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C)n  Dec .  13 .  l 8 l  lC  o r re  ( l h r i s t i an  Yodc r  r ece i ved  an  Oh io  l and
pa ten t  s i t ned  hv  t he  P res iden t  o f  t he  I l n i f ed  S ta tes  and  a l so  hv  t he
n ran  des t i r r ed  l o  be  h i s  successo r ,

TIr is  docrrme nl  I r ls  recent l )  been rescued f ronr the hands of  : rn
i tutograph dealer .  Al l  lh : r l  is  knou rr  of  i ls  or ig ins is  thut  i t  lvas
purchased l i 'ont  a pr ior  dealer  in lJoslon.  Nlasslchrrset ts about f i r 'e

\  e i l rs  1 lgo.
( ' on t i n r r ed  on  page  6

S(]H\\'ARTZ\\',\ I,D (]II T I R(]H PRO\,'I DES
INTERESTING NI IX , \ND NEW INFORNIATION

,\chwuriwulil (initul L'hur('1, ol ('hrist, Iluilt in It170, Exetcr'futnship,
Ilerks (.o.,I\t (Photgntph with permission of .lustine lfulter )

I l l r r i lge recort ls  lb l  the Sclr rvar lz* 'a ld congregnt ions of  Berks

[ ' oun t r  l r e re  keJ r t  bv  t he  l l . e r .  \ \ ' i l l i am  Boos  bc tween  l 78 l  and  l 8 l  l .

I nc l uded  r r e  r c ro rds  o f  a  r r un rbe r  o f  O le r ' ! ' l l l e1  \ ' ode r .  bu t

su rp r i s i ngh 'enough  a  coup le  o l  t he i r  Anabap t i s t  cous ins  as  ! r ' e l l l  
' f he

Schwartzn'a ld l -utherarr  and I tetbrnred chtrrch is  in l lxeter ' f rvp. ,

located 5 mi lcs e i rs l  o l '  l { t ' ld ing on l l . l .  562.  , \ccording to the Berks
( ' oun t1 ,  Pa  GEN\ \LB  s i t e .  t hese  cong rega l i ons  p robab l l  da te  f r on t

t he  e t r l y  l 710s .  A  l 7 -15  d i r r r  en t r r  and  r  l 75J  l e t t e r  b r '  H .  l l .

N l uh lenbe rg  s t : l t e  t hn t  he  dcd i ca ted  t h i s  " r r n i on  chu rch "  ( n rean ing

shared bctwcen [ - r r ther ln i rnd l teforntet l  (  ongregat ions) in the e: t r lv

l e i r r s  o l ' h i s  se r r i ce . , \  co rnn run ion  t ; r nka rd  d r l ed  l 7 { l  i r t  t hc  chu rch
suppo r t s  N l r r h l enbe lg ' s  \ 1 : r t o r l e r ) t .  , \  s t u rd r  bu i l d i ng  se r red  l he  t r vo

cong reg l t i ons  un t i l  I l l I  I  whcn  : l  new  one  $^s  e l cc ted .  
' l  

he  pho to

l bove  shows  t he  p resen t  s l r uc tu re  uh i ch  l ' t s  l l u i l t  i n  I 870  as  I  I l n i t ed
(  h r r r r : h  o f  ( ' l r r i s t  chu rch ,  l ) u r i ng  n ruch  o f  l he  t i r nc  bc t l veen  i t s

lbrrnding : rnd I  
-193,  

i t  l l ,p tur ' : ;  l l i rs lors l i 'unr  Reading sen'gd

Schrvl r r tz*nl t l  
( 'ont inued on page 5

P.C). Bor 59'1. Goshcn. lN J6527 ( )c tobcr  l9 ( )9

Joder  Ins t rument
Guides  H is to r ic  Ba l loon Tr ip

Conrpanies owned by Swiss cousins Andrels : rnd Peter . lodcr
provided the al t inreter  ( r 'ar iometer)  and pressure sensor l lh ich helped

the hot  a i r  bal loon "Brei t l ing Orbi ter  3"  beconre the f i rs t  to s: r i l  non-

stop l round the u 'or ld.  Captained by the Swiss- l ingl ish teanr of
Bertrand Piccrrd and Br ian Jones,  the bal loon broke al l  previous
reco rds  f o rd r r r a t i on  and  d i s t ance ,  t r ave l i ng  l 9  da1s ,2 l  hou rs  and  55
nr inrr tes bcf i r re l : rnding in Eqypt  on Nl : r r .2 l ,  1999. The te i tnr  lvon a
:11.000.000 pr izc was : rwarded bl  Anheuser-Busch.  The bal loon is
l 'eatured on the Sept.  1999 cover of  Nat iorra l  ( ieographic maglz ine.
\ \ 'e  th lnk , lohn Bieber,  for  the detni ls  of  h is recent  t r ip to Srv i tzer land
and his v is i t  wi th fhe Joder fanr i lv  lvhich appenrs belot .

Yoder Steffisburg Web Links
br lohn \ \ ' .  l l ieber

Nly work sonret inres takes nrc to Switzer l lnr l .  lnd on several
occasions I 've takerr  the opportuni ty to v is i t  Stef f isburg,  l r rcestra l
home of  the Yoder fami ly.  Af ter  rnr '  f i rs t  t r ip,  I  put  some photos of
Slef f isburg and the nearbv cast le torvn of ' fhun on thc lnternet ,  I inked
lo  t hc  Yode r  Ho rnepage .  whc re , {nd reas , l ode r .  a  d i s t an t  cous in  f r om
the Old ( lountn,  (arne upon thenr.  \ \ 'e  correspondet l  bv e-mai l  and
l r r anged  t o  mee l  du r i ng  n r y  l a t es t  t r i p  t o  Sn i t ze r l and  i n  I l l r ch  1999 .
ln th is wn"v nrodern technologl  helped restore l i r rn ih connect ions that
u  e re  h roken  l h ree  ceu tu r i es  ago .

. { nd reas  . l ode r  "Andv "  t o  h i s  l i ng l i sh - speak ing

acqt ta intances -- -  is  a f r iendlr ' .  energet ic  nr ln.  Nl l  f i rs t  n ight  in Thun

he picked nre up nt  nrv hotel .  : rnd rve drove to i t  resl , lurant  on the

sho res  o f  Lnke ' f hun .  I  had  l  de l i c i ous  me l l  o f  "N i i s s l i "  s r t l l d  and
loca l  l ake  f i sh .  I  don ' t  kno rv  t he  l l ng l i sh  l r ans la t i on  o f  "N i i s s l i , "  i f

t he re  i s  one .  bu t  i t  becan re  a  l avo r i t e  o fn r i ne  t he  f i r s t  t ime  I  t as ted  i t .

And f  i s  an  E lec t r i ca l  Eng inee r  who  spen t  a  nun rbe r  o l ' 1ea rs  i n

t he  [ : n i t ed  S ta tes .  i n  [ - n fn l e t t e  ( l nd i r na ) ,  N l i nneapo l i s .  and  S rn

F ranc i sco .  \ \ ' h i l e  i r r  t he  [ : n i t ed  S la l es ,  he  once  pa id  a  v i s i t  l o  Ben

Yoder.  co-founder of  th is Nelvslet ter .

S ince  re l u rn i ng  t o  Sw i t ze r l and ,  And l  has  been  an
entrepreneur invoh'ed in several  h igh-tech conrpanies.  inc luding one
that  bui lds 1rressure sensors used on bal loons t rnd hang { l iders.  

- fhe

recen t  S l1 i ss -Eng l i sh  t eam tha t  ach ieved  t he  l i r s t  non -s l o l ) ,  t r ound -
the-uor ld bal loon f l ight  f le lv lv i th instr r rnrentat ion nr : rnul lc lured by
th i s , l ode r  con lp , t n \ ' .  Cu r ren t l r  Andy  i s  l bcus ing  h i s  ene rgv  o t r  r  new
compnnv  p rov i d i ng  I n t c rne l  sen  i c cs .

