god, Greek: θεός) + dōron (gift, 

Greek:δώρον), meaning: 

 

"gift of God" 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language


The Yoder Newsletter 



Joders in Switzerland 
• “"The Swiss encyclopedia (Historisch-biographisches 

Lexikon der Schweiz) locates this "ancient family" in the 

village of Steffisberg on the edge of the Oberland … 

Joder first appears as a family name in the canton of 

Bern in the 14th century. At Steffisberg the Joders began 

to appear in the records as early as 1529 and at Muri 

slightly later."  

Steffisburg today- by John W Bieber 

 



European Yoder Research 

   

Karl Joder Otmar Jotter 



Joders in Switzerland 

• An apocryphal lineage: 

Peter Joder 

Caspar b1300 Hutwill 

Ulli b. 1340 

Heini b. 1363 

Jost b. 1387 Steffisburg 

Caspar  

Caspar 

Fredli b. 1488 

Balthasar b. 1525 

Caspar b. 1548 

Caspar Joder  b. 1571 

     m. Margaret Hennig 

 

 

http://www.yodernewsletter.org/court/stef1.html 

 

--|--Caspar-Joder-b-2/24/1571-m-7/4/1596-

Margret-Hennig. 

--|-------Peter--------b-6/5/1597 

--|-------Heini--------b-10/10/1599 

--|-------Margret------b-2/8/1601 

--|-------Niclaus------b-7/17/1603 

--|-------Barbara------b-9/28/1606 

--|-------Jost---------b-11/30/1607 

--|-------Nicolaus-----b-3/25/1609 

http://www.yodernewsletter.org/court/stef1.html


Joders in Switzerland 
• The Key Yoder Family 

 



The Joder Families 

• Known descent in France and Germany 

– Joders of the German Palatinate 

– Jotters of Eppstein 

– Alsatian Joders 



American Yoders 

• The “first” Yoders Hans and Yost of the 
Oley Valley 

• The Mennonite Yoder- Hans of Great 
Swamp 

• The Amish Yoders of 1742 

• Conrad - The North Carolina Yoders 

• Melchior Yoder of Weidenthal 

• 19th Century Alsatian and German 
Immigrants 

 



The Oley Valley Yoders 

• Hans b. 1672 Yost b. 1679 in Steffisburg 

• Sons of Adam Joder and Barbara 
Ochsenbein, g-sons of Niclaus Joder 

• 1709 Hans Joder leaves Schwetzingen, 
Germany for “Island of Pennsylvania” 

• 1711- Hans in Chester Co., Pa 

• 1714- Hans in Oley Twp. 

Berks Co., Pa. 

• Reformed Church 

 



Oley Yoders 

Researchers 

Dr. Don Yoder 

Dick H. Yoder 

Walter & Mae Moore 



Hans and Yost Yoder 

Family Scenes 



The Oley Valley Yoders 



“Hans Yoder of Great Swamp” 

• Mennonite Yoder line 

• c1717 - Hans Yoder in Bucks County, Pa. 

• 1720 -  Hans buys land 

• c1753 - Hans Yoder dies 

• Descendants in Bucks 

and Lehigh Co, Pa. 

../../../WINDOWS/Desktop/Genealogy/Yoder%20Genealogy/yoder.html


Mennonite Yoder Researchers 

• Richard Yothers Ken Hottle 

 

Leonard  Yoder 



“Hans Yoder of Great Swamp” 

• Discovery from Estate Records 

– Caspar Joder (1648-by1712) m. 1670 Anni 

Zaug…some of the children in Steffisburg 

and some in The Palatinate or Alsace, and 

“Hans Joder…. about 40 years old, is in 

some foreign country, moreover it is not 

known if he is alive” 

– This Hans was born 10/7/1677 



Mennonite Yoder Line 
“Hans Yoder of Great Swamp” 



The 1700s Amish Yoders 
• Families of Christian YR2 and _____ Jotter (YR1) 

(husband of “Widow Barbara”) Arrived on “Francis and 

Elizabeth” from Rotterdam, Sept. 21, 1742 

• Settled in Berks County 

• Speculated descent from Jost Joder b. 1607 

• Yost Yoder (YRB)  by 1761 

 



Amish Yoder Researchers 

• Descendants of Jacob 

Hochstetler, 1912, by 

Harvey Hostetler 

•  many others  

• Amish and Amish 

Mennonite Genealogies, 

1986, by Gingreich/Kreider 



Amish Yoders Scenes 

Northkill Amish Congregation  

Cemetery, Berks Co., Pa 

YR23- “Schweitzer Christian” Yoder  

Homestead, Berks Co. Pa. 



Conrad Yoder of North Carolina 

• Reportedly arrives in Pa. 1746 

• To North Carolina with Henry Weidner, 

1753 

• 1763 Buys 200 acres of land 

• Dies 1790 



Conrad Yoder Researchers 

   

Fred Roy Yoder 

& 

Col. George Yoder 

Hubert Yoder Anne McAllister 



Conrad Yoder of North Carolina 



The Mussbach  

Confirmation Record! 



Updating the NC Yoder Book  



Yoders of NC- Book Update 

• New Forward by Dr. Don Yoder 

• Original text OCR’d 

• Collected Updates need to be added/ 

formated 

• Need a project manager and typing/ 

research volunteers 

• Need for Census review, further data 

collection 

 



Melchior Yoder of Weidenthal 
• Born to a Niklaus Joder in Germany 

8/15/1736 

• Naturalized in Pa., 1765 

• His family corresponded in 1774 with 
Conrad Yoder in NC! 

• 1796 to Snyder Co, Pa. 

• Dies in 1820 in Union Co., Pa 



Researchers of  

Melchior Yoder 

Dorothy Yoder 

Coffman 
Carl Yoders Donald Honeywell 



19th Century Alsatian Yoder 

Immigrants 



19th Century German Yoder 

Immigrants 
           Bavarian Yoders 

 - John Yoder 

  to Wayne Co, Oh 

  by 1820 

 - Michael Yoder 

  (YRC) 1825 

 - Joseph Ioder, 

 Bureau Co, Ill. 

  1836 

 - Jacob Yoder, Ill. 

  1866 



Summary of Yoder Immigrants 



The Conrad-Melchior Discovery 



Philip Lahr 

His Signature 



Yoder Populations in the US 

WHERE WE LIVE 

YODER SURNAME 

1990 CENSUS  

•was 1,118th most 

common name  

•Approx 35,000 of us 

(.011% of US Pop) 



Yoder Populations in the US 

2000 Population-US Census 

Other spellings – less than 100 

 

YODER- As of 2000-  

707th most common name, over 44,000  



National Yoder Reunions 

• Yoders of NC (1995,2000, 2012) 

• Oley Yoders (1996, 2001) 

• Yoder House, Grantsville (2006) 



1995 NC National Reunion 



2000 NC National Reunion 



2014 – 300th Anniversary 

of Hans Yoder Homestead 

Oley Yoders- Berks Co., PA 



YNL on the Web 



HOUSE OF YODER 

Spruce Forest Artisan Village 

in Grantsville, Maryland.  



A Summary 



The Yoder Newsletter 

thanks you for your support! 

• RACHEL KREIDER AND ESTHER YODER-  

• Used with Permission South Bend Tribune, Photo by Greg Swiercz 

• Thanks for your attention and  

enjoy the fellowship 