' l -he 
next  nrorning ' \ndv.  nol l  acconrpaniet l  bv h is l i r ther Hans-

, l akob  ( l l ans ) . f ode r .  p i cked  n re  up  f o r  l  da . v  t ou r  o f  t he  l oca l  a rea .  We
l i rst  t r i tveled up thc lovelv "Sirnmental"  ( \ ' : r l le l  o l ' the Sirnnre River)
to l l r lenbach. lhnrcd for  l l re l rescoes paintet l  on lhe nal ls  of  i ts  church
i r r  I  J20 . (  ont inrred on Page , l
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The Yoder Newsletter- Founded 1983 by

Ben F  Yoder  (  l9 l3 -1992) l  Chr is  Yoder  &  Rache l  Kre ider

FRO]\I THE EDITORS

Chris Yoder. Editor, Batt le Creek, N{I;  John W' Yoder'  Circulat ion

l lanager. N' l iddlebury. IN; Rachel Kreider, Senior Contr ibuting

Editor. Goshen, IN; Esther E. Yoder, Nlai l  Manager'  Goshen' lN;

Donald Kauffman, YNL Homepage Webmaster, Edmonton' Alberta'

Canada. Other Contr ibutors: Richard H' Yoder, Bechtelsvi l le '  PA;

Hubert A. \ 'oder" Charlotte, NC; Dorothy Yoder Coffman' Malvern'

PA: Dr. Don Yoder, Devon, PA; Neil  D. Wilfong' Cleveland' NC; and

Dr. Delbert Gratz, Bluffton' OH
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * x x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

SEND YNI -  CORRESPONDENCE:
-FOR CIRCIILATIO)i ISSUES ONLY such as new or renewed

subscript ions, changes of address, orders for back issues to: Yoder

Newsletter. P.O. Box 59,1, Goshen, IN 46527-0594.
- ALL OTHER CORRESPONDENCE- Dealing with ancestral

queries or contr ibutions for future YNLs or archives (such as reunion

notices, letters to the Editor, copies of Bible records or other historical

information) to: Chris Yoder, 203 Lakeshire Rd., Batt le Creek' NII
;19015 (or by electronic mail  to "75757.3371@compuserve.com").

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * x

YNL PRICE INFORNIATION SS$$ (Price unchanged since 1983!)
-The YNL subscript ion is on an annual basis-two issues for $3.
-BACK TSSUES o f  the  YNL are  $ l  per  i ssue.
-Yoder Newsletter Issues I Through 25 - bound 240 page volume

includes a topical index of major art icles' and an "every name index"'

(Price S28 post paid).
Order from: The Yoder Newsletter, P.O.Box 594, Goshen' IN 46527.

CORRECTION TO YNL 33:  The photo of  the West Virg in ia Yoder

couple on the back page was not  ident i f ied.  I t  is  of  Fidela (Del ia)

Yoder and her husband Nl ichael  l loste l ler .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Some Recent Yoder Contacts:

YRl2l3723- Rufus Yoder-  Randy E.  Yoder ,  randy.yoder@eds.com

ConJ925l-  French Robert  Yoder-  war lock666-69@webtv.net

MUH I  l -  James Yoders-  Rose Cowan, Van Burean, Ark

OHl3387- Amos Yoder-  Carol  (Nlyers)  Brown, cdbrown@wesnet.com

and Paul  Myers <pm.r-ersObr ight 'net

YB t37 l35 -  C l r r ence  T .  Yode r -Da r ro l l  Chown ing ,  dchow@gte ' ne t

YR l2a32 l9 -  Amos  Howard  Yode r -  S teven  Amos  Yode r '

{35 |  7 59lar  em a i l .  ms n.com

YR23b4.16- Wi l l iarn , f  ohn Yoder -  Ka1'e Strause,  I \ luscat ine,  la.

YRl2a333-Levi  David Yoder-  James Yoder,  Br i t ish Columbia

. ly  O D E Rrar bc.  sym pat ico.ca

Y82l . l2- \ Ian '  \ 'oders -Cind"v Barber ,<CBzzQiaoL com>Scottdale,  PA

Con533- Nancp'( \ 'oder)  Suddeth- Lvnne BIanscet ,  N.Li t t le  Rock,  , \ rk '

YRl27327- Samuel  P.  \ 'oder-  Jack Zornes Jr  'Dalevi l le '  AL

<j zo rn esla-l ala. net>

YBl372, l -  Nonh Nold Yoder-  Brenda , fean Yoder <yoderb(dtbul ly 'net>

Starkvi l le .  N' IS

\  Rl256l5-  N' l r ry \ 'oder-  \ \ ' in ter  Burke Stokes,  Berks Co, Pn,

\ \ ' lN LYNSTO{i '  aol .com
\R2562 ,1 { -  Ez rn  T . \ ' ode r  &  YR2571332 -  Sa l l i e  K .  Yode r  -  Dan ie l  T '

Yoder . l r .  \ \ 'a l l ingf t r rd.  CT USA<dtt"ode132, l i i |emai l 'msn'conr>

YR25 l26 -  Ba rb l r a  Yode r  -Ge ra ld  L .  Sm i th ,  S t .  Joseph '  lV lO

YA33- ( -hr is t ian J Yoder--Nathan l 'oder <nateyoder/-dhotmai l .com>

Fort  Wa1'ne.  IN t iSA

YR2l{ . lJ , l l -  Rudolph A.  \ 'oder--Carol  } lcGraw, Hutchinson,  Ks

. jeferarmidusa.  net

YRI{629,1-  Chr ist ian B.  \ 'oder--  } lar iean Stnndr idge
<standr id gej j  ?erols.com>

YR2337523- . lanres I l .  \ 'oder--  J 'Bi l l  Yoder,  Jr .  jb i l l jc f t ' juno.com

YR23{{3 '185- John A. \ 'oder-- \ / ic tor  Yoder <r ' ic tory9rar idt .net>

YR26 l  l 31 l -Noah  J  Yode r  -  Lo re t t a  Yode r  N I i l l e r .  [ Jn i on town ,  OH

<ls rn i l ler i i r l .ahoo"cont>

YA2,\- - . lacob Yoder.-Deb Sutter<deb. isut tera) lo l .com>St.  Louis '  N{0

YR23b3l5--Beatr ice Yoder Everton --Scot t  D'  Craig ie,  Hast ings .  i \ l \

<sdcr l ig ie iZ lo l .cont>

YRBl89-N{ ln '  El len \ 'ODER-- Peg Kenaga, c lavken/ar te leport .com

Letters to the Edi tor :

Hi  Chr is,  I  just  got  back f rom a vacnt ion to the west  coast

todny.  On the w,ry back throtrgh Wyoming we stopped b1'  the toun of

Yoder and checked out  the ONLY business in town'  the " \ 'oder Blr" '

This p lace is  advert ised out  on the highway bl  let ters lnd an arrow

,onr"on.  has painted on the s ide of  a metal  bui ld ing wi th an aerosol

c ln.  I t  seems the tou'n has not  prospered much bevond t r l i ler  p l t rk

st l tus in spi te of  i t 's  age.

I  rvalked into the Yoder Bar and to ld the wai t ress why I  was

interested in the town of  Yoder. l  asked i f  there were any other

businesses open in to$'n or  i f  th is "downtown" i l rea was al l  there was'

She sr id no there u 'ns nothing more to the town the a few houses

(nrrybe 30 or  {0)  and the bar.  The town consists of  a populat ion of

136 nccording to the s ign and an al t i tude of  about 5 '100 f t '  l t  a lso

fel tures a post  of f ice,  two water towers (proudl-v procla in l ing

YODER) .  a  commun i t y  cen te r ,  s choo l .  and  a  Yode r  G ra in  Co '  \ \ e

posed for  a few Pictures '
The people in the bar were k ind of  exci ted that  there was

lctual ly  someone interested in coming to Yoder,  l 'he"v t reated t rs wel l ,

g i v i ng  me  qu i t e  a  n i ce  "Yode r  Bn r "  ha t ,  A  menu  l nd  seve ra l  b t t s i ness

cnrds.  The wai t ress who was f rom Ohio conrmented th l t  Yoder was

an  Am ish  name .  Look ing  i n  t he  phone  book  I  f ound  t ha t  t he re  a re  no

Yode rs  l i s t ed  t he re  o r  i n  l n1  t owns  nea rb l  ,  One  o l d  t i n l e r  s i t t i ng  l l t

the bar said that  Oscar Yoder had died or  moved awtry some yenrs

back .  He  sa id  t he re  r vns  s t i l l  r r n  adobe  house  ou t  on  t he  homes te l d : t

few mi les out  of  torvn.  \ \ 'e  got  d i rect ions but  d idn' t  nr lke the t r ip oul

to see i t .  I  chi r t ted u ' i th I  fen more of  the loculs there t i l l  the burgers

uere readl ' .  Fr iendl--v people.  but  not  I  Yoder to be forrnd'  I 'm going to

send  t hem a  copy  o f  t he  YNL  t ha t  has  t he  a r t i c l e  abou f  p l aces  named

Yoder.  l \ ly  map progranr l is ts towns or  specks on the m, lp in the states

of  AR.CO.IN.KS,OH,K\ ' ,OR, and of  course \ \ ' \ "  There are l lso

l r laces l ike Yoder Gtr lch (no k idding),  \ 'oder pond, ranch rnd is land'

Some dn1- l  wi l l  v is i t  a l l  these places,  .John W. \ 'oder

FRONI THE \\ 'EBPAGE GL,ESTBOOK: " l  never thought that I

would be able to l ind so mnny ancestors - my grandfather's p:rrents

d i e r | w h e n h e w a s 2 a n d w e h a d s o l i t t l e i n f o r m n t i o n . T h i s s i t e h a s
helped enormously in tracing the l ines - I  am n descendant of Yost

Yoder {OY)1" Carrie Yoder <frogger-3@hotmail 'com> Orlando' FL

"Best regards from Switzerland. I  am a Joder (Yoder)

originated from i l lur i  near Bern' the capital ci ty of Switzerland' I

know their are many Yoders in the US originated from Steff isburg'

si tuated l0 miles south of Muri '  I t  would be interesting to know if

their are some Yoders (Joder) originated from Muri/BE' I  am enjoy to

see there is n big Yoder (Joder) family in the USA.' '  Michel Joder'

<l00l l6.3l23aacompuserve.com> Biel, tsienne, BE Switzerlnnd

For  n ro re  "Le t t e r s  t o  The  YNL"  r ' i s i t  t he  Yode r  Hon tepage

Guestbook ,rt : h ttp : //www.yodernewsletter.org/guestbook'html
where over 50 fo lks have posted i tems s ince the beginning ofApr i t  99 '

* * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * x * * * * * * *

Talented area sketch art ist Lynn Lorah created a number of original

works to commemorRte the Oley Valley "Heritage Tour" '  These

beauti ful sketches are st i l l  avai lable. For further information contlct:

Lynn Lorah, RD2, Box l ;14, Oley' Pa 195'17.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x x x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * *
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The John Yoder Homestead
A Miffl in County Appeal

ARTICLE BY: lVlabel  V.  Brunk.  1325 Greencrof t  Dr ive #383,
Goshen. ln 16526

.\n or ig inal  Yoder home st i l l  s tands in Big ! 'a l ley,  N{ i f f l in
( iounr1,  Pa.  Bui t t  b l  John ( \ 'R251) & Barbara Yoder,  th is probably
ear l iest  home of  Amish set t lers in Big Val ley deser les preseruat ion,  A
ntetal  porch roof  across the f ront  end has al ready disappeared,  Act ion
is needed to save the structure before i t  is  e i ther razed or  crumbles to
nr ins.  Descendants ofJohn and Barbara Yoder need to act .

i \ lennoni tes interested in Val ley h istory could spearhead an
effor t  to presert 'e the house.  The Nl i f f l in  County Histor ical  Society
could accept th is chal lenge. Descendants of  John and Barbara yoder

could be asked to contr ibute the costs of  purchasing the structure,
Current  President  of  the Histor ical  Society is  Paul  [ .  Bender.
Interested descendants can contact  h im at  the Histor ical  Society,  p.O.

Box 560J.  Bel lev i l le ,  Pa 1700.1,  phone 717-935-557,1.
. I ohn  Yode r  YR25 l .  " \ ' o t t e r  Hannes "  was  bo rn  i n  1754  i n

Berks Country,  Pa and marr ied Barbara Rickenbach RB3l  (AANIG
p.500).  . fohn i rnd Barbara u,ere probably the f i rs t  Amish set t lers in
the Big Val lev (Nl i f l l in  County)PA, coming in the spr ing of  l79l  f rom
Elk Lick Tounship,  Sonrerset  ( iounty,  PA. Their  son,  "Kei fer  Chr ist" ,
ancestor  o l '  manv Big val lev residents,  was born in Somerset  County
i n  1 7 8 { .

I n  l 79 l  John  pu rchased  212  ac res  o f l and  f r on r  Hen ry  l I i l r o , 1 ,
in . \ rmaugh Tou'nship,  Nl i f f l in  County,  Pa.  near Nl i l roy.  purchase

pr ice rvns 710 pounds.  Henry Nl i l rov and fami ly reserved the "r ight  to
occu l r v  un t i l  dea th  one  roo rn  and  pa r l  o f ano the r  i n  t eh  mans ion  and  a
weaver shop" and could harvest  the "crop of  rye and what is  to be
solvn and the grass now in the neu meldow" (Mif l l in  Corrnty Deed
r e c n r d s .  A - 3 1 9 , 1 7 9 2 ) .

, lohrr  and Blrbara 's two-slory house,  northeast  of  Mi l ror , ,  hnd
" l  l nd  B \ '  180 ,1 "  i nsc r i bed  i n  t he  t op  s to re .  The  " t "  i n  Ge rman  i s  t he
s rn re  r s  t he  " . 1 "  i n  Eng l i sh .  1 ' he  l og  ba rn  was  p robab l y  bu i l t  by  t he
Yoders.  (Ezra Knnag,r ' .  Kanagy Roots and a Branch,  1987, Sugarcreek
t)h.  p.  23).  Newer s id ing now, covers the logs,  but  through cracks in
the deter iornt ing barn,  some of  the or ig inal  logs are v is ib le.

. fohn l lso purchased land in Hal f  NIoon 
' I 'ou,nship,  

Centre
( 'ount \ ' .  Pa where var ious re lat ives l ived.  In l8 l3 John and Barbara
so ld  t he i r  222  ac res  (nppa ren t l l ' t hey  had  added  l 0  nc res )  i n  A rmaugh
Ton'nship for  2500 pounds to Jacob Kenagy.  , fohn and Barbara
nroved to \ \ 'Avne Countv.  Oh where, Iohn died.

ln 1984 Bob C' lose ou.ned the Armaugh Township land,
i nc l ud ing  t he  house .  The  bu r i a l  p l o t  on  t he  N l cCoy  f a rm  i s  back  o f t he
bnrn.  

' Ihe 
farm wns div ided on the west  s ide nnd in 198: l  was owned

bl  L lnev NlcCo.r- ' .  l 'he deed to th is farm. No.2.  has a c l luse about the
r i gh t  t o  l a . r ' n  l ead  p i pe  t o  t he  sp r i ng  on  f a rm  #2 .  "Boh  C lose  sa id
severnl  vel rs ago i rn apple t ree blevr .or .er  und lhe rools came up,
runcover ing the lead pipe."  (Ezra Kanagy,  p,2J)

. f  ohn Yoder 's parents rvere immigrants . lohn yoder and Anna
__. 

' l 'h is  
. f  ohn's father w,as Chr ist ian Yoder ( \ 'R2).

Barbara Rickenbach's parents, John and Anna, immigrated
from Switzerland. John died in 1782 in Berks County, pa. The
Rickenbach l ine can be traced f ive more generations to a Michael
Rickenbach who l ived in Switzerland in the sixteenth century.

While the stones are st i l l  in place, John and Barb:rra's original
Yoder House asks to be saved!
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Christ ian Yoder (YRl22)
Date of Death Discovered

In the classic Amish and Amish Mennonite Genealosies, by
Gingerich and Kreider, the chi ldren of "Hamburg Christ ian" (yRl2)
are l isted by name, but the "order of issue" is uncertain. Approximate
birth dates are shown beginning in 1745 and ending in 1765. The
second chi ld in this order was A son named Christ ian yoder, born"about 1747". AAMG indicates he was bel ieved to have treen l iving in
Somerset County (then Bedford) by 1790.

In our YNL 30 feature on the descendants of yRl2. we revealed
evidence that the unmarried Christ ian later l ived in Stark County,
Ohio and wrote his wil l  their on Sept, j , l t24. We now can add more
information. thanks to the local paper "The Ohio Repository" dated
Sept. 30, 1824, page 3, column 3: "DIED... In Canton township, of the
l6th inst. Mr. Christ ian Yoder, age 80 years",

Assuming the age at death is correct, Christ ian was apparently
born about l7, l4., . .This might make him the oldest of the chi ldren in
his family.
* x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x * * * x * * * * * * * * * *

llappanee community
honors Gentenarian

I Former teacher,
farm wife receives
congratulations

NAPPANEE, Ind. - The Nap-
panee cornmuniby gave a special
resident a special birihday parby
Sunday at the Stump Homestead
at C.R.s 5O a.nd 15.

A crowd of famiJy members,
former students,. neighbors and
friencls joined in the celebration
of \['ilma Yoder George's 1o0th
birthday at the homestead where
her father was raised.

George is a lifelong resident of
{appanee and became well-
licrown in the community as an
educator and as a hostess at
Amish Acres. Mayor Larry
Thompson read a proclamation
Sunday designating Wedaesday
as Wilma George Day in honor of
her bir-thday.

Wilma Gertrude Yoder was
born on Ju.Ire 9, 1899. at the
Jonatha.n Yoder home on C.R. 52

YR239a65

Goshen News,

J u n . 7 .  1 9 9 9

ia Locke Township, one mile
north and two mi-les west of Nan-
panee. She was the youngest of
fdur daughters born to Jonathan
Yoder a.nd Ma"r'y Ja.ne Michael
Yoder. She was brought up Pres-
byteria.n, but spoke only German
at home until she went to school.
Most of her neighbors were
Amish.

Wilma remembers that the
farrily always maintained strong
ties with the Stump family, When
her father was orpha.ned ai the
age of 14, he was taken in by his
ulcie Solomon Stump. son of
Bishop Daniel Stumpi an early
church leader irr Union Tbvrn-
Ship.

Her first memory was the
death of President William
McKinley in 1901 when she was
only 2. She remembers her
father's somber discussion of the
president's assassination. She
also remembers an eariy Christ-
mas where the tree stood to the
ceiling and was decorated with
real candles - "most glorious,"
sl:e recalls.

J

Celebrating 100 years



Continued from Page I

Another reason for mv interest in Erlenbach is that i t  was the

bir thplace (1612) of  , lakob Amman, a re l ig ious leader whose fo l lowers

came to be c:r l led "Amish."  f 'oday,  no Amish remain in Switzer land.

They al l  enr igrated long ago -- -  inc luding some bear ing the nanre

Joder/ \ 'oder - - -  and thev f lour ish todav in parts of  the l in i ted States

and  Canada ,

Andl'. .lohn, unl Huns ut St:huiltu Ctrstle 
"'Schloss '\chuduu"

We  con t i nued  on  t o  t he  qu ie t  v i l l age  o f  Amso ld i ngen  and

vis i ted i ts  beaut i fu l  Romanesque chrrrch,  pract ical ly  unchanged f rom

the t ime i t  was bui l t  in  the I  l th century.  We then drove to Thun for  n

quick lunch of  cof fee and cake in Schadau Cast le.

Itxtking soutlt ovcr thc citt'tl ,Steiffishurg, t'hurch lo thc right

The afternoon was spent in Steff isburg, where members of the
Joder family have l ived for centuries, and where Hans Joder st i l l  l ives
today. Hans took early ret irement from the Swiss telephone company
in order to pursue more actively his myriad interests. Among these are
sai l ing. heekeeping, tree pruning. local history, and historical
presen'at ion. Hans was involved in the renovation and archaeological
investigation of the Stel l ' isburg church, and he is act ive in efforts to
preserve another Steff isburg landmark: the "Hijchhuus" bui l t  by the
knight Heinrich Matter in 1449,

,1;tuffishu rK I u n I murk t h c " II ot h h u u s "

These  da l ' s  \ l a t t e r ' s  H t i chhuus  has  a  r es tau ran t  on  i t s  g round

f loor and aprr tments on the upper f loors.  Hans's fami ly actual ly  l ived

there for  a t ime when Andy was a chi ld.  Andy recal ls  that  he and n

fr ient l  w'ould p lay t r icks on their  neighbors b1'  tossing a wal let

a t t ached  t o  a  s t r i ng  f r om one  o f  t he  open ings  i n  t he  H i i chhuus ' s  a t t i c .

\ \ 'hen . r  passerby bent  to p ick up the wal let .  thel-  would snatch i t

away.
My v is i t  wi th my Swiss cousins concluded wi th a t r ip to

Stel f isburg church.  l ts  present form dates f rom 1681, though port ions

of  the str t rcture surv ive f rom the l l th century,  the same era as the

chu rch  i n  Amso ld i ngen .  Dom ina t i ng  one  wa l l  o f  t he  chu rch  i s  t he
"Nloses tablet , "  an ar t is t ic  render ing of  the Ten Commandments

painted on wood and dated 1682. Around the per iphery of  the tablet

are shie lds naming prominent c i t izens of  Stef f isburg of  that  day'

Among them we f ind the names Caspar and Jost  Joder.  Hans re lated

that  th is t rensure was recovered f rom a local  farmhouse where i t  was

sen' ing as a wal l  between two rooms. We should thank that  farmer for

presen' ing i t  in  th is way.  Af ter  repair  and restorat ion,  i t  looks almost

ls  good as new.

Ytxler Crests uppearing in the "il[oses Tuhlet"

' l 'he 
fo l loning day was mv last  fu l l  day in Switzer land dur ing

this l r ip.  I  was on mv own, and I  wandered through Stel f isburg and

the  su r round ing  coun t r ys i de  snapp ing  pho tos  and  t ak i ng  no tes .  I  was

col lect ing mater ia l  to rdd to my Internet  Webpage on Stef f isburg and
' l 'hun.  

\ 'ou crn v iew the resul ts i f  you have Internet  access.  Go to the

Yoder Newslet ter  s i te (ht tp: / /www.yodernewslet ter .org/) .  and c l ick the
"Stef f isburg and Thun" l ink on the main page.
x * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

YODER NIONTIMENT COMPAN} '  IDENTIFIED
The owners of the "Yoder Monument Wks" mentioned in

YNL 33 have apparent ly  been ident i f ied.  Daniel  R.  Yoder (YR2337a3)

and his son LeRoy E. (Toby) Yoder,  the business in Goshen, Indiana,

du r i ng  t he  1930s  & .10 ' s .  The  p i c t u re  shown  i n  t he  YNL  was  f ound  i n

Southern Cal i fornia and one of  LeRoy's sons (Daniel )  l ived in the

Sorr thern Cal i fornia area dur ing the 1940s to the 1950s'  - -Thanks to

N l r s .  R i cha rd  1 . .  \  ode r  f o r  t h i s  i n f o rma t i on
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Andreas Joder Recal ls Vis i t  wi th
YNL Founder Ben Yoder

Since I was a chi ld my family was in t ight contact with Karl
Joder from Karlsruhe in Germany. Karl was already ret ired when we
were in contact, He was doing most of the ancestral work here in
Europe and he spent quite some t ime in Steff isburg. Through him we
received the f irst Yoder News Letters which were writ ten by Ben.
Karl and Ben work t ightly with each other. I  am sure that Chris
Yoder knows more about the relat ionship between Ben and Karl.

Of course when we, my wife and myself,  moved to Lafayette in
1982 we wanted to visi t  the f irmous Ben in Goshen and we also were
very excited to visi t  the Amish country. Over a long weekend we drove
from Lafavette to Goshen were we met and stayed with Ben and his
wife. At that t ime Chris was not at home since he wns 'stat ioned' in
overseas with his family.

Ben and his wife were great hosts and we were impressed
about the energv and dedication they were putt ing into the Yoder
familr.  \ 'ou have to understand that this was completely new to us
since in the old country we are not so conscious and aware of our
rncestors as the people in the new world.

During our stay in Goshen we went to a real Amish shop where
I wrs try- ing to spenk in Swiss German with the local people. I  was
surprised to understand most of i t  but not al l .  lsn't  i t  amazing to see
the cultural root after so many years of separation between the Amish
and the Swiss/Germans. I  fel t  l ike watching and l iving in an old
movie.

I don't  know if  this makes up for a good story but this is what
hnppened.----Best regards,Andy.

Continued from Page I
-Jotter, Esther of Oley Twp (OY49) m. l4 Jan 1794 Isaac Bertho
-Jo t te r ,  Cather ina  o f  O ley  Twp.  (?OYl74)  m.2 l  Jan  l j97  m.  Dan ie l
Weitner
-Jotter, Jacob (OY45) m.28 Feb 1797 Anna Maria Bertho, Oley Twp.
-Jotter, Samuel (OHl32l) m 2l Apr 1799 Elisabeth Wahl (?) Oley
T*p.
-Jo t te r ,  Hannah o f  O ley  Twp.  (OHl l l l )  m.27  Dec l80 l  Jacob Knab
-Jotter, Abraham (OY14) m. 26 Sep 1802 Elisabeth Breyvogel of
Rockland Twp.
-Jotter, Esther of Oley Twp. (OH1323) m. 2 Dec 1802 Henrich
Schreckengast
-Jotter, Johannes (OHl45) m. I  Sep 1803 Catharina Levan Oley Twp.
-Jotter, David (OHl34) m. 8 Jun 1805 Catharina Hoch of Oley Twp.
-Jo t te r ,  Hannah o f  D is t r i c t  Twp (OY42 l )  m.  4 . fun  1805 Abraham
Nlensch
-Jotter, Johannes (YRl77) m 20 Jul 1805 Frany Rickebach,Bern Twp.
-Jotter, Catharina of Bern Twp. (YRl79) m. 28 Jul 1805 Johannes
Hertzler
-Joder, El isabetha,Oley Twp. (OHlJ26) m. 24 NIav 1807 Samuel
Nlever
-,f  otter, Samuel (OY4l3) m. 6 Nov 1808 Esther Robert Oley Twp.
-Jo t te r ,  Susanna (OY1l6)  m.  23  Apr  1809 Wi lhe lm Wei tener

COMMENTS:
One surprise in this l ist is the 1805 appearance of two chri ldren

of John Yoder (YRl7). John was the only Amish yoder of his
generation to remain in Berks County through the Revolut ionary War
period and into the next century. Much of this family became Church
of the Brethren,..as the Amish had al l  left  the area.

The Samuel Jotter who married Esther Robert (Reppert) in
1808 is also new information. I t  is increasingly apparent that we've
worked this fel low out as the Samuel who sett led in Union County, pa
and d ied  there  in  1870.

Samuel Jotter who married "El isatreth Wahl (?)" in 1799 is the
fel low we identi f ied in YNL 25 as probably being OHl32l.. . .and a
l ikelv father for Frederick Yoder of Centre Twp., Berks County. The
question mark in the record beside the spel l ing of the wife's name
indicates the copier had dif f iculty making out the handscribed text.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * x x * * * * x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * x *

171 readers currently on the Yoder "listserver"

x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

"Book of Golden Deeds" Award Presented to Ceci l  and Helen Yoder
(YRB178265) by the Crystal Val ley Exchange Club of Middlebury,
Indiana, The award recognizes "a worthy person or group that
continuously donates t ime, talent, and energy to help those in need".
In 1992, Helen won the "Senior 

Queen"contest in the Middlebury
Summer Festival.--Contr ibuted bv Rachel Kreider

YODER TEEN IS NATIONAL RUNNER-UP

Brio Nlagazine, publ ished by Focus On The Family for
Christ ian teenaged gir ls, sponsored a world-wide "Get Organized"
contest. Gir ls were to improve what they considered a mess, such as
their room, closet, att ic, their neighbor's barn, their brother's
bedroom or their Dad's workshop, etc. Before and after photos were
to be submitted. There were more than 500 entr ies. The contest was
won by Kimberly Coll ins of Kingsport ,  Tn, but Wendy YODER of
Sh ipshewana,  Ind iana is  one o f the  ten  (10)  runners-up
-- contr ibuted by Don Honeywell ,  Balt imore County, Maryland

Photo by , l im Pugh and ar t ic le by Ken Pinkley

This Jacob Yoder stone house is  east  of  Mi l lersburg,  Ohio
aboul  3 mi les on Route 39,  then lef t  on Twp, Road 351 a short
d istance and down the f i rs t  lane on the r ight .  . facob ( \ 'R142) bui l t  the
house in 18,15.  Oxen were used to haul  the stones in.  As the house was
bui l t  h igher a ramp was made f rom the old orchard to the house and a
two wheel  wheelbarrow was used to haul  the stones up.  When Jacob
got o ld he bui l t  a "Grandpa House" next  to the stone house.  I t  is  to
the lef t  as vou are looking at  the picture,  and of f -camera.The smal l
bui ld ing in the lower r ight  corner is  an outdoor bake oven which were
common in the ear ly 1900 and before,  but  is  not  usable at  the present
t inre.

His son John Yoder Sr.  l ived in the stone house t i l  la ter  in l i fe
then also moved into the "grandfather 's  house".  His son John Jr  (my
great  grandfather)  & my grandfather NI i lo were born in the house.
When my grnndfather and his s ib l ings l ived in the stone house,  they
would go to the at t ic  windows to b low bubbles and watch them f loat .

A t  t h i s  t ime  Fann ie  &  Noah  Sch labach  l i ve  i n  t he  Grandpa
House & up to sel ,eral  years ago their  brother, . Iohn l ived in the stone
house. Thev are the chi ldren of :  John Y.  Schlabach & Mary yoder;

. lohn Y.  wts the son of  Mary Yoder & John Schlabach;  Mary was the
daughter of  , fohn Yoder Sr & Sussanna Mast;  John Sr.  was the son
of;  , lacob Yoder & El izabeth Kurtz;  Jacob( l779LP-1850 HO) was the
son of ;  Jacob Yoder & Chr ist iana Blank;  Jacob was the son of ;  Jacob
(S t rong )  Yode r  &  Anna  .

Infomation about the house is taken from the book A Memorial
Historv of John Yoder Sr and Susanna Nlast. Information was
collected by Sovi l la J. Yoder, Mr and Mrs, Joe L. yoder. paul &
Ardis (Yoder) Pinkley, and Mr and Mrs. Atlee yoder

f,

House Bui l t  by Jacob Yoder (YRl423)
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JAMES MADISON, President of the United States of America

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME,  GREETING:

Know Ye, Thnt Christian Yoiler' ttf '\onrerset Cyunty' Pcnns't'lvuniu'

i"ning O"porited in the Treasury a cert i f icate o{ the Register of the

land o{fice at Steubenville whereby it appears that he has nuule lull'i,'iirron, 
t:,,, the Sttuth half'o.f '\cction.N'!t!*.thirt1' one of Tox'nship

'nurrhu, 
ien, in the Rttnge'Numher eight of the land directed to be sold

at Steubenvi l le by act of Congress' enti t les "An act providing for the

sale of t fre lands of the United States in the Terri tory north west of the

Ohio, aboue the mouth of the Kentucky r iver" '  and of the acts

amendatory of the same' There is granted' by the tJnited States' unto

t-he saiO Ciristian Yodcr the hntftit section of land above described:

io han. and to hold the said half  lot of section of land' with the

"fp,,.,*"n..s' unto the said Christitn Voder his heirs and assigns

forever.
In test imony whereof I  have caused these l 'etters to be made

PATENT, and the Seal of the Llnited States to hereunto af l ixed'

Given under my hand at the City of Washington '  the thirtcenth-

day of Decenrher in the year of our Lord' one thousand eight hundred

"ni . l .u.n, and of the lndependence of the United States of Americir '

the thirtY-six.

BY THE PRESIDENT: 'Iames Mulisor'

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x

Yoders' Awarded For Mil i tary Service

Carl and Nlarl

Al ice Yoders

Nlarried 56 Ye
last February

analysis or clrtes from our renders?
* * *  *  * * * *  *  * * *  *  * *  *  *  *  * x  x  x *  *  * * *  * * * * M

Andrew Yoder (YA14)

b.  l0 /16 /1825

d. 8/5/191S St'  JosePh Co" In

t 'Born on the Ocean"

Carl NI. Yoders, a Sgt '  in Co' ! I  l2th Infnntry Regiment'  ' l th

tnrnntnl 'oinision, W\\ ' I l ,  i f ts awarded. the Dist inguished Seruice

l\ lednl of the State of New Jersey' The honor'  signed by Governor

Christ ine, was presented on l l la-v 20'1999 in a ceremony held at the

\\estf ield, New Jersey National Guard Armory'

Carl joined tfre ' l ' rmf in tS'tO and ̂ on 
June 6' 1944' D-Day' he

was pnrt of the NormanJn into' ion -of 
France"' landing on [ l tah

bench. Carl.  the leader of .r  heavy machine gun squad.'  *^t 
l :1:1:1

after a week of lighting, on 'lune 14' 1944' He spent the next year rn

frnrpitort --both ir i  England and the United States'

( ln r l  i s  the  son o l ; ; ; ta ie  Sgt '  C la rence E '  \ 'oders '  Co K l lOth

lnf.  28th Dir ' . ,  \ \ ' \ \ '1. Clarence Yoders was awarded the State of

p"""r i i r"" i"  Dist inguished Service }Iednl for his mil i tar l '  senice in

\\'\\ L
Readers of the Yoder Newsletter wi l l  recal l  Cnrl 's cr i t ical role

in estlbl ishing the Jotion'f t ip of the - 
"\ 'oders" family of

Southwestern n.nn'1t ' 'onio to the Nlelchior Yoder family (YNL21)

and his act ive part icipotio"- in the development of the "\ 'oder House"

:rt  Penn AlPs.
In ! la;* 1999 Carl was also the subject of an art icle in an

English t,rbloid "Exprt" 'g Ettt"" enti t led ' ;pENstONER'S HOPES

oF A GI RE|-,NION OisHn.n". The srory rel ls of Peter Nelson" a 67

lenr old pensioner. *rt" ' ' " t iSgt '  Carl Yoders.when he wns stat ioned

in Exnrouth in pt"po'ot lo" t i t  t t t"  D-Day landings in 194'{ '  The

grnndft l ther of nfr '  Xefson had been from New Jerse-v' and he asked

among the .\merican 'oldit t '  unti l  he found one from that location as

rvel l .  Fol lowing tht i""; ; ; ; ; '  t t t  *ut told that Carl had been ki l led and

onh, recently le:rrned i lr" ,rutt .  A planned late IIay tr ibute b"v the

vi l l : tge to their wnr-t inre guests'  almost b.rought the two together once

more. Poor health kept C7rrl  from lt tending- thus the headline'

* * * * * * * * * * * * *..... I lf,l;'liJi;i;ifi;i;iJJ;;:;;,:;JiJfJfJ;;;ii;J
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x

BOOK AIiTHORED: 
"Last falt  I  f inished the Nelson Family History'-

_nrv Irusband,s mother,s familv--from Emmytown (LaGrange, In

;; ; ;) . ' ; l ;ot.""p i l ' "-o" ' i . i  c et i 'anetn (Eastr) I 'oder ramilv several

, " ".1 " ;"'; - - * L. l i :"1 -'; 1. : l: lt l i i l: :l1l :.'ff llill:l.ii'.: i r 1* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

.lus. Monnte Secretary of State

- 
Wt...  was thl land jocated? Gary Vincent '  a student of Ohio

l lands in the opposite tnO-oi the state indicates that i t  appears this

;;;;'; in ,rt. brtio River Survev' which places it in Stark Count-v'

i i ry-".^t C.nton, OH' This is the only case he could f ind that

simultaneously satisf ies tf" tonAit lon' of iownship l0'  Range 8' 'and

within the jurisdict ion'" i  i f t t  Steubenvi l le Land Off ice' This is

con{irmed by a Stark Couttty marking dated.1909 found on the

r€verse of the document when i t  was taken out of i ts matt ing'

There are two Christ ian Yoders who l ived in Stnrk Cottnt l '

, t to,.^.f , t .  The f irst is the apparent Christ ian Yoder (\ 'RI22) (see

YNL 30 and the oOitt tar.y o' t i t le elsewhere-in this issue)'  The second is

his presumed nephew oi i  f" i t  Christ ian Yoder (YRl256)'  The elder

Christ ian died in f  SZl '  i i "  younger one had his f irst known chi ld in

Apri l  of 1812, reportedlv orL^AV'irr l tark 
C:l^l t-v '  Further studv is

needed to confirm which of these gentlemen received this patent '  An'r-

G r e a t w e b s i t e ! I h a v e b e e n s e a r c h i n g f o r i n f o r m a t i o n o n
.lo."pf, VoJ., who was born in Switzerland in 1789 and fought in

N;;; ;"" ' t  army in Russia and also Waterloo' sun' ived and lrter

,. , i t .O in Maximo Ohio' He married Barbara Weiss' Bel ieve i t  or not

my Nlother has a large topaz r ing thatwas warn on a fob on Joseph's

unifo.rn in the Nloscow war and Waterloo"'

The picture above is of m'v- Grandnrotlrer 's maternal

Grandfather, Joseph's son Andrew (1825-191S)' who w:rs born on the

;;; ." route to the l ' lS'  Pierre Stephenson' splugyrdaone'corn

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 8 x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x

NE\\ '  D,\] 'A IN YODER ARCHIVES:

Thanks to: N' lar lys nit t  fot i ioa"'  cemetery data from Buchanan Co"

l l ;  Kale Slrause ro' typing ir '"  rnzo lndlana -\ 'oder 
Censusi Carol

Schad for providing wil l : ; fs Co" Ohio Yoder data; Sam Detwiler for

pror iding \ 'oder extracts from the "Leetonia Reporter"" '

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x

NE\\ '  \ 'ETTER Data Added to Yoder Web Archives: Thanks to

Richard Berg, we ott pi"""O to lnnounce the addit ion to the Yoder

Arthi l 'es of a descendont '"gi ' tn for Yost. Yetter (c 1770-c 18;l ' l '

Walprck. Sussex Clo', 'N"i ' f  *a ir is wife Ch^rist ina Fogel (c1770'

s. ihl. t '^* Twp.. Northampton Co' Pa'- b:f  
1119)';; ; ;'"';'.' + ; *'. r;; ;; li+rs ffif iHiis iif ;* 

* * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

- - -Hans of  Grent  S* ' lmp rr [  eb Si te '  bv Karolyn Rae Roberts

ht tp: / /www'fu l lnet 'com/u/gkrob/yoder 'html
-- -John Yetter  b '1835' i t  

- l " t t t l t t *e i ier '  
Rheinpfalz '  Germanv b1'

N la r y  Spu rgeon ,  < j a r y - f i r nv56 ' com> ' :

ht tp : / /melnbers 'aot 'com/Nlspurgeon/vet ter index'html 
\

- - - . lacob \ :ot ler  ( \ 'Rl '123) bv Kenneth Pir t l , i ] :1.  
,

ht tp: / /u u u" geut i r  ie ' ' t i i l lH "ar t land/Acresi579 1 /amish/amish'html

* * * * * i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * x * * * * * * * * * * * x * * x * * x * * x
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x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *Queries* * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The YNL wil l  publ ish Yoder related inquir ies or exchanges at no
charge. Please l imit as possible to include a ful l  return address. Al l
inquir ies are checked against our records to see i fwe can help too. I f
you receive added info, please share i t  with the YNL for our f i les.
Send Queries to: Chris Yoder, 203 Lakeshire Rd.. Batt le Creek.Nli
i l90l5 or email  at 75757,337 l@compusen/e.com.

Nlv GGfather was Gidion Yoder Steam Val ley Pa.,  my gfather was
Harold Albert  Yoder Sr.  His s ister  Mik l red Naomi had pol io,  My
gfather to ld me their  parents bel ieved her middle name had something
to do wi th i t  so they took her middle name away f rom her!  My
grandfather n lso had pol io,  He died in 1973. He had a brother named
Ted. who l ived in New York.  Reply to:  Kathryn Y.  Yoder Cowher,
1222 W. 3rd St . ,Wi l l iamsport  Pa.  17701 ,Emai l  :  JN4AKT7'7@aol.com

Seeking descendants of  fo l lowing Washington County,  lowa fami l ies:
\ } lanin (1.  Yoder (1917-????l  and his wi fe,  l \ f i ldred M. Shebeck
(19 t9_???? ) ;  l l enn ,T ,  yode r  ( no  da tes )  and  h i s  w i f e ,  Lou i sa  M .
. l acobs  (1907 -1988 ) ;Mab le  D .  Yode r  ( 1931 )  and  he r  husband ,  Ches te r
R. Nl i l ler  (  192, t ) ,  David L.  McMonigle,  800 Riverbend Lane,
\ ' l iddfevi f le,  MI 49333 616/795- '7818, davemcmo@voyager.net
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Looking for  James Yoder of  Newton,  NC, my gggrnndfather who
rr tarr ied NI l ry , \ l ice Cather ine(maiden name Sigmon or Jaret te?)
Nel l -nry ggrandnrother,  m.Frank Whitworth & l ived in Clover.  SC.
N,|v ggr lndparents had about 5 chi ldren,  res.  York,  SC. India Hodges,
226 E.  L iberty St ,  Apt ,#3 York,  SC 297,15 <betty l957@yahoo.com>
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x *

\ \ 'ho were the parents and sibl ings of BARBARA YODER (b, 175416
Berks Clo., Pa- d. l0 Apr 1838, N{ontgomery Co., Oh) married in pa.
( l )  ISAAC NI ILLER (b .  ? -  d .  1785 Somerset  Co. ,  Pa)  mar r ied  (2 )
. IOSEPH FORNEY,  w idower  w i th  ?  ch i ld ren .  Any  he tkp  on  th is
f lmily wi l l  be much appreciated. Dorothy Crabb, 4315 Long Grove
Dr., Seabrook, TX 77586-,1309, email :  dotcrabb@juno.com
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Came across some Yoder's that I  can't  f ind in my Yoder data. Can
: rnyone ident i f y?  Henry  Beuch ler  Yoder  (1881-1956) ;  Henry 's
son:Wi l l iam Henry  Yoder  (1909 P ine  Grove,PA-1975) ;  Wi l l iam's
chi ldren: Nlary Alva Yoder (2-11-1928 Pottsvi l le,PA-12-7-1989),
Sarah Louise Yoder (8-27-1930-), W.H. Yoder Jr. (6-6-1931 Schuylki l l
Haven, PA-) James Huratiak, 969 Rt. I13, Sel lersvi l le. PA. 18960
* * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x x x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Nlt '  grandmother was Hester  Cather ine Youter,  (born in White Deer,
PA July of  1866 -  d ied 19,15 at  Conrad,  Montana) her father was
Benjamin (1815 in Hol land,  d ied 1893) and her grai -d- fnther *as
Samuel  (dates,  p laces not  known).  I f  the above f i ts  in wi th what you
hirve I  would appreciate more informat ion.  Bernard Guy,  ,192
Country Hi l l  Rd. ,  Anaheim, CA 92808-1353, emai l :  badguy@ibm.net .
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * *

G-grandfather is  I ra Yoder. . , .Gfather is  Ido yoder who l ived in
Nl i f f l inburg,  Pa- had a restaurant  there.  Am very interested in
renching others f rom th is fami ly l ine.  Var ious fami ly informat ion has
been compi led regarding the ldo Yoder fami ly.  I  have read that  f rom
mv grandfather l ra Yoder approx 1,500 people have been bornl
. . . ( l l t he r i ne  Yode r "  10401  Grosveno r  P lace .  #62J .  N .  Be thesda .  MD
2 0 8 5 2, 30 I . 6 7 0. 3 J 2 5 <c a t h eri n e_y o d e r-d u rs c o rp. c o m >
x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * x x

Am comp i l i ng  descendan l s  o f  B i shop  Jona than  yode r  ( yR l2a3 )  and
rm trv ing to f ind the complete names of  a l l  3 men that  were marr ied
to his voungest  dnughter,  Anna M. Yoder,  (YRl2a3b).  In poss.  I l l inois
or Nl issour i  she marr ied a NIr .  Hein,  and years later-  nf ter  Mr.  Hein 's
death.  she marr ied a Mr.Plank.  Af ter  Plank's death.  she moved to
Oregon b.r"  1909 and about l9 l3 or  l9 l4 marr ied a Nlanasses
Hershberger,  of  Hubbard in Nlar ion County.  Anna d.  l9 l , l  bur.
Smvrna Cem.,  Yoder,  OR. Some of  the Hein descend:rnts st i l l  l ive in
Oregon, but  I  l ive in Canada, and do not  have contact  wi th them.
Repl l '  to:  , I im Yoder,  10060 Aintree Crescent,  Richmond. B.C. V7A
3T8, Ca n ada;  or  by e-  nr  a i l  :  j  voderta,r  [q.5yn1 pat ico.  ca>

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Looking for ANY connection to Austin Yetter .He moved to Arizona
as a young man. His father's nAme was Joseph who was born l8l8
and married Charlotte Eaton.. His sibl ings: Elvira, Abbie, Royal,
Laure & James Arthur. (The original nRme was Gurt in changed to
Yett,  \ 'etta then to Yetter. Does anyone knows of a Harold Yetter, i f
so, what info do they have. Thanks, Shir ley Logue, 22 Patton St.,
King City, Ontario. Canada. ,L7BlG4,. <ealogue@ibm.net>

Brown County, IN Yoder famil ies:Generation l-  Jacob Yoder & wife
Mary. Generation 2 James Marion Yoder (b. 1843) m. El iza Jane
Baughman. Generation 3 Daniel Boone Yoder (b. 1886) married Ada
Eberle on 2/ l l /1914. (YNL note- Daniel B is Con29l9)-Tom Hooker,2
W h ippoorw ill Lane, Palmyra, V A 229 63 THooker9T 4@aol.com
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * *

' \m beginning research for my cousin-by-marriage, Debby Klose. Her
parents were Joseph Comly Klose Jr. and Edith Irene Yoder,
daughter of Melvin Lee Yoder Sr. and Wilda Ream of Pennsylvania.
If  anyone knows of these folk, please reply: Terry Lane, P O Box
5275, Lancaster. PA 17606-5275

* * * * * * * { * x + * f  * { x * * s * * * * s * x f  * x + } + f  * * { + * * * * * * f  8 * * * x * x a * * * * * { f *

MISSING YODERS--- IMPORTANT NOTICE- IF YOU KNOW
THE PERSON BEING LOOKED FOR, PLEASE CONTACT THEM
AND LET THEM BE THE ONES TO INITIATE CONTACTII
T H A N K  Y O U : I

I am Iooking for information for my daughter, She is wanting
information on her father. His name was Daniel Lee yoder, We were
told he is deceased. He would have died between 1989-1996. She
wants to know something about his family. Any help would be
appreciated. Lisa Linder; 25 Grace St.,  Tif f in, OH 44883, phone 419-
,143-1554. <Sabrinas@bright.net> Tif f in, OH
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Looking for lost Sibl ings-- Have tr ied extremely hard to f ind 3 lost
sibl ings. Father Terry Lee Yoder had: Tony Lee yoder, Shawn
Thomas Yoder, and Beatr ice Gene Yoder. Al l  my dad told me was
that they had moved to Cali fornia and their ages are J0-35. I  just
found out my father isn't  doing too well .  He is the only blood relat ive
of mine left  on his side. I  just recently got married and have a 7 month
old son that I  would love to have someone to cal l  aunt and uncle. I f
anyone can help I would greatly appreciate i t .  Daniel le (yoder) Harris
35 Winery RD. Fulton,Ms 38843 AmhdadrOintop.net
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Seeking TAJSHA YODER. My best fr iend in 8th grade. Last I  heard,
she l ived in Stafford, VA. Gett ing ready to graduate from VCU. Want
her to come. Daniel le Marstel ler ,108 N. Lombardy St.,  Richmond VA
23220. Phone (804) 355-9251<s2ddmars@titan.vcu.edu>

House of Yoder Update
Work continues apace on the construction of the Yoder House

in Grantsvi l le, Nlaryland. Nearly 53 tons of stone are being laid on
the exterior walls and almost as much stone is being used to construct
the interior walk-in f ireplace. Over ,100 persons toured the Yoder
House on  Ju ly  l0  dur ing  the  22nd Annua l  Summer  Fes t iva l  and Qu i l t
Show of Grantsvi l le. The root cel lar and walk-in f ireplace were clear
hits \ ,vi th the guests. On Saturday, November lJ from l l  a.m.
through mid-afternoon the 4th Annual Nleeting of House of yoder
wil l  be held in Grantsvi l le. A guided tour of the yoder House,
business meeting, genealogy display, and a possible speaker on Amish
dimensions of the Yoder story are on the agenda. Everyone is
welcome! Funds are needed to complete construction of the interior
of the Yoder House. Inquir ies or contr ibutions can be directed to
Lonnie Yoder, House of Yoder, 1066 Smith Avenue, Harrisonburg,
VA 22802, l tbyrDshentel.net, or 5i l0-,132-6467.
(NOTE: The YNL hns contr ibrrted a second $500 from our kit ty to
this effort.  Nlt tching funds bring our contr ibutions to $2000 to date:)

PHOEBE YODER FEATt iRED: ' I 'hanks to Don & Par Reed for
point ing out  the July 99 "Pennsylvania I lennoni te L i fe"  ar t ic le on
Phoebe Yoder.  I  Knnsas Nlennoni te g i r l  who served her adul t  l i l 'e  as a
missionary in Afr ica.  She was the daughter of  Char les D. Yoder.
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NORTH CAROLINA YODER RET.]NION 

. I -hC HiCKOT (NC) NCWS, At IgUSt 19,  1999

catawba county native Nea, wi,rons, who l[*UX*i:;.i8f.ifi;-':l,i1,P:aii!W, d,l3,']'i',:1j:"il]hH]Hf"Jfiqif*:
now lives in Clev6land - the one in Rowan Fayly iltNorlh CArotina,wh,:!ti?!:t!9,I-" 91 il;;';li;;i;;y;i;JM;r;ua Yoder. As with
County - had a busy day on a recent Sunday patriaich Conrad Yoder. a German .immigrant ii"'r"nu clan ieunions in Catawba, the Yoders
when the pioneer Yod6r clan held their 49th yearly io this area in the mid-18th century The late Dr. i;;i'i-: i"l""-J"trr"t" tne JJest relatives at
reunion.HeandBill Yoderof Hickory,thefamily Fred Roy Yoder, a university professor, wrote il;';;ih;;]"" d'-v;ii-oid Hubert Yount of
group president, and other relatives are aiready the original work in 1970. Neal, who has been ffi"t6..nO Si2-veai-old Dan Yoder of NeMon,
flanning to host in August 2000 a national con- secretary of the_Yoder famlly.tot.21 years and q ;;;;ii; fvf"*6ttinO Cerald Yoder of Hickory.
vention of Yoder families. The three-day event descendant of Conrad. ts going to edit.a.revised wno naO observed lheir 6oth wedding annrvei-
wil l  fol lowtheclan'sf irstnational conventionheld version{orpublication.Thischof, l :T_t! i lS-l-qy JaiV in 

- lr tV. 
Lenoir-Rhyne 

"College

here in 19_95. Keynote speaker next year will be lor Neal, wh9 l-r1s luthored Tombstone Inscrip-. n-ibssor-clergy';an Larry Yod6r led a memo-
historian Dr. Dori Yoder, formerly of the Univer- tions of the Otd St. Paul's Church Cemetery,and- Iui i"*i." tnd'"vening b6fore at the old Yoder
sityof Pennsylvania.accordinqtoHickory'sTed L1?Vt,./As and Ploughshares, A Hlstory ot Ine .ametery where anceitors are buried. He de-
yo'der. The big news at this y6ar's gath6ring is Bldckburn Family olCatawba.County. NC. Both Iiiin"O in" family heritage as a treasure and a

those works were publishe^d by the Catawb" Iiiif"nge."
County Historical Association.

* y * * x x I x * x x x x x * + I * x x * * * * x { x $ x x * * x x + + x x s x x * x x x * x x * * x * * x * * x *  * * x * * + x * * x * x * x * * x * * I * * X * X A * * A + * S * * { 1 1 1 * * * * * * { * * a * * * t * * x x x * * *

EZR'\ T" \ 'ODER RETh.-ION
We hnd  t he  t h i r d : r nnu l l  Ez t ' i l ' 1  .  \ ' ode r  ( \ ' l { 256211 )  t h i s  pas t  Sunda l '

(Sl2glgg\ .  I  r ' is i ted Ezr: r 's  grave to f ind otr t  cx,rct l l  when he died.

l . in for tunatel l  h is stone wls marked ui th the ntonth and vear onl ] "

My  aun t  checkc t t  h i s  ob i t : r nd  ca l l ed  n te  t he  nex t  da1 ,  he  d i ed  \ l a r ch

10 ,  1973 .  She  i s  go ing  t o  send  n re  a  cop t '  Ez ra  i s  bu r i cd  i n  t he

cen re te r l ' beh ind  t he  L t t t he ran  ( ' hu r ch  i n  Pe te r sbu rg  PA .

--- -Dnn Yoder ( \ 'R2562' l {23)<dt1 oderJ2'? entai l 'nrs l r .conr>

CONRAD YODER BOOK T1PDATE
The Histon' of the Yoder Familv in North Carol ina' by I)r '  Fred Roy

Yoder, was published in 1970 and reprinted in 1976. l t  focuses on the

two sons of Conrad Yoder who remained in North Carol ina' l l ' Iou

are interested in helping the effort to update and republish this work.

contact: Bi l l  Yocier, 2'79T Zion Chtrrch Rd., Hickory' NC 28602.

Y2K NATIONAL YODER REUNION

AI - I ,  \ 'ODERS AND YODER DESCENDANTS ARE INV ITET)

. . . . t o  l l t end  l he  Na t i ona l  r eun ion  o l ' t he  Yode r  Fam i l y ,  t o  be  he ld  i n

North ( - t ro l ina.  ' l 'h is  
lhree dat  event  wi l l  be hosted the weekend of  the

2nd  Sund r t l  i n  A t rg r r s t  b l  t he  Yode rs  o f  No r t h  C l r o l i na '  Th i s  even t

i t l so  con tn re rno r i l ( es  l he  50 th  annua l  r eun ion  o f  t he  No r th  ( ' a ro l i nn

Yoder fant i l l ,  NInke 1 'our p lans Nowl l l

Noted Penns\ l l t tn i : r  h istor i : rn and : r t t thor Dr.  Donald Yoder wi l l  be

the kel  note spei lker l  I

\ \ 'e ' l l  orovide lots nrore infornr l t ion nbout th is in the Apr i l  YNL.

Oregon Yoder Reunion
Nlore than 75 persons f rom the western [ lS and Br i t ish

Columbia gathered in Yoder,  Oregon, for  the 6 ' l th annual  reunion on

August  l ,  1999. Nlany fami ly members st i l l  l ive in th is Wi l lamette

Val ley communit l ' ,  named for  several  descendanls of  Bishop Jonathan

Yoder ( \ 'Rl2a3) who moved to Oregon dur ing the late 1800's.  The

Smyrna t in i ted Clhurch of  Chr ist  (Congregat ional) ,  where the reunion

wns held.  l is ted several  Yoders i ls  charter  members when i t  uts

es tab l i shed  i n  1891 .  Du r i ng  t he  bus iness  mee t i ng  f o l l ow ing  a  po t l uck

dinner,  h istor ian Ada Sincla i r ,  a great-granddaughter of  Bishop

Yoder,  reported two c lan marr iages,  two bi r ths and f ive deaths in the

preceding year.

. Ioel  Daniels descr ibed a recent  t r ip to Nlc lean County,  I l l inois

s i tes ment ioned in the lgth cenfury journal  of  l lnhala I 'oder

(YRl2aJ3,1) .  Her or ig inal  notebooks have t reen placed in the archives

of  the Ntennoni te Histor ical  Society l l  Nletamori r .  Professor Kvle

Sessions of  ISU at  Normal p lans a ser ies of  essal 's  based on the

journal .  Persons interested in jo in ing a her i tage tour to I l l inois and

Missour i  next  t 'ear  should contnct  Joel  for  detai ls .

As "mi l lennium projects,"  col lect ions of  fanr i lv  recipes and

tradi t ional  stor ies or  reminiscences rv i l l  be compi led.  Nl idyear

reminders u ' i l l  be sent  so these can be completed b-v t l re 6Sth reunion'

: :::::: . : . ::: :: : ::- : I.'i: ir: iriif*."r |r ; l I r.Yff I. . .
YODER HERITAGE C]OOKBOOK-A GREAT CHRISTTIAS GIFT
A composi te of  t radi t ional  fanr i ly  recipes

sen t  i n  b1  \ 'ODERS ac ross  t he  coun t r ] .
Reasonabl l  Pr iced -  Buv C)ne for  each
fami l l  rnember.  ONL\ '  $10.00 each.  Over

175  pages  o f  RE( ' IPES  and  o the r  va l uab le

cooking infornrnl ion,  Proceeds to be used

to  ma in ta i n  t he  P leasan t v i l l e  Un ion  ( \ ' ode r )

Cenretery ' .  Send check or  n lonev order to:
Her i tage ( lookbook.  \ 'oder Rerrnion

Assoc ia l i on .  { 15  S tn te  S t .  Po t t s t o l l ' n .  P , \  l 9 {6 .1 .
Please include 52.S0 per copl  for  postage lnd handl ing (regardless of

Immed ia te  de l i ven  i n  l i n re  l b r  ( l l lR lS ' [ I I ' \S

Christ ian Yoder (YR23) Cemetery Status

( pho to  w i l l  appea r  i n  YN I -  35 )

' l 'hanks 
to the ef for ts and contr ibut ions of  nrany,  a brass

rn:rrkcr  has recent lv  been placed r t  the Old Yoder Cemeten'  in

Sonrerset  ( 'orrnt1.  Pl .  
' l 'h is  

cenreter ]  is  on the or ig inul  honreste:rd
propertv of  l7J2 ' \nr ish inrnr igrant  "Schwei tzer ( 'hr is t iun" \ 'oder
( \ 'R2 i ) .

. \  san rp l i ng  repo r t ed  i n  YNL6  (Oc t  1985 )  showed  t ha t  ove r
30 ' 2 ,  o f  ou r  r eade rs  , l t  t h r t  t ime  we re  descendan ts  o f  "Schne i t ze r

(  hr is t ian".  This enr lv founder of  the Clades congregl t ion in Somerset

tount ' r '  h i td a large f i tnt ih rvhich has cont inued to mul t ip lv,

\ \  e 'd l ike to recognize the fo l lou ' ing fo lks who made th is goal  r r
l e : r l i t r ' :  ( i o rdon  Yode r .  I l i l t on  l l .  Wa l ke r .  I l i chae l  Yode r ,  E l e l no r
\ \  i l l i l rns,  T 'onr O. \ 'oder,  Nl .  \ \ ' .  \ 'oder,  Karerr  Okeson, Henry Erb.
( ' : t tht ' l ' ine [ -urrcusler .  ( 'har les Yoder.  Rachel  Kreider.  Anna ] lar l
Yodcr.  Kei th Yoder.  ( 'hr is  Yoder.  Lonnie Yr-rder.  El l rood Yoder.

NA-I- IONAL RETINION-2OO I
I ' he  da t t ' l b r  t he  nex t  Na t i on r l  O ley  Yode r  Reun ion  i s  Ju l y  21 .2001

P lan r r i ng  i nc l r r des  l  F r i day  t he  20 th  " . r dd -on "  cons i s t i ng  o f  r  " \ ' ode r

, \nr ish He r i tage 
' l 'orr r  

of  Berks Count1 " .  condrrcted bl  Lois : rnd
l - e  n l r r  I l : r s t "  pub l i she rs  o f  " \ l ennon i t e  Fam i l v  H i s ton " .
: t  *  *  t r  *  *  J :  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

1999 Olev Yoder Annual  Reunion
l l e l d  . f u l .  17 ,  1999  a t  t he  O ley  F i r ehouse .  App rox in r t t eh  T5  a t t ended
:rnd evervone seemed lo have a good t ime.

PASSING
--Former Elkhart  super ior  ( lourt  Judge Worth Yoder"  age 73'  d ied

. f ln.  3,  1999 at  the Elkhart  general  Hospi ta l  nf ter  an i l lness.  Judge

Yoder is  sun' ived by his wi fe Dix ie and two sons.  He u 'as a long-t inte

suppor l  of  the Yoder Newslet ter .
- - l l .K.  (Reuben) \ 'oder d ied N|ar .29,1998. He was the son of  Levi  S.

lnd . {nna Hette Yoder.

- -N la r v  l { ose  Yode r  } l o r r i s  d i ed  Aug .22 ,1999 : r f t e r  l  l e t t r  l ong

struggle ui th c lncer.  , \n accompl is l red nr t rs ic i t rn.  she lnd her l , l te

husband per l i r r r t ret l  1t t  the 1995 ) t i r t t ional  Yoder Rettn iotr .  .
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